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JOHN  CLAYTON,  ESQ.,  F.S.A., 

OX 

WHOSE  ESTATES  THE  MOST  EXTENSIVE  AND  TIIE  MOST  INTERESTING  REMAINS  OF 

THE  ROMAN  W A L L 


ARE  TO  BE  FOUND, 

AND  WHO,  BY  THE  CARE  WHICH  HE  IIAS  EXERCISED  IN  PRESERVING  THEM. 
AND  TnE  SKILL  AND  LIBERALITY 

WITH  WHICH  HE  HAS  CONDUCTED  THOSE  EXPLORATIONS  WHICH  WERE  NECESSARY 
TO  THEIR  DUE  DEVELOPMENT, 

(1  AS  LAID  TIIE  LOVERS  OF  HIS  COUNTRY’S  HISTORY  UNDER  Till 
GREATEST  OBLIGATI  O X S, 

THIS  W 0 II  K 

i 

IS  MOST  GRATEFULLY  INSCRIBED  BY  HIS  OBLIGED 


AND  OBEDIENT  SERVANT, 


THE  AUTHOR. 


Digitized  by  Google 


PREFACE. 


IX  responding  to  the  call  for  a third  edition  of  “ The  Roman  Wall," 
the  author  has  endeavoured  to  bring  the  work  up  to  the  present  state 
of  our  knowledge  upon  the  subject.  Since  the  appearance  of  the  last 
edition,  the  Survey  of  the  Wall,  executed  by  Mr.  McLatiehlan,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  late  Duke  of  Northumberland,  hies  been  completed, 
and  extensive  excavations  have  been  carried  on  at  High  Rochester. 
Housesteads,  and  Carlisle.  The  information  derived  from  these  and 
similar  sources  has  been  so  abundant  as  to  render  it  necessary,  notwith- 
standing the  increased  size  of  the  book,  to  condense  the  old  material 
to  make  room  for  new.  Thus,  the  present  edition  of  “ The  Roman 
Wall  ” appears  before  the  public  as  almost  a new  work. 

The  plan  adopted  in  its  preparation  has  been  to  make  the  Romans 
tell  their  own  story.  Scarcely  a single  statement  is  brought  forward 
which  is  not  directly  deduced  from  inscriptions  found  upon  the  Wall. 
The  legions  and  auxiliary  cohorts  are  themselves  required  to  describe 
their  movements,  to  name  the  camps  which  they  garrisoned,  and  to 
specify  the  works  on  which  they  were  employed.  To  enable  the 
reader  to  have,  as  it  were,  direct  intercourse  with  the  men  who  acted  a 
chief  part  in  the  drama  of  our  country’s  early  history,  the  documents 
which  they  carved  arc,  in  an  extensive  series  of  engravings,  laid  Indore 
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him.  The  task  of  the  writer  has  chiefly  consisted  in  making  a proper 
selection  of  these  and  in  assisting  his  readers,  who  may  be  new  to  the 
subject,  to  decipher  them.  Although  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
general  meaning  of  most  of  the  inscriptions  which  occur,  a diversity  of 
opinion  upon  minute  points  will  arise.  In  these  eases  the  reader  has 
Indore  him  the  means  of  forming  his  own  judgment,  and  of  correcting 
the  views  of  the  writer  should  he  have  erred. 

In  a few  instances  the  letter-press  and  the  woodcut  illustrations 
slightly  differ.  When  an  inscription  is  nearly  obliterated,  independent 
onlookers  will  come  to  different  conclusions  as  to  particular  characters. 
The  writer  has  expressed  in  type  such  letters  as  he  himself  saw,  leaving 
the  engraving  to  represent  the  views  of  the  skilful  ami  conscientious 
artist,  Mr.  Mossman,  who  prepared  most  of  the  original  sketches. 

The  first  edition  of  this  book  was  intended  as  a popular  intro- 
duction to  the  works  of  Horsley  and  Hodgson ; the  additions  which 
have  been  made  to  it  during  a second  and  third  revision  have  necessarily 
changed,  in  some  respects,  its  character.  Still,  it  is  believed  that,  with 
the  aid  of  the  explanations  which  are  given,  persons  unacquainted  with 
antiquarian  phraseology  will  encounter  no  difficulty  in  its  perusal. 

But  for  the  abundant  assistance  afforded  by  some  earnest  patrons 
of  antiquarian  science,  this  book  would  have  appeared  in  a very  much 
less  complete  state  than  it  does. 

The  late  Duke  of  Northumberland  not  only  allowed  the  author  to 
make  a free  use  of  the  Survey  of  the  lloman  Wall,  but  gave  him  woodcut 
illustrations  of  all  the  lloman  stones  in  his  museum  at  Alnwick  Castle. 
In  addition  to  this,  his  Grace  contributed  largely  towards  the  prepara- 
tion of  a series  of  illustrations  for  a work  which  is  intended  to  embrace 
all  the  Roman  Monuments  of  the  North  of  England,  and  from  these 
the  writer  luis  been  allowed  to  select  such  {is  suited  his  present  purpose 
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Bv  the  kindness  of  his  Grace  the  present  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
the  plates  of  the  Survey  of  the  Roman  Wall  are  bound  up  with  the 
folio  copies  of  this  edition. 

To  Mr.  Clayton  the  author  is  under  the  greatest  obligations.  To 
him  he  is  indebted  for  the  numerous  woodcuts  representing  the 
antiquarian  relics  in  his  possession,  for  the  lithograph  plates  which 
depict  various  fragments  of  the  Wall  in  different  parts  of  his  estate, 
and  for  the  plans  of  the  camps  copied  from  Mr.  McLaucldan’s  Survey. 
At  all  times  he  has  been  ready  to  give  the  writer  the  benefit  of  his 
learning  and  sound  judgment,  and  not  unfrequently  has  he  submitted 
to  the  drudgery  of  aiding  him  in  the  correction  of  his  “ proofs.” 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Durham  have  kindly  contributed  to 
the  work  engravings  of  the  altars  in  their  possession. 

The  cuts  descriptive  of  the  “ Thomgrafton  Find  ” were  prepared 
at  the  expense  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Fenwick,  Steward  of  the  Barony  of 
Wark,  for  the  first  edition  ; most  of  them  reappear  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Albert  Way,  in  addition  to  other  acts  of  friendship,  has 
furnished  some  of  the  woodcuts  used  in  the  volume. 

Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith  has  allowed  the  writer  to  draw  freely  upon 
his  extensive  stores  of  antiquarian  lore.  He  has  also  kindly  assisted 
him  in  correcting  the  press. 

During  the  greater  part  of  his  professional  life  the  author  has  had 
the  pleasure  of  daily  intercourse  with  his  friend,  Mr.  John  Garven,  of 
Newcastle.  Every  antiquarian  incident  that  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
either  was  freely  discussed  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence.  Very  gladly 
the  writer  acknowledges  that  he  has  been  much  indebted  on  many 
occasions  to  Mr.  Garven’s  ingenuity  of  interpretation  and  accurate 
scholarship,  and  that  he  has  derived  much  assistance  from  him  in  the 
preparation  of  this  edition. 
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To  Mr.  Alderman  Hodgson  the  writer  is  indebted  for  access  to  the 
valuable  papers  of  his  late  brother,  Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson,  on  the 
Roman  Wall  and  its  remains;  from  these,  occasional  extracts  arc  made, 
which  are  acknowledged  as  they  occur. 

Even  in  an  archaxdogicnl  point  of  view,  the  Geology  of  the  district 
traversed  by  the  Wall  is  a subject  of  interest,  the  Homan  engineers  having 
skilfully  availed  themselves  of  the  military  advantages  derived  from 
the  varied  disposition  of  the  rocks  encountered  in  their  course.  At  the 
request  of  the  author,  Mr.  Tate,  of  Alnwick,  who  has  long  made  the 
mountain  limestone  formation  of  Northumberland  his  peculiar  study, 
and  as  an  antiquary  is  well  known,  has  prepared  the  memoir  which 
appears  at  the  close  of  the  volume. 

With  these  acknowledgments,  which  the  author  gratefully  makes, 
he  once  more  commits  “The  Homan  Wall"  into  the  hands  of  the 
reader.  Whatever  defects  may  be  found  in  his  work,  he  is  conscious 
that  he  has  done  his  best  to  make  it  as  full  and  accurate  as  possible. 


Xrtccattlr-upon-Tync,  Jan.  31#/,  1867. 
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THE  ROMAN  WALL 


CHAPTER  I. 

AN  EPITOME  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  ROMAN  OCf.TPATION  IN  BRITAIN. 


few  parts  of  the  world  an.1  there  such  evident  truces  of 
the  inarch  of  Roman  legions  as  in  Britain.  In  the 
northern  counties  of  England  especially,  the  footprints 
of  the  Empire  are  very  distinct,  Northumberland,  as 
Wallis  long  ago  remarked,  is  Roman  ground. 

Every  other  monument  in  Britain,  however,  yields 
in  importance  to  The  Roman  Wall.  “ Certes,'’  says 
Camden,  speaking  of  the  Roman  remains  in  Britain. 
“ they  are  works  of  exceeding  great  admiration,  and 
sumptuous  magnificence,  but  cs/mi/il/i/  the  Piets  Wall.”'  As  this  work, 
in  grandeur  of  conception,  is  worthy  of  the  Mistress  of  Nations,  so,  in 
durability  of  structure,  is  it  the  becoming  offspring  of  the  Eternal  City. 

“ They  dreamt  not  of  a pcrhihablc  home 
Who  thus  could  build.”  • 

A dead  Wall  may  seem  to  many  persons  a very  unpromising 
subject.  The  stones  are  indeed  inanimate,  but  he  who  has  a head  to 
think,  and  a heart  to  feel,  will  find  them  suggestive  of  bright  ideas  and 
melting  sympathies ; though  dead  themselves,  they  will  lie  the  cause  of 


1 Camdpn’s  Itritnnnia,  trnn>laU*d  by  Philemon  Holland,  p.  U3,  ed.  1G37.  a 
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mental  life  in  him.  A large  part  of  the  knowledge  which  we  possess  of 
the  early  history  of  our  country  has  been  dug  out  of  the  ground.  The 
spade  and  the  plough  of  the  rustic  have  often  exposed  documents,  which 
have  not  only  revealed  the  movements,  but  given  us  an  insight  into  the 
modes  of  thought  and  feelings  of  those  who  have  slept  in  the  dust  for 
centuries.  The  casual  wanderer  along  the  relies  of  the  Wall  may  not 
succeed  in  culling  facts  that  are  new  to  the  historian,  but  he  will 
probably  get  those  vivid  glances  into  the  Roman  character,  and  acquire 
that  personal  interest  in  Roman  story,  which  will  give  to  the  prosaic 
records  of  chroniclers  a reality  and  a charm  which  they  did  not  before 
possess. 


As  a natural  introduction  to  the  subject,  and  as  a means  of  preparing 
for  some  discussions  which  are  to  follow,  it  may  be  well  briefly  to  trace 
the  progress  of  the  Roman  arms  in  Britain,  from  the  arrival  of  Ca*sar 
on  our  shores,  to  the  eventual  abandonment  of  the  island.* 

It  is  curious  to  observe,  that  the  curtain  of  British  history  is  raised 
bv  some  of  the  earliest  and  greatest  of  profane  writers.  Herodotus, 
who  wrote  about  the  year  n.c.  450,  mentions  the  “ Cassiterides,  from 
which  tin  is  procured Aristotle,  about  the  year  n.c.  540,  expressly 
names  the  islands  of  Albion  and  Icme;  and  Polybius,  about  the  year 
n.c.  1(50,  makes  a distinct  reference  to  the  “Britannic  Isles.”  To  Julius 
Ciesur,  however,  we  an*  indebted  for  the  first  detailed 
account  of  Britain  and  its  inhabitants.  The  woodcut, 
taken  from  a coin  struck,  it  is  believed,  in  his  lifetime, 
supplies  us  with  a representation  of  the  care-worn  coun- 
tenance of  the  renowned  conqueror.  On  26th  August, 
n.c.  55,  Julius  CVsar  landed  in  Britain,  with  a force  of  about  ten 
thousand  men.  Both  on  that  occasion,  and  on  a second  attempt,  which, 
with  a larger  force,  he  made  the  year  following,  he  met  with  a warm 
reception  from  the  sturdy  islanders.  Tides  and  tempests  seconded  the 
efforts  of  the  natives,  and  great  Julius  bade  Britain  a final  farewell, 


1 In  the  preparation  of  this  epitome  the  Author  has  made  u free  use  of  the  first  hook  of 
Horsley’s  Britannia  lioinnuu. 
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without  erecting  any  fortress  in  it,  or  leaving  any  troops  to  secure  his 
conquest.'  Tacitus  says  that  he  did  not  conquer  Britain,  but  only 
showed  it  to  the  Romans — “potest  videri  ostendisse  postoris,  non 
tradidisse.”  Horace,  calling  upon  Augustus  to  achieve  the  conquest, 
denominates  it  “untouched” — 

“ Intact  us  aut  Britannus  ut  deecenderet 
Sacra  catcnntus  via.” 

And  Propertius,  in  the  same  spirit,  describes  it  as  “ unconquered — invie- 
tus.”  There  is,  therefore,  little  exaggeration  in  the  lines  of  Shakspere — 

44  A kind  of  conquest 

Cesar  made  here ; but  made  not  here  Ilia  brag 
Of,  came,  and  raw,  and  overcame : with  shame 
(The  first,  that  ever  touched  him)  he  was  carried 
From  off  our  coast,  twice  beaten  ; and  his  shipping 
(Poor  ignorant  baubles !)  on  our  terrible  seas, 

Like  egg-shells  moved  upon  their  surges,  cracked 
As  easily  ’gainst  our  rocks.” 

During  the  reigns  of  Augustus,  Tiberius,  and  Caligula,  Britain  was 
unmolested  by  foreign  invasion. 

At  the  invitation  of  a discontented  Briton,  Claudius  resolved  to 
attempt  the  reduction  of  the  island.  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  43,  he 
scut  Aulus  Plautius,  with  four  legions  and  their  auxiliaries,  amounting 
in  all  to  about  fifty  thousand  men,  into  Britain.  The  legions  were  the 


‘ The  idea  has  been  generally  entertained  that  the  Britons  with  whom  C.esar  came  in  contact 
were  rude  and  uncultivated  savages.  That  this  was  not  the  case  is  proved  by  the  fiict  that  they 
had  among  them  a gold  currency  prior  to  the  Homan  invasion.  Mr.  Evans,  in  his  exhaustive 
work  on  The  f'oins  of  the  Ancieut  Britons,  p.  HI,  says,  41  We  may  regard  it  as,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  highly  probable  that  there  was  a native  coinage  in  some  parts  of  Britain  as  early  ns  loO  B.c„ 
if  not  earlier.”  He  also  observes,  p.  42,  “The  use  of  money  at  so  early  a period  in  this  country 
will,  no  doubt,  appear  almost  incredible  to  those  who  have  lieen  accustomed  to  regard  the  Ancieut 
Britons  as  the  merest  barbarians ; but  I think  that  such  |n»rsons  will  find  that  their  inipn^-ions  as 
to  tlie  character  of  the  Britons,  have  l»een  derived  from  the  descriptions  of  the  trilies  of  the  interior, 
rather  than  of  those  along  the  senlsjartl,  who  wen*  mainly  of  Bclgic  origin,  and  to  whom,  for  at 
all  events  a considerable  period,  the  use  of  money  was  confined.”  No  native  British  coinage  seems 
to  have  existed  in  the  counties  north  of  Yorkshire  or  in  Lancashire. — Evans,  p.  40?. 

A mtem  of  roads,  throughout  the  country,  of  an  earlier  date  than  the  Homan  occupation  of 
the  island,  seems  to  indirnte  a considerable  amouut  of  commerce  and  civilization.  See  Merivale’s 
Hist.  Horn.,  vol.  VI.,  p.  10.  it. 
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second,  the  ninth,  the  fourteenth,  and  the  twentieth.1  It  was  with 
difficulty  that  the  troops  could  be  induced  to  engage  in  the  undertaking. 
They  were  unwilling,  as  Dion  Cassius  informs  us,  “ to  engage  in  a war, 
as  it  were,  out  of  the  world."  The  fears  of  the  soldiery  were  not  without 
foundation.  The  Britons,  though  their  inferiors  in  discipline  and  anus, 
were  not  behind  them  in  valour  and  spirit,  whilst  in  a knowledge  of  the 
country  they  had  an  important  advantage. 

The  year  following,  Claudius  personally  engaged  in  the  war.  He 
advanced  into  the  country  as  far  as  Ciunulodunum  (Colchester),  and 
after  some  sanguinary  contests,  received  the  submission  of  the  natives 
in  that  vicinity.  The  estimation  in  which  Britain,  even  at  this  time, 
was  held,  was  such,  that  the  Senate,  on  learning  what  he  had  achieved, 
sumatned  him  Britannici  s,  granted  him  a triumph,  and  voted  him 


annual  games.  The  event  was  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  celebrated 


on  the  current  coin  of  the  day.  Several 
gold  and  silver  pieces  have  come  down  to 
our  times,  bearing  on  the  reverse  a tri- 
umphal arch,  on  which  is  inscribed  the 
words  he  britann[is].  This  is  the  first 


occasion  on  which  allusion  is  made  to  Britain  in  the  coinage  of  Rome.* 


1 'Hie  second  and  twentieth  legions  remained  in  Britain  to  the  close  of  the  Roman  occupation. 
The  ninth  suffered  severely  from  the  onslaught  of  Roudirea,  and  was  nearly  cut  to  pieces  «v  the 
Caledonian*  in  the  time  of  Apyicnta.  The  hist  record  that  we  have  of  this  lejrion  is  on  a slab  found 
in  York,  of  the  reign  of  Trajan.  After  this,  it  was  probably,  as  Horsley  conjectures,  incorjjorated 
with  the  sixth  letrion.  The  fourteenth  legion  wns  recalled  from  Britain  by  Kero,  sent  back  by 
Vitellius,  and  finally  withdrawn  by  order  ot  Vespasian. 

* The  fragment  of  an  inarrilied  stone,  still  preserved  at  Rome,  contains  an  interesting  memorial 
of  the  victories  of  Claudius  in  Rritain.  It  has  probably  lx-en  attached  to  tlic  arch  of  Claudius. 
The  slab  has  been  split,  flown  the  middle,  and  the  naif  of  it  is  lost.  The  inscription  is  as  follows; 
the  right  hand  portion  of  it  having  been  conjecturally  supplied : — 

TI.  CLAVDIO  CARS. 

AVOVSTO 

PONTIPICI  MAX.  TR.P.  IX. 

COS.  V.  IMP.  XVI.  P.P. 

SF.NATVS  POPVL.  ().R,  QVOD 
HEOHS  BRITAKNI.C  AB*«J. 

VI.LA  IACTVRA  IlOMVF.RIT 
GBNTESQVF.  UAH  HA  HAS 
rniMVS  I N DIC  ll»  KVBEdERIT 

— The  senate  and  people  of  Rome  [dedicate  this  triumphal  arch]  to  Tiberius  Claudius  Cieaar  Augustus, 
Pontifex  Maximus,  possessed  of  the  tribunitian  power  for  the  Oth  time,  consul  for  the  5th  time, 
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On  the  return  of  Claudius,  the  supreme  command  again  devolved 
upon  his  lieutenant,  Aldus  Plautius,  who  succeeded  in  bringing  into 
complete  subjection  the  tribes  occupying  the  southern  portion  of  the 
island.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  Plautius  was  highly  commended  by 
Claudius  for  his  skilful  generalship,  and  obtained  a triumph.  "We  learn 
from  Dion  Cassius  that,  amongst  the  other  rejoicings  which  took  place 
at  Rome  in  honour  of  the  exploit,  numbers  of  British  captives  were 
slaughtered  in  gladiatorial  combat.'  It  is  also  to  lie  observed,  that  in 
this  expedition  Vespasian,  afterwards  emperor,  acted  its  second  in  com- 
mand to  Plautius.  Titus,  the  son  of  Vespasian,  accompanied  his  father. 
Thus  was  it,  in  Britain,  that  the  destroyers  of  Jerusalem  were  uncon- 
sciously trained  for  inflicting  upon  God’s  chosen,  but  sinful  people,  the 
chastisements  of  His  displeasure ; and  thus  were  the  words  of  Holy 
Writ,  uttered  fifteen  centuries  before,  remarkably  fulfilled  . — “ The  Lord 
shall  bring  a nation  against  thee  from  far,  from  the  end  of  the  earth.'" 

Ostorius  Scapula,  a.d.  60,  succeeded  to  the  command  in  Britain. 
The  brave  Silures,  headed  by  Caractacus,  rendered  his  progress  slow  and 
bloody.  Ostorius  at  length  sank  under  the  harassing  nature  of  his 
duties,  and  was  succeeded  by  A vitus  Didius  Gallus. 

In  the  reign  of  Kero,  Roman  affairs  in  Britain  received  a severe 
cheek.  The  Iceni,  led  on  by  their  enraged  queen,  Boadieea,  threw  off 
the  yoke,  and  attacked  the  principal  stations  of  the  enemy.  London, 
which  was  then  an  important  commercial  city,  fell  upon  the  first 
assault,  and  Verulam  (near  the  modem  St.  Albans)  shared  the  same 
fate.  Seventy  thousand  Romans,  or  adherents  of  the  government  of 
Rome,  fell  under  the  hands  of  the  British  warrior-queen,  but  she  sullied 


impenitor  for  the  llitli,  the  father  of  his  country ; because  that,  without  any  loss,  he  subdued  tin* 
kings  of  Britain,  and  first  brought  into  subjection  (in  ditionem  .')  them*  barbarous  jieoplo. — See  a 
t hi | ter  by  Mr.  Fairholt,  with  un  engravin"  of  this  slab,  in  the  Collectanea  Antiuua,  voL  V.,  p.  ft?; 
Holder's  Kecords  of  Horn.  Hist,,  p.  US;  llorsley's  Britannia  Humana,  p.  21 ; Beal  Poste'a  Britannic 
Researches,  p.  345. 

* “ And  in  the  gladiatorial  combat  many  frecthnen  us  well  as  the  British  captives  fought, 
numbers  of  whom  he  destroyed  in  this  kind  of  spectacle,  ami  gloried  in  it.” 

4 Deut,  xxviii.,  49. 
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the  splendour  of  her  exploits  by  her  cruelty.'  Suetonius  Pnulinus,  the 
Roman  governor,  collecting  his  forces,  gave  battle  to  the  queen  and 
routed  her.  A frightful  carnage  ensued  ; of  the  amazing  monitor  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  men,  of  which  the  British  forces  are  said 
to  have  consisted,  not  less  than  eighty  thousand  fell. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  reign  of  Nero,  and  the  short  ride  of 
his  three  successors,  Galba,  Otho,  and  Vitellius,  no  advance  was  made 
in  the  conquest  of  Britain.  In  the  strifes  of  the  rival  emperors  it  was, 
however,  destined  to  bear  its  part.  Eight  thousand  soldiers  were  drafted 
from  it  to  fight  under  the  banners  of  Vitellius.  Thus  early,  as  Dr.  Giles* 
observes,  was  this  island,  whose  position  in  the  bosom  of  the  ocean 
indicates  a peaceful  policy,  induced  to  boar  the  brunt  of  continental 
quarrels. 

When  Vespasian  assumed  the  purple,  a new  era  dawned  upon  the 
empire.  This  fact  is  well  indicated  in  a coin  struck  at  the  period. 

In  the  engraving,  taken  from 
a specimen  found  on  the  Wall," 
the  emperor  is  observed  raising 
a prostrate  female  from  the 
ground  (doubtless  Rome),  whilst 
Minerva  looks  approvingly  on  : 
the  inspiring  motto,  “ Roma 


1 Some  deduction  must  probably  be  made  from  the  statements  of  l)ion  (nssius  upon  this  subject, 
as  handed  down  to  us  in  the  abridgment  of  him  bv  Xiphilino.  According  to  this  writer,  “ ihmdicru 
overthrew  and  plundered  two  Homan  cities,  and  there  wrought  indescribable  slaughter : us  to  the 
mule  captives,  there  was  nothing:  of  the  most  dreadful  kind  which  was  not  indicted  it]  ion  them* 
They  practised,  indeed,  whatever  was  most  revolting  and  savage ; for  they  hung:  up  their  noblest 
and  most  beautiful  women  naked,  cut  off  their  breasts  . . . und  afterwards  transfixed  them  at 

full  length  on  sharp  stakes.  And  all  this  was  done  in  mockery,  while  they  were  sacrificing’  and 
banqueting*  in  their  several  sacred  places,  hut  more  especially  in  the  grove  of  Andnte,  for  so  they 
denominated  Victory,  whom  they  venerated  supremely.” 

In  accordance  with  these  statements,  Pnulinus,  in  addressing  his  soldiers,  is  represented  us 
aavinjr — “ It  is  better  to  die  fighting  like  men  than  to  l*i  captured  ami  initialed,  to  see  your  own 
entrails  torn  out  und  transfixed  on  burning  stakes,  to  lie  wasted  away  in  boiling  water,  ns  if  we 
had  fallen  among  certain  savage,  lawless,  unfeeling  beasts.” — Momuuenta  Historica,  p.  Jit*. 

1 History  of  the  Ancient  Britons,  vol.  I.,  p.  144. 

■ Tltis  coin  was  in  the  cabinet  of  the  late  Mr.  Bell,  of  Irthington. 
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Resiirges” — Home,  thou  shall  rise  aijaiii — encircles  the  group.  Vespasian 
appointed  Petilius  Cerealis  his  proprietor  in  Britain,  who,  during  the 
five  years  of  his  administration,  made  considerable  impression  upon  the 
Brigantcs,  a powerful  tribe,  in  the  northern  district  of  England.  Julius 
Frontinus  was  his  successor,  who,  in  the  three  years  of  his  government, 
nearly  subdued  the  warlike  nation  of  the  Silurcs. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  years  had  now  elapsed  since  the  first 
descent  of  Caesar,  and  thirty-five  years  since  Claudius  had  claimed  the 
honour  of  conquering  Britain,  and  yet  but  a fraction  of  the  island  had 
been  brought  into  subjection  to  Homan  power.  Nothing  can  more 
strongly  show  the  stubborn  spirit  of  the  natives,  than  their  protracted 
resistance  to  the  invaders.  Battle  after  battle  had  been  lost ; but  many 
of  their  tribes  were  still  unsubdued,  and  several  even  undiscovered. 

But  the  reputation  of  all  preceding  governors  was  obscured  by  a 
greater  mau  than  they.  Cuams  Julius  Agricola  had  served  in  Britain 
under  that  able  officer,  Suetonius  Paulinas ; so  that  when  he  landed  as 
governor,  in  the  year  78,  he  was  prepared  to  act  with  all  the  promptitude 
which  a knowledge  of  the  country  and  the  people  could  give  him. 
During  the  eight  years  of  his  rule,  he  subjugated  the  remaining  tribes 
of  southern  Britain,  carried  his  arms  into  the  northern  section  of  the 
island,  niul  drove,  in  successive  campaigns,  the  natives  before  him,  until 
at  length,  in  the  battle  of  the  Grampians,  he  paralysed  their  strength 
for  a while.  His  fleet  sailed  to  the  extremity  of  the  island,'  and  he 
planted  the  Roman  standard  upon  the  Orkneys.  He  built  walls  and 
fortresses  in  all  places  where  they  were  required,  and  softened  the  fierce- 
ness of  the  barbarians,  by  fostering  a taste  for  letters  and  the  luxuries  of 
the  Eternal  City.  But  it  is  necessary  to  trace  the  movements  of  Agricola 
somewhat  in  detail.  Tacitus,  his  son-in-law,  supplies  us  with  the  means 
of  doing  so. 


'lie  is  generally  supposed  to  have  circumnavigated  the  whole  island.  Mr.  Merivnle,  in  his 
Ilistorv  of  the  Roman  Umpire,  vol.  VII.,  p.  80,  gives  satisfactory  reasons  for  limiting-  the  statement. 
Dion  (liniw  (Xiphiline),  in  riving  an  account  of  Severuss  expedition,  says,  that  “it  was  on  this 
occasion  that  Britain  was  clearly  ascertained  to  lie  an  island.*’  It  would  thus  appear  that  the  point 
had  not  been  absolutely  settled  previously.  It  was  supposed  to  la*  an  island  long  before,  even, 
A gri coin's  time. 
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Tlio  summer  of  a.d.  78  was  far  spent  when  he  arrived ; yet,  before 
going  into  winter  quarters,  lie  attacked  and  subdued  the  Ordoviees,  who 
occupied  North  Wales,  and  brought  the  sacred  isle  of  Anglesea  a second 
time  to  obedience.  The  respite  from  arms  which  the  following  winter 
afforded,  enabled  him  to  correct  many  abuses  in  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  province,  which  he  found  were  giving  needless  offence 
to  the  native  population. 

“ He  knew  by  tlic  experience  of  pant  events  that  conquest,  when  it  loads  the 
vanquished  with  injury  and  oppression,  can  never  he  secure  and  |>erinaner>t„  He  deter- 
mined, therefore,  to  suppress  the  seeds  of  future  hostility.  He  begun  a reform  in  his 
own  household;  a necessary  work,  but  attended  often  with  no  less  difficulty  than  the 
adtuinist  ration  of  a province.  He  removed  his  slaves  and  freedmen  from  every  department 
of  public  business.  Promotions  in  the  army  no  longer  went  by  favour  or  the  partiality  of 
the  centurions;  merit  decided.  . . . The  exigence*  of  the  army  called  for  large 

contributions  of  corn  and  other  supplies,  and  yet  he  lightened  the  burden  by  just  and 
equal  assessments;  providing,  at  the  same  time,  against  the  extortion  of  the  tax-gatherer, 
more  odious  and  intolerable  than  even  the  tax  itself.” 

His  second  campaign,  that  of  the  year  79,  was  probably  occupied 
in  subduing  the  territory  of  the  Brigantes,  which  extended  as  fiir  north 
as  the  Lowkr  Isthmus  of  the  Island. 

44  As  soon  as  the  summer  opened  he  assembled  his  army  anti  marched  in  quest  of  the 
enemy.  Ever  present  at  the  head  of  the  lines,  he  encouraged  the  strenuous  by  com- 
mendation ; he  rebuked  the  sluggard  who  fell  from  his  rank ; he  went  in  person  to  mark 
out  the  station  for  encampments;  he  sounded  the  estuaries,  and  explored  the  wood*  and 
forest#.  The  llritons,  in  the  meantime  were,  by  sudden  incursions,  kept  in  a constant 
alarm.  Having  spread  a general  terror  through  the  country,  he  then  suspended  his 
operations ; that,  in  the  interval  of  rejKMC,  the  barbarians  might  taste  the  sweet#  of  |K*ace. 
In  consequence  of  these  measures  several  states,  which  till  then  had  breathed  a spirit  of 
independence,  were  induced  to  lav  aside  their  hostile  intentions,  and  to  give  hostages  for 
their  pacific  behaviour.  Along  the  frontier  of  the  several  district#  which  had  submitted, 
a chain  of  posts  was  established,  with  so  much  care  and  judgment,  that  no  part  of  the 
country,  even  where  the  Homan  arms  hail  never  penetrated,  could  think  itself  secure  from 
the  vigour  of  the  conqueror.1  To  introduce  a system  of  new  and  wise  regulations  w as  the 
business  of  the  following  winter.  A fierce  and  savage  |»eople,  running  wild  in  woods. 


1 As  this  passage  is  of  considerable  importance  tile  original  is  here  introduced,  and  a more 
literal  translation  than  that  given  in  the  text.  44  Quibus  rebus  null  tie  civitates,  qua*  in  illurn  diem 
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would  be  ever  addicted  to  a life  of  warfare.  To  wean  them  from  those  habits  Agricola 
held  forth  the  habits  of  pleasure ; encouraging  the  natives,  as  well  by  public  assistance  as 
by  warm  exhortations,  to  build  temples,  courts  of  justice,  and  commodious  dwelling- 
houses.  He  bestowed  enconiums  on  such  as  cheerfully  obeyed : the  slow  and  uncomplying 
were  branded  with  reproach : and  thus  a spirit  of  emulation  diffused  itself,  operating  as 
a sense  of  duty.  To  establish  a plan  of  education,  and  give  the  sons  of  the  leading  chiefs 
a tincture  of  letters,  was  part  of  his  policy.  By  way  of  encouragement  he  praised  their 
talents,  and  already  saw  them,  by  the  force  of  their  natural  genius,  rising  superior  to  the 
attainments  of  the  Gauls.  The  consequence  was  that  they  who  had  always  disdained  the 
Homan  language,  began  to  cultivate  its  beauties.  The  Homan  apparel  was  seeu  without 
prejudice,  and  the  toga  became  a fashionable  part  of  dress.  By  degrees  the  charms  of 
vice  gained  admission  to  their  hearts : baths  and  porticos,  and  elegant  banquets,  grew  into 
vogue ; and  the  new  manners  which  in  fact  served  only  to  sweeten  slavery,  were  by  the 
unsus|»ccting  Britons  called  the  arts  of  polished  humanity. 

u In  the  course  of  the  third  year  [a.d.  80]  the  progress  of  the  Roman  arms  discovered 
new  nations,  whose  territories  were  laid  waste  as  far  as  the  estuary  called  the  Firth  of 
Tay.  The  legions  had  to  struggle  with  all  the  difficulties  of  a tempestuous  season  ; and 
yet  the  barbarians,  struck  with  a general  panic,  never  dared  to  hazard  an  engagement. 
The  country,  as  far  as  the  Homans  advanced  ,wos  secured  by  forts  and  garrisons.*  Men  of 
skill  and  military  science  observed  that  no  officer  knew'  better  than  Agricola  how’  to  seize, 
on  a sudden  view*,  the  most  advantageous  situation;  and  accordingly  not  one  of  the 
stations  fortified  by  his  direction  was  taken  by  storm  ; not  one  was  reduced  to  capitulate ; 
not  one  was  surrendered  or  abandoned  to  the  enemy.  At  every  post,  to  enable  the 
garrison  to  stand  a siege,  a year’s  provision  was  provided;  and  each  place  having  strength 
sufficient,  frequent  sallies  were  made : the  besiegers  were  repulsed,  and  the  Homans  passed 
the  wiutcr  secure  from  danger.  The  consequence  of  these  precautions  was  that  the 
enemy,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  retrieve  in  the  winter  what  they  lost  in  the 
antecedent  summer,  saw  no  difference  of  seasons : they  were  defeated  everywhere,  and 
reduced  to  the  last  despair.” 

The  forts  here  referred  to  were  probably  some  of  those  occupying 


ex  requo  egerant,  datis  obsidibus,  inun  posuere,  et  pnesidiis  castellisque  eircumdat®,  tanta  nitione 
curuque,  ut  nulla  ante  Britannia*  nova  pars  inlaces&ita  transient.”  — By  these  measures  many 
states,  which  till  that  day  hud  acted  on  the  defensive,  gave  hostages,  laid  their  hostility  aside  and 
were  environed  with  stations  and  castles  with  so  much  calculation  and  care,  that  no  part  of  Britain, 
though  hitherto  unnoticed,  could  think  itself  secure. — Hodgson,  Hist.  Nor,  nt.  II.,  v.  iii.,  p.  15?. 

Some  writers  have  inferred  from  this  passage  that  Agricola  built  nil  the  stations  lietween  the 
Tyne  and  the  Sol  wav,  and  that  they  were  afterwards  connected  by  a wall.  All  that  we  are 
entitled  to  infer  is,  that  he  planted  garrisons  in  those  parts  of  the  territory  of  the  Brigantes. 
Ottndini,  and  Gadeni,  where  they  would  lie  most  effectual  in  repressing  revolt.  He  would 
doubtless  make  sure  of  the  Loiter  hthtnu*,  but  that  he  drew  entirely  across  it  “a  chain  of  forts” 
at  all  resembling  in  completeness  the  stations  of  the  Wall,  is  more  than  the  passage  warrants. 

•“Ponendisque  insujier  enstellis  sputium  fuit.”  B 
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the  more  commanding  positions  of  the  Upper  Isthmus  of  the  Island, 
along  which  the  wall  of  Antoninus  Pius  was  afterwards  drawn. 

This  is  rendered  apparent  from  what  follows : — 

“The  business  of  the  fourth  campaign  [a.D.  81]  was  to  secure  the  country  which 
had  been  overrun,  not  conquered,  in  the  preceding  summer ; and  if  the  spirit  of  the  troops, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Homan  name,  had  been  capable  of  suffering  any  limits,  there  was  in 
Hritaiu  itself  a convenient  spot,  where  the  boundary  of  the  empire  might  have  been  fixed. 
The  place  for  that  purpose  was  where  the  waters  of  the  G lota  and  Hodotria  [Firths  of 
Clyde  and  Forth],  driven  up  the  country  by  the  influx  of  two  opposite  seas,  are  hindered 
from  joining  by  a narrow  neck  of  land,  which  was  then  guarded  by  a chain  of  forts.1  On 
the  south  side  of  the  isthmus  the  whole  country  was  bridled  by  the  Homans,  and  evacuated 
by  the  enemy,  who  was  driven  as  it  were  into  another  island.”1 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  the  operations  of  Agrieola  farther. 
In  the  seventh  summer  he  defeated  Galgaeus,  on  the  Hanks  of  the 
Grampians.  The  Homan  power  was  now  at  its  height.  Agricola,  when 
in  the  full  tide  of  conquest,  was  recalled  by  the  Emperor  Domitian, 
a.d.  84.  However  galling  to  his  enterprising  spirit,  he  obeyed  the 
summons  with  the  promptitude  and  grace  of  a true  soldier.  A career 
so  splendid  as  Agrieola’s  must  have  been  felt  by  Domitian  to  be  a living 
protest  against  his  own  ignoble  course.  The  recall  of  Agrieola  may 
have  been  in  accordance  with  sound  policy,  hut  there  can  Ik?  little  doubt 
that  envy  prompted  it.’ 


1 “ (juod  turn  pnesidii*  firniHhutur.” 

' Tacitus  Vita  Agricolre,  c.  19,  Ac.  Murphy’s  Translation. 

* Mr.  Merivale’s  remarks  upon  this  subject  are,  however,  worthy  of  attention  : — 

“The  bitter  charges  Tacitus  makes  against  Domitian,  tin*  envy  and  dissimulation  he  imputes 
to  him  in  the  inntfer  of  Agricola’s  recall,  are  such  as  from  tile  tyrant's  known  character  we  may 
readilv  believe.  Vet  a ltetier  and  abler  man  than  the  degenerate  son  of  Vespasian  might  now 
liave  hastened,  not  from  jealousy,  hut  with  a wise  discretion,  to  lining  the  British  campaigns  to  a 
close.  It  was  hardly  consistent  with  prudent  policy,  nor  would  it  have  been  permitted  in  the 
sounder  ages  of  the  Republic  any  more  than  of  the  Umpire,  that  the  governor  of  a distant 
dependency  should  remain  for  many  years  in  command  of  ull  its  resources,  w ith  the  entire  disposal 
of  its  places  and  emoluments,  with  a great  public  faction  growing  around  him,  and  threatening  to 
force  him  into  a hostile  attitude.  No  proconsul  since  Ciesar  had  waged  seven  vears  of  warfare  in 
any  province,  and  the  memory  of  Capsar’s  proconsulate  was  not  reassuring  either  to  the  senate  or 
die  emperor.  . . . Nor  were  tlia  results,  calmlv  considered,  worth  the  hazard.  The  victories 

of  Agncola  were  barren ; his  conquests  were  merely  disappointments.  Never  before  were  such 
efforts  made  for  so  trifling  an  object.  The  reduction  of  the  whole  of  Caledonia  would  hardly  have 
brought  one  gold  piece  into  tie*  inqierial  treasury.  Rut  the  expense  was  enormous.  . . . The 
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Agricola  was  not  again  employed  in  the  public  service.  He  died 
a.d.  93,  at  the  early  age  of  55. 

Little  is  known  of  Britain  from  the  withdrawal  of  Agricola  to  the 
advent  of  Hadrian.  Ncrva,  during  his  short  reign,  was  too  much 
engaged  in  measures  of  internal  administration,  rendered  necessary  by 
the  terrible  misgovemment  of  Domitian,  to  pay  much  attention  to  the 
extremities  of  the  empire.  The  Dacian  wars  drew  the  attention  of 
Trajan  from  the  western  to  the  eastern  portion  of  his  dominions.  After 
the  manner  of  conquerors  he  passed  from  the  subjugation  of  one  people 
to  the  attempted  overthrow  of  their  more  distant  sympathisers.  He 
forced  his  way  as  far  as  Parthia,  and,  but  for  his  advanced  age,  would 
have  attempted  the  subjugation  of  India. 

On  the  death  of  Trajan,  a.d.  117.  Hadrian  was  proclaimed  Emperor. 
He  at  once  renounced  the  sovereignty  of  the  countries  east  of  the 
Euphrates.  This  did  not  altogether  relieve  him  from  the  difficulties  of 
his  position.  The  Jews,  not  only  in  Palestine  but  throughout  the 
world,  were  in  a state  of  revolt ; Egypt  was  agitated  by  seditions,  and 
the  Moors  manifested  a rebellious  spirit.  Britain,  too,  soon  began  to 
exhibit  symptoms  of  disaffection.  Julius  Sevenis,  who  had  previously 
held  with  firmness  the  reins  of  government  in  Britain,  was  withdrawn 
from  the  island  in  order  to  subdue  the  revolt  of  the  Jews.  He  pro- 
bably took  with  him  such  native  troops  as  had  been  inured  to  lloman 
discipline.  To  this  cause,  as  Salmasius  suggests,*  the  rising  in  Britain 
was  probably  to  be  attributed.  The  pressure  of  a heavy  hand  having 
lieen  withdrawn,  the  national  discontent  rose  to  the  surface. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  119,  Hadrian  came  himself  to  Britain, 
bringing  with  him,  there  is  reason  to  suppose,  the  Empress  Sabina.’  He 


long  career  which  hatl  already  l»cen  vouchsafed  to  Agricoin  was  owing*,  perhaps,  to  the  premature 
death  of  his  first  patron,  Ycs|wisinn,  the  ensv  indolence  of  Titus,  and  the  timidity  of  IWuitian  on 
his  first  accession  to  a position  which  lie  had  earned  by  no  merits  of  his  own. — MerivnleV  Homan 
Empire,  voL  vii.,  p.  91. 

‘In  a note  on  this  part  of  Spartian's  Life  of  Hadrian,  p.  25,  ed.  Lug*.  Bat.,  1061. 

•The  authority  for  the  supposition  that  Sabina  accompanied  Hadrian  is  a passage  in  Spartian's 
Life  of  Hadrian.  Immediately  after  stating  that  Hadrian  came  to  Britain  where  he  corrected  many 
things,  and  first  built  a wall  eighty  miles  long  to  divide  the  harlmriaiis  from  the  Homans,  this 
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was  led  to  this  step  not  only  by  the  necessity  of  lining  the  most  vigorous 
measures  in  order  to  crush  the  rebellion  in  Britain,  but  by  the  impulse 
of  his  own  active  habits,  and  a desire  to  examine  personally  every  part 
of  his  wide  dominions.  An  emperor,  he  used  to  say,  ought  to  imitate 
the  sun,  which  illuminates  not  one  place  but  all  the  corners  and  regions 
of  the  earth.  Hadrian’s  visit  to  this  distant  part  of  his  empire  was 
commemorated  in  the  imperial  currency  of  the  day.  The  large  brass  coin 

here  represented  was  struck  by  decree 
of  the  senate,  in  the  year  121.  On 
the  obverse  we  have  the  laurelled 
head  of  the  emperor,  with  the  legend 
ILADRIANV8  AVG.  COS.  III.  p.p.*  On  the 
reverse  the  emperor  is  represented  in 
his  priestly  robes,  sacrificing  at  an  altar : opposite  to  him  is  a female 
figure  with  a victim  at  her  feet.  The  legend  states  the  occasion  on 
which  the  coin  was  struck — adventvs  avg[vsti]  Britannia: — the  arrival 
of  the  emperor  in  Britain. 

Historians  tell  us  almost  nothing  of  Hadrian's  exploits  in  Britain. 
iElius  Spartianus,  who  flourished  towards  the  end  of  the  third  century 
and  the  beginning  of  the  fourth,  and  is  one  of  the  authors  of  the  col- 
lection commonly  classed  together  under  the  title  “ Historian  August® 
Scriptores  sex”  is  the  chief  authority  on  the  subject.  His  narrative, 
which,  unfortunately,  is  exceedingly  brief,  is  as  follows : — “ Ergo 


author  mid*,  “he  removed  from  office  Septkiua  Clarus,  the  pr.efcct  of  the  pnetorium,  Suetonius 
Tranquillus,  his  secretary,  nnd  many  others,  localise,  at  that  time,  they  had  conducted  themselves 
towards  his  wife  Sabina,  without  his  orders,  more  familiarly  than  the  respect  due  to  the  imjierial 
family  permitted  — quia  apud  Sahinum  uxorem,  in  jus*  u ejus,  lamiliarihs  sc  tunc  egerunt  qunxD 
reverrntia  domus  aulicte  jKwtulahat.”  This  passage,  as  Mr.  Merivale  remarks,  is  very  enigmatical. 
Hist.  Horn.  v.  vii.,  p.  438.  Hie  explanation  ottered  by  annotators  of  the  phrase  44  injussu  ejus”  is,  that 
though  hu  used  the  empress  ill  himself  he  did  not  allow  other  persons  to  do  so  without  his  express 
permission. 

• It  will  lie  observed  that  in  this  coin  the  title  of  Pater  Patria*  is  given  to  Hadrian.  It  has 
liecn  conceived  that  he  did  not  take  the  title  until  a much  later  period,  8f«irtian  says  “that  he 
once  and  again  declined  it  Iwcause  Augustus  had  not  assumed  it  until  a late  jieriod  of  his  reign; 
— Putrid  Putriie  nomen  sibi  delation  stotim  et  iterum  postea,  distulit:  quod  hoc  nomen  Augustus 
sero  meruisset.”  Eckhel,  vol.  vi.,  p.  515,  tells  ns  that  Hadrian  did  not  assume  the  title  until  a.d. 
128.  This  coin  and  several  others,  together  with  some  lapidarv  inscriptions,  must  he  regarded  as 
exceptional  examples,  if  Eckhel’s  opinion  be  correct.  &■*»  Smyth’s  Romuu  Medals,  p.  08;  Holder’s 
Records,  p.  1303;  G ruter,  p.  248. 
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conversis  rcgio  more  militibus,  Britanniam  potiit : in  quA  multa  correxit, 
murumque  per  octoginta  millia  passuum  primus  duxit,  qui  barbaros 
Bomanosque  divideret.  . . . Compositis  in  Britannia  rebus,  traus- 

grcssus  in  Gallium,  &c.” — Therefore,  having  withdrawn  his  soldiers  by 
his  own  example  from  luxurious  habits,’  he  went  to  Britain,  where  he 
corrected  many  things,  and  there  first  drew  a wall  eighty  miles  in  length, 
in  order  to  divide  the  barbarians  from  the  Romans.  When  he  had 
put  the  affairs  of  the  province  into  order,  he  passed  into  Gaul. 

A few  additional  fragments  of  knowledge  may  be  gathered  from 
the  lapidary  inscriptions  which  have  come  down  to  our  day. 

It  seems  certain  that  he  brought  to  England  with  him  the  sixth 
legion,  which  took  the  epithet  of  Victrix,  and  occasionally  ulso  of  Pia 
Fidelis,  and  had  its  head-quarters  at  York.  The  authority  for  this 
statement  is  an  inscription  reared  to  the  honour  of  Marcus  Pontius, 
giving  him  the  following  titles  amongst  others: — imperatoris  divi 
hadriani  ah  actis,  trihvno  miutvm  i.egio.nis  sext.e  victbicis,  cvji  qva 
ex  germaxia  IN  britanniam  TRANsiiT — the  notary  of  the  deified  Emperor 
Hadrian,  military  tribune  of  the  Sixth  Legion  the  Victories,  with  which 
he  came  from  Germany  to  Briton.  See  Britan.  Rom.,  p.  79. 

On  his  arrival  on  the  southern  coast  lie  seems  to  have  organized  a 
fleet,  for  securing  the  safe  passage  of  the  troops,  and  for  the  lietter 
protection  of  the  island.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  first  mention  of  the 
British  navy  occurs  in  connection  with  Iris  name.  On  a slab,  found  in 
Umbria,  an  inscription  is  engraved  in  honour  of  M.  Mtcuius  Agrippa,  of 
whom  (amongst  other  things,)  the  following  statements  are  made : — 

“ EI.ECTO  A nrvo  II ADRIANO  ET  MISSO  IN  EXPEDITIONEM  HR1TANMCAM  TRIII. 
con.  I.  nisPAN.  eqvit.  . . . Pit.Ki’.  ceassib  BRITANNIC.*,  &c.” — Selected 

by  the  divine  Hadrian  and  sent  on  the  Britannic  expedition ; [he  was] 
tribune  of  the  first  cavalry  cohort  of  Spaniards  . . . prefect  of  the 

British  fleet,  &c.  See  Orellius,  No.  804.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject,  that  a marine  cohort  stationed  at  one  of  the 


1 'Hie  translation  of  this  clause  is  difficult.  Its  most  prolmhle  sipniticafion  is  that  attempted 
in  the  text,  thouph,  of  necessity,  somewhat  iwraphrasticallv. 
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ports  connected  with  the  Wall,  took  its  name  from  Hadrian's  family — 
Conons  zElia  Claksica. 

When  Hadrian  accompanied  Trajan  in  his  Dacian  campaign,  and  on 
other  occasions,  lie  would  necessarily  be  rendered  familiar  with  the  boldest 
engineering  schemes.  When  military  expediency  required  it,  Trajan 
threw  massive  bridges  across  the  most  rapid  streams,  drew  Ins  roads  over 
interminable  tracts  of  country,  and  erected  frontier  walls  between  one 
region  and  another.  Hadrian  in  these  matters  was  not  an  inapt 
scholar,  as  we  shall  immediately  see. 

We  are  not  informed  on  what  part  of  the  English  shore  Hadrian 
landed,  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  it  was  on  the  south-east  coast.  On 
his  way  to  the  disturbed  regions  of  the  north,  he  would  necessarily 
attend  to  the  state  of  the  roads  by  which  his  military  communications 
were  to  be  kept  up.  Near  to  Leicester,  a Roman  milestone  has  been 
found,  inscribed  with  the  name  of  Hadrian.  This  milestone,  which, 
though  not  the  only  one  left  to  us  in  England,  is  one  of  very  few, 
warrants  the  opinion,  that  Hadrian  struck  out  new  lines  of  road,  or  put  the 
existing  roads  into  a state  of  efficient  repair.  The  bridge  with  which 
Hadrian  spanned  the  river  Tyne,  at  Newcastle,  is  an  indication  of  the 
decisive  measures  which  he  adopted  when  approaching  the  focus  of  revolt. 
Agricola  had  passed  the  river  sixteen  miles  higher  up,  and  probably 
crossed  it  by  a ford.  This  bridge  was  thought  a work  of  sufficient 
importance  to  be  dignified  by  the  Emperor’s  own  family  name,  and  it  in 
turn  gave  name  to  the  fortified  town  at  its  northern  extremity — Pons 
yEi.n,  the  modern  Newcastle. 

Having  now  made  all  secure  in  his  rear,  he  was  in  a position  to 
take  those  other  measures  which  his  experience  and  military  genius 
showed  him  were  necessary  for  rendering  permanent  the  Roman 
dominion  in  the  UpjxT  Isthmus  of  England,  and  the  region  beyond. 
The  chief  of  these  was  the  construction  of  that  chain  of  fortresses — 
linked  by  roads  and  covered  by  a wall — which  it  is  the  object  of  this 
work  to  describe. 

The  senate  of  Rome  were  not  unobservant  spectators  of  the  progress 
of  the  emperor.  The  bronze  coinage  of  the  day  was  under  their  control, 
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and  on  it  they  put  upon  imperishable  record  the  triumphs  of  the 

imperial  conqueror.  The  woodcut  here 
introduced  exhibits  a second  brass  coin, 
having  a bust  of  Hadrian  on  the  obverse, 
and  a female  figure  on  the  reverse,  which 
is  sufficiently  explained  by  the  legend 
which  surrounds  it— Britannia.  The 

following  woodcut  shows  the  reverse  of  a large  brass  coin 1 which  was 
struck  at  the  same  period.  The  Britannia  on  these  coins  has  evidently 
formed  the  design  after  which  the  Britannia  of  the  copper  coinage  of 
England  has  been  modelled  from  the  (lays  of  Charles  IT.  until  now. 

Knowing  as  we  do  the  subsequent  history  of 
the  island  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  extensive 
inlluence  which  she  possesses  at  the  present  hour, 
it  is  not  a little  interesting  to  look  upon  these 
impersonations  of  her  early  condition.  In  both 
the  instances  lwfore  us  she  is  represented  by  a 
female  seated  upon  a rock.  Her  head  is  bare,  and 
no  wreath  or  emblem  of  victory  is  in  her  hand.  In  these  respects  she 
forms  a contrast  to  the  impersonations  of  the  Imperial  City,  usually  given 
by  the  Roman  medallists.  Besides  wearing  a defiant  aspect,  Roma  is 
almost  uniformly  represented  with  a helmet  on  her  head,  and  an  image  of 
victory,  or  the  victor's  garland,  in  her  right  hand.  Britannia,  though  not 
jubilant,  is  not  despondent,  neither  is  she  unarmed.  She  sits  secure  but 
watchful.  Her  sjx>ar  is  in  her  hand,  and  her  shield  by  her  side*  Her 
general  aspect  is  very  different,  from  that  which  the  Roman  mintmasters 
have  given  us  of  the  unhappy  and  down-trodden  ivdka  upon  the  coins  of 
Vespasian  and  Titus,  some  of  which  will  lie  introduced  afterwards. 

It  is  perhaps  indicative  of  the  modesty  of  Hadrian,  that  on  tin- 
gold  and  silver  coinage  of  the  period  there  is  no  reference  to  his  exploits 


1 Farmer! v in  tJn»  cabinet  of  Mr.  Holder,  and  fully  described  in  his  Records  of  Homan 
History,  No.  Cu8,  p.  326. 

* See,  upon  the  subject  of  this  contrast,  Holder's  Records  of  Rom.  Hist,  p.  328. 
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in  Britain,  though  these  issues  of  the  mint  were  under  his  own  imme- 
diate command.  It  is  otherwise  with  the  Emperor  Claudian,  “the  gold 
and  silver  coins  only  of  this  emperor  commemorate  his  victories  in 
Britain.”1 

No  record  informs  us  how  long  Hadrian  remained  in  Britain. 
One  complete  summer  would  enable  him  to  form  his  plans  and  give  the 
necessary  orders  ; he  probably  withdrew  at  the  approach  of  the  second 
winter.  On  retiring  he  gave  the  command  of  the  Province  to  his  friend 
Aulus  l’latorius  N-pos,  a man  of  senatorial  and  consular  dignity. 
Numerous  inscriptions  found  upon  the  Wall  mention  his  name,  and  lead 
us  to  conclude  that  to  him  the  chief  charge  of  its  construction  was 


5.  us— 3 feet  2 :11c Lea  b 7 2 feet. 


entrusted.  The  fine  slab,  shown  in  the  woodcut,  was  found  in  the 
( 'astle-Nick  Mile-Tower,  on  the  Iloman  Wall  about  mid-way  between  tin- 
two  seas,  and  fragmentary  duplicates  have  been  found  in  three  other  mile 
castles  on  the  wall.  The  inscription  is  to  the  effect  that  the  second  legion, 
styled  the  August,  erected  the  building  in  honour  of  the  Emperor  (Ja-sar 


1 Akerwuu’s  Coins  relating1  to  Britain,  |>.  13. 
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Trajanus  Hadrianus  Augustus,  Aulus  Platorius  Nepos  being  bis  legate 
and  proprietor. 

Antoninus  Pius,  tlie  successor  of  Hadrian,  was  a man  of  peace. 
Notwithstanding,  at  an  early  period  of  his  reign,  he  was  involved  in  a 
series  of  wars.  His  biographer,  Julius  Capitolinus,  in  enumerating  the 
nations  which  rose  in  rebellion,  mentions  the  Britons,  the  Moors,  the 
Germans,  the  Dacians,  the  Jews,  the  people  of  Actinia,  and  the  Egyptians. 
All  of  them  he  subdued  by  the  instrumentality  of  his  legates.  Against 
the  Britons  he  sent,  as  his  lieutenant,  Quintus  Lollius  Urbieus,  who,  as 
Capitoline  tells  us,  routed  them,  and  dammed  back  the  tide  of  disaffection 
by  building  another  wall  [not  of  stone  but]  of  turf.' 

The  wall  built  by  Urbieus  is  that  which  is  now  known  as  Graham’s 
Dike,  in  Scotland.  It  extends  from  the  Firth  of  Forth  to  the  Firth  of 
Clyde.  It  is  a huge  earthen  rampart,  the  lower  part  of  it  being  in  some 
places  supported  by  a few  courses  of  stone.  Many  inscriptions  have 
been  found  on  it  mentioning  Antoninus  Pius ; none  mention  any  other 
emperor.  One  solitary  fragment,  which  lias  been  described  by  Gordon," 

Horsley,"  and  Stuart,'  and  is 
now  in  the  Museum  of  Glasgow 
College,  beam  the  name  of  Lol- 
lius Urbieus,  the  emperor’s  effi- 
cient representative.  A more 
important  inscription  than  this, 
but  belonging  rather  to  the 
fortifications  of  the  Lower  than 
the  Upper  Isthmus,  has  recently 
been  discovered,  and  is  figured  in  the  margin.  It  was  found  at  tin- 
station  of  Brkmenium,  which  stands  on  the  Watling  Street,  a few  miles 
within  the  English  border.  It  gives  the  names  both  of  Antoninus  and 


IP^CAES; 
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1 The  wool*  of  Capitolinus  are,  “Nam  et  Britanno*  per  Lollium  Urbicum  vicif,  alio  tnuro 
cespitirio  sulmiofis  karbari*  ducto.” 

5 Itinerurium  Septentrionalc,  p.  03.  9 Britannia  Montana,  Scot.  VIII. 

* Caledonia  Romana,  p.  318. 
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his  legate.1  As  Capitolinus  is  the  only  Roman  author  who  has  informed 
us  that  Antoninus  Pius  sent  Lollius  Urbicus  to  Britain,  to  repress  the 
tumults  there,  it  is  interesting  to  meet  with  these  confirmations  of  his 
authority.  Gordon  knew  the  value  of  such  testimonies.  Speaking  of 
the  unadorned  and  fractured  stone,  already  referred  to,  on  which  he 
discerned  the  letters  . . . i\  leg.  ii.  a.  q.  loelio  vb.  i.eg.  AVG.  pr.  PR., 
he  says — “ It  is  the  most  invaluable  jewel  of  antiquity  that  ever  was 
found  in  the  island  of  Britain  since  the  time  of  the  Romans,”  and  then 
goes  on  to  remark — “If  one  were  to  comment  on  this  stone,  as  the  sub- 
ject would  well  admit  of  it,  a whole  treatise  might  very  well  be  written 
on  this  head  ; and  if  the  inscriptions  found  on  Hadrian's  and  Keverus's 
Walls  in  England  had  given  as  great  light  by  whom  they  were  originally 
built,  it  woidd  have  saved  a great  deal  of  trouble  and  contention  among 
writers.”  If  Gordon  had  seen  the  slab  from  Bremenh'm,  his  enthusiasm 
would  have  risen  to  a still  higher  pitch  ; and  if  he  had  seen  the  inscrip- 
tions, bearing  the  name  of  Hadrian,  which  have  been  found  upon  the 
Northumbrian  Wall,  one  of  which  has  already  been  shown  (p.  16),  he 
would  not  have  written  the  latter  part  of  this  sentence. 

On  the  Wall  of  the  Lower  Isthmus  there  are  several  memorials  of 
the  age  of  Antoninus  Pius,  besides  the  one  already  mentioned.  From 
the  occurrence  of  these,  and  from  the  abundance  of  the  coins  of  the 
period  which  are  found  when  excavations  are  made  upon  the  line,  we 
may  infer  that  the  Roman  Legate  marshalled  his  forces  there,  saw  that 
its  stations  and  outworks  were  put  into  an  efficient  state  of  repair,  and 
then  marched  by  the  Watling  Street  to  the  Scottish  frontier. 

Most  of  the  coins  found  upon  the  Antoninc  Wall  belong  to  the 
reigns  of  Vespasian  and  Antoninus  Pius.  Those  of  the  earlier  emperor 
would  be  brought  by  the  trixips  of  Agricola ; those  of  the  later  by  the 
followers  of  Lollius.  The  comparative  absence  of  coins  and  inscriptions 
of  a date  subsequent  to  the  time  of  the  first  of  the  Antonines,  warrants 


1 This  inscription  is  now  in  the  Museum  of  British  Antiquities  in  Alnwick  rustle.  It  mav  lie 
mol — The  first  cohort  of  the  Lingnnes,  « cavalry  regiment,  erectwl  (this  building'  in  honour  of  the 
Eiiij»eror  Csesar  Titus  /Klius  Hndrianus  Antoninus.  Augustus,  Bins,  father  of  his  country,  under 
the  direction  of  Quint  us  Lollius  Urbicus,  imperial  legate  and  proprietor. 
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the  opinion  that  the  Wall  of  the  Upper  Isthmus  was  not  held  with  the 
pertinacity  with  which  that  of  the  Lower  was. 

The  mintniusters  at  Home  were  not  inattentive  to  the  progress  of 
events  in  Britain.  On  many  of  their  issues  there  is  direct  reference  to 
the  affairs  of  the  island.  One  of  the  most  interesting  is  that  which  is 

here  represented,  taken  from 
a specimen  in  the  British 
Museum.  On  the  obverse  is 
the  laureated  head  of  Anto- 
ninus. On  the  reverse  Bri- 
tannia is  seen  seated  upon  a 
globe,  which  floats  upon  the 
waves.  She  is  provided  with  shield  and  spear,  and  lias  a standard  in 
her  right  hand.  The  position  of  the  globe  upon  the  water  is  no  doubt 
intended  to  indicate  the  insular  character  of  Great  Britain;  or,  if  we 
choose  to  give  wings  to  the  imagination,  to  show  that  even  in  Roman 
days  Britannia  was  destined  to  lie  mistress  of  the  seas.'  This  coin  was 
struck  in  the  3rd  consulship  of  Anton ino,  corresponding  with  the  year 
141  of  the  Christian  era. 

The  reverse  of  another  fine  coin  is  here  in- 
troduced. Britannia  is  seated  upon  a rock,  a 
military  standard  is  in  her  right  hand,  a spear  in 
her  left.  Her  shield  is  at  her  left  side,  resting 
upon  a helmet.  Ever}'  thing  here  is  indicative  of 
strength  and  security.  This  coin  also  lickings  to 
the  year  141.  The  specimen  is  much  defaced. 

The  next  coin  belongs  to  a later  date,  and  is  of  a character  too 
remarkable  to  be  omitted.  “ In  this  representation  of  Britannia  she  is 
deprived  of  her  sjiear,  and  appears  to  be  in  an  attitude  of  grief  and  dejec- 
tion. One  might  imagine  that  some  insurrection  lmd  been  made  by  the 
Britons,  which  had  been  suppressed,  and  their  anus  taken  from  them  ; 
hut  we  have  no  historic  notice  of  such  an  occurrence  in  a.d.  155,  the 


1 Hobler’s  Ileeords  of  Itnmun  History,  p.  410. 
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date  of  this  coin.'”  It  is  of  second  brass.  Mr.  Akennnn  informs  us, 
that  “ of  all  the  coins  relating  to  Britain  this  is  the  most  frequently 

^ discovered  in  England.  Some  time  since,”  he  continues, 

> “one  of  them  was  dug  up  in  St.  Saviour's  churchyard, 

, ,v\  . 1 . 

O-  4 near  London  Bridge.  They  are  generally  met  with  in 

V;  wry  ordinary  condition,  and  art*  scarcely  ever  met  with 

in  line  preservation.”1  One  was  recently  found  in  the 
station  of  CoNDKnct  M,nearXewcastlo-upon-Tync ; it  was 
much  corroded.  On  meeting  with  specimens  of  coins  like  this,  the  mind 
is  startled  at  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  relative  positions 
of  Rome  and  Britain  since  first  they  were  buried  in  the  earth.  With 
such  experience  before  us,  it  becomes  the  most  pros])eroiLs  nations  to 
bear  their  honours  meekly. 

Antoninus  Pius  died  in  the  year  161,  and  was  succeeded  by  Marcus 
Aurelius.  He  at  once  associated  with  himself  in  the  government 
of  the  empire  Lucius  Vcrus,  and  the  Roman  world  for  the  first  time 
acknowledged  two  masters.  Lucius  Verus  died  A.D.  l(i!>,  leaving  Marcus 
Aurelius  once  more  sole  emperor.  In  the  year  177,  Commodus  became 
colleague  with  his  father,  and  Rome  again  had  two  emperors. 
Marcus  Aurelius  died  a.i>.  180,  leaving  the  government  to  Commodus. 
Some  inscriptions,  found  upon  the  Wall,  mentioning  a plurality  of 
emperors,  probably  belong  to  the  earlier  or  later  period  of  the  reign  of 
Aurelius.  Julius  Capitolinas  is  the  only  Roman  historian  who  refers  to 
Britain  during  the  reign  of  Marcus  Aurelius.  His  notices  are  brief,  but 
important.  After  enumerating,  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  reign, 
the  wars  in  which  the  twin  emperors  were  engaged,  he  says — “ Immi- 
nebat  ctiam  Britannicum  helium  et  Catti  in  Germanium  ac  Rha'tiam 
irruperant.  Et  adversus  Britannos  quidem  Calphurnius  Agricola 
missus  est,  contra  Cattos  Aufidius  Victorians.”* — A Britannic  war  was 
imminent,  and  the  Catti  had  made  an  irruption  into  Germany  and 

1 Holder's  Records  of  Roman  Hinton*  on  Coins,  p.  4*VJ. 

* Akcrman's  Coins  of  the  Romans  relating  to  Dritain,  p.  35. 

' Historii?  Aug%  Scriptures  VI.,  p.  100, 
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llhietia.  Against  the  Britons  was  sent  Cal])humius  Agricola,  and  against 
the  Catti,  Autidius  Victorious. — This  piussage  lias  been  eoufirnied  by  the 
discovery  on  the  Wall  not  only  of  inscriptions  containing  the  names  of 
the  two  emperors,  but  of  some  expressly  naming  Calpurnius  Agricola 


in  his  capacity  of  Legate  and  Propraetor.  The 
fragment  of  one  found  at  Magna,  the  modern 
Carvoran,  is  here  introduced. 

Peace,  if  procured  at  this  time,  was  not  of 
long  duration.  Capitolinus.  in  describing  the 
events  which  took  place  after  the  death  of  Venus, 
says,  “All  the  nations  had  conspired  together 
from  the  Illyriean  boundary  even  to  Gaul 
and  then,  after  enumerating  many  others  which 
were  in  a state  of  revolt,  he  adds,  “ War  was  imminent  also  in  Britain 
and  in  Parthia. — With  great  difficulty  he  overcame  these  fierce  nations."1 

But  the  most  serious  reverse  which  the  Roman  arms  sustained  in 
Britain  seems  to  have  occurred  in  the  reign  of  Commodus.  Wo  are 
indebted  to  Xiphiline's  Abridgment  of  Dion  Cassius  for  an  account  of  it.’ 


■ 
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“ Commodus  was  also  engaged  in  several  warn  with  the  barbarians  who  dwell  beyond 
Daria;  in  which  Albinos  and  Niger,  who  afterwards  fought  against  the  emperor  Severus, 
both  gained  groat  reputation : the  Britannic  war,  however,  was  the  greatest  of  these. 
For  some  of  the  nations  within  that  inland  having  |>asscd  over  the  Wall  which  divided 
them  from  the  Homan  stations,  and,  besides  killing  a certain  commander  with  bis  soldiers, 
having  committed  much  other  devastation,  Coiuinodus  became  alarmed,  and  sent  Marcellus 
Ulpius'  against  them.  This  man  was  moderate  and  sparing,  and  though  living  always 
like  a common  soldier,  ns  well  in  his  food  as  in  every  other  respect,  when  on  service  lie* 
was  both  high-minded  and  courageous;  it  was  manifest  that  he  was  not  to  be  corrupted  by 
gifts;  neither,  indeed,  was  be  affable  nor  kind  in  his  manners.  He  was  the  most  wakeful 
of  all  generals.  . . . Such  was  Marcellus,  who  grievously  worsted  the  barbarians  in 

Britain.”* 


1 11  is  tori  ip  Augusta*,  p.  201. 

* A great  jun rt  of  the  History  of  Dion  Cassius  is  lost.  “From  l«»ok  (51  to  HO  we  have  only 
the  abridgment  made  by  Xiphiline  in  the  lltli  century.” — Smith's  Diet.  Dion  Cassius.  Xiphiline, 
as  well  as  Dion  Cassius,  writes  in  Creek. 

* Oilier  authorities  give  Ulpius  Marcellus,  not  Marcellus  Ulpius.  Xiphiline  has  prolmbly 
through  error  inverted  the  name. 

* Monumenta  Historicn  Dritannica,  p.  lix. 
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The  Wall  of  Hadrian  hears  marks  throughout  its  whole  length  of 
having  undergone  some  terrible  disaster,  long  before  the  period  of  its 
final  abandonment.  The  signs  of  ruin,  which  in  every  mile  castle  and 
station  meet  the  view  of  the  explorer,  bear  silent  testimony  to  the  state- 
ments of  the  historian.  Most  of  the  troops  had  probably  been  temporarily 
withdrawn  from  the  garrisons  of  the  Antonine  Wall  in  the  previous 
reign,  and  now  the  barbarians.  Hushed  with  success,  not  only  routed  the 
troops  which  guarded  the  stronger  line  of  Hadrian,  but  overturned  the 
barracks  of  the  soldiery,  and  burnt  everything  that  was  capable  of  com- 
bustion. Their  triumphing  was  short.  Ulpius  Marcellas  drove  them 
hack  to  their  former  haunts,  and  hastily  repaired  the  Wall.  He  did  not, 
however,  restore  it  to  its  former  state  of  strength  and  efficiency.  Snell, 
at  least,  is  the  conclusion  to  which  an  examination  of  the  structure 
itself  would  lead  us. 

In  consequence  of  the  success  of  the  expedition  of  I’lpius  Marcellas, 
Coiiiinodus  was  saluted  Imi'kkatok  for  the  seventh  time,  and  received 


from  the  senate  the  title  of  15iutan\ici  s.  This  took  place  a.d.  1 *4. 

....  ....  Several  of  the 

C<i*l£»jjMh  \ coins  of  tire  cni|ien>r 

eomtnetnonite^  the 

viu"  7n7"* a" 

|.i>  , exceeding  hue  me- 

■ dull  ion,1  now  in  the 

British  Museum.’  On  the  obverse  we  have  the  laurcatcd  heail  of  the 
emperor.  Wlio,  on  looking  at  the  comely  portrait, does  not  regret,  that  such 
a man  should  have  allowed  himself  todeseend  to  the  deepest  abyss  of  mean- 
ness and  brutality?  The  legend  concludes  with  the  ill-fitting  epithets 


« : ,'s,  a 


■m 


1 Medallions  an*  larger  than  tlie  ordinary  first  brass  coins,  in  higher  relief,  and  without 
the  S.C.  They  may  have  been  struck  for  distribution  on  special  occasions.  They  were  probably  not 
intended  for  general  circulation. — See  Admiral  Smyth’s  * atalogue,  p.  xtii. 

. * “This  medallion  wn«  brought  to  Fngland  by  Mr.  Millingen,  who  sold  it  to  the  well-known 

collector,  Mr,  Thomas,  for  £l<H)t  and  at  the  sale  of  his  coins  it  was  bought  by  the  British  Museum 
for  £76;  now  it  would  bo  £175.” — Kohler’s  Records,  p.  087. 
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of  Pivs  and  Bkit[a\nicvs].  The  reverse  shows  Britannia  seated  upon  a 
roek.  She  has  a standard  in  her  right  hand— the  attribute  of  a garrisoned 
province  ; a spear  is  in  her  left,  and  a shield,  resting  upon  a helmet,  is 
by  her  side — betokening  her  strength  and  warlike  spirit.  In  the  legend, 
the  word  Bhiitama  assumes  a peculiar  form.  Here,  also,  we  have  as  the 
date,  the  emperor's  tenth  tribunitiate,  tu[ii!Vmtia]  i>[otkstatk]  x,  which 
corresponds  with  the  year  extending  from  April,  184,  to  April,  185. 

tWhen  Horsley  wrote,  no  memorial  of  Ulpius  Mar- 
eellus  had  been  found  in  Britain.  He  savs,  “ I do  not 
rcmemltcr  his  name  in  any  Homan  inscriptions  in  Britain, 
so  that  all  we  know  of  him  is  from  this  historian  [Xiphi- 
line].’’  Brit.  Rom.,  p.  54.  We  are.  moiv  fortunate  now. 
On  the  fragment  of  a stone  found  at  Chesters,  on  the 
r T 7 North  Tyne,  and  preserved  in  the  museum  there,  we  have 
letters,  which,  without  effort,  may  be  filled  in  thus : — 

Vl.PIO  [1IARCELI.0]  [l.EC.]  I,[ll.]  [l’K.] 

and  on  a fine  altar,  discovered  at  Benwell,  which  will  presently  he  des- 
cribed, we  have,  without  dispute,  the  words— svn  vi.no  marcello  cos. 

Little  more  is  known  of  Britain  during  the  reign  of  Commodus. 
P.  Helvius  Pertinax,  who  obtained  the  purple  on  the  death  of  Commodus, 
was  for  some  time  its  governor,  and  on  his  withdrawal,  the  command 
was  obtained  bv  Clodius  Albinus,  who,  fora  brief  space,  was  the  colleague 
of  Septimius  Sevenis,  ami  subsequently  his  rival. 

On  the  death  of  Pertinax,  A.o.  193,  and  the  murder  of  his  immediate 
successor,  Didius  Julianus,  there  were  three  rivals  in  the  field.  Pcscen- 
nius  Niger  was  proclaimed  emperor  by  the  legions  in  Syria  ; L.  Septimius 
Sevenis  by  the  troops  in  Illyrieum  and  Pannonia ; and  (.'lodius  Albinus 
by  the  armies  in  Britain  and  Gaul.  Sevenis  lulled  the  suspicions  of 
Albinus,  until  he  had  overcome.  Niger,  and  then  marched  against  him. 


Albinus  seeing  at  length  the  danger  of 
his  position,  hastened  into  Gaul.  The 
denarius,  shown  on  the  margin,  was  pro- 
bably struck  by  him  at  this  time.  On  the 


obverse  he  claims  the  titles  Imi-eratou  and  Avuvsrvs,  and  on  the  reverse 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  LYONS. 


lie  shows  by  the  emblem  employed — two  hands  joined,  with  a military 
standard  between  them — his  confidence  in  the  troops  which  accom- 
panied him.1  The  battle,  on  the  fate  of  which  the  mastery  of  the  world 
depended,  took  place  near  Lyons,  on  the  19th  of  February,  197.  Each 
combatant  brought  into  the  field  an  army  17)0.000  strong,  that  of  Albinos 
consisting  chiefly  of  British  troops.  We  learn  from  Hcrodian  some  par- 
ticulars of  the  engagement. 

“ When,  therefore,  the  army  of  Scverug  had  arrived  in  Gaul,  there  was  some 
skirmishing;  in  different  places:  Imt  the  decisive  battle  was  near  Liigdunum,  a great  and 
opulent  city,  in  which*  having  shut  himself  up,  Albinus  remained,  but  sent  forth  his  forces 
to  the  fight.  A severe  conflict  ensuing,  the  fate  of  victory  on  either  side  for  a long  time 
continued  dubious,  for  the  Britons  yield  nothing  either  in  courage  or  sanguinary  spirit  to 
the  Illyrians.  Such  noble  arnica,  therefore,  encountering,  the  overthrow  of  neither  was 
easy;  and  as  some  of  the  historians  of  that  time,  who  write  for  troth's  sake  ami  not  for 
favour,  relate,  that  division  of  Alhinus’a  army  to  which  Severn#  with  his  army  was 
op|>oscd,  had  greatly  the  advantage,  insomuch  that  he  was  put  to  flight,  fell  from  his  horse, 
and  threw  off  his  imperial  robe  to  conceal  himself. 

“ But  at  this  time,  Laetus,  one  of  Severn#’#  commanders,  coming  in  sight  with  fresh 
forces,  Severn#’#  party  took  courage,  placed  him  on  his  horse,  and  again  clad  him  in  his 
imperial  robe.  Albinus’a  troojie  supposing  themselves  already  victorious,  and,  in  con- 
sequence, having  their  ranks  somewhat  disordered  when  this  noble  and  fresh  army  fell 
suddenly  uj>on  them,  gave  way  after  but  little  resistance.  A desperate  rout  ensuing,  the 
goldiers  of  Severn#  pursued  and  slew  them  until  they  threw  themselves  into  the  city. 
. . . . Severus’s  army  having  plundered  and  burnt  the  city,  Lugdununi,  and  captured 

Alhinus,  they  cut  off  his  head  and  brought  it  to  Severus.”* 

SoveniH  having  made  arrangements  for  tbc  government  of  Britain, 
and  having  sent  Virius  Lupus  as  his  legate  there,  went  to  Rome  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  hard-earned  victories  over  his  two  rivals.  The 
name  of  Virius  Lupus  occurs  on  inscriptions  found  at  Ilkley  and  at  Bowes. 

After  a visit  to  the  East,  and  a somewhat  lengthened  sojourn  at 
Rome,  Severus  bent  his  steps  towards  Britain.  His  legate  had  great 
difficulty  in  repressing  the  a thicks  of  the  Caledonians.  Xiphilinc 
tells  us — 

“ Moreover,  in  Britain,  about  this  time,  on  account  of  the  Caledonian*,  having 


1 Holder’s  Records  of  Roman  History,  p.  017. 

* Herodiani  Hist.  bib.  iii.,  c.  01.  Moniunentu  Hist.  Brit.,  p.  Uiit. 
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made  preparation  to  assist  the  Mica  tic,  not  abiding  by  their  promise* ; and  because  at  this 
period,  al.so,  Severus  was  engaged  in  a war  near  home,  Lupus  was  compelled  to  purchase 
peace  from  the  Mscatac  at  a great  price,  after  having  made  a few  prisoners.” 

The  emperor’s  presence  was  obviously  necessary  to  maintain  the 
supremacy  of  Rome.  He  hail  other  motives,  however,  for  visiting  the 
island.  His  own  bounding  ambition  impelled  him  ; his  soldiery'  were 
sinking  into  listlessness  and  inactivity ; and  some  means  must  be  provided 
for  withdrawing  his  sons  from  the  abandoned  pleasures  of  the  city.  He 
gladly  listened,  therefore,  to  the  call  of  his  legate,  and  took  his  departure 
for  Britain,  not  without  some  sad  misgivings  that  he  would  never  return. 
He  was  accompanied  by  both  his  sons,  and  the  empress,  Julia  Domna. 

“ It  would,”  Horsley  remarks,1  “ be  a great  satisfaction  to  deter- 
mine the  time  of  this  emperor’s  coming  to  Britain.”  This  may  be  done 
witli  some  degree  of  exactness.  It  is  certain  that  Severus’s  expedition 
against  the  Caledonians  was  the  last  he  ever  undertook  ; it  is  known 
that  he  died  at  York  on  the  4th  of  February,  a.d.  211 ; and  Xipliiline 
informs  us,  that  “ lie  returned  not  from  the  British  expedition,  but  died 
there,  three  years  after  he  undertook  it."  This  gives  us  the  year  208  as 
that  of  his  arrival  in  Britain.  He  probably  came  sufficiently  early  in 
the  season  to  enable  him  to  form  his  plans,  to  concentrate  his  troops, 
and  to  put  in  order  the  bridges  and  stations  on  the  line  of  road  by 
which  he  intended  to  proceed  into  Scotland.  The  next  two  summers, 
with  the  intermediate  winter,  were,  doubtless,  spent  upon  his  Caledonian 
expedition.  Returning  to  his  head  quarters  at  York,  in  the  autumn 
of  210,  he  died,  as  we  have  seen,  early  in  the  following  year.  Horsley 
thinks  that  Xiphiline’s  reckoning  “must  bo  understood  with  some 
latitude,  so  as  to  take  in  part  of  the  fourth  year,”  and  says  that  the 
landing  of  Severus  in  Britain  cannot  have  been  later  than  a.d.  207. 
It,  would  not,  however,  be  easy  to  account,  in  accordance  with  the 
narratives  of  Herodiun  and  Xipliiline,  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
additional  winter,  which  this  supposition  gives  us,  was  spent.’ 


1 Britannia  Kornana,  p.  6(1. 

‘The  evidence  of  coins  is  satisfactory  so  far  ns  it  goes.  In  Birngo’s  Numismntn,  placed  under 
the  date  a.d.  are  a gold  and  also  a silver  coin,  l*earing  on  the  reverse  the  legend  propf.ct. 
avgo.  fel.  That  the  date  given  to  these  is  correct,  is  rendered  evident  by  a brass  coin,  of  similar 
import,  struck  in  the  lfitli  tribuneship  of  the  ern|»eror,  a.d.  t?tW.  The  legend  on  it  is  prop.  avu. 
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Until  Herodian  and  X ijthilim*  give  us  an  account  of  the  expedition 
of  Severus,  and  as  their  narratives  are  not  only  interesting  in  themselves, 
but  important  in  the  investigation  of  some  subsequent  questions,  it  will 
be  well  to  avail  ourselves  of  their  statements.  Herodian*  says: — 

“ While  Severn*  thus  grieved  at  the  dissolute  life  of  hi*  son*,  ami  their  unbecoming 
attachment  to  public  S|M?ctaclcs,  he  received  letter*  from  the  prefect  of  Britain  relating 
that  the  barbarians  there  were  in  a state  of  insurrection,  over-running  the  country,  driving 
off  booty,  and  laying  everything  waste;  so  that  for  the  defence  of  the  island  there  was 
need  either  of  greater  force,  or  of  the  presence  of  the  emperor  himself.  Severn*  heard 
this  with  pleasure,  by  nature  a lover  of  glory,  and  anxious  after  hi*  victories  in  the  East 
and  North,  and  hi*  consequent  title*,  to  obtain  a trophy  from  the  Briton*:  moreover, 
willing  to  withdraw  his  son*  from  Koine,  he  orders  an  expedition  against  Britain,  although 
now  old  and  labouring  under  an  arthritic  affection;  hut  as  to  hi*  mind,  he  was  vigorous 
beyond  any  youth.  For  the  most  part  lie  performed  the  march  carried  in  a litter,  nor 
did  he  ever  continue  long  in  one  place.  Having  completed  the  journey  with  his  sons,  and 
crossed  over  the  sea  more  quickly  than  could  he  described  or  expected,  lie  advanced 
against  the  Britons,  and  having  drawn  together  hi*  soldiers  from  all  sides,  and  concentrated 
a vast  force,  he  prepared  for  war. 

“ The  Britons,  much  struck  with  the  sudden  arrival  of  the  emperor,  and  learning 
that  such  a mighty  force  was  collected  against,  them,  sent  ambassadors,  sued  for  peace, 
and  were  willing  to  excuse  their  past  transgressions.  But  Severn*,  purposely  seeking 
delay  that  he  might  not  again  return  to  Rome  w ithout  hi*  object,  and, moreover,  desirous 
to  obtain  from  Britain  a victory  ami  a title,  sent  away  tlu  ir  ambassadors  without  effecting 
their  purpose,  ami  prepared  all  tilings  for  the  contest.  He  more  es|vecially  endeavoured 
to  render  the  marshy  places  stable  by  means  of  causeways,  that  his  soldiers,  treading  with 
safety,  might  easily  pass  them,  and,  having  firm  footing,  fight  to  advantage.” 

Herodian  next  gives  a short  description  of  the  inhabitants,  anti 
says : — 

“ For  many  parts  of  the  British  country,  being  constantly  flooded  by  the  tides  of 
the  ocean,  become  marshy.  In  these  the  natives  are  accustomed  to  swim  and  traverse 
about,  being  immersed  as  high  as  their  waists ; for  going  naked,  as  to  the  greater  part  of 


p.  m.  th.  p.  xvi.  *.c.  These  coins,  no  doubt,  refer  to  the  departure  for  Britain  of  the  emperor 
and  his  sons.  In  the  same  work  (see  also  Holder,  p.  (*»i0),  ami  ranged  umkr  the  same  yeur,  is  u 
brass  coin,  having  on  the  reverse  a bridge,  defended  ut  ench  end  by  a tower  filled  with  soldiery, 
and  the  legend  P.M.  Tn.  r.  xvi.  cos.  in.  p.p.  *.c.  This  coin  is  supposed  to  refer  to  the  bridge* 
built  by  Severn*,  in  the  north  of  Knghtml,  in  anticipation  of  hi*  Caledonian  campaign. — “ As 
the  1 Utli  tribunitian  year  of  Severn*  and  the  14th  of  ('unicallu  are  current  upon  mins  before 
Feb.  4th,  211,  fthe  day  on  which  Severus  died]  it  is  justly  inferred  that  their  tribunitian  years 
were  romputed  from  Jan.  1.” — Clinton's  Fasti. 

" llerodiani  llistoriarum,  lib.  III.,  Stephen'*  edition,  p.  S?. 

The  translation  here  adopted  is  that  given  in  the  Monumcuta  Historica. 
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their  bodies,  they  contemn  the  mud.  Indeed  they  know  not  the  use  of  clothing,  hut 
encircle  their  loins  and  necks  with  iron ; deeming  thin  an  ornament  and  an  evidence  of 
opulence,  in  like  manner  a*  other  barbarians  esteem  gold.  Hut  they  puncture  their 
bodies  with  pictured  forms  of  every  sort  of  animals;  on  which  account  they  wear  no 
clothing,  lest  they  should  hide  the  figures  on  their  body.  They  are  a most  warlike  and 
sanguinary  race,  carrying  only  a small  shield  and  a s|tcart  and  a sword  girded  to  their 
naked  laidies.  Of  a breast-plate  or  an  helmet  they  know  not  the  use,  esteeming  them  an 
impediment  to  their  progress  through  the  marshes;  from  the  va|>ours  and  exhalations  of 
which,  the  atmosphere  in  that  country  always  appears  dense.” 

The  historian  proceeds  with  his  story : — 

**  Against  such  things,  therefore,  Severus  prepared  whatever  could  be  serviceable 
to  the  Roman  army,  but  hurtful  and  detrimental  to  the  designs  of  the  barbarians.  And 
when  everything  appeared  to  him  sufficiently  arranged  for  the  war,  leaving  his  younger 
son  named  Get  a,  in  that  part  of  the  island  which  was  subjugated  to  the  Romans,  for  the 
purpose  of  administering  justice  and  directing  other  civil  matters  of  the  government, 
giving  him  as  assessors  the  more  aged  of  his  friends;  and  taking  Antoninus  [Caracal la]  w ith 
himself,  he  led  the  way  against  the  barbarians.  His  army  having  passed  beyond  the  rivers 
and  fortresses  which  defended  the  Roman  territory,  there  were  frequent  attacks  and 
skirmishes,  and  retreats  on  the  side  of  the  barbarians.  To  these,  indeed,  flight  was  an 
easy  matter,  and  they  lay  hidden  in  the  thickets  and  marshes  through  their  local  know- 
ledge; all  which  things  being  adverse  to  the  Romans,  served  to  protract  the  war.” 

Sueh  was  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  Severus’s  expedition.  The 
annoyances  to  which  he  was  exposed,  no  doubt,  hastened  his  end. 

“ Hut  a sickness  of  longer  continuance  than  usual  now  seized  Severus  in  his 
advanced  age,  so  that  he  himself  was  compelled  to  remain  inactive,  and  purjH»sed  to  send 
Antoninus  to  direct  military  matters.  Antoninus,  however,  cared  little  about  the 
barbarians,  but  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  soldiery.  He  |>ersuaded  all  to  look  up  to 
him  alone,  grasped  at  the  empire  by  every  possible  method,  and  heaped  up  accusations 
against  his  brother.  That  his  father  for  so  long  a time  should  thus  linger  and  make  hut 
slow  advances  towards  death,  apjieared  to  him  tedious  and  vexatious;  he,  therefore, 
|K‘rsuaded  the  physicians  and  attendants  to  treat  him  in  such  manner  as  might  rid  him  of 
the  old  man  as  S4M>n  as  |M»ssihle.  At  length,  however,  and  even  then  chiefly  worn  out  by 
vexation,  Severus  expired;  having  lived  more  gloriously  as  to  military  mutters  than  any 

of  the  eni|>crors Having  reigned  eighteen  years,  he  died,  ami  was  succeeded 

by  his  sons,  to  whom  he  left  treasure  to  such  an  amount  as  no  one  before  hail  done,  and 
an  army  which  none  could  resist.” 

On  the  death  of  Severus.  the  imperial  family  made  immediate 
arrangements  for  a return  to  Rome. 

“ Antoninus,  therefore,  when  his  attempt  with  the  military  failed,  making  a truce 
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with  the  barbarian*,  and  emitting  them  peace,  ami  receiving  pledge*  of  fidelity,  left  the 
hostile  country,  and  proceeded  to  hi*  mother  and  hi*  brother.  . « . In  thi*  manner 

both  directing  the  affair*  of  government,  they  resolved,  w ith  equal  dignity,  to  loose  from 
Britain:  and  they  proceeded  to  Rome,  carrying  with  them  the  remain*  of  their  father. 
For,  having  committed  hi*  Iwaly  to  the  flame*,  and  cast  the  ashes,  together  with  spices, 
into  an  urn  of  alabaster,  they  conveyed  them  to  Rome,  that  they  might  dejiosit  these, 
sacred  reliqiies  in  the  imperial  sepulchre.1  Tran*|M»rting  their  army,  therefore,  and  now 
become  the  conqueror*  of  the  Briton*,  they  crossed  the  ocean,  and  arrived  in  the  op|>osite 
coast  of  Gaul.” 

Dion  Cassius  was  contemporary  with  Sevcrns.  That  portion  of  his 
work,  which  treats  of  the  reign  of  this  emperor,  is,  as  lias  hecn  already 
stated,  known  to  us  only  through  the  epitome  of  Xiphiline.  After  des- 
crihing  the  evil  omens  which  betokened  the  death  of  the  emjKTor.  and 
telling  us  that  he  never  returned  from  the  expedition,  hut  died  three 
years  after  first  setting  out  from  Home,  he  gives  the  following  description 
of  the  country  ami  its  inhabitants.  It  will  he  observed,  lie  speaks  of 
the  Wall  as  already  existing. 

“ Among  the  Britons  the  two  greatest  tribes  are  the  ('alcdonian*  and  the  Micatse; 
for  even  the  names  of  the  others,  ns  may  be  said,  have  merged  in  these.  The  Msenta? 
dwell  close  to  the  Wall,  which  divide*  the  island  into  two  parts,  the  Caledonian*  beyond 
them.  Kach  of  these  people  inhabit  mountains  w ild  and  waterlog#,  and  plains  desert  and 
marshy,  having  neither  wall*  nor  cities  nor  tilth;  hut  living  by  pasturage,  by  the  chace, 
and  on  certain  berries.  For  of  their  fish,  though  abundant  and  inexhaustible,  they  never 
taste.  They  live  in  tents,  naked  and  barefooted,  having  wives  in  common,  ami  rearing 
the  whole  of  their  progeny.  Their  state  i*  chiefly  dcmocratical,  and  they  are  above  all 
things  delighted  hv  pillage;  they  fight  from  chariots,  having  small  swift  horse#;  they 
fight  also  on  f«M»t,  are  very  fleet  when  running,  and  most  resolute  w hen  compiled  to  stand  : 
their  arms  consist  of  a shield  and  a short  spear,  having  a brazen  knob  at  the  extremity  of 
the  shaft,  that  when  shaken  it  may  terrify  the  enemy  by  its  noise:  they  use  daggers  also; 
and  are  ea|>ahle  of  enduring  hunger,  thirst,  and  hardships  of  every  description : for  when 
plunged  in  the  marshes  they  abide  there  many  days,  with  their  heads  only  out  of  water : 


1 Not  only  has  the  name  of  Severn*  been  attached  to  Hadrian's  Wall,  hut  to  three  hills,  the 
result  of  diluvial  action,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  York.  Drake,  in  his  Kliorneuui,  tells  tin — 
“Unit  the  memory  of  the  Emperor  might  last  in  Britain  us  long  ns  the  world,  his  grateful  array 
with  infinite  Inliour,  raised  three  large  hills,  in  the  very  place  where  his  funeral  rites  were 
perfonn<«l,  which  hills,  after  so  ninny  ages,  Wing  washed  with  rains,  ami  often  ploughed,  tire  still 
very  apparent,  hut  must  have  Iteen  much  higher  tliau  they  an*  at  present.”  As  Mr.  W ’ell  he  hr veil 
remarks,  the  hills  nro  clearly  natural.  The  decision  of  the  character  of  Severn.*,  nnd  the  severity 
of  his  discipline,  mused  his  name  to  lie  remembered  in  the  North  of  England  long  after  the  smoke 
of  hi*  funeral  pyre*  hud  {Missed  away.  Tradition  naturally  seeks  a local  habitation. 
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and  in  the  woods  they  subsist  on  hark  anti  roots:  they  prepare  for  all  emergencies  a 
certain  kind  of  food,  of  which  if  they  cat  only  so  much  as  the  size  of  a hean,  they  neither 
hunger  nor  thirst.  Such  then  is  the  island  of  Britannia,  ami  such  the  inhabitant*  of  that 
part  of  it  which  is  hostile  to  us;  for  it  is  an  island,  and  so,  sis  I have  said,  at  that  time  it 
was  clearly  ascertained  to  be.*’ 

His  account  of  the  Caledonian  campaign  is  important. 

**  Of  this  island,  very  little  more  than  one  half  is  ours.  Sevorus,  therefore,  being 
anxious  to  subjugate  the  whole,  advanced  into  Caledonia:  and,  in  traversing  the  country, 
underwent  indescribable  labour  in  cutting  down  woods,  levelling  hills,  making  marshes 
passable,  and  constructing  bridges  over  rivers;  for  lie  fought  not  a single  battle,  nor  did 
lie  see  any  army  in  array.  The  enemy,  moreover,  threw  sheep  and  oxen  in  our  track,  on 
purpose  that  the  soldiers  might  seize  them,  and  thus,  being  enticed  further  onward,  might 
l>c  worn  out  by  their  sufferings.  From  the  waters,  too,  they  suffered  dreadfully,  and 
ambuscade*  were  laid  for  them  when  dispersed.  Ami  if  no  longer  able  to  proceed,  they 
were  dispatched  by  their  very  comrades,  lest  they  should  he  taken:  so  that  by  these  means 
to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  of  them  perished.  Still,  however,  Severn*  desisted  not 
until  he  had  nearly  reached  the  extremity  of  the  island,  and  most  carefully  examined  the 
parallax  of  the  sun,  and  the  length  of  the  days  and  nights,  both  in  summer  and  winter. 
And  so,  borne  as  one  may  say,  throughout  the  whole  hostile  district,  for  truly  he  was  for 
the  greater  part  carried  in  a covered  litter  on  account  of  his  weakness,  he  came  again 
into  the  friendly  part  of  it,  having  compelled  the  Britons  to  a treaty  on  the  condition  that 
they  should  yield  up  no  small  portion  of  their  territory.” 

The  peace  thus  purchased,  by  the  cession  of  the  northern  portion 
of  the  island,  was  lmdly  observed.  The  inhabitants  having  taken  up 
arms,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  Scverus  commanded  his  soldiers 
to  enter  their  country,  and  to  put  all  they  met  to  the  sword.  He  is  said 
to  have  signified  his  savage  intention,  by  quoting  from  Homer,'  the  lines 
which  Cowper  thus  translates: 

**  Die  the  race ! 

May  none  escape  us!  neither  lie  who  flics. 

Nor  even  the  infant  in  the  mother’s  womb 
Unconscious.” 

Hut  in  the  midst  of  his  enterprise  he  was  taken  off  by  a distemper,  to 
which,  it  was  said,  Antoninus,  by  his  undutiful  conduct,  had  very  much 
contributed.  He  died  at  York.  Feb.  4th,  a.d.  "211. 

1 Iliad,  vi,  57. 
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The  coins  of  Severus  record  his  victories.  One  of  them  is  repre- 
sented beneath.  On  the  obverse  is  the  lanreated  head  of  the  imperious 

African  — on  the  reverse  are 
two  winded  victories,  attaching 
a buckler  to  a palm  tree,  at 
the  foot  of  which  two  captives 
mournfully  sit.  The  legend 
vicroHiAK  miiTTAsxicAK,  declares 
the  occasion  on  which  the  coin  has  been  struck. 

After  the  death  of  Severus,  a long  period  elapsed,  in  which  the 
Roman  historians  observe  a profound  silence  respecting  the  affairs 
of  Britain.  Local  records  anti  native  historians  supply  but  feebly 
the  deficiency.  Several  inscril>cd  stones,  recording  the  dedication  of 
buildings  of  importance,  to  the  emperors  Elagabulus  and  Severus 
Alexander,  which  have  been  dug  up,  not  only  in  the  stations  on  the 
Wall  but  in  those  to  the  north  of  it,  show  that  the  Caledonians  had 
boon  well  kept  in  check  at  this  time.  During  the  reign  of  (iullicnus, 
which  extended  from  A.n.  2(50  to  26S,  a large  number  of  usurpers 
arose,  who  an*  commonly  denominated  the  Thirty  Tyrants.  Of  these 
Victorious,  Postunms.  the  two  Tetrici,  and  Marius,  an*  supposed  to  have 
assumed  the  sovenignty  in  this  island,  or  the  west  of  Europe ; their 
coins  being  dug  up  more  abundantly  hen*  and  in  F ranee  than  elsewhere. 

Diocletian  commenced  his  n*ign  in  the  year  2S4.  Though  lie  was 
a man  of  energy  and  ability,  the  can*  of  a crumbling  empire  was  too 
much  for  him,  and  he  divided  his  honours  and  anxieties  with  Muximian. 
Increasing  perplexities  induced  the  emperors,  a few  years  afterwards, 
to  appoint  two  Ca-sars.1  Diocletian  chose  Galerms  Maximilians,  and 
Muximian  nominated  Constantins  Chlorus.  To  ( Ymstantius  was  assigned 
the  charge  of  Britain,  where  he  eventually  found  a grave.  He  was  the 
father  of  Constantine  the  Great. 

During  a portion  of  the  united  reign  of  Diocletian  and  Muximian, 
Britain  assumed  an  indejiendent  position.  In  order  to  repress,  in  the 

1 'Hu*  title  of  Tsesar  was  intended  to  signify  an  associate  in  the  empire,  with  |iow**r  Mibortlinatc 
to  that  of  the  Augustus,  or  em|ieror,  hut  with  a rijrht  to  succeed  him. 
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northern  seas,  the  ravages  of  the  Franks  and  Saxons,  who  about  this 
period  began  to  demand  a place  in  the  world’s  history,  Carausius  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  “ the  Channel  fleet,"  Gesoriacum,  the 
modem  Boulogne,  was  his  place  of  rendezvous.  Carausius,  who  was  an 
expert  seaman,  exerted  himself,  at  first,  with  extraordinary  success,  against 
the  pirates.  Afterwards  it  was  observed,  that  he  consulted  his  own 
interest  rather  than  the  public  service.  The  emperors  resolved  upon 
his  destruction.  Carausius,  stimulated  by  the  motive  of  self-preservation, 
ns  well  as  ambition,  entered  into  an  alliance  with  hisformer  foes,  the  Franks 
and  Saxons,  and  declared  himself  emperor  of  Britain.  He  was  favourably 
received  by  the  natives  of  the  island,  and  for  seven  years  wielded  the 
sovereignty  of  his  empire  with  vigour  and  ability.  He  repelled  the 
Mica  tie  and  the  Caledonians,  and,  having  subdued  these  tribes,  attached 
them  to  his  interest.  Nothing,  observes  Mr.  Thackeray,’  can  more  fully 
prove  the  maritime  strength  and  resources  of  Great  Britain  under  an 
able  ruler,  than  the  fact,  that  Carausius  for  seven  years  bade  defiance  to 
the  Roman  power ; anti  at  the  end  of  that  time  fell,  not  overcome  by 
the  imperial  forces,  lmt  by  private  treachery.  Never  before,  nor  until 
several  hundred  years  after  this  period,  was  the  country  firmly  united 
under  the  government  of  one  sovereign. 

Constantins  was  preparing  to  invade  Britain  with  a fleet  of  a thou- 
sand ships,  when  Carausius  was  murdered  by  Allectus,  whom  he  had 
trusted  as  his  dearest  friend.  For  about  three  years  the  assassin  held, 
though  with  a less  firm  grasp,  the  power  formerly  possessed  by  his  victim. 

On  the  withdrawal,  in  the  year  305,  of  Diocletian  and  Maximian 
from  the  cares  of  the  empire,  Galerius  and  Constantins  became  the 
rulers  of  the  world. 

Constantine,  afterwards  surnamed  the  Great,  was  proclaimed 
emperor,  on  the  death  of  his  father  Constantins,  at  York.  After  a 
protracted  struggle  with  several  rivals,  he  became.  A.n.  313,  sole  possessor 
of  the  imperial  power. 

During  the  life-time  of  Constantine,  Britain  partook  of  the  civil 

1 TlMckt'niv*#  Ecclesiastical  anti  Political  State  of  Ancient  lirituin,  Vol.  I..  p. 
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tranquillity  of  the  rest  of  the  world  ; lmt  in  the  reign  of  liis  sons — 
Constantine  11.,  Constantius,  and  Cotistans — unionist  whom,  shortly 
hefore  his  death,  he  had  divided  the  empire,  the  Piets  and  Scots 
renewed  their  incursions  into  the  lower  province.  This  was  not  the 
only  evil  which  Roman  Britain  lmd  to  endure.  Magnentius,  a Frank, 
nsnrjKsl  the  dignity  of  Augustus,  and  after  murdering  Constans. 
entered  into  a contest  with  Constantius,  the  only  survivor  of  the  three 
brothers,  tor  the  empire  of  the  world.  In  support  of  his  claims,  he 
collected  a large  army,  deriving  his  forces  chiefly  from  Britain,  with 
which  he  three  times  met  his  foe.  On  the  death  of  Magnentius,  by 
his  own  hands,  in  the  year  .‘lofl.  his  successful  rival  inflicted  a bloody 


revenge  upon  the  Britons  for  having  supported  him.  Meanwhile  the 
Piets  and  Scots  harassed  them,  on  the  north,  with  increased  energy. 
Magnentius  had  assumed  the  Christian  profession  ; it  cannot  la*  said 


he  adorned  it.  The  coin  which  is  lien1 
represented  exhibits  on  the  obverse  the 
ungainly  profile  of  the  emperor,  and  on 
the  reverse  the  Christian  emblem  con- 
sisting of  the  first  two  letters  (( 'hi  and 
Illio)  of  the  sacred  name — Christ;  and 


the  first  and  last  letters  of  the  Greek  alphabet — Alpha  and  Omega. 


indicative  of  his  eternal  existence. 


Little  is  recorded  of  Britain  in  the  reign  of  Julian  the  Apostate. 
In  the  time  of  Jovian,  his  successor,  the  Piets,  Saxons,  and  Scots,  vexed 
it  by  increasing  calamities.  Valentinian  obtained  the  purple  ,\.i>.  1164. 
when  the  state  of  the  country  was  so  alarming  as  to  require  immediate 
attention.  Even  London  seems  to  have  been  menaced  by  the  enemy, 
if  it  was  not  actually  in  their  hands.  Theodosius,  the  ablest  general  of 
his  time,  and  the  father  of  the  first  emperor  of  that  name,  was  sent  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Britons.  Relying  chiefly  on  the  legionary  and 
other  forces  in  the  island,  he  took  with  him  but  a small  number  of 


troops — one  corps  of  Batavians,  another  of  Heruli.  a third  called  the 
Jovii,  ami  a fourth  styled  the  Vic  tores.  Embarking  at  Boulogne  he 
landed  at  Riclibo rough.  He  soon  restored  confidence  to  the  inhabitants 
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of  London.  By  the  skilful  management  of  the  forces  at  his  disposal, 
he  dispersed  the  marauders.  He  avoided  a general  engagement,  but 
destroyed  the  enemy  in  detail.  In  the  course  of  two  campaigns  he 
restored  peace  to  the  country,  and  forced  the  Piets  and  Scots  to  retire 
beyond  the  Antonine  Wall.  These  events  occurred  a.p.  3<5N,  309 ; it 
is  to  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  a writer  of  good  credit,'  that  we  an* 
indebted  for  the  account  of  them.  The  following  narrative  seems  to 
be  intended  for  a summary  of  the  first  campaign  of  Theodosius : — 

“ In  this  way,  discharging  the  duties  both  of  an  able  general  anti  a hrave  soldier, 
he  routed  the  various  tribes,  whose  insolence,  prompted  by  security,  had  led  them  to 
attack  the  Roman  government  and  completely  restored  the  cities  and  ramps — ‘in 
integrum  restitituit  eivitates  et  castra’ — which,  though  they  had  suffered  from  manifold 
calamities,  had  originally  been  well  contrived  for  maintaining  a lasting  peace.*’’ 

There  can  In*  little  doubt  that  the  “castm”  here  restored  were  those 
on  the  line  of  Hadrian’s  Wall  and  in  its  vicinity,  as  we  afterwards 
have  a reference  to  the  Antonine  Wall.  A conspiracy  now  broke 
out,  which  at  one  time  threatened  serious  consequences;  Theodosius, 
however,  suppressed  it,  and  then  went  on  with  those  ulterior 
measures  which  he  thought  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  province. 
Marcellinus  proceeds  to  observe : — 

“ lie  restored,  as  we  have  said,  the  cities  and  garrison  fortresses  [Hadrian's  Wall], 
and  secured  the  frontiers  [Antonine’s  Wall],  by  guards  anti  advanced  |iosts — ‘ instaurnbat 
urbes  ct  pra*sidiarin,  ut  diximus,  castra  limitcsque  vigiliis  tuebatur  et  prwtenturis — ;* 
and  so  the  province  which  had  before  been  wholly  in  jmssession  of  the  enemy  was  so 
completely  restored  to  its  original  state  that  the  lawful  authority  of  its  former  governor 
was  perfectly  re-established,  and  it  assumed  the  name  of  Valentia,  in  honour  of  the 
eni|KTor  under  whose  administration  such  a successful  accomplishment  had  been  attained.** 

In  this  latter  passage,  the  historian,  after  glancing  at  the  fact,  stated 
in  the  passage  previously  quoted,  that  Theodosius,  ltefore  lie  was  inter- 
rupted in  his  career  by  an  attempted  conspiracy,  had  strengthened  the 


Miiblion  ilenominates  him  “an  impartial  historian” — (Decline  and  Fall,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  Ik1*.*) — 
and  Professor  Knmsav  says  thut  “nearly  all  his  statements  appear  to  la*  foiimled  upon  his  own 
observations,  or  u|mn  the  information  derived  from  trustworthy  eye-witnesses.” — .Smith’s  Diet. 
Biog.  Vol.  I.,  p.  143. 

* Ca Ups’  Hist.  Am*.  Britons,  Vol.  I.,  p,  3*1. 
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garrisons  on  Hadrian's  Wall,  goes  on  to  toll  us,  that  us  soon  as  this  new 
source  of  danger  was  removed,  he  again  turned  his  arms  against  the 
common  foe,  and  pursued  them  to  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  where  he 
made  all  secure  by  posting  troops  in  the  eamps  there,  which  had  been 
for  some  time  deserted.  That  the  frontiers  here  referred  to  are  the 
Antoninc  Wall  and  its  stations,  is  rendered  evident  (as  Mr.  Hodgson 
Hinde,  in  his  General  History  of  the  County  of  Northumberland,1  ably 
argues),  not  only  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  paragraph,  but  by  the 
fact  that  the  province  thus  cleared  of  invaders  was  named  Valentin,  in 
honour  of  the  reigning  emperor.  If  we  take,  as  some  have  done,  the 
Wall  of  Hadrian  to  Is*  the  frontier  line  referred  to,  then,  we  are  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  looking  for  Valentin  to  the  south  of  that  structure, 
instead  of  to  the  north  of  it,  where  we  know,  from  other  sources,  that  it 
was  situated. 

Although  the  Antoninc  Wall  was  not  kept  continually  garrisoned, 
it  seems  evident  from  this  historian,  that  the  Romans,  up  to  this  time 
at  least,  regarded  the  province  lietween  the  Walls  as  belonging  to  the 
empire.  Other  liiets  confirm  this  view.  The  station  of  ]5iu:.\ii:xuit, 
which  is  twenty-two  miles  to  the  north  of  the  Wall,  on  the  line  of  the 
Watling  Street,  lias  evidently  been  kept  in  a state  of  repair  to  a period 
considerably  subsequent  to  the  time  of  Sevcrus.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  camp  at  Xothorby,  and  others  on  the  northern  side  of  Hadrian’s 
Wall.  There  is,  however,  reason  to  believe  that  the  garrisons  had  been 
temporarily  withdrawn  from  these  advanced  forts,  some  time  before  the 
arrival  of  Theodosius.' 

In  Valontinian  associated  with  himself  in  the  government  of 
the  empire  his  son  Gratian.  On  the  death  of  Vnlcntiuiun,  a.i>.  H75, 
Gratian  and  his  brother  Valentinian  II.  became  joint  emperors.  In  the 
year  .‘17!),  Theodosius  was  also  raised  to  the  rank  of  Augustus  in  order  that 
lie  might  repress  the  Goths  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  empire.  The  year 
;5H.t  is  memorable  for  the  usurpation  of  Maximus,  who  was  proclaimed 


1 Fonuiiiff  the  1st  volume  of'  HocljrsonV  History  of  Nortiiuinlx*rlantl,  |».  1:). 

* .See  Account  of  Excavations  at  Hhkmi-nk  m,  1 in  the  Arcli.  .Kliann,  New  Series*  Yol.  I.,  0S>. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BRITAIN’  DRAINED  OK  ITS  YOUTH.  33 

emperor  by  the  legions  stationed  in  Britain.  Passing  into  Gaul,  he  was 
favourably  received  by  the  legions  there.  Grntian  was  1 vet  rayed  and 
slain  by  the  soldiery,  and  Maximus  was  admitted  by  the  surviving 
emperors  to  a share  of  the  government.  Not  being  content  with  the 
provinces  which  were  assigned  him.  Maximus,  shortly  after  his  elevation 
to  the  purple,  attempted  to  take  forcible  possession  of  Italy,  when  he 
in  his  turn  was  betrayed  by  his  soldiers  and  put  to  death.  In  the 
struggles  of  Maximus  for  empire,  Britain  suft’ored  severely.  Having 
served  in  the  island  under  the  elder  Theodosius,  he  was  a favourite  with 
the  native  troops,  great  numbers  of  whom  either  accompanied  him  to 
the  Continent  or  followed  him  afterwards,  so  that  the  island  was 
drained  of  its  youth.  When,  a few  years  subsequently,  the  legionary 
forces  were  also  withdrawn,  the  military  power  of  Britain  was  con- 
siderably diminished.  Valcntinian  was  murdered  a.d.  392 ; Theo- 
dosius thus  became  sole  emperor,  and  continued  to  be  so  till  his 
death  in  395. 

The  time  now  drew  nigh  when  the  dominion  of  Home  in  Britain 
was  to  cease.  Theodosius  was  succeeded  by  his  two  sons,  Arcadius 
and  Honorius.  The  Homan  empire,  which  from  the  days  of  Julius 
Cft>sar  had  formed  one  great  government  was  now  divided  into  two, 
Arcadius  taking  the  Eastern  and  Honorius  the  Western  portion. 
As  Honorius,  at  the  time  of  his  accession,  was  but  eleven  years  of 
age,  Stilicho,  his  fathers  minister,  was  appointed  guardian  of  the  state. 
The  condition  of  the  world  at  this  period  was  peculiarly  unhappy. 
The  barbarians  that  had  hitherto,  though  with  difficulty,  been  kept 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  empire,  now  boldly  devastated  the  plains  and 
assaulted  the  cities  of  the  interior.  The  division  of  the  empire  into 
two  separate  governments  not  only  produced  a proportionate  amount 
of  weakness  but  led  to  rivalries  between  the  ministers  of  the  emperors, 
which  greatly  lessened  the  power  of  each  to  repel  the  common  foe. 

On  assuming  the  reins  of  government,  Stilicho  acted  with  great 
vigour.  He  crossed  the  Alps  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  effectually 
humbled  all  who  resisted  his  authority  in  Gaul  and  Germany.  The 
leader  of  the  Franks  tell  into  his  hands,  and  he  severely  chastised  the 
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Saxon  pirates.  Claudinn,  using,  perhaps,  more  tlmn  u poet's  license, 
nays  of  him,  in  the  first  hook  of  his  Panegyrics : — 

“ Should  we  feel  wonder,  foes  are  overthrown, 

Rv  war’s  dread  rage,  who  hend  to  fright  alone? 

Without  the  trinn|K*t’s  clangour,  Franks  give  wav  ; 

Sued  soon,  our  laws,  were  made  obey  ; 

No  force  was  used:  ’twill  scarcely  credit  find; 

Fierce  Germany  at  once  the  neck  resigned. 

Your  high  exploits,  O Drusus! — Trajan  ! yield, 

Renown  acquired  by  struggles  in  the  field; 

Whate’er,  ’mid  perils  great  your  arms  assured. 

The  presence  e’en  of  Stilicho  procured.**  ‘ 

It  is  to  this  period  that  those  who  take  Gildas  and  Beda  as  their 
guide  refer  the  sending  over  to  Britain  of  a legion,  on  two  several  occu- 
sions.  in  answer  to  the  cries  of  the  jx'ople,  and  the  building  of  the  Wall 
Iron  i sea  to  sea. 

This  view  is  supposed  to  derive  authority  from  the  muse  of  Claud  ian. 
The  poet  in  imagination  represents  the  various  nations  of  the  earth  as 
pressing,  in  solemn  conclave,  upon  Stilicho,  the  propriety  of  his  assuming 
the  office  of  consul.  Britain  is  thus  introduced  upon  the  stage : — 

“ Indc  Culedonio  velata  Britannia  mnnxtro, 

Ferro  picta  genas,  ciijua  vestigia  verrit 
C’lenilus,  Occanique  mstum  mentitur,  amictux: 

Mo  qutM|iic  vicinie  pereimtem  gentibus,  imjuit, 

Munivit  Stilicho,  totam  quum  Scotua  lemon 
Movit,  et  infesto  epmnavit  remige  Tethys. 

Illiux  effcctum  curia,  no  teU  timerem 
Seotiea,  ne  Pictum  tremerem,  nc  litore  toto 
Proxpicercm  duhiix  venturum  Saxona  ventix.” 

— lines  which  Mr.  Hawkins  thus  translates  : — 

“ Britannia  then,  with  cheekx  that  wounds  displayed. 

In  Caledonian  nmnutcr’e  spoils,  arrayed, 

1 Hawkins  Translation,  Vol.  II.,  p.  72. 

rhiudian  ix  a writer  that  ennnot  bo  dix(H*nsiil  with,  though  lie  ban  some  market  I tailings. 
Giblwn  says  of  him  : — “ As  C’landiun  appears  to  have  indulged  the  most  ample  privilege  of  a poet 
and  a courtier,  some  criticism  will  be  requisite  to  translate  the  language  of  fiction  or  exaggeration 
into  the  truth  anti  simplicity  of  historic  prose.” — Recline  nnd  Fall,  Vol.  V.,  p.  14fi  ». 
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And  azure  dross  that,  o'er  her  footsteps,  waved. 

Like  rolling  billows,  thus  attention  craved : 

On  me  has  Stilicho  oft  aid  bestowed 

When  neighb'ritig  nations  hostile  movements  showed, 

Tlie  Scotch  allured  the  Irish  in  their  train. 

Ami  TethvH  foamed  with  foes  that  ploughed  the  main. 

By  him  assisted,  I,  their  darts,  could  dare; 

Devoid  of  fear,  the  Piets’  incursions,  bear; 

And  Saxons,  who  their  dubious  course  pursue 
In  spite  of  winds,  u|Jon  mv  borders,  view.”1 

As  Stilicho  was  consul  a.d.  400,  these  verses  belong  to  a period  prior 
to  that  date.  Admitting  the  propriety  of  the  remark  that ' “ We  can 
hardly  consent  to  regard  Claudian’s  vigorous  lines  as  men*  rhetoric,” 
the  truth  of  them  may,  probably,  be  found  to  consist  in  the  following 
statement: — “Such  was  the  terror  caused  by  the  rapid  and  crushing 
advance  of  Stilicho,  that  the  Piets  made  a sudden  retreat  from  Britain 
into  their  native  mountains,  from  mere  fear  that  Stilicho  would  effect 
a landing  on  the  British  coast,  although  he  never  did  so.”’  Annies  may 
retreat  and  nations  may  lay  down  their  anus  under  the  influence  of 
panic,  but  extensive  lines  of  fortification  cannot  be  reared  under  any 
momentary  impulse.  Neither  Hadrian  nor  Sevenis  found  the  power 
of  their  name  sufficient  to  repress  the  attacks  of  the  Caledonians;  it 
seems  scarcely  credible  that  the  mere  orders  of  Stilicho,  supported  by 
such  aid  ns  he  could  afford  in  the  disastrous  time  in  which  lie  lived, 
should  have  had  the  effect,  not  only  of  carrying  terror  into  the  hearts  of 
the  Piets  and  Scots,  but  of  inspiring  the  Britons  with  such  energy  and 
courage,  as  to  enable  them  successfully  to  carry  out  the  construction  of 
the  harrier  of  the  Lower  Isthmus.’ 


1 De  Laudibtis  Stilickonis,  lib.  II.,  v.  547. — Hawkins's  Cluudiun,  Vol.  II.,  p.  14. 

•C/uarterly  Review,  Vol.  CVII.,  p.  14i>  ». 

•Smith's  Dictionary,  Art.  Stilicho,  Vol,  III.,  p.  5112. 

* It  is  necessary  to  observe  that  the  latest  anti  ablest  supporter  of  the  views  of  Hildas  uses 
considerable  latitude  in  his  interpretation  of  that  author.  He  conceives  that  rhe  Wall  was  not 
built  at  once,  and  by  a single  person,  but  was  the  work  of  a series  of  years.  His  account  of  its 
erection  is  ns  follows  : — 

Early  in  the  fourth  century  the  island  was  overrun  by  the  lwirbarians  of  Caledonia,  w hom 
we  now  first  hear  of  under  the  name  of  Piets  and  .Scots,  and  their  predutory  hordes  were  encountered 
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In  the  year  40.'$,  Alarie,  at  the  head  of  the  Gothic  army,  pressed  on 
to  Milan,  compelling  the  emperor  Ilonorius  to  take  refuge  in  Ravenna. 
In  order  to  provide  an  army  sufficiently  strong  for  the  emergency, 
Stilicho  withdrew  most  of  the  Roman  troops  from  Gaul  and  Germany, 
and  even  recalled  a legion  from  Britain.  Cluudian  says : — 

“ Venit  et  extremis  logic  prnctenta  Hritnnni*. 
l^ua?  Sooto  ilat  fro*  tut  truci,  ferrorjiic  tiotatas 
Pcrlegit  oxsangucs  Pieto  morion  to  figuras.” 

“ The  legions  came,  on  British  confines  placet], 

Where  they,  fierce  Scots  restrained  by  lofty  bars. 

And  viewed  the  dying  Piet  with  frightful  scars.”* 

With  his  army  thus  reinforced,  Stilicho  fought  and  won  the  battle  of 
Pollentia. 

There  is  little  doubt,  that  the  legion  which  was  thus  withdrawn 
was  the  twentieth,  which  had  come  to  Britain  in  the  time  of  Claudius, 
three  hundred  and  sixty  years  before.  This  legion  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  Notitia,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  compiled  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fifth  century.  Mr.  Hodgson  Hiude  cleverly  conjectures,  that  it 
had  been  withdrawn  from  Britain  at  the  time  the  Notitia  was  compiled  ; 
but  had  not  as  yet  obtained  other  fixed  quarters." 


bv  Theodosius  the  general  of  the  Emjiemr  Villens,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  in  the  Vfur  !KlH. 
The  invaders  were  routed  and  driven  buck  lievnnd  Iwitli  tin*  limitary  ramparts,  and  Theodosius  restored, 
ns  we  are  expressly  informed  liy  a reputable  historian,  the  rumps  rustles,  ami  prsetenturu*,  or  chains 
of  fort*  in  tlie  north,  and  reconstituted  the  province  beyond  the  Sdwuy  unuer  the  designation  of 
Valentin.  As,  however,  no  prudent  genera!  could  Imjie  to  retain  the  |iermauent  occupation  of  this 
ex]  wised  district,  it  might  la*  judged  c\|*edient  to  taw*  this  opportunity  of  securing  the  lower  and 
more  important  line  of  defences  bv  the  strongest  fortifications.  If,  hitherto,  the  bulwarks  of  the 
Lower  Isthmus  had  lwen  confined  to  the  romps  and  mounds  of  Hadrian  and  Severn*,  it  was  now, 
we  may  suppose,  that  the  stations  were  fenced  with  masonry,  and  the  Wall  designed  and  at  least 
partly  executed,  w ith  broad  openings  at  even*  mile  for  the  temporary  shelter  of  the  exjwised  provin- 
cials beyond  it.  After  the  retirement  of  Theodosius  the  frontiers  were  again  assailed  by  the  restless 
savages.  .Stilicho,  about  400,  issued  orders  from  Haul  for  putting  the  island  in  a state  of  defence 
against  the  Saxons,  the  Piets,  and  the  Scots,  and  if  we  may  rely  on  the  evidence  of  the  poet  < 'lamiian, 
his  designs  were  carried  ftillv  into  execution.  We  may  at  bust  admit  that  hi*  engineers  continued 
and  extended  the  plan  of  Theodosius.  Finally,  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  Homan  garrison  by 
.Maximus,  the  Piets  and  Soot*  repeated  their  attacks,  and  the  single  l«*gion  which  was  sent  from 
Home  in  414,  and  again  u few  year*  later,  mnv  have  assisted  or  nt  bust  advised  the  native*  in 
putting  the  finishing  stroke  to  their  defensive  works,  and  thus  the  Wall,  the  remains  of  w hich  we 
now  see,  may  have  occupied,  from  first  to  lust,  fifty  years  in  building.” 

• I)e  hello  Getico,  v.  41(5. — Hawkins’s  Cluudian.  Vol.  II.,  p.  140. 

• Hist.  Nor.,  Pt.  I.,  Homan  Period,  p.  1ft. 
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When  the  heart  of  the  empire  was  a prey  to  enemies  so  rapacious 
us  tlie  Vandals,  little  attention  could  be  paid  to  the  extremities.  In 
self-defcnee,  as  Zosimus'  informs  us,  Britain  now  assumed  an  independent 
position.  Lest  the  Vandals  should  attack  them,  the  armies  [the  two 
legions],  which  still  remained  in  the  island,  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  an  emperor.  Marcus  and  Gratian  were  successively  chosen  and  sjuvdily 
afterwards  murdered.  Constantine,  a common  soldier,  whose  chief  quali- 
fication was  his  name,  was  next  invested  with  the  purple  ; and  wishing  to 
avoid  the  fate  of  his  predecessors,  resolved  to  keep  his  soldiers  in 
active  operation.  He  crossed  the  Channel  and  engaged  in  continental 
quarrels.  It  is  on  this  occasion  that  we  lose  sight  of  the  2nd  and  the 
Gth  Legions  which  had  for  nearly  four  centuries  taken  an  active  part 
in  all  the  aft'uirs  of  the  island.  They,  no  doubt,  accompanied  Constantine 
to  the  continent  and  never  returned.  These  events  occurred  when 
Arcadius,  for  the  sixth  time,  and  Probus,  were  consuls,  corresponding  to 
the  year  40(>.  The  revolution  which  was  commenced  by  the  legions 
was  completed  by  the  people.  Forsaken  by  the  armies  of  Rome  and 
the  newly  elected  emperor,  they  felt  the  necessity  of  exerting  themselves 
for  their  own  safety.  According  to  Zosimus: — 

“ The  jK'ople,  therefore,  of  Britain  taking  up  arms,  ami  hraving  every  danger,  freed 
their  cities  from  the  invading  barbarian*.  And  the  whole  Annorie  and  other  province* 
of  (Saul,  imitating  the  Britons,  liberated  themselves  in  like  manner,  expelling  the  Homan 
pneferts  and  setting  up  a civil  polity  according  to  their  own  inclination. 

“ This  defection  of  Britain  and  the  Celtic  nations  took  place  during  the  time  ot 
Constantine's  usurpation  [a.d.  407 — 111];  the  barbarians  rising  up  in  consequence  of 
his  neglect  of  the  government.”* 

According  to  Gildas,  Britain  never  recovered  the  drain  of  its  forces, 
occasioned  by  the  continental  wars  of  Maximus,  lnit  “groaned  in  amaze- 
ment for  many  years,  under  the  cruelty  of  the  Piets  and  Scots.”  By 


1 Zosimus  whs  a Greek  historian  who  lived  in  the  time  of  the  younger  Theodosius.  IIi» 
history  of  the  Unman  empire  must  have  been  written  after  a.d.  4?o,  as  he  mentions  an  event  which 
finds  place  that  year.  He  was  a jwigiin,  and  did  not  spare  the  faults  ami  crimes  of  the  Christian 
emperors;  on  this  account  he  has  been  fiercely  assailed  by  what  has  Ix-en  called  the  Christian 
party.  He  does  not  seem,  however,  to  have  l**en  guilty  of  any  wilful  misrepresentation. — See 
Smith’s  Biog.  Diet.,  Art.  Zosimus. 

a Mouumeiita  Historicn,  p.  lxxviii. 
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this  time,  however,  ns  Mr.  Hodgson  Hindc  well  remarks,’  “a  genera- 
tion had  grown  up.  Those  who  were  too  young  for  the  conscription  of 
Maximus  were  now  adult ; and  tin’s  is  the  population,  which,  although 
unused  to  war,  took  up  anus,  and,  braving  every  danger,  freed  their 
cities  from  the  barbarians.” 

True  policy,  as  well  as  the  natural  indolence  of  Honorius,  dictated 
the  propriety  of  renouncing  all  controul  over  provinces  so  distant  as 
Britain.  When,  therefore,  a.d.  409,  “ the  usurper  Constantine  sent 
eunuchs  to  Honorius,  entreating  forgiveness  for  having  allowed  himself 
to  accept  the  empire,”  he  made  a virtue  of  necessity,  and,  as  Zosimus 
tells  us,  ,£  acceded  to  his  request,  and  also  sent  him  an  imjx'rial  robe.” 
In  the  following  year,  in  answer  probably  to  appeals  for  help  from  the 
municipalities  of  the  island,  he  formally  renounced  all  claim  upon  its 
allegiance.  Zosimus  says : — 

“ Honoring  moreover,  having  written  letter*  to  the  cities  in  Britain,  urging  them 
to  look  to  their  own  safety,  anti  giving  large.-.-e*  to  the  wddiers  out  of  the  money  ivnt  to 
him  by  Heraclean,  indulged  in  all  indolence,  having  procured  the  goodwill  of  the  soldiery 
on  every  aide.”  * 

This  occurred  in  the  year  410,  the  year  in  which  Alaric  entered 
Rome.  The  boon  of  British  liberty  could  not  have  been  much  longer 
deferred.  “Thus,”  says  Milton,  “expired  this  great  empire  of  the 
Romans ; first  in  Britain,  soon  after  in  Italy  itself.  . . . And  with 

the  empire  fell  also  what  before  in  this  western  world  was  chiefly  Roman ; 
learning,  valour,  eloquence,  history,  civility,  and  even  language  itself,  all 
these  together,  as  it  were,  with  equal  pace,  diminishing  and  decaying." 

Gildas  “the  Wise,”  the  earliest  of  British  historians,  paints,  in 
gloomy  colours,  the  closing  scene  of  ancient  British  history.  His  state- 
ments are  of  sufficient  importance  to  demand  careful  consideration;  hut 
it  may  well  be.  doubted  if  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  in  the 
early  part  of  the  reign  of  Honorius,  any  Roman  legion  again  visited  the 
island,  and  few  who  have  made  the  Wall  and  its  inscriptions  their 
study,  will  accept  of  Gildas’  account  of  their  origin. 


1 History  of  Northumberland,  Pt.  I.t  p.  10.  f Mon.  Hist.,  p.  Ixxix. 
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“ After  this,  Britain  is  left  deprived  of  all  her  soldiery  and  armed  hands,  of  her 
cruel  governors,  and  of  the  flower  of  her  youth,  who  went  with  Maximus,  but  never 
returned;  and  utterly  ignorant  as  she  was  of  the  art  of  war,  groaned  in  amazement  for 
many  years  under  the  cruelty  of  two  foreign  nations — the  Scots  from  the  north-west,  and 
the  Piets  from  the  north. 

“ The  Britons,  impatient  at  the  assaults  of  the  Scots  and  Piets,  their  hostilities  and 
dreadful  oppressions,  send  ambassadors  to  Home  with  letters,  entreating,  in  piteous  terms, 
the  assistance  of  an  armed  band  to  protect  them,  and  offering  loyal  and  ready  submission 
to  the  authority  of  Rome,  if  they  only  would  expel  the  then  invading  foes.  A legion  is 
immediately  sent,  forgetting  their  past  rebellion,  and  provided  sufficiently  with  arms. 
When  they  had  crossed  over  the  sea  and  landed,  they  came  at  once  to  close  conflict  with 
their  enemies,  and  slew  great  numbers  of  them.  All  of  them  were  driven  beyond  the 
borders,  and  the  humiliated  natives  rescued  from  the  bloody  slavery  which  awaited  them. 
By  the  advice  of  their  protectors,  they  now  huild  a wall  across  the  island,  from  one  sea  to 
the  other,  which,  being  manned  with  a proper  force,  might  be  a terror  to  the  foes  whom  it 
was  intended  to  repel,  and  a protection  to  their  friends  whom  it  covered.  But  this  wall 
being  made  of  turf,  instead  of  stone,  was  of  no  use  to  that  foolish  people,  who  had  no 
head  to  guide  them. 

“ The  Roman  legion  had  no  sooner  returned  home  in  joy  and  triumph,  than  their 
former  foes,  like  hungry  and  ravening  wolves,  rushing  with  greedy  jaws  upon  the  fold 
which  is  left  without  a shepherd,  are  wafted,  both  by  the  strength  of  oarsmen  and  the 
blowing  wind,  break  through  the  boundaries,  and  spread  slaughter  on  every  side,  and  like 
mowers  cutting  down  the  ri|KJ  corn,  they  cut  up,  tread  under  foot,  and  overrun  the  whole 
country. 

“ And  now'  again  they  send  suppliant  ambassadors,  with  their  garments  rent,  and 
their  beads  covered  with  ashes,  imploring  assignee  from  the  Romans,  like  timorous 
chickens  crowding  under  the  protecting  wings  of  their  parents,  that  their  wretched  country 
might,  not  be  altogether  destroyed,  and  that  the  Roman  name,  which  now  was  hut  an 
empty  sound  to  fill  the  ear,  might  not  become  a reproach  even  to  distant  nations.  Upon 
this  the  Romans,  moved  with  compassion,  as  far  as  human  nature  can  he,  at  the  relation 
of  such  horrors,  send  forward,  like  eagles  in  their  flight,  their  unexpected  hands  of 
eavalry  by  land,  and  mariners  by  sea,  and  planting  their  terrible  swords  upon  the  shoulders 
of  their  enemies,  they  mow  them  down  like  leaves  which  fall  at  the  destined  period ; and 
as  a mountain  torrent,  swelled  with  numerous  streams,  and  bursting  its  hanks  with  roaring 
noise,  with  foaming  crest  and  yeasty  wave,  rising  to  the  stars,  by  whose  eddying  currents 
our  eyes  are,  as  it  were,  dazzled,  does  with  one  of  its  billows  overwhelm  every  obstacle  in 
its  way,  so  did  our  illustrious  defenders  vigorously  drive  our  enemies’  hand  beyond  the 
sea,  if  any  could  so  escape  them ; for  it  was  beyond  those  same  seas  that  they  transported, 
venr  after  year,  the  plunder  which  they  had  gained,  no  one  daring  to  resist  them. 

“ The  Romans,  therefore,  left  the  country,  giving  notice  that  they  could  no  longer  he 
harassed  by  such  laborious  expeditions,  nor  suffer  the  Roman  standards,  with  so  large  and 
brave  an  army,  to  he  worn  out  by  sea  and  land  by  fighting  against  these  unwarlike  plun- 
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dering  vngaliond* ; but  tlmt  the  islanders,  inuring  themselves  to  warlike  weapons,  and 
bravely  fighting,  should  valiantly  protect  their  country,  their  property,  wives  and  children, 
and,  what  is  dearer  than  these,  their  liberty  and  lives;  that  they  should  not  suffer  their 
hands  to  be  tied  behind  their  backs  by  a nation  which,  unless  they  were  enervated  by 
idleness  and  sloth,  was  not  more  | powerful  than  themselves,  but  that  they  should  arm  those 
hands  with  buckler,  sword,  ami  s|>ear,  ready  for  the  field  of  battle ; and,  because  they 
thought  this  also  of  advantage  to  the  people  they  were  about  to  leave,  they,  with  the  help 
of  the  miserable  natives,  built  a wall,  different  from  the  former,  by  public  ami  private 
contributions,  and  of  the  same  structure  as  walls  generally,  extending  in  a straight  line 
from  sea  to  sea,  between  some  cities,  which,  from  fear  of  their  enemies,  had  then  by  chance 
been  built.  They  then  give  energetic  counsel  to  the  timorous  natives,  and  leave  them 
patterns  by  which  to  manufacture  arms.  Moreover,  on  the  south  coast,  where  their  vessels 
lay,  as  there  was  some  apprehension  lest  the  barbarians  might  land,  they  erected  towers  at 
stated  intervals,  commanding  a prospect  of  the  sea ; and  then  left  the  island,  never  to 
return.” 

When  tin-  Roman  legion  lmd  gone,  the  I’ict.s  and  Scots  of  course 
came  back  again. 

“To  op|»ose  them,”  says  GiUlas,  “there  was  placed  on  the  heights  a garrison, 
equally  slow  to  fight,  and  ill  adapted  to  run  away,  a useless  and  |Kinic-stnick  company, 
which  slumbered  away  days  and  nights  on  their  unprofitable  watch.  Meanwhile  the 
hooked  weajMms  of  their  enemies  were  not  idle,  and  our  wTetched  countrymen  were 

dragged  from  the  wall,  and  dashed  against  the  ground They  left  their  cities, 

abandoned  the  protection  of  the  wall,  and  dispersed  themselves  in  flight  more  desperately 
than  before.* 

The  islanders  send  a third  embassy  to  Rome: — 

“ Again,  therefore,  the  wretched  remnant,  sending  to  JEtiu.%  a powerful  Homan 
citizen,  address  him  ns  follows: — 4 To  JEtius,  now  consul  for  the  third  time:  the  groans 
of  the  Britons!*  And,  again,  a little  farther,  thus: — ‘The  barbarians  drive  us  to  the 
sea;  the  sea  throws  us  back  on  the  barbarians:  thus  two  modes  of  death  await  us,  we  are 
either  slain  or  drowned.*  The  Homans  could  not  assist  them.’* 

iEtius  was  consul  for  the  third  time  a.d.  44B. 

The  Britons  disappointed  of  aid  in  this  quarter,  look  elsewhere. 

“Then  all  the  councillors,  together  with  that  proud  tyrant  (iurthrigern,  the. British 
king,  were  so  blinded,  that  as  a protection  to  their  country,  they  sealed  its  doom  by 
inviting  in  among  them  (like  wolves  into  the  shccj>-fold)  the  fierce  nnd  impious  Saxons, 
a race  hateful  both  to  God  and  man,  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  Northern  nations. 
Nothing  was  ever  so  pernicious  to  our  country,  nothing  was  ever  so  unlucky!” 1 


1 The  Works  of  Gildas  and  Nennius,  by  Dr.  Giles,  Loudon,  1841,  page  111. 
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Such  is  the  account  given  us  by  Gildas  of  the  building  of  the  walls, 
the  departure  of  the  Romans,  and  the  arrival  of  the  Saxons.  Several 
difficulties  attend  it.  How  was  it,  that  Home,  when  in  the  very  throes  of 
dissolution,  was  able  to  send,  on  two  different  occasions,  a well-disciplined 
army  to  so  distant  a region  as  Britain  ? It  seems  exceedingly  strange, 
too,  that  this  great  sacrifice  should  have  been  made  on  behalf  of  a pro- 
vince that  not  long  before  had  thrown  off  its  allegiance.  We  are  at  a 
loss,  also,  to  know  where  the  walls  are  to  which  Gildas  refers.  We 
know  that  Hadrian  drew  a wall  from  sea  to  sea,  in  the  Lower  Isthmus, 
and  that  Antoninus  Pius  constructed  an  earthen  rampart  in  the  Upper. 
Scverus,  too,  has  left  the  impress  of  his  energies  in  the  North  of  England. 
But  when  the  claims  of  these  eni|)erors  arc  satisfied,  no  rampart  or  wall 
remains  that  can  be  ascrilwd  to  the  legions  of  which  Gildas  speaks. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  statements  of  the  Augustine  writers,  respecting 
the  building  of  the  Walls  of  Antonine  and  Hadrian,  are  confirmed  by 
numerous  inscriptions.  No  inscriptions  give  countenance  to  the  state- 
ments of  Gildas.  The  testimony  of  coins,  though  not  so  express  as  that 
of  inscriptions,  is  yet  valuable ; it,  too,  is  against  Gildas.  The  series  of 
coins,  found  in  the  stations  of  the  North  of  England,  and  in  the  camps 
and  Roman  cities  of  the  South,  extends  from  the  earlier  reigns  of  the 
empire  down  to  the  time  of  Arcadius  and  Honorius,  and  then  ceases.1 


* During  the  excavations  enrried  on  in  in  the  northern  section  of  the  station  of  Co.vueh- 
c*t*M,  the  author  bad  the  opportunity  of  seeing  tunny  of  the  coins  that  were  diawiwl  The  latest 
of  those  which  fell  under  his  notice  was  one  of  the  reijrn  of  Constnns.  A parcel  of  coins, 
found  near  Ileddon-ou- the- Wall,  was  presented,  in  18Atf,  by  the  Rev.  James  Rainc  to  the  Society  of 
Antii|us»ries  of  Newcastle.  These  coins  chiefly  lielnng  to  the  reigns  of  ( 'oustantine  the  (ireat  and  his 
immediate  successors ; the  latest  ladongs  to  the  time  of  Arcadius.  A list  of  the  several  varieties 
of  the  coius  found  in  excavating  the  Baths  at  (Tluiinum.  in  1S48,  is  pi  veil  hv  Mr.  Clayton  in  bis 
uajH-r  upon  the  subject,  in  the  Archseolopia  JEliuna,  VoL  III.,  p.  1 4T,  O.S.  'I lie  series  begins  with 
Hadrian  and  ends  witli  Grnfian.  During  the  extensive  excavations  undertaken  by  Mr.  1 luvton  in 
tiie  station  of  Honcovirtrs,  in  several  of  the  mile-castles,  and  ulong  large  tracts  of  the  Wall,  great 
care  has  lieen  taken  to  preserve  such  coins  ns  might  Is*  turned  up.  'llie  Inti'st  of  these  are  the  coins 
of  Yalentinian  the  younger  and  Grutiuu.  The  lute  Mr.  Hell,  of  Irthiugtoii,  was  long  an  assiduous 
collector  of  the  Roiiinu  Coins  found  upon  the  Wall  in  his  vicinity,  and  in  the  neigh  I touring  station 
of  Walton  House.  His  catalogue,  a copy  of  which  was  communicated  to  the  writer,  logins  w ith 
Julius  Caesar  and  ends  with  Arcadius.  A large  mass  of  coins,  about  A, 000  in  muniier,  was  found 
near  Brampton,  in  Cimilierland,  in  182(5.  In  the  account  of  this  find,  given  in  the  Arrhieologia 
yKliann.  Vol.  II.,  p.  211,  O.S.,  the  only  coins  specially  named  are  some  of  the  eni|wrors  Yulerinnus 
ami  Gallienus.  Kxtensive  excavations  were  carried  on  at  Bhkmk.vm'M,  in  Nedenltile,  in  l8A2aml 
1S5A,  and  the  coins  very  carefully  collected.  From  the  time  of  f Mho  to  the  days  of  Carausius 
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If  a legion  came  to  Britain  in  the  time  of  Valontinian  III.,  it  was 
destitute  of  treasure. 

Gildas  refers  to  the  building  of  some  forts  on  the  south  coast  of 
Britain.  Are  these  the  strongly  fortified  camps  of  Reculver,  Rich- 
borough,  Lynine,  Pevensey,  and  others?  Is  it  possible  that  these*  lofty 
and  massive  walls  can  have  been  reared  by  a legion  exhausted  with  the 
building  of  the  Wall  in  Northumberland,  and  in  haste  to  bike  its 
departure  from  a land  that  had  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century 
been  the  prey  of  savage  foes?  The  coins  found  in  these  camps  come 
down  in  regular  series  from  the  time  of  Augustus  to  that  of  Honorius. 
and  there  stop. 

Antiquaries  have  no  difficulty  in  naming  the  legions  which  were 
employed  in  executing  the  commands  of  Hadrian,  Antonine,  and 
Severus — Gildas  docs  not  inform  us  by  what  legions  his  walls  were  built. 

The  terms  in  which  the  British  historian  speaks  of  the  Saxons 
would  lead  us  to  suppose,  that  they  made  their  first  appearance  in 
England  after  the  final  departure  of  the  Romans.  There  cannot  la*  a 
doubt,  that  though  they  came  over  in  greater  nmnliers  at  this  period 
than  before,  they  already  formed  a considerable  part  of  the  population 
of  the  eastern  coast  of  England.  Mr.  Merivale  is  of  opinion,  that 
Frisians,  Saxons,  and  Danes  had  settled  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Britain 
even  before  the  Roman  invasion.*  This,  at  least,  is  certain,  that  towards 


there  was  a tolerably  complete  representation  of  the  Roman  emjMTors ; hut  with  Carnusius  the 
series  ended.  Archwologia  .Kliana,  Yol.  IM  p.  71),  N..S.  Turning  to  the  south  of  the  Wall,  we 
find  the  same  results.  In  Drake**  u Khonicuni”  u catalogue  of  coins  found  in  York  it*  given, 
which  ranges  from  Augustus  to  (Iratinn;  and  reoent  discoveries,  in  the  opinion  of  the  late  Rev. 
(/,  Weill leloved  (Elmmcum,  p.  144),  have  added  little  of  importance  to  this  record.  In  Mr.  Lee’s 
u I sen  .Silurum"  is  n copious  catalogue  of  coins  fouud  ut  Cnerleon  and  the  surrounding  district.  It 
begins  with  Claudius  ami  ends  with  Honorius  nnd  Arcadia*.  The  Rev.  H.  M.  Search,  speaking  of 
the  existing  collections  of  Homan  mins  found  in  Hath  and  the  neighbourhood,  says,  that  the 
earliest  specimen  in  them  is  one  of  Claudius,  and  the  latest  one  of  die  emperor  (initial). — “ Isca 
Siluruni,  p.  181.  The  copious  list  of  Homan  coins  found  ut  Cirencester,  given  in  the  Hemnius  of 
Roman  Art  in  Cirencester,  begins  with  Augustus  and  ends  with  Honorius.  The  catalogue  given 
in  Mr.  C.  Honch  Smith’s  Remains  of  Homan  London,  p.  loO,  ends  with  Honorius.  I n the  summary 
of  coins  found  at  Hichhorough,  which  Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith  insert*  in  his  account  of  that  important 
station,  there  an*  twenty -seven  coins  of  Arcndins,  six  of  Honorius,  and  one  of  Constantine  III., 
with  whom  the  scries  ends.  In  the  catalogue  of  Roman  coins  found  at  Pevensey,  given  in  Mr. 
Honch  Smith’s  Report  of  the  Excavations  there,  none  come  lower  than  the  time  of  Grntiun.  It 
would  thus  appear  that  intercourse  with  Home  ceased  in  the  reign  of  Honorius. 

* History  of  the  Homans,  Yol.  VI.,  p.  i?l)  n. 
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the  close  of  the  Roman  period  the  Germanic  tribes  were  so  numerous, 
on  the  southern  and  eastern  shores  of  England,  that  the  Roman  com- 
mander of  the  district  was  called  the  Count  of  the  Saxon  Shore.' 

Altogether,  it  seems  probable  that  Gildas,  in  writing  upon  these 
subjects,  was  guided  by  the  distorted  traditions  of  his  own  times,’  rather 
than  by  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  facts  he  professes  to  narrate.  He 
seems  to  have  been  quite  unacquainted  with  tin*  Roman  historians,  there 
not  being  any  allusion  to  them  in  his  writings ; his  quotations  are 
entirely  confined  to  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 

On  reviewing  this  sketch  of  the  proceedings  of  Rome,  in  relation 
to  so  distant  a portion  of  her  great  empire,  the  reader  will  perhaps  lie 
struck  with  the  amount  of  attention  which  the  Imperial  City  bestowed 
upon  it.  The  classic  authors  speak  most  disparagingly  of  the  land  and 
its  inhabitants — 

“ Et  penitus  toto  divisos  orbo  Britannof*.”* 

u Serves  ituriim  Ciesarem  in  ultimoa 
Or  bis  Britnnnos.”4 

“ Yinm  Britannos  hospitihus  feros.”* 

u Te  belluosus  qui  romotis 
Obstrepit  oceanus  Brit&nnis.”* 

— and  yet  Britain,  which,  according  to  these  authorities,  scarcely  formed 
a portion  of  the  habitable  earth,  and  which  was  perpetually  lashed  by  a 
stormy  ocean,  and  whose  inhabitants,  unlike  many  barbaric  trilies,  were 
inhospitable  to  strangers,  was  the  resort,  not  only  of  numerous  legionary 
and  auxiliary  troops,  but  of  very  many  of  the  emperors  themselves. 
Great  Julius  came.  Claudius  fought  upon  our  soil.  Vespasian  entered 
into  conflict  thirty-two  times  with  the  southern  Britons.  Titus  shared 
in  his  toils  and  triumphs.  Hadrian  was  here,  and  left  the  impress  of 


1,4  Conies  Litoris  Saxonici  per  Britnnniuiu/' — Bucking's  Notitiu,  Tup.  XXV.,  p.  80*. 

* Great  uncertainty  exists  as  to  the  period  when  Gilthts  lived.  He  probably  flourished  about 
the  middle  of  the  sixth  century,  an  era  in  the  history  of  Britain  sufficiently  disastrous  to  account 
for  his  fulling-  into  serious  chronological  errors. 

•Virg.  Ec.  i.  4 Hor.  OtI.  i.,  3o.  4 Ilor.  Od.  iii..  4.  *i!or.  Od.  iv.,  J4. 
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his  mighty  mind  behind  him.  Pcrtinax,  who  was  afterwards  emperor, 
acted  for  three  years  as  the  legate  of  Commodus  in  the  island.  Soptiiuius 
Severus  ended  his  days  in  Britain  ; his  sons,  Gcta  and  Caraealla,  first 
assumed  the  purple  in  it.  The  emperor  Maximinus,  if  an  inscription 
found  at  the  place  has  been  rightly  read,  breathed  sixteen  centuries  ago 
tlie  sea-borne  gales  of  Tynemouth.  Britain,  with  its  seas,  was  the  chief 
scene  of  the  exploits  of  the  emperor  Carausius.  Alleetus  reigned  three 
years  over  it.  Constantins  Chloms  was  long  in  the  island,  and  his  son, 
Constantine  the  Great,  accompanied  his  father  on  his  last  expedition 
against  the  Piets,  and  soothed  his  last  hours  in  the  vice-regal  palace  at 
York.  Both  Constans  and  Mngnentius  were  here.  Theodosius  the 
emperor  fought  under  his  father  in  Britain.  Maximus,  who  is  reported 
to  have  manned  a British  lady,1  was  invested  by  his  soldiers  with  the 
purple  in  the  land.  It  would  almost  seem  as  if  there  was  an  affinity 
between  earth’s  rulers  and  the  small  sea-girt  isle  of  Britain. 

But  still  the  questions  remain,  why  was  it  that  the  Romans  invaded 
Britain,  and  what  motives  could  have  induced  them  to  retain  their  grasp 
of  it  for  the  long  period  of  four  hundred  years.  No  conclusive  answers 
can,  at  the  present  day,  be  given  to  these  questions,  but  the  subject  is 
open  to  conjecture. 

Ambition  was  probably  the  leading  motive  of  Julius  Ca>sar.  There 
was  something  grand  in  the  idea  of  bringing  into  obedience  to  Rome  a 
people  which  had  hitherto  escaped  subjection  to  any  foreign  power. 
Besides,  the  mystery  which  shrouded  an  island  so  far  removed  from  the 
seat  of  empire  would  enhance  the  glory  of  the  conquest.  The  renown 
obtained  by  such  a victory  would  materially  increase  his  political  influence 
with  the  senate  and  people  of  Rome.  It  is  not  improbable  also  that 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Caul  rendered  it  highly  desirable  that  the  attempt 
should  be  made.  Considerable  intercourse  existed  between  the  tribes  of 
southern  Britain  and  those  of  the  Continent ; so  long  as  the  islanders 
were  free  from  the  yoke,  their  kinsmen  beyond  the  Channel  would 


*“  Helena  the  daughter  of  Eudtla.  Her  chapel  may  still  1m*  seen  at  Cner-sogmnt,  now 
f 'iiernnrvon.  Tin*  prudent  reader  may  not  perhaps  he  satisfied  with  such  Welsh  evidence." — (tihbon’t* 
Decline  nnd  Full,  Vol.  V.,  p.  ? n. 
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wear  it  restlessly,  but  if  Britain  were  brought  umler  the  power  of  Caesar 
the  Gauls  might  be  expected  to  yield  complacently  to  their  fiite.  ( 'a>sar 
himself  assigns  as  his  reason  for  his  invasion  that  the  Britons  assisted 
the  Gauls.1  The  successors  of  (’.esar  were  as  desirous  of  renown  as  he 
was.  especially  when  it  could  lie  obtained  without  personal  risk ; and 
the  neglect  of  the  Britons  to  pay  the  tribute  exacted  of  them  and  the 
unpatriotic  appeals  to  Rome  of  disappointed  princes  gave  them  ample 
opportunities  tor  interference.  When  the  island  had  become  affixed  to 
the  empire,  the  disgrace  of  suffering  it  to  regain  its  independence  would 
have  been  considerable.  Still  it  might  have  been  expected  that,  after  a 
few  years,  the  conquest  would  have  been  relinquished  if  it  were  found  to 
yield  no  material  advantages.  What  requital  could  Britain  make  for 
the  maintenance  of  a large  army  within  it?  The  hopes  that  were  at  first 
entertained  that  it  would  yield  a rich  booty  were  not  realized.  Cicero, 
whose  brother,  Quintus,  served  in  Britain  under  Caxsar,  complains  that 
there  was  nothing  to  be  obtained,  from  the  poverty  of  the  natives — no 
gold  nor  silver — nothing  but  slaves,  and  those  of  the  roughest  cast. 
The  pearls  of  the  Sussex  coast  were  supposed  to  bo  both  abundant  and 
splendid  ; but  experience  showed,  as  both  Pliny  and  Tacitus  confess,  that 
they  were  poor,  and  of  a bad  colour.*  When  the  interior  of  the  country 
was  reached,  some  individuals  seem  to  have  acquired  considerable  booty. 
Dion  Cassius  tells  us,  for  example,  that  Scptimius  Sevcrus  got  a pro- 
digious mass  of  riches  in  Britain.  The  country,  however,  when  once 
stripjied  of  any  valuables  it  contained — gold  torques  and  other  personal 
ornaments  of  the  chiefs — would  bo  permanently  impoverished.  Supplies 
of  grain  seem  to  have  been  obtained  from  the  island  ; but  these  could 
better  have  been  procured  by  the  operations  of  commerce  than  by 
conquest. 

“ I confess,”  says  Horsley,  “ that  when  1 view  some  part  of  the 
country  in  the  north  of  England,  where  the  Romans  lmd  their  military 
ways  and  stations,  that  question  naturally  arises  which  has  been  often 

l8re  Merivnle’s  History  of  the  Humans  under  the  Empire.  Vol.  I..  p.  4450. 

*Srt*  Merivule,  Vol.  !.,  p.p.  4GS,  4 when*  the  authorities  are  quoted. 
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proposed — what  could  move  them  to  inarch  so  far  to  conquer  such  a 
country?  Ft  appears  wild  and  desolate  enough  at  present,  hut  must 
have  been  more  so  at  that  time,  from  the  accounts  the  Roman  historians 
have  given  us  of  it.  1 shall  leave  the  Caledonian  tiulgacus,  or  Tacitus 
for  him,  to  return  the  answer — if  the  enemy  was  rich,  their  covetousness 
moved  them  ; if  poor,  their  ambition.  And  when  they  added  farther 
desolation  to  a desolate  country,  this  was  their  peace." 

Perhaps  we  ought  not  to  overlook  the  terrible  tenacity  of  purpose 
which  characterized  the  Roman  people.  However  great  the  opposition 
they  encountered — however  much  their  calculations  failed  them — they 
weiv  loth  to  heat  a retreat.  For  four-hundred  years  they  maintained 
their  hold  of  Britain,  though  sound  policy  would  have  justified  their 
withdrawal  from  it  at  the  close  of  the  first  century.  There  is  something 
noble  in  this  determined  perseverance — a perseverance  which,  though  it 
fail  in  particular  instances,  is  generally  successful. 

Whatever  motive  may  have  influenced  the  Romans,  there  cannot 
he  a doubt  that  they  were  the  source  of  incalculable  advantage  to 
Britain.  They  introduced  civilization,  letters,  and  systematic  govern- 
ment, and  they  brought  the  island  into  intimate  relationship  with  those 
parts  of  the  empire  where  Christianity  was  doing  battle  with  the  ancient 
superstitions  of  mankind.  They  were  the  tiist  of  those  severe  task- 
masters who  were  necessary  to  educate  Britain  for  the  part  she  has  since 
laid  to  maintain  among  the  nations. 

**  The  Roman  taught  thy  stubborn  knee  to  bow. 

Though  tw  ice  u Cimr  could  not  bend  thee  now,” 
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A GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  LINE  OF  THE  WALL. 

UMEROUS  are  the  appellations  which  the  Great 
Harrier  of  the  Lower  Isthmus  has  obtained. 
Camden,  in  the  following  sentence,  enumerates 
them  : — “ Through  the  high  part  of  Cumberland 
shoototh  that  most  famous  Wall  (in  no  ease  to 
be  passed  over  in  silence)  the  limit  of  the  Roman 
Province,  ‘the  Barbarian  Rampier,’  ‘the  Fore- 
fence,’  and  ‘ Enclosure,’  for  so  the  ancient  writers 
termed  it,  being  called  in  Dion  Atnrtfynrga.  that 
is,  a crosse  Wall ; in  Herodian  Xu/ia,  that 
is,  a trench  or  fosse  cast  up ; by  Antonine,  Cassiodorc  and  others 
‘ Vallum,’  that  is  the  rampier ; by  Beda  * Mums,’  that  is,  the  Wall ; 
by  the  Britons  ‘ Gual-Sever,’  ‘Gal-Sever,’  ‘ Bal,’  * Val,’  and  ‘ Mur-Sever 
by  the  Scottish  ‘ Scottishwaith ;’  by  the  English,  and  those  that  dwell 
thereabout,  ‘the  Piets  Wall,’  or  ‘the  Points  Wall,”  ‘ the  Keepe  Wall,’ 
and  simply,  by  way  of  exccllencie,  ‘The  Wall.’”* 

This  great  fortification,  which  was  intended  to  act  not  only  as  a 
fence  against  a northern  enemy,  but  to  be  used  as  the  basis  of  operation 
against  a foe  on  either  side  of  it,  consists  of  three  parts. 

I.  A Stone  Wall,  strengthened  by  a ditch  on  its  northern  side. 

II.  An  Earth  Wall  or  Vallum,  to  the  south  of  the  stone  wall. 

III.  Stations,  Castles,  Watch-towers,  and  Roads,  for  the  arcom- 


1 Stukeley  ravs,  “ the  Homan  Wall  is  mllotl  by  the  iieoplp  ‘ Piphts  Wall,1  with  u 5ynttur.1l 
pronunciation  which  we  of  the  south  cannot  imitate."—  Iter  Jiorrttlr,  p.  •><). 

? Holland's  Camden.  p.  JV.I. 
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modntion  of  the  soldier}-  who  manned  the  Wall,  and  for  the  transmission 
of  military  stores.  These  lie,  for  the  most  part,  between  the  stone  wall 
and  earthen  rampart. 

The  whole  of  the  works  proceed  from  one  side  of  the  island  to  the 
Other  in  a nearly  direct  line,  and  for  the  most  part  in  close  companionship. 
The  stone  wall  and  earthen  rampart  are  generally  within  sixty  or  eighty 
yards  of  each  other.  The  distance  between  them,  however,  varies 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  country.  Sometimes  they  are  so  close 
as  barely  to  admit  of  the  passage  of  the  military  way  Ire  tween  them, 
whilst  in  one  or  two  instances  they  are  upwards  of  half  a mile  apart. 
It  is  in  the  high  grounds  of  the  central  region  that  they  are  most  widely 
separated.  Midway  between  the  seas  the  country  attains  a considerable 
elevation.  Here  the  stone  wall  seeks  the  highest  ridges  ; but  the  vallum, 
forsaking  for  a while  its  usual  companion,  runs  along  the  adjacent 
valley.  Both  works  are,  however,  so  arranged  as  to  afford  each  other 
the  greatest  amount  of  support  which  the  nature  of  the  country  allows. 
The  Wall  usually  seizes  those  positions  which  give  it  the  greatest  advan- 
tage on  its  northern  margin ; the  Vallum,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been 
drawn  with  the  view  of  occupying  ground  that  is  strongest  towards  the 
south. 

The  stone  wall  extends  from  Wall  send  on  the  Tyne  to  Bow  ness  on 
the  Solway,  a distance  of  seventy-three  and  a half  English  miles.  The 
earth  wall  falls  short  of  this  distance  by  about  three  miles  at  each  end. 
not  extending  beyond  Newcastle  on  the  east,  and  terminating  at  Dykes- 
field  on  the  west.1 

The  Map  of  the  Wall,  given  at  the  commencement  of  the  volume, 
affords  a correct  view  of  the  general  arrangement  of  the  works. 

Most  writers  who  have  treated  of  the  Homan  remains  in  Britain, 
have  considered  that  the  two  lines  of  fortification  are  the  works  of 
different  periods.  The  earth  wall,  or  Vallum,  has  generally  been 
ascribed  to  Hadrian,  but  the  stone  wall,  or  Mums,  to  Septimius  Scverus. 
This  is  the  opinion  of  Horsley,  whose  judgment  is  always  deserving  of 


1 Memoir  written  during  u Survey  of  the  Homan  Wall,  by  Henry  MufLuucliluu,  p*  6. 
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the  highest  consideration.  Deferring  to  a subsequent  period  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  question,  whether  the  Vallum  be  the  work  of  Hadrian, 
and  the  Wall  of  Severus,  or  whether  Hadrian  was  the  original  con- 
structor of  both  Vallum  and  Wall,  and  Severus  only  their  restorer,  it 
will  be  convenient,  meanwhile,  to  speak  of  the  works  as  being  but 
different  parts  of  one  great  engineering  scheme. 

The  most  striking  feature  in  the  plan,  both  of  the  Mums  and  the 
Vallum,  is  the  determinate  manner  in  which  they  pursue  their  straight- 
forward course.  The  Vallum  makes  fewer  deviations  from  a right  line 
than  the  stone  Wall ; but  as  the  Wall  traverses  higher  ground,  its 
tendency  to  adhere  to  a direct  line  is  more  conspicuous.  Shooting 
over  the  country,  in  its  onward  course,  it  only  swerves  from  a straight 
line  to  take  in  its  route  the  boldest  elevations.  So  far  from  declining 
a hill,  it  uniformly  selects  one.  For  nineteen  miles  out  of  Newcastle, 
the  road  to  Carlisle  runs  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Wall,  and 
during  the  summer  months  its  dusty  surface  contrasts  well  with  the 
surrounding  verdure.  Often  will  the  traveller,  after  attaining  some  of 
the  steep  acclivities  of  his  path,  observe  the  road  stretching  for  miles  in 
an  undeviating  course  to  the  cast  and  the  west  of  him.  resembling,  as 
Hutton  expresses  it,  a white  ribbon  on  a green  ground.  Hut  if  the  Mums 
never  moves  from  a right  line,  except  to  occupy  the  highest  points,  it  never 
fails  to  seize  them,  as  they  occur,  no  matter  how  often  it  is  compelled, 
with  this  view,  to  change  its  direction.  It  never  bends  in  a curve, 
but  always  at  an  angle.  Hence,  along  the  craggy  precipices  lie  tween 
Sewingshields  and  Thirlwall,  it  is  obliged  to  pursue  a remarkably  zig- 
zag course  ; for  it  takes  in  its  range,  with  the  utmost  pertinacity,  every 
projecting  rock. 

This  mode  of  proceeding  involves  another  peculiarity.  The  Wall 
is  compelled  to  accommodate  itself  to  the  depressions  of  the  mountainous 
region  over  which  it  passes.  Without  flinching,  it  sinks  into  the  “ gap,” 
or  pass,  which  ever  and  anon  occurs,  and,  having  crossed  the  narrow 
valley,  ascends  unfalteringly  the  steep  acclivity  on  the  other  side.  We 
meet  with  a good  example  of  this  in  the  Steel-rig  grounds,  which  is 
represented  on  the  opposite  lithograph.  The  antiquary,  in  following 
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the  Wall  into  those  ravines,  is  often  compelled  to  step  with  the  utmost 
caution,  and  in  clambering  up  the  opposite  ascent,  he  is  as  frequently 
constrained  to  pause  for  breath.  After  crossing  the  river  Irthing,  in 
Cumberland,  the  Wall  is  opposed  in  its  course  westward  by  a precipice 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  feet  in  height.  It  cannot  now  be  ascertained, 
whether  or  not  the  Wall  was  taken  up  the  face  of  this  cliff,  for  the 
stratum  is  of  a soft  and  yielding  nature,  and  is  continually  being 
removed  bv  the  river  below.  Certain  however  it  is,  that  the  Wall, 
accompanied  by  its  ditch,  is  still  to  lie  seen  on  the  very  brink  of  the 
cliff  at  its  summit.  If  the  Wall  did  not  climb  this  steep,  it  is  the  only 
one  which,  in  the  course  of  the  line  from  sea  to  sea,  it  refused — and,  if 
it  diil  ascend  it,  it  would  more  nearly  resemble  a leaning  tower  than  a 
barrier  wall. 

I.— THE  WALL. 

In  no  part  of  its  course  is  the  Wall,  at  the  present  day,  entirely  perfect, 
and  therefore  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  what  its  original  height  has  been, 
lk'da,  whose  cherished  home  was  the  monastery  of  Jarrow,  anciently  part 
of  the  parish  of  Wallsend,  is  the  earliest  author  who  gives  its  dimensions. 
He  says  “ it  is  eight  feet  in  breadth,  and  twelve  in  height,  in  a straight 
line  from  east  to  west,  as  is  still  visible  to  beholders.”  Subsequent 
writers  assign  to  it  a greater  elevation.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the 
venerable  monk,  who  was  no  traveller,  describes  it  as  it  existed  in  his 
own  neighbourhood  ; and  we  can  readily  conceive  that  in  a flat  country, 
and  upon  the  border  of  a navigable  river,  it  would,  even  then,  have 
suffered  more  from  the  hand  of  the  spoiler  than  in  the  wilder  regions  of 
the  West. 

The  earliest  writer,  of  more  modern  times,  who  mentions  the  Wall, 
is  Lcland,  in  his  Itinerary.  Although  he  does  not  give  its  dimensions 
ns  it  stood  in  his  day,  his  description  possesses  sufficient  interest  to 
be  inserted  entire. 

“ Doctor  Davrl  told  me  that  S.  Nicolas  Chireh,  in  Netccastel,  .«tondith  on  the  Piet  ft 
H'aulle 

thens  yt  goith  withvn  a myle  and  lease  of  Newcastcl,  and  eo  croketli  upward  toward 
Pi  nr  mm  th. 
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**  Bytwyxt  Thy  nr  a/  and  North  Tyne,  yn  the  wast  ground,  stondoth  vet  notable 
Peaces  of  the  Wall,  the  which  was  made  ex  la  pi  dr  quadra  to , as  yt  there  appereth  yet. 
Looke  wher  as  the  Grownd  yn  best  cohabited  thorowg  the  Wallc,  so  there  yt  lest  appereth 
by  reason  of  Buildinges  made  of  the  Stones  of  the  Waule.  The  Walle  on  the  farther 
side  toward  the  Pictes  was  strongly  dichyd.  Beside  the  Stone  Wall,  ther  appcrc  yet  yn 
very  many  places  cestiyia  muri  eeapititii,  that  was  an  A row  Shot  a this  side  the  Stone 
Wal ; but  that  it  was  thoroughly  made  as  the  Stone  Wal  was  yt  doth  not  wel  appere  there. 

**  Fro  Bolnrs  to  Buryk  about  a iiii.  Mvles,  fro  thens  yt  goeth  w ithin  half  a inyle  of 
Cuirluel , and  lesse  on  the  North  side,  and  crosseth  over  Edon  a iii.  (Quarters  of  a myle 
benethe  Cuirluel , and  so  to  Terrehy  a litel  Villay  a M vle  fro  Cuirluel,  then  thorowgh  the 
barony  of  Linatak,  and  thorowgh  Gillealand,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Uivcr  of  Ardiny , a 
Quarter  of  a Myle  of  the  Abbay  of  Lenarcoat,  and  then  a iii.  Myles  above  Lennrcoat  yt 
crosseth  over  Ardiny , then  over  the  litle  brooke  of  Colt  rouse,  the  which  devideth 
Gillealand , in  Cumberland , from  Sowth  Tyndu/e , yn  Northuinbreland,  then  to  a Caste  1 
mulled  Tkirleteal,  stondyng  on  the  same,  thens  directly  est  thorowgh  Sotr/h  Tyndale , not 
far  fro  the  great  Kuinea  of  the  Castel  of  Cairvorein , the  which  be  nere  Thyrlewal,  and  so 
over  North  Tyne , then  directly  est  thorowgh  the  Hedd  of  Northuinbreland .”  (Leland, 
Vol.  viL,  p.  61.) 

In  a letter  written  by  Sir  Christopher  Ridley  is  an  account  of  the 
Wall  as  it  stood  about  the  year  1572.  The  writer  says — 

“ Rycht  worschipfull,  where  as  you  spake  unto  me  for  a ccrtayn  knowledge  of  one 
wall  builded  bctwyxt  the  Brittons  and  the  Pightes  (which  we  call  the  Kki*e  Wall), 
builded  by  the  Pightes,  sure  theyr  is  one.  The  length  whereof  is  about,  I think,  almost 
a C mvles,  bihled  nlwayis  whar  they  eold  upon  the  hyghtes,  whereon  about  the  greatest 
eragis  was,  and  wharc  theyr  was  no  eragisor  by  placis  theyr  was  a great  stank  cast  of  other 
syd,  the  bredtli  iij  yardis,  the  hyght  remanith  in  sum  placis  yet  vij  yardis,  it  gutth  from 
Bowlncss  in  Cu’berlaml  viij  myles  beyond  Carlell  upon  the  west  sea  cost  till  it  comes  to 
a town  called  the  Wallis  end  besyd  Tynemouth  on  the  est  sea.”1 

Samson  Ertleswick,  an  English  antiquary  of  some  celebrity,  visited 
the  Wall  in  the  year  1574.*  His  account  is  here  given : — 

“ As  towelling  Hadrian's  Wall,'  begyning  abowt  a town  called  Bonus  standing 
vppon  the  river  Sulway  now  called  Eden.  The  sea  ebbeth  and  Howeth  there.  The 
forsaid  Wall  begv lining  there,  and  there  yet  standing  of  the  heytli  of  16  fote,  for  almost 
a quarter  of  a myle  together,  and  so  along  the  river  syde  est  wards,  the  space  of  an  eight 
inyle  by  the  shew  of  the  trench,  as  cortayne  ruyncs  of  eastills  in  that  wall,  ty  11  a qwarter 


Mlnrl.  MSS.  3*4;  quoted  in  Hodgson's  North'd.,  Dart  II.,  Vol.  111.,  p.  273. 

* Marl.  MSS.  373;  given  in  Richardson's  Reprints  ami  Iiupriuts,  diris.  Miseell. 

“ II  will  Ik*  oltserved  that  the  erection  of  the  Wall  has  not  l>een  aheays  ascribed  to  Sevenis. 
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of  a mylc  of  Carlyole,  ami  there  parreth  ower  the  river  of  Eden ; and  then  goeth  straight 
estwnrds  hard  by  a late  abbey  called  Lanvcreost,  an<l  so  crossing  ower  the  mowntaynea 
toward  Ncwcaatoll." 

Camden  visited  the  Wall  in  1.399.  Speaking  of  the  station  that 
is  now  known  to  be  the  Magna  of  the  Notitia,  he  says — 

“ This  place  is  now  named  Cacr-Vorran,  what  it  was  in  old  time  it  passeth  my  wit 
to  find  out,  seeing  that  among  nil  the  stations  mentioned  alongat  the  range  of  the  Wall 
there  is  not  one  comet h near  to  it  in  name;  neither  have  we  any  light  out  of  inscriptions 
to  lead  us  thereunto.  Whatever  it  was,  sure  the  Wall  thereby  was  both  strongest  and 
highest  by  far;  for  scarce  a furlong  or  two  from  hence,  upon  a good  high  hill,  there 
remaincth  as  yet  some  of  it  to  he  seen  fifteen  foot  high,  and  nine  foot  thick,  built  on  both 
sides  with  four-gquare  ashler  stone,  although  Beda  rejiorteth  it  was  not  above  twelve  foot 
in  height."1 

These  statements  leave  upon  the  miml  an  impression  that  the 
estimate  of  Beda  is  too  low. 

In  all  probability  the  Wall  would  he  surmounted  by  a battlement 
of  not  less  than  four  feet  in  height,  and  ns  this  part  of  the  structure 
would  l>e  the  first  to  fall  into  decay  lleda's  calculation  was  probably 
irrespective  of  it.  This,  however,  only  gives  us  a total  elevation  of"  sixteen 
feet.  Unless  we  reject  the  evidence  of  Ridley  and  Krdeswiek.  we  must 
admit,  even  after  making  due  allowance  for  error  and  exaggeration,  that 
the  Wall,  when  in  its  integrity,  was  eighteen  or  nineteen  feet  high. 
This  elevation  would  he  in  keeping  with  its  breadth.' 

The  thickness  of  the  Wall  varies  considerably.  In  some  places  it 


1 Holland's  Camden,  page  S00. 

* In  connection  with  the  height  of  the  Wall  rl«*  following  anecdote,  a*  related  hv  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  tnav  interest  the  rentier: — Mr,  Kitson  (author  of  Annals  of  the  (’nledoninns,Xc.)  was  very  literal 
anti  precise  in  his  own  statements,  and,  expecting  others  to  l»e  the  same,  was  much  disgusted  with 
any  loose  or  inaccurate  averment.  1 rememlier  rut  her  u ludicrous  instance,  lie  made  me  a visit 
of  two  dava  at  my  cottage,  near  Lnswade.  In  the  course  of  conversation  we  talked  of  the  Homan 
Wall,  and  1 was  surprised  to  find  that  he  hud  adapted,  on  flu*  authority  of  mme  person  at  Hexham, 
u strong  persuasion  that  its  remains  were  nowhere  visible,  or  at  hoist  not  above  n foot  or  two  in 
height.  I hastily  assured  him,  that  this  was  so  far  from  lieing  true  that  1 had  mvself  seen  a 
portion  of  it  standing  high  enough  for  the  fall  to  break  a man's  neck.  Of  this  he  took  a formal 
memorandum,  and  having  visited  the  place  ((ilenwhch,  near  (lUstum!),  he  wrote  to  me,  or  I think 
rather  to  John  l^eyden,  to  sny  that  he  rcallv  thought  * that  a fall  from  it  would  break  u man's  neck, 
at  least  it  was  so  high  us  to  render  the  experiment  dangerous.’  I immediately  saw  what  n risk  I 
hu»l  been  in.  for  you  tnav  ladieve  1 had  lio  idea  of  lieing  taken  tjuite  mi  literally." — Scott  to  Surtees, 
in  Surtees’  Durham,  Vul.  III.,  p.  1114. 
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is  six  feet,  in  others  nine  feet  and  a half.  Probably  the  prevailing  width 
is  eight  feet,  the  measurement  given  by  Beda. 

The  frequency  with  which  the  thickness  of  the  Wall  varies  favours 
the  idea  that  numerous  gangs  of  labourers  were  simultaneously  employed 
upon  the  work,  and  that  each  superintending  centurion  was  allowed  to 
use  his  discretion  as  to  its  width.  The  northern  face  of  the  Wall  is  con- 
tinuous ; but  the  southern  lias  numerous  outsets  and  insets,  measuring 
from  four  to  twelve  inches,  at  the  jioints,  doubtless,  where  the  sections 
of  the  different  companies  joined. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  its  length  the  Wall  was  accompanied  on 
its  northern  margin  by  a broad  and  deep  Fosse,  which,  by  increasing 
the  comparative  height  of  the  Wall,  added  greatly  to  its  strength.  This 
portion  of  the  barrier  may  yet  be  traced,  with  trifling  interruptions,  from 
sea  to  sea.  Even  in  places  where  the  Wall  has  quite  disapjieured  its 
moiv  lowly  companion,  the  fosse,  remains.  In  some  fertile  districts  the 
plough  has  been  carried  over  it  in  vain.  Owing  to  the  moisture  of  the 
site*  the  corn  sown  in  it  springs  up  with  undue  luxuriance,  and  is  almost 
uniformly  laid  prostrate  before  it  can  ripen.  From  this  circumstance 
the  ground  is  frequently  retained  in  grass  while  the  neighbouring  parts 
an*  under  tillage.'  The  fosse  thus  more  readily  catches  the  eye,  and  is 
likely  longer  to  retain  its  groove-like  form  than  if  subjected  to  the 
ordinary  process  of  cultivation. 

When  the  ditch  traverses  a flat  or  ex  post'd  country,  a portion  of  the 
materials  taken  out  of  it  lias  frequently  been  thrown  upon  its  northern 
margin,  so  as  to  present  to  the  enemy  an  additional  rampart.  In  those 
positions,  on  the  other  hand,  where  its  assistance  could  be  of  no  avail, 
as  along  the  edge  of  a cliff,  the  fosse  does  not  appear. 

Xo  small  amount  of  labour  has  been  expended  in  the  excavation 
of  the  ditch.  It  has  been  drawn  indifferently  through  alluvial  soil,  and 
l'oeks  of  sandstone,  limestone,  and  basalt.  The  patient  exertion  winch 
this  involved  is  strikingly  evidenced  on  the  summit  of  Limestone  Bank, 
west  of  Walwick,  where  enormous  blocks  of  whinstone  lie  just  as  they 


1 This  is  portieulurh'  tin'  cas4»  about  Old-Wall  in  ( ‘utuWland. 
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have  boon  lifted  out  of  the  fosse.  The  fosse  never  leaves  the  Wall  to 
avoid  a meehanieal  difficulty. 

The  size  of  the  ditch  in  several  places  is  still  considerable.  To  the 
east  of  Hcddon-on-the-Wall  it  measures  thirty-four  feet  across  the  top, 
and  is  nearly  nine  feet  deep.  As  it  descends  the  hill  ftom  Carvoran  to 
Thirlwall  it  measures  forty  feet  across  the  top,  fourteen  across  the  bottom, 
and  is  ten  feet  deep.  Westward  of  Limestone  Comer  is  a portion  which, 
reckoning  from  the  top  of  the  mound  on  its  northern  margin,  has  a 
depth  of  twenty  feet.  The  dimensions  of  the  fosse  were  probably  not 
uniform  throughout  the  line;  but  these  examples  prepare  us  to  receive, 
as  tolerably  correct,  Hutton's  estimate  of  its  average  size.  “The  ditch 
to  the  north,”  lie  says,  “ was  as  near  as  convenient,  thirty-six  feet  wide 
and  fifteen  feet  deep.” 1 

The  care  with  which  the  fosse  was  dressed  has  varied  with  the 
taste  of  the  overseer  and  the  attitude  of  the  enemy.  In  some  tracts 
the  work  presents  ns  smooth  and  trim  an  asjiect  as  a modem  railway 
cutting;  in  others  marks  of  haste,  carelessness,  or  sudden  interruption 
appear.  The  curious  circumstance,  which  Hodgson  describes  in  the 
following  paragraph,  may  lie  seen  in  more  than  one  locality : — 

“ A little  west  of  I’nrtgatc  the  appearance  of  the  foaac  w still,  to  the  eye  that  loves 
and  understands  antiquity,  very  imposing  and  grand.  The  earth  taken  out  of  it  lies 
spread  abroad  to  the  north  in  lines  just  as  the  workmen  wheeled  it  out  ami  left  it.  The 
tracks  of  their  harrows,  with  a slight  mound  on  each  side,  remain  unaltered  in  form.”* 

II.— THE  VALLUM. 

The  Valixm  or  Earth  Wall  is  uniformly  to  the  south  of  the  stone 
wall.  It  consists  of  three  ramparts  and  a fosse.  One  of  these  ramparts 
is  placed  close  upon  the  southern  edge  of  the  ditch  ; the  two  others,  of 
larger  dimensions,1  stand  one  to  the  north  and  the  other  to  the  south  of 


1 Hutton's  History  of  the  linnmti  Wall,  p.  l.‘)i). 

4 Hodjrson's  Hint.  Northumberland,  I*t.  II.,  VoL  Ilf.,  p.  LV(i. 

* Horsley,  in  the  profiles  of  the  harrier  which  he  frives,  rppn*M*nts  the  marginal  rum  purl  or 
aijrjypr  a*  bein<r  much  hirtrer  than  the  south  one.  The  present  usjH-rt  of  the  works  dm*  not,  except 
in  ii  very  tew  plan*,  warrant  surh  u delineation,  hut  the  very  reverse. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


Kell  BroMith  liiidp^t  H.-;b.*rn 


THE  MOUNDS  OP  THE  VALLUM. 


")7 

it,  at  the  distance  of  about  twenty-four  feet.  The  annexed  sections  of 
the  works  exhibit  their  present  condition.  They  are  drawn  to  the  scale 
of  seventy-five  feet  to  the  inch.  The  stone  wall,  though  represented  in 
the  drawing,  is,  unhappily,  removed. 


The  War**  war  the  lath  Mi  calorie  west  of  Newcut> 


Ti.c  \7orxa  half  a mile  west  of  Cnrraw. 


The  mounds  or  aggers  of  the  Vallum,  in  some  parts  of  the  line, 
stand,  even  at  present,  six  or  seven  feet  above  the  level  of  the  adja- 
cent ground.'  They  are  composed  of  earth,  mingled  not  unfrequently 
with  masses  of  stone.  Occasionally  the  stone  preponderates  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  yield  to  the  hand  of  the  modern  spoiler  ready  materials 
for  the  formation  of  stone  dikes.  In  several  places  they  are  being 
quarried  with  this  view. 

The  fosse  of  the  Vallum  is  of  a character  similar  to  the  fosse  of 
the  stone  wall ; but,  judging  from  present  appearances,  its  dimensions 
have  been  rather  less.  Its  usual  depth  is  about  seven  feet  below  the 
natural  level  of  the.  ground.*  It  too  has  been  frequently  cut  through 
beds  of  stone.  The  lithograph,  on  the  opposite  page,  shows  the  lines  of 
the  Vallum  as  they  appear  at  the  present  day,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Caw-Gap. 


1 When  travelling*  along  the  road  west  of  Ilirdoswald,  I have  seen  a ploughman  and  his  team 
entirely  disappear  on  uescenuing  into  the  fosse  of  the  Vallum. 

*This  is  the  opinion  of  Anthony  Place,  an  intelligent  workman  in  the  employment  of  Mr. 
Clayton,  of  Chesters.  In  cutting  drains  along  and  across  the  fosse  ot  the  Vallum,  he  has  had 
abundant  opport unities  of  observing  the  relative  projiortion*  and  arrangement  of  the  disturbed  ami 
natural  soil.  To  Anthony  Place  the  antiquary  is  under  great  obligations,  for  the  zealous  and 
judicious  manner  in  which  lie  has  conducted  the  extensive  explorations  undertaken  by  Mr.  Clayton 
in  the  camps,  castles,  and  long  tracts  of  Wall,  of  which  that  gentlemen  happily  is  the  owner. 

it 
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The  question  will  naturally  occur  to  the  wanderer  by  the  Wall — 
whence  were  the  materials  obtained  for  constructing  the  mounds  of  the 
Vallum  V With  the  exception  of  the  fosse,  there  are  no  marks  of 
excavation  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  that  the  fosse  of  the  Vallum  would 
not  yield  materials  sufficient  for  the  purpose  is  abundantly  evident.' 
The  contents  of  the  ditch  on  the  north  of  the  Wall  have  probably  gone 
to  assist  in  the  formation  of  these  lines.  This  statement,  of  course, 
proceeds  upon  the  supposition,  that  the  Wall  and  the  Vallum  were  con- 
temporaneous works.  Upon  the  same  assumption  it  may  lie  added  that 
the  ramparts  of  the  Vallum  are  probably  indebted  for  some  portion  of 
the  stone  which  they  contain  to  the  chipping*  of  the  stone  used  in 
building  the  Wall. 

Although  the  distance  between  the  stone  wall  and  the  Vallum  is 
perjictually  varying,  the  lines  of  the  Vallum  maintain  amongst  them- 
selves nearly  the  same  relative  position  throughout  their  entire  course. 

No  apparent  paths  of  egress  have  lnvn  made  through  these  southern 
line's  of  fortification.  The  only  mode  of  communication  with  the 
country  to  the  south,  originally  contemplated,  seems  to  have  been  by 
the  gateways  of  the  stations. 

If  wo  adopt  the  theory  that  the  Wall  and  the  Vallum  exhibit  unity 
of  design,  a question  of  some  importance  arises — with  what  view  was 
the  Vallum  constructed  ? There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  it  was  intended 
to  prevent  a sudden  attack  from  behind.  Agricola  is  represented  by 
Tacitus  as  saying  to  his  troops,  before  the  battle  of  the  Grampians — 
“ With  me  it  has  long  been  a settled  opinion,  that  the  back  of  a general 
or  his  army  is  never  safe.”  This  probably  was  the  fixed  policy  of  the 
llomans;  and  in  accordance  with  that  policy  it  was  that  Hadrian  drew  the 
double  line  of  fortification.  This  opinion  has  long  been  entertained  by 
antiquaries.  Though  Horsley  does  not  adopt  it,  he  refers  to  it.  Speaking 
of  the  relative  position  of  the  Wall  and  Vallum,  he  says — “Such  con- 
siderations as  these  have  induced  some  to  believe  that  what  now  goes 
by  the  name  of  Hadrian’s  work  was  originally  designed  for  a fence 


1 An  inspection  of  Horsley’*  own  Section*  will  at  once  show  this. — Britan.  Bomanu,  p.  158. 
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against  any  sudden  insurrection  of  tiie  provincial  Britons,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  Brigantes.” ' A careful  examination  of  the  country  over 
which  the  Wall  runs,  almost  necessarily  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  whilst 
the  Wall  undertook  the  harder  duty  of  warding  off  the  openly  hostile 
trilies  of  Caledonia,  the  Vallum  was  intended  as  a protection  against 
sudden  surprise  from  the  south.  The  natives  of  the  country  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Wall,  though  conquered,  were  not  to  lie  depended 
upon.  In  the  event  of  their  kinsmen  in  the  north  gaining  an  advantage, 
they  would  lie  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  it.  The  Romans  knew  this, 
and  with  characteristic  prudence  made  themselves  secure  on  both  sides. 

III.— STATIONS,  CASTLES  AM)  ROADS. 

The  third,  and  ]x"rhaps  the  most  important,  part  of  the  harrier  line 
consisted  of  the  structures  that  were  formed  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  soldiery,  and  for  the  ready  transmission  of  troops  and  stores.  Neither 
stone  walls,  rior  ditches,  nor  earthen  ramparts,  would  alone  have  proved 
material  impediments  to  the  incursions  of  the  Caledonians — 

“ An  iron  rare,  . . . 

Kook  to  tlio  gentler  genius  of  the  plain.” 

It  is  reported  that  Agesilaus,  when  asked  where  were  the  walls  of 
Sparta,  pointed  to  his  soldiers  and  said,  “ There.”  The  Romans  placed 
their  chief  reliance  on  the  valour  and  discipline  of  their  armies,  though 
they  did  not  despise  the  assistance  of  mural  lines.  In  a foreign  country, 
to  which  it  was  difficult  to  transmit  relays  of  troops,  it  became  a matter 
of  great  imi>ortancc  to  economise  the  lives  of  the  soldiery.  Hence  arose 
the  Wall.  Stukclcy  rightly  appreciated  its  design  ; he  says — 

44  The  Romani  intended  no  more  by  their  walls  and  forts,  around  their  entitle*,  than 
to  prevent  a sudden  surprise — their  strength  lay  in  a living  arm  and  head.  In  the  o|>en 
field  they  never  refused  fighting,  without  much  regard  to  opposing  numbers;  the  additional 
security  of  a little  wall  was  all  they  asked  against  emergencies.  Therefore,  the  beauty 
and  contrivance  of  this  Wall  consisted  mostly  in  the  admirable  dispositions  of  the  garri- 
sons \i|N»n  it,  nt  such  proper  stations,  distance,  strength,  and  method,  that  even  in  times  of 


1 llritarmia  Kr.mana,  p.  !-•*». 
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profound  peace,  a*  well  a*  war,  a few  hand*  were  sufficient  to  defend  it  agninot  a most 
bold  and  daring  people,  redundant  in  numbera,  strong  and  hardy  in  body,  fierce  in  manners 
as  were  the  old  North  Britons,  who  refused  subjection  and  a polite  life.”1 

Those  portions  of  the  great  barrier  which  yet  await  our  considera- 
tion are  the  Stations,  Mii.r-casti.ks,  Tckkcts,  and  Hoads. 

At  distances  along  the  line  which  average  nearly  four  miles.  Sta- 
tionary Camps  (“stationes”  or  “ castra  stativa”)  were  erected.  These 
received  their  distinctive  appellation,  in  contradistinction  to  temporary 
ramparts,  which  were  thrown  up  when  an  army  halted  for  a night  or 
for  some  brief  period. 

The  stations  on  the  line  of  the  Wall  were  military  cities,  adapted 
for  the  residence  of  the  chief  who  commanded  the  district,  and  providing 
secure  lodgment  for  the  powerful  body  of  soldiery  lie  had  under  him. 
Here  the  commandant  held  his  court ; hence  issued  decrees  which  none 
might  gainsay.  Hem  Homan  arts,  literature,  and  luxury  struggled  for 
existence,  whilst  all  around  was  ignorance  and  barbarism. 

Some  of  the  stations,  though  connected  with  the 'Wall, have  evidently, 
ius  will  afterwards  be  shown,  been  built  before  it.  This  does  not  prove 
that  they  did  not  form  part  of  the  great  design.  To  secure  a safe 
retreat  for  the  soldiers  employed  upon  the  work  would  necessarily  he  the 
first  care  of  the  builders. 

The  stations  are  quadrangular  in  their  form,  though  rounded  at  the 
comers,  and  contain  an  area  of  from  three  to  nearly  six  acres.  A stone 
wall,  about  five  feet  thick,  incloses  them,  and  lias  probably  in  every 
instance  been  strengthened  by  a fosse,  and  one  pr  more  earthen  ramparts. 
They  usually  stand  upon  ground  which  slojx's  to  the  south,  and  is 
naturally  defended  upon  one  side  at  least. 

The  Wall,  when  it  does  not  fall  in  with  the  northern  wall  of  a 
station,  usually  comes  up  to  the  northern  cheek  of  its  eastern  and 
western  gateways.  The  Vallum,  in  like  manner,  usually  approaches  close 
to  the  southern  wall  of  the  station,  or  comes  up  to  the  defence  of  the 
southern  side  of  the  eastern  and  western  portals.  Examples  of  these 


1 It»*r  Uoreult*,  p.  A-j. 
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arrangements  art-  seen  in  the  plans  which  accompany  the  account  of 
each  station.  At  least  three  of  the  stations,  it  must,  however,  be  observed, 
are  quite  detached  from  both  lines  of  fortification,  being  situated  to  the 
south  of  them.  These  probably  have  been  originally  constructed  by 
Agricola  to  defend  the  defiles  near  which  they  stand. 

All  the  stations  have,  on  their  erection,  been  provided,  after  the 
usual  method  of  Roman  castrametntion,  with  at  least  four  gateways.  In 
several  instances  one  or  more  of  these  portals  have  been  walled  up  at 
some  period,  prior  to  the  eventual  abandonment  of  the  fortification. 

In  some  of  the  best  preserved  stations  the  main  streets  proceeding 
from  the  four  gateways,  and  crossing  each  other  at  right  angles,  may 
l>c  traced.  The  minor  streets,  which  communicated  with  these,  were 
very  narrow,  but  parallel  to  the  main  ones.  The  remains  of  suburbs, 
for  the  accommodation,  probably,  of  the  camp  followers,  have  been 
found  outside  the  walls  of  most  of  the  great  camps. 

In  selecting  a spot  for  a station,  care  has  been  taken  that  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  water  should  be  at  hand.  The  springs,  rivulets,  wells, 
and  aqueducts,  whence  they  procured  the  needful  fluid,  are  still,  in  many 
places,  to  be  traced  ; and  never  did  water  more  limpid,  more  sparkling, 
more  invigorating  lave  the  lips  of  man,  than  that  which  to  this  day 
flows  from  these  sources. 

The  stations,  as  we  might  expect  on  an  enemy’s  frontier,  have 
been  constructed  with  a view  to  security,  not  luxury  or  display.  Xo 
traces  of  a tesselated  pavement  have  been  found  in  the  mural  region.' 
One  well  qualified  to  make  the  comparison  observes — “ The  ‘eastra’  and 
the  subsidiary  forts  are  guarded  by  strong  walls,  void  of  decoration  or 
ornament.  The  domestic  villas,  spacious  and  well  constructed  for  coun- 
teracting the  rigours  of  long  winters,  present  none  of  the  refinements 
of  luxury  to  lie  noticed  in  those  of  the  middle  and  southern  parts  of 
Britain.” ' 


1 In  the  camp  of  AhUxfroujrh,  tlio  ancient  Isiirium,  come  very  fine  specimen*  of  tesselatcd 
pavement  occur;  and  at  >iew-hur$rh  Park,  nenr  Knsinjrwold.  pome  pood  examples*  were  found  in  the 
summer  of  1HA4.  .None  have  ljeen  found  to  the  mirth  of  these  localities. 

* Mr.  C.  Itoach  Smith,  in  dent.  Mnjr.,  Oct.,  iSol. 
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For  the  most  part  the  stations — cities  which  for  centuries  were  the 
abodes  of  busy  men,  and  which  resounded  with  the  hum  of  multitudes, 
and  the  clash  of  anus — now  present  a scene  of  utter  desolation.  The 
wayfarer  may  pass  through  some  of  them  without  knowing  it ; the 
streets  are  levelled,  the  temples  are  overthrown,  and  the  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  Italy,  Mauritania,  and  Spain,  no  longer  people  their  adopted  homes. 
The  sheep,  depasturing  the  grass-grown  ruins,  look  listlessly  upon  the 
passer-by,  ami  the  curlew,  wheeling  above  his  head,  screams  as  at  the 
presence  of  an  intruder.  Whether  nr  not  sites  naturally  fertile  were 
chosen  lor  the  stations  does  not  appear;  but  certain  it  is,  that  they  are 
now  for  the  most  part  coated  with  a sward  more  green  and  more 
luxuriant  than  that  which  covers  the  contiguous  grounds.  Centuries  of 
occupation  have  given  them  a degree  of  fertility  which  probably  they 
will  never  lose.  One  can  scarcely  turn  up  the  soil  without  meeting  not 
only  with  fragments  of  Roman  pottery  and  other  imperishable  articles, 
but  with  the  hones  of  oxen,  the  tusks  of  boars,  the  horns  of  doer,  and 
other  animal  remains.  The  debris  of  some  of  these  cities  is  considered 
to  lie  more  valuable  for  farm  purjioscs  than  the  recent  produce  of  the 
fold-yard,  and  is  used  as  such. 

It  is  not  a little  remarkable  that  the  names  of  the  stations,  which 
must  have  been  household  words  in  the  days  of  Roman  occupation,  have  for 
the  most  part  been  obliterated  from  the  load  vocabulary".  They  are  now- 
only  to  be  recalled,  and  that  with  difficulty,  by  exhuming  the  stony 
records  of  the  past,  ami  comparing  them  with  the  notices  of  contem- 
poraneous geographers.  The  truth  is  that  military  reasons  dictated  the 
choice  of  the  stations — commercial  facilities  give  rise  to  modern  cities. 

In  ascertaining  the  number  and  the  Roman  designation  of  the 
stationary-  camps  on  the  line  of  the  Wall,  a document  which  has  come 
down  to  our  times  from  the  period  of  the  Roman  occupation  of  Britain 
is  of  the  utmost  value.  It  is  denominated  “Notitia  Dignitatem  et 
Administrationum  omnium  tarn  civilium  quam  militarium  in  partibus 
Orientis  et  Oceidentis."'  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  Notitia 

‘ The  latest  edition  is  that  hy  Boekinjr.  It  is  very  copiously  annotated,  and  was  published  at 
Bonn  in  18911. 
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was  written  before  the  Romans  abandoned  Britain ; and  Mr.  Hodgson 
Hinde  lias  recently  produced  reasons  from  which  we  may  “ infer  with 
some  degree  of  confidence  that  the  Notitia  was  compiled  in  or  about 
the  year  403,  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Pollentia.” 1 It  is  a register  of  the 
several  military  and  civil  officers  and  magistrates,  both  in  the  eastern 
and  western  empires,  with  the  names  of  the  places  at  which  they  were 
stationed.  It  may,  in  fact,  be  regarded  as  the  army  list  of  the  Roman 
empire.  The  thirty-eighth  chapter  of  the  work  contains  a list  of  the  pre- 
fects and  tribunes  under  the  command  of  the  Honourable  the  I hike  of 
Britain — “ Bub  disposition  viri  spectabilis  Ducis  Britanniarum.”  * The 
[lortion  of  the  British  section  in  which  we  are  at  present  interested  is 
headed  “Item  per  lineam  Valli” — also  along  the  line  of  the  Wall — and 
contains  the  following  list : — 

The  Tribune  of  the  fourth  cohort  of  the  Lingones*  at  Segedunum. 

The  Tribune  of  the  cohort  of  the  Cornovii  at  Pons  -ICIii. 

The  Prefect  of  the  first  ala  [or  win"]  of  the  Astures*  at  Condorcum. 

The  Tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of  the  Frixngi  at  Vindohala. 

The  Prefect  of  the  Savinian  ala  at  Hunnuin. 

The  Prefect  of  the  second  ala  of  Aatures  at  Cilurnuin. 

The  Tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of  the  Batavian*  at  Procolitia. 

The  Tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of  the  Tungri  at  Borcovicus. 

The  Tribune  of  the  fourth  colwrt  of  the  Gauls  at  Yindolana. 

The  Tribune  of  the  first1  cohort  of  the  Astures  at  -Esica. 

The  Tribune  of  the  second  cohort  of  the  Dalmatians  at  Magna. 

The  Tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of  Dacians,  styled  **  -'Elia,”  at  Aiubnglanmi. 

'Hie  Prefect  of  the  ala,  called  M Petriana,”  at  Petriana. 

The  Prefect  of  a detachment  of  Moors,  styled  “ Aurcliaui,”  at  Almllaha. 

The  Tribune  of  the  second  cohort  of  the  Lergi  at  Conga vata. 

The  Tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of  the  Spaniards  at  Axclodunum. 

•The  Tribune  of  the  second  cohort  of  the  Thracians  at  (iabmsentuin. 


* Hodgson’*  History  of  Northumberland  : Introductory  Volume,  by  Mr.  Hinde,  p.  P.h 

* Bocking’s  Notitia,  p.  112*. 

*The  Notitia  lias  Jscrt/orum,  but  it  will  lie  afterwards  shown  that  this  is  probably  an  error 
for  Lin //oh  um. 

4 'Hie  Notitia  has  A*torum  in  this  and  the  suhsei|uent  instances,  hut  all  the  inscriptions  hitherto 
found  have  Aihtrum. . 

* The  inscription*  found  at  this  place  name  the  second  cohort,  not  the  first. 

♦This  should  probably  he  the  second  cohort  of  the  Lingone*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


IIOW  Tin:  NAMES  OF  THE  STATIONS  AHE  ASCERTAINED. 


<>4 


The  Tribune  of  the  firet  marine  cohort,  styled  u jElio,”  at  Tunnocelum. 

The  Tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of  the  Morini  at  (ilonnibantu. 

The  Tribune  of  the  thin!  cohort  of  the  Xervii  at  A limit?*. 

The  “ Cunctu  armaturaruiii,"  that  is,  “horse  completely  armed/’1  at  Bretne* 
ten  rue  um. 

The  Prefect  of  the  first  ala,  styled  “ Hereulea,”  at  Olenaeuin. 

The  Tribune  of  the  sixth  cohort  of  the  Xervii  at  Virosiduin. 

WIk'ii,  in  the  ruins  of  n station,  inscribed  stones  are  found,  l>earing 
the  name  of  a cohort  mentioned  in  the  Notitia,  the  inference  is  natural 
that,  in  most  cases  at  least,  the  imperial  Xotitia  will  furnish  us  with  a 
key  to  the  ancient  designation  of  the  station.  The  argument  becomes 
irresistible,  when,  in  several  successive  instances,  the  designations  thus 
obtained  correspond  exactly  with  the  order  of  the  places  ns  given  in 
the  Xotitia.  Let  us  take  some  examples.  At  the  station  of  Chesters,  on 
the  Xorth  Tyne,  several  slabs  have  been  found,  hearing  the  name  of 
the  second  ala,  or  wing,  of  the  A stores.  One  of  these — a monumental 
stone* — is  represented  in  the  woodcut. 

dJiib]  m[a!«iiivs] 

AVBXT1HO  (!) 

CV  RATO  HI  ALAR 

it  asttr[vm] rtip[rkdiort«|  XV 
ARI.IOME!TV8(f)  DEC[VHH>]. 


T*>  the  divine  manes— 
to  A v rn  linns 

the  curator  of  the  second  ala 
of  Asmres, having*  served  fifteen  years, 
.Eli«uienu*{i>)  the  decurion 
[erected  tlilj*  monument 

3*5*.  feat  1 taels**  bj  1 foot  7 siiCh-.a. 

This  inscription  has  been  so  much  injured  by  long  exposure  to  the 
weather  that  some  portions  of  the  reading  here  given  may  Ik-  open  to 


1 Horsley,  Britannia  Romano,  p.  112. 

“ This  atone  it?  in  the  possession  of  His  Oraffi  the  Duke  of  Nortliuinberlantl,  and  is  preserved, 
alonjr  with  iminv  other  meet  interesting’  relinueg  of  the  nil,  in  one  of  the  mural  towers  of  the 
noble  baronial  residence  of  his  house,  Alnwick  thistle. 


Digitized  by  Google 


PROOOLITIA  IDENTIFIED. 


G5 


question  ; but  the  name  of  the  second  ala  of  Asturcs  is  quite  distinct. 
Now,  as  tlie  Notitia  represents  this  ala,  or  body  of  cavalry,  to  have  been 
stationed  at  Cilcrntm,  the  probability  is  that  the  camp  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  North  Tyne  is  the  Cillkm  m of  Roman  Britain. 

Immediately  following  “ The  second  wing  of  the  Asturcs  at  Cu.uit- 
num,”  on  the  Notitia  list,  is  “The  first  cohort  of  the  Batavians  at 


Procoi.itia.”  In  the  station 
Carrawburgh,  a slab  and 
an  altar  have  been  found, 
inscribed  with  the  name 
of  this  very  cohoi 
The  woodcut  intro- 
duced represents- 
the  slab,  which 
is  so  much 
mutilated 


immediately  west  of  Chesters,  now  called 

[iMPERATORI  CAESAR  I ] 

[CAIO  IVLIO  VF.HO  MAX  IM- 
[iNo]  . . . [SARMATICO]  M AX- 

[l  >lo]  ...  [p]r[o]  Co[nXVL,1 

[ET  CAIO  IVLIO  VERO  MAXIMO] 

[k]arx* 

[ATICO  MAXIMO]  . .CAF>[aRI]  L1SSI MO  SVH 

[co]cciano(*)  v[ino]  c[oxsvlari]  leg- 
ato avovstali]  con  [or  s]  I.  RATAVOHVM 
[instJantk  bvrrio 
[anti)»tio(?)  praf[fecto] 
[PERI’ETVO  kt  co]rneliano  [conpvlibvs* 

To  the  Rniperor  <V«ir 
Cuius  Julius  Veras  Mnx- 
ituinus  . . . Sarmaticus  nmx- 

imus  . . . proconsul 
untl  to  Cuius  Julius  Venis  Mnxiinus 
. . . . Su  fili- 
ations ninxiinus  . . .the  most  iiohleCiesar — uiuler 
Coccinnus  a inun  of  consular  rank  and 
inijM-riul  lejrate  the  1st  cohort  of  Ihifuvinns 
led irate  this  huildinjr  which  wns[  superintended  by  Humus 
Antistius  the  prefect 

in  the  consulship  of  Perpetuus  and  Coraelianus. 


Slits.  J feet  by  1 root  .*  incLci. 


that  it  might  at  first  sight  seem  to  lx.*  useless.  The  first  and  fifth  lines 
of  the  inscription  have  been  purposely  obliterated.  This  was  probably 
done  after  Maximinus  and  his  son  had  been  murdered,  a.p.  238, 
bv  a party  of  Pnetorian  guards.  P.  Titius  Perpetuus  and  L.  Ovinius 
Rusticus  Cornelius  were  consuls  in  the  year  237  of  our  era,  and 
this  was,  no  doubt,  the  period  when  this  inscription  was  carved. 
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ll(  litre  IV  let's  ASCKItTA  I X KI>. 


Whatever  difficulty  may  attend  the  reading  of  some  portions  of  it  the 
words  con.  i.  iiatavouvm  are  plain ; the  conclusion,  therefore,  is  natural, 
that  Carrawburgh  is  the  Procoutia  of  the  Notitia.' 


Moving  westward  the  next  station  we  come  to  is  Housesteads. 
Hen1  numerous  inscribed  stones  have  been  discovered,  which  men- 
tion the  first  cohort  of  the  Tun- 
grians.  One  of  these,  an  altar  to 
Jupiter,'  which  is  now  in  the 
jMissession  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
is  accurately  given  in  the  accom- 
panying engraving.  It  reads — 


1 OVl]  «[pTIMo]  M AXIMO 
KT  XVMINIBVB  AVO[V8Tl] 
< |.  TVNOKOK  VM] 

CVI  PHAKKST  Q.  IVLIVA 
[maxim]v*  praf.f  f.ctvs 


To  Jupiter,  tJie  best  ami  greatest, 
and  to  the  deities  of  the  Kmperor,1 
the  first  cohort  of  Tungrians 
commanded  by  Quintus  Julius 
.Maximus,  the  Prefeet, 

[delicate  this  altar]. 

The  correspondence  hetween  the 
Notitia  and  the  sculptures  derived 
from  this  station,  is  again  too 
striking  to  admit  a doubt  that 
the  Housesteads  of  the  modern 
shepherd  is  the  Borcovicts  of 
the  Homan  host. 


a iw  - ir.ehe*  by  1 foot  •* 


1 This  slab  timls  a fitting  place  aim mir>t  tin*  tuunil  sculptures  ami  other  important  Homan 
remains  preserved  hv  Mr.  Clayton  in  his  museum  at  Chesters. 

“The  words  “Nuininibus  Augusti"  niav  refer  to  the  emperor  himself — in  which  case  they 
are  erpiivalent  to  “ His  divine  majesty;”  or  they  may  refer  to  the  tutelar  gods  of  f lie  emperor — those 
to  whom  he  was  peculiarly  devoted.  An  <>p|mrtunitv  will  afterwards  occur  of  considering  the  question. 
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OEXtO 

I'HALTOKI  [|] 
9ACRVM  Pl- 
T VAX  I VS  »E- 

CVXDVS  phje- 
FKCTVg  roironnsl  1111 

OALLOMfVM 


To  the  genius 
of  tin*  |inu‘Toriiun 
sacml,  Pi- 
tuiimu*  S#*- 
curuiiis  jwe- 

f«x*t  of  the  fourth  cohort 

of  tin*  (iui)U  ■ erects  it  . 
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The  next  entry  in  the  Notitia  Imperii  is  “The  tribune  of  the  fourth 
cohort  of  the  Gauls  at  Viniioi.ana.”  At  Chcstcrholm,  about  three  miles 
to  the  west  of  Housesteads,  and  next  in  order  to  that  station,  is  a Roman 
camp  which  has  yielded  several  inscriptions  that  mention  the  fourth 
cohort  of  the  Gauls.  One  of  them  is  the  fine  altar,  preserved  in  the 
museum  at  Chesters,  which  is  shown  on  the  previous  page.  Chcstcrholm 
is,  therefore,  the  Viniioi.ana  of  the  Romans.  On  the  sides  of  the  altar  the 
victim  and  sacrificing  implements  are  carved.  In  some  of  its  ornaments 
the  student  of  architecture  will  notice  mouldings  of  the  Norman  and 
Early  English  styles. 

The  tribune  of  a cohort  of  Astures  was  stationed  at  .'Ksica,  when 

the  Notitia  was  compiled.  At 
Great  Chesters,  the  next  stationary 
camp  to  the  west  of  Vl  nisi  LAN  A, 
memorials  of  the  second  cohort  of 
the  Astures  have  been  found.  The 
woodcut  represents  one  of  these,  the 
fragment  of  a roofing-tile,  to  which 
this  body  of  troops  have  affixed 
their  stamp.  It  is  now  in  Mr.  Clayton's  museum  at  Chesters. 

The  station  following  A£sica  in  the  Notitia  is  Magna,  where  the 
second  cohort  of  Dalmatians  was  stationed.  In  the  Roman  camp  of 


DEO  SANCT[o] 

VETERI 

ivl[ivs]  pastor 
I M A«i  I NIFER]  COllJohTU*]  II 

dklma'tarym]  vJotvm]  h[olvit]  l[ibens]  m[erito] 

To  the  holy  pul 
Veteris 
Julius  Pastor 

the  iniuge-lienrer  of  the  t?nd  roliort 
of  Du  lum  tin  ns  [dedicates  this]  in  discharge  of  u vow  willingly  and 

[to  u most  worthy  object. 


Carvoran,  westward  of  Great  Chesters,  the  small  altar  here  shown  was 
found,  and  is  now  in  possession  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London. 


Digitized  by  Google 


UNAPPROPRIATED  STATIONS. 


69 

at  Somerset  House.  The  altar  is  one  of  a numerous  class  dedicated,  as 
is  generally  supposed,  to  a local  god,  Yitiris,  Vctoris,  or  Vetiris.1 * *  The 
altar  was  dedicated  by  an  officer,  probably  the  standard  bearer,  of  the 
second  cohort  of  Dalmatians.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that 
Carvoran  is  the  Magna  of  the  Romans. 

In  this  way,  the  ancient  designations  of  the  stations  from  Ski; k- 
dunum  (Wallsend)  to  Amboglanna  (Birdoswald),  have  been  accurately 
ascertained;  but  no  stony  memorial  of  the  past  has  arisen  to  confirm 
the  Notitia  account  of  the  stations  westward  of  this  point.  The  peculiarly 
fertile  nature  of  the  soil  between  the  river  Irthing  and  the  Solway  has 
been  inimical  to  the  preservation  of  the  Wall  and  its  antiquities.  The 
wants  of  a numerous  population  rendered  stones  of  every  kind  valuable; 
and  in  an  ignorant  age,  when  anything  in  the  shape  of  a letter  was 
regarded  as  a thing  of  evil  omen,  those  most  precious  to  the  historian 
were  the  first  to  be  sacrificed.'  Since  the  accuracy  of  the  Notitia  has 
been  confirmed  in  so  many  instances,  it  is  but  fair  to  conclude  that  it 
might  safely  be  taken  as  a guide  in  fixing  the  Roman  names  of  the 
remaining  stations  along  the  line.  This  we  might  do,  if  only  we  knew 
which  arc  the  stations  that  arc  entitled  to  the  designations;  but  this, 
unfortunately,  is  not  the  case.  Lanereost,  for  example,  which  lies 
between  the  stations  of  Birdoswald  and  Walton  House,  bears  some 
marks  of  having  been  a mural  encampment ; but  it  lias  not  hitherto 
been  ranked  as  such  by  antiquaries.  There  is  a station  at  Brampton 
Old  Church,  which  Hodgson  and  others  consider  to  be  a station  of 
the  Notitia,  but  which  Horsley  hesitates  to  receive  as  such.  Again, 
there  is  a camp  at  Watch  Cross,  between  Brampton  and  Carlisle,  which 
Horsley  takes  to  be  a Notitia  station,  but  which  Hodgson  considers  has 

1 The  phrase  deo  vetehi  bears  tin*  translation  of  “To  tin*  ancient  and  the  kindred 
phrase  on  other  altars,  Dims  ▼ETBRinva  “ To  the  ancient  deities.”  The  subject  will  be  referred  to 
afterwords. 

*The  late  Mr.  Bell  of  Irthinjrton  informed  me — “ Even  in  my  own  day  it  was  the  custom  of 

the  superstitious,  on  the  line  of  the  Wall,  especially  lietween  Birdoswald  and  Cam  beck  Fort,  to 
bray  the  stone*,  Iwaringr  inscriptions,  into  sand,  for  their  kitchens,  or  bury  them  in  the  foundations 
of  houses  or  walls,  tor  the  simple  reason  that  they  considered  them  unlucky,  calling*  them  4 witch 
stones.’  W hen  one  was  found,  the  old  trier*.  fearing:  that  the  butter  roigdit  not  form  in  the  churn, 
took  grood  cure  that  it  should  never  ugtiin  make  its  appearance.  Thus  down  went  muny  a splendid 

Homan  altar,  a sacrifice  to  ijrnoranee  and  superstition !” 
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only  been  a summer  encampment.  Until  an  inscribed  stone  has  been 
found  in  one  of  the  stations,  near  the  western  extremity  of  the  Wall,  to 
rectify  or  confirm  our  conjectures  upon  the  point  referred  to,  it  is 
obviously  unsafe  to  appropriate  the  remainder  of  the  names  given  in 
the  Notitia.  An  error  in  a single  case  vitiates  the  subsequent  alloca- 
tions. Another  difficulty  attends  the  subject.  We  naturally  expect 
that  all  the  stations  given  in  the  Notitia,  under  the  head  of  “Per  lineam 
Valli,”  should  be  found  upon  the  Wall,  or  in  its  immediate  vicinity. 
This,  according  to  our  present  knowledge,  is  not  the  case.  Horsley, 
after  having  told  off  eighteen  of  the  Notitia  stations,  finds  himself  at 
the  western  extremity  of  the  Wall,  with  five  stations  to  spare.  These 
he  endeavours  to  identify  with  the  same  number  of  camps  south  of  the 
Wall,  but  which  are  situated  at  a distance  from  it  of  from  ten  to  twenty 
miles.  This  is  not  satisfactory.  At  present,  therefore,  whilst  the  Notitia 
stations  between  Seoedunum  and  Amboglaxxa  may  be  regarded  as  iden- 
tified with  existing  camps,  the  remaining  names  upon  the  list  are  open 
to  conjecture. 

The  list  of  troops  employed  to  garrison  the*  Wall  reveals  some  of 
the  peculiar  features  of  Roman  policy.  It  will  be  observed  that  all  the 
soldiery  engaged  in  this  arduous  duty  were  foreigners,  not  native  Italians. 
These  were  drawn  from  the  most  distant  parts.  There  were  Batavians 
from  the  north  of  Europe,  8] wniards  from  the  south,  and  Dacians  from 
the  east.  Africa  yielded  a detachment  of  Moors,  and  Asia  gave  a 
contingent  of  Syrians.1  Whilst  these  auxiliary  troops  were  exposed  to 
the  first  assault  of  the  foe,  the  sixth  legion,  composed,  it  is  thought, 
chiefly  of  native  Italians,  reposed  in  comparative  security  at  York.  Not 
only  was  the  strength  of  the  legionary  forces  economised  by  this  arrange- 
ment, but  an  element  of  mischief  turned  into  a benefit.  Had  the 
foreign  cohorts  been  left  in  their  native  land,  their  energies  would  pro- 
bably have  been  directed  against  their  conquerors ; but,  removed  to  a 
distance,  they  were  an  element  of  strength.  The  Dacians,  for  example, 


1 From  inscriptions  we  learn  thut  the  first  cohort  of  Humians,  n jwople  who  dwelt  on  the 
hanks  of  the  Orontes,  were  resident  at  Magna.  They  seem  to  have  removed  from  it,  however, 
before  the  Notitiu  was  compiled. 
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hail  boon  subdued  with  great  difficulty.  At  the  time  when  the  Wall 
was  built  they  were  unaccustomed  to  the  yoke,  for  Hadrian  had  himself 
accompanied  Trajan  on  his  Dacian  campaign.  But,  though  restless  of 
subjection  themselves,  they  seem  to  have  engaged  zealously  in  the 
slaughter  of  the  Caledonians,  and  whilst  engaged  in  this  work  were 
proud  to  wear  the  emperor’s  name,  as  the  distinguishing  epithet  of  their 
cohort ; down  to  the  time  when  the  Notitia  was  compiled  the  troops 
in  garrison  at  Amiioglanna  bore  the  name  of  conons  i.  .ei.ia  dacorvm. 

Another  principle  of  Roman  policy  is  apparent  from  the  catalogue 
of  mural  garrisons  which  lies  before  us.  Troops  belonging  to  the  same 
nation  were  never  placed  in  contiguous  stations.  There  are  three  corps 
of  Asturians  upon  the  Wall,  but  they  are  widely  separated  from  each 
other.  Thus,  between  the  first  ala  at  Coxdkrci'm  and  the  second  at 
Cili  rnum  there  arc  placed  a cohort  of  Frisians,  and  another  troop  of 
cavalry  whose  nationality  is  not  mentioned ; and  between  the  second  ala 
of  Asturians  at  Cimirxum  and  the  second  cohort  at  zEsica  there  occur 
a cohort  of  Dutchmen,  a cohort  of  Germans,  and  another  of  Frenchmen. 
Mutiny  was  thus  impossible.  It  must  also  lie  remembered  that  the 
legionary  forces  at  York  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Wall  at  any 
time,  cither  to  support  the  garrison,  if  overpowered  by  the  enemy,  or  to 
suppress  revolt,  if  disaffection  existed  amongst  themselves. 

The  question  naturally  arises — what  number  of  men  were  required 
to  garrison  the  Wall?  A definite  answer  cannot  be  given  to  the 
inquiry',  because  the  precise  nature  of  the  corps  located  in  some  of  the 
stations  is  not  known.  An  approximate  estimate  may,  however,  l>e  made. 
There  are  in  all  twenty-three  stations  “ per  linoam  Vulli.”  Fifteen  of 
these  were  garrisoned  by  a cohort.  A legionary  cohort  consisted  of 
about  six  hundred  men,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
ordinary  auxiliary  cohort  differed  from  it  in  size.  A milliarv  cohort, 
however,  consisted  of  a thousand  men,  and  the  first  cohort  of  the  Tun- 
grians  at  Borcovicus,  and  probably  one  or  two  others  upon  the  Wall, 
were  of  this  character.1  An  ala,  or  detachment  of  cavalry,  was  probably 

1 The  second  cohort  of  Tungrians,  which,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  list  of  the  Notitia,  has 
left  several  altars  at  Walton  House,  was  a milliary  cohort. 
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three  hundred  strong.  The  cohort  of  murines,  and  the  other  miscel- 
laneous troops,  may,  perhaps,  lie  set  down  at  the  same  number.  Thirteen 
ordinary  cohorts,  two  milliarv  cohorts,  five  alas,  with  three  other  bodies 
of  troops  which  we  are  supposing  to  be  of  the  same  size  as  the  ala*,  give 
us  in  all  twelve  thousand  two  hundred  men.  The  sixth  legion,  whose 
head  quarters  was  York,  had  an  important  part  to  perform  in  the  main- 
tenance of  order  in  the  Upper  Isthmus  and  the  parts  beyond.  The 
complement  of  a legion,  from  the  time  of  Augustus  to  Hadrian,  was  six 
thousand.  Making  every  allowance,  therefore,  for  the  occasional  reduc- 
tion of  numbers  below  the  proper  standard,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the 
garrison  of  the  Wall  usually  consisted  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand 
men.  Mr.  Hodgson  makes  the  following  remarks  upon  this  subject: — 

“ Assuming  that  each  of  the  Ifi  cohorts  on  the  Wall  had  GOO  men,  ami  the  other 
seven  corps  each  -lot),  the  whole  23  contained  an  army  of  12,400  men — a force,  one  would 
think,  quite  sufficient,  not  only  to  keep  their  fortifications  from  insult  and  in  good  repair, 
hut  to  overawe  the  country  to  the  north  of  them.  The  assistance  derived  from  legionary 
soldiers  is  omitted  in  this  calculation,  though,  as  will  he  seen,  they  were  frequently  and 
largely  employed  both  in  the  stations  and  Wall." 1 

In  addition  to  the  stations,  Castella  or  Mike-castles  were  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  troops  which  garrisoned  the  Wall.  They  derive  their 
modern  name  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  usually  placed  at  the 

distance  of  a Roman  mile 
from  each  other.  They 
were  quadrangular  build- 
ings, differing  somewhat 
in  size,  but  usually  measu- 
ring about  sixty  feet  in 
each  direction.  The  wood- 
cut,  representing  the  Cas- 
tlc-Xick  castellum,  shows 
their  general  form.  Their 
southern  angles  are  rounded  off  on  the  outside.  They  have  evidently 
been  built  at  the  same  time  as  the  Wall,  their  walls  being  of  the  same 

* Hist.  Northumberland,  I*t.  II.,  V<>1.  III.,  p.  108. 
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kind  of  nuisonry  ns  tl»e  Wall,  and  of  the  same  thickness.  They  are 
built  up  against  the  southern  face  of  the  Wall,  that  structure  forming 
their  north  wall.1  Though  generally  placed  about  seven  furlongs  from 
each  other,  the  nature  of  the  ground,  independently  of  distance,  has 
frequently  determined  the  spot  of  their  location.  Whenever  the  Wall 
has  had  occasion  to  traverse  a river  or  a mountain-pass,  a mile-castle 
has  uniformly  been  placed  on  the  one  side  or  the  other  to  guard  the 
defile.*  The  mile-towers  have  been  provided,  both  on  their  northern 
and  southern  sides,  with  bold  and  massive  portals,  at  least  ten  feet  wide. 
These  were  closed  by  two-leaved  gates,  and  were  crowned  by  a circular 
arch.  In  the  decline  of  the  empire,  the  gateways,  both  of  the  eastella 
and  stations,  were  contracted  in  size,  as  is  well  seen  in  the  Housestcads 
mile-castle,  which  is  shown  on  the  opposite  plate. 

In  Horsley’s  day  the  existence  of  a pass  through  the  Wall,  at  each 
of  these  military  “ eastella,”  had  not  been  ascertained.’  The  facts  revealed 
by  the  excavation,  within  the  last  few  years,  of  the  Housestcads,  the 
Castle-nick,  and  Cawfields  mile -castles,  may  safely  Ik?  regarded  as  putting 
us  in  possession  of  the  plan  of  the  whole.  In  each  of  these  the  northern 
portal  appears.  The  bearing  of  this  fact  upon  the  views  entertained  by 
the  builders  of  the  Wall  is  very  evident.  Horsley  estimates  the  number 
of  the  eastella  at  eighty-one,  and  the  number  of  stations  on  the  Wall  (each 
having  a gateway  on  the  north  ns  well  as  on  the  other  sides)  at  eighteen. 
If  the  Wall  had  been  intended  to  form  the  boundary  of  the  empire,  it 
would  not  have  been  provided  with  nearly  a hundred  gateways  leading 
through  it.  The  fact  of  such  an  arrangement  shows  that  the  territory 
north  of  the  Wall  was  not  given  up  to  the  enemy ; and  that  the  Wall 


1 Horsley  informs  ns  tiutt  the  rastelluw  at  Portsrnte,  which  is  now  almost  entirely  obliterated, 
projected  as  much  without  the  Wall  os  within  it.  This,  with  another  questionable  example  near 
.Ehica,  ore  the  only  instances  of  this  mode  of  construction. 

* The  mile-castles  are  never  exactly  the  same  distance  from  each  other,  hut  are  placed  so  as 
to  take  advantage  of  the  lrround,  ami  particularly  of  a stream  or  the  summit  of  a hill.  Where  no 
uatural  cause  occurs  to  shorten  or  prolong  the  distance  between  them,  the  distance  of  1,618  ranis 
seems  to  hare  lieen  the  mean  distance,  which  is  that  of  a Roman  mile,  as  pven  by  Dr.  Smith  in 
his  Dictionary  of  Greek  and  Homan  Antiquities." — McLouchlan’s  Memoir,  p.  8. 

* Britannia  Humana,  Preface  ix.,  and  p.  121. 
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itself  was  not  a mere  fence,  but  a line  of  military  operation,  intended  to 
overawe  a foe,  whose  assaults  were  chiefly  to  be  expected  from  the  north. 

The  internal  arrangements  of  the  mile-towers  were  of  a very  simple 
description.  Against  their  massive  stone  walls  buildings  of  a compara- 
tively slight  structure  were  placed,  each  with  a sloping  roof,  whilst  a 
considerable  space  in  the  centre  was  left  unoccupied  and  uncovered. 
The  chief  object  of  the  castella  evidently  being  to  protect  the  party  of 
soldiers  who  guarded  for  the  day  the  contiguous  mile  of  Wall  against 
any  sudden  surprise,  the  erection  of  any  barracks  or  huts,  needed  for 
their  temporary  shelter,  may  have  been  left  to  their  own  diligence  and 
discretion. 

Between  the  mile-castles,  four  subsidiary  buildings,  generally  denomi- 
nated Turrets  or  Watch-towers,  were  placed.  They  were  little  more 
than  stone  sentry-boxes.  As  they  are  now  almost  entirely  obliterated,  we 
must  have  recourse  for  our  information  respecting  them  to  the  writings  of 
those  who  lived  before  the  work  of  destruction  was  complete.  Horsley 
gives  us  the  following  account : — 

“ The  smaller  turret*  have  been  more  generally  and  entirely  ruined  than  the  ‘castella;* 
so  that  *tis  hard  to  find  three  of  them  anywhere  together  with  certainty.  The  distance 
between  two  where  it  was  thought  surest  was  measured  and  found  to  be  near  fourteen  chains, 
or  three  hundred  and  eight  yards.  It,  therefore,  seems  most  probable  that  there  have 
been  four  of  these  between  every  two  ‘castella,*  at  equal  distances  from  the  ‘castella*  and 
one  another;  for  thus  five  intervals  will  be  found  between  every  two  ‘castella,*  each  con- 
sisting of  fourteen  chains,  which  five  intervals  will  just  amount  to  seven  furlongs,  the 
usual  or  mean  distance  between  the  * castella.’  And  this  scheme  answers  with  a good  deal 
of  exactness  to  the  situation  of  all  the  turrets  that  have  yet  been  discovered.  These 
exploratory  turrets  or  watch-tower#  seem  to  have  boon  only  about  four  yards  square  at 
the  bottom.  And  by  placing  dentine!#  at  each  of  these,  who  must  have  been  within  call 
of  one  another,  the  communication  quite  along  the  Wall  might  he  kept  up,  without  having 
recourse  to  the  fiction  of  a Bounding  trumpet,  or  pipes  laid  underground,  from  one  eml  of 
the  Wall  to  the  other.” 1 

But  all  these  arrangements  were  not  enough ; without  Roads,  one 
important  element  in  the  strength  of  the  Great  Barrier,  would  have 
been  wanting.  Nothing  economizes  military  force  more  effectually  than 


1 Horsley,  Britannia  Rotnuna,  p.  120. 
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the  possession  of  means  for  quickly  concentrating  all  available  resources 
upon  any  point  that  the  enemy  may  select  for  attack.  The  advance 
of  Roman  armies,  and  the  formation  of  roads,  were  uniformly  contem- 
poraneous. The  Barrier,  therefore,  had  its  Military  Way.  It  is 
impossible  to  over-estimate  the  importance  of  this  part  of  the  works. 
Without  it  all  the  rest  would  have  been  useless.  It  would  perhaps  not 
lie  incorrect  to  say,  that  both  Vallum  and  Wall  were  subsidiary  to  it, 
and  that  the  chief  use  of  these  structures  was  to  guard  the  road,  and  to 
protect  and  conceal  from  view,  both  on  the  north  and  south,  the  troops 
that  marched  along  it.  The  modern  history  of  the  district  traversed  by 
the  Wall  furnishes  a singular  illustration  of  the  importance  of  roads  for 
military  purposes.  In  the  rebellion  of  1745,  General  Wade  assembled 
the  forces  in  Newcastle  with  which  he  was  to  resist  the  Pretender. 
The  insurgent  troops,  however,  chose  to  enter  England  by  the 
western  side  of  the  island.  The  Mayor  of  Carlisle  seeing  the  danger 
to  which  he  was  exposed  sent  an  express  to  Newcastle  urging  the 
immediate  advance  of  the  Royalist  troops.  General  Wade  was  obliged 
to  reply  that  he  could  not  give  the  requisite  support  to  Carlisle,  because* 
the  roads  between  Newcastle  and  that  city  were  “ impassable  for 
artillery.”  Carlisle,  in  consequence,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  a hostile  force  was  suffered  to  penetrate  the  very  heart  of  England. 
After  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  government  turned  its  attention 
to  the  necessity  of  having  a good  road  across  the  Isthmus,  and  that 
which  is  now  known  in  the  country*  as  the  Military  Road  was  constructed 
at  the  public  expense.  It  is  a remarkable  fact  that  before  the  formation 
of  this  road  the  carriers  between  Newcastle  and  Carlisle,  in  the  central 
jiart  of  their  journey,  were  obliged  to  resort  to  the  old  Roman  Military  Wav. 
It  may  be  added  that  they  used  pack-horses,  and  not  wheeled  carriages. 

The  Roman  Military  Way  accompanies  the  Wall  throughout  its 
entire  course,  and  uniformly  lies  between  the  Mums  and  the  Vallum. 
It  is  usually  about  seventeen  feet  wide,'  and  is  composed  of  rubble  so 

1 According  to  our  modern  notions  this  seems  to  lie  ti  very  narrow  road.  The  author,  when 
in  Rome,  applied  an  English  taj**-line  to  a portion  of  the  Appiun  Wav,  a few  miles  out  of  the  dtv, 
which  hud  just  before  been  divested  of  all  modem  incumbrances,  and  found  that,  oiclusite  of  tfie 
tootjmths  ou  each  side,  it  was  only  thirtcen-and-a-half  feet  wide. 
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arranged  ns  to  present  a rounded  surface,  elevated  in  its  centre  a foot 
or  eighteen  indies  above  the  adjoining  ground.  Each  side  is  bounded 
by  kerb  stones.  When  carried  along  the  slope  of  a hill,  the  hanging 
side  is  made  up  by  the  use  of  kerb  stones  of  larger  size  than  usual. 
In  most  places  where  it  still  remains,  it  is  completely  grass-grown,  but 
may,  notwithstanding,  be  easily  distinguished  from  the  neighbouring 
ground  by  the  colour  of  its  herbage,  the  dryness  of  its  substratum 
allowing  the  growth  of  a finer  description  of  plant.  For  the  same 
reason,  a sheep-track  generally  runs  along  it.  For  the  accommodation 
of  the  soldiery,  the  road  went  from  castle  to  castle,  and  so,  from  station 
to  station.  In  doing  this  it  did  not  always  keep  close  to  the  Wall,  but 
took  the  easiest  path  between  the  required  points.  In  traversing  the 
precipitous  grounds  between  Sewingshiclds  and  Thirlwall,  the  ingenuity 
of  the  engineer  has  been  severely  tried;  but  most  successfully  has  he 
performed  his  task.  Whilst,  as  previously  observed,  the  Wall  shoots 
over  the  highest  and  steepest  summits,  the  road  pursues  its  tortuous 
course,  from  one  platform  of  the  rock  to  another,  so  as  to  bring  the 
traveller  from  mile-castle  to  mile-castle  by  the  easiest  possible  gradients. 
Often  has  it  been  the  writer's  lot  to  notice  how  naturally,  towards  the 
close  of  a fatiguing  day's  march,  the  less  zealous  of  an  exploring 
party — more  anxious  to  select  an  easy  path  than  to  keep  close  com- 
panionship with  the  Wall — have,  most  unconsciously,  chosen  the  route 
of  the  Roman  way.  Rut,  notwithstanding  all  the  art  of  the  engineer, 
the  steepness  of  the  road  in  some  places  is  such  that  most  of  our  modern 
charioteers  would  be  greatly  puzzled  if  required  to  drive  along  it  a “biga” 
laden  with  military  stores. 

The  road  which  has  now  licon  described  would  present  several  dis- 
advantages to  those  who  wished  to  travel  from  one  extremity  of  the  line 
to  another.  Besides  the  mountainous  nature  of  the  ground  in  the  central 
district,  the  Wall  in  this  part  bends  to  the  north,  in  order  to  gain  the 
edge  of  the  crags.  These  disadvantages  were  overcome  by  means  of 
another  road,  which  pursued  a direct  course,  on  comparatively  level 
ground,  from  Cu.fRXtiM  to  Magna.  Traces  of  this  way  yet  remain,  and 
its  course  is  laid  down  with  but  few  intermissions  in  the  Northumberland 
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“ Survey  of  the  Roman  Wall,”  where  it  is  culled  the  Stanegate.1  It  lies  to 
the  south  both  of  the  Vallum  and  the  Murus.  Passing  the  modem  villages 
of  Fourstones  and  Newbrough,  and  the  farm  houses  of  Scttlingstones, 
Grindon  Hill,  and  Norwood,  it  skirts  the  north  gate  of  the  station  of 
Vi.ndolana,  and  thence  proceeds,  passing  a temporary  Roman  camp 
at  Haltwhistlc  Burn,  to  Magxa.  There  is  reason  to  supjx>sc  that  this 
road  was  continued  westward  its  far  as  Stanwix,  by  which  the  detour 
made  by  the  Wall  in  the  vicinity  of  Walton  would  be  avoided. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  this  road  was  originally  constructed  by 
Agricola.  He  would  find  it  necessary  to  connect  the  camps,  which  he 
planted  in  the  Lower  Isthmus,  by  a road  such  as  this  for  their  mutual 
protection  and  support  In  width  and  general  appearance  it  resembles 
the  military  way  which  accompanies  the  Wall.' 

Gordon  describes  another  military  way,  which  he  calls  the  smaller, 
and  which  he  represents  in  his  plan  of  the  works,  ns  keeping  close  to 
the  southern  face  of  the  Wall.1  There  may  have  lieen  a pathway  such 
as  this,  along  which  the  Roman  sentry  paced  during  the  long  and 
tedious  hours  of  his  watch  ; but  no  traces  of  it  are  now  to  be  discerned. 

Horsley  enumerates  yet  another  road,  which  he  denominates  Tin: 
Old  Military  Way.  As  this  great  antiquary  maintained  that  the  Murus, 
with  its  lines  of  communication,  was  not  reared  until  eighty  years 
after  the  Vallum,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  providing  a road  by 
means  of  which  the  troops  of  Hadrian  and  Antoninus  could  travel  from 
station  to  station.  He  conceives  that  the  north  agger  of  the  Vallum 
was  the  military  way  in  question.'  In  taking  this  view,  he  has  the 
advantage  of  being  supported  by  so  accurate  an  observer  as  Mr.  Mac- 
Lauehlan.*  He  is  farther  of  opinion  that  the  north  ngger  was  not 
originally  constructed  by  Hadrian,  but  was  formed  by  Agricola,  as  a 
means  of  communication  between  the  stations,  which,  on  the  original 
subjugation  of  this  part  of  the  country,  he  planted  in  the  Lower  Isthmus. 
He  thinks  also  that  it  was,  in  convenient  situations,  adopted  by  Scverus  as 

1 That  is  the  paved  way. 

* John  Bell,  a labourer,  who  had  taken  up  eighty  mods  of  the  road,  told  the  author  he 
thought  it  was  nbout  sixteen  or  seventeen  feet  wide. 

• Itiuerurium  .Septentrionale,  p.  74.  * Britannia  Komana,  p.  00.  * Memoir,  p.  SO. 
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his  military  way.  The  present  writer  cannot  concur  in  Horsley’s  opinion. 
In  those  parts  of  the  country  where  the  Vallum  is  most  nearly  jK-rfect 
there  is  no  perceptible  difference  in  form  or  construction  between  the 
north  agger  and  the  south ; both  having  apparently  been  reared  at  the 
same  time  and  for  the  same  purpose.  The  surface  of  the  north  agger  is 
in  most  places  not  sufficiently  flat  to  allow  of  the  supposition  of  its 
having  been  used  as  a road  ; and  occasionally  it  is  in  so  rough  a state, 
and  so  encumbered  by  blocks  of  stone,  as  to  be  most  unfit  for  such  a 
purpose.  Although  fragments  of  stone  are  more  or  less  thickly  mingled 
with  the  materials  composing  the  agger,  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
l>een  paved  after  the  manner  of  all  the  other  Roman  roads  in  the 
country.'  Besides,  if  the  northern  and  southern  aggers  were  erected  for 
purposes  so  entirely  different  as  a means  of  transit  and  a means  of 
defence,  it  is  remarkable  that  they  should  run  their  whole  length  in 
entire  parallelism ; the  course  which  would  be  suitable  for  the  one 
pur|>ose  would  be  unsuitable  for  the  other.  Added  to  these  objections 
is  the  very  serious  difficulty  that  Hadrian's  military  way,  if  such  it  l>e, 
is  on  the  north  or  enemies’  side  of  those  ramparts,  which,  according  to 
Horsley’s  theory,  that  emperor  raised  to  protect  himself  against  the 
Caledonians.  The  present  writer  conceives  that  the  north  rampart  of 
the  Vallum  was  a rampart  and  nothing  more. 

In  estimating  the  resources  of  this  great  fortification,  we  must  also 
bear  in  mind  that  two  great  lines  of  communication — the  Watliug 
Street  and  the  Maiden  Way — crossed  the  Wall  from  north  to  south,  and 
that  subsidiary  roads  branched  off  in  various  directions  from  these  main 
lines.  In  this  way,  at  any  sciison  of  the  year,  troops  could  be  sent  from 
York  direct  to  South  Shields,  Newcastle,  Corbridge,  Carvoran,  or  Car- 
lisle ; and  if  their  course  lay  to  the  north  of  the  Wall  there  were  roads 
that  took  them  at  once  to  Berwick,  Melrose,  Beweastle,  Nctherby,  or 
Middleby.  Every  precaution  was  thus  taken  to  render  secure  the  grasp 
which  Rome  had  taken  of  the  country. 

If  tradition  is  to  be  credited,  the  Romans  were  not  satisfied  with 

1 On  puttin"*  the  enquiry  pointedly  to  a ]*erson  who  had  ploughed  up  some  (Minion*  of  tin* 
V'nllum,  in  the  neigh  Iwurhood  of  Wullend,  near  tilcnwhelt,  and  who  was  also  acquaints!  with  the 
modi*  in  which  tin*  Maiden  Wav  (a  Roman  road)  was  formed,  I was  told  that  there  were  no  traces 
of  puvement  in  the  ViiIIujji. 
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roads  as  a means  of  rapidly  communicating  information;  speaking- 
trampets  or  pipes,  we  arc  told,  ran  along  the  whole  length  of  the  Wall. 
Of  this,  Drayton,  long  ago,  sang  in  his  Polyolbion — 

“ Townes  stood  upon  my  length,  where  garrisons  were  laid 
Their  limits  to  defend ; and  for  my  greater  aid. 

With  turret*  I was  built,  where  sentinels  were  plac'd 
To  watch  upon  the  Piet ; so  me  my  makers  grac’d 
With  hollow  pipes  of  hrasse,  along  me  still  they  went, 

By  which  they  in  one  fort  still  to  another  sent. 

By  speaking  in  the  same,  to  tell  them  what  to  doe, 

And  soc  from  sea  to  sea  could  I be  whispered  through.” 

Sir  Christopher  Ridley,  in  his  letter  tells  us,  that — 

u In  this  Wall  was  thevr  a trunek  of  brass,  or  whatever  kvnd  of  racttal,  which  went 
from  one  place  to  another  along  the  Wall,  and  came  into  the  C’aptaynea  chamber,  whereat 
they  had  watchers  for  the  same,  and  yf  theyr  had  bene  strvfe  or  business  bctwyxt  the 
enemies,  and  that  the  watchmen  did  blow  a horn  in  at  the  end  of  the  truncke  that  came 
into  the  chamber,  and  so  from  one  to  one;  there  wras  certayn  money  payed  yearly  to  the 
mantcnance  of  this  trunek  by  the  inhabitants  theyrahout,  and  doitli  yet  pay  to  some 
gentilmen  in  Xorthymberland,  the  which  money  is  called  horn-geld  money.”1 

Grey,  in  his  Chorographia,  or  Survey  of  Newcastle,  printed  in 
1649,  says — 

“ At  every  miles  end  of  this  Wall  was  a tower,  and  in  the  Wall  a pij>c  of  mettal 
betwixt  the  tower  or  sentinell  houses,  that  so  soone  as  a man  had  act  his  mouth  to  this 
pipe  they  might  lieare  through  all  the  sentinclla  where  the  Enemy  were,  and  so,  in  a 
short  time,  giving  warning  from  one  end  of  the  Wall  to  the  other.” 

Camden  also  refers  to  this  curious  tradition.  It  has  now  almost 
entirely  died  out  in  the  mural  district. 

Pipes  of  lead  are  occasionally  met  with  in  the  ruins  of  the  stations, 
and  pipes  of  burnt  clay  arc  of  very  frequent  occurrence.  To  this 
circumstance  the  tradition  probably  owes  its  rise.  They  are  not,  however, 
found  in  the  Wall,  and,  when  placed  in  the  stations,  have  served  a totally 
different  purpose. 


1 Hodgson,  however,  distinctly  proves,  that  the  conagt,  or  rastle-giiard  rent  of  the  North  of 
England — originally  a payment  in  lieu  of  cattle,  and  culled  in  English,  konu/thl  and  netitifrhl, 
cattle-tax,  or  ox-lay — has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  sounding  the  war-alarm  fcy  horns. 
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This  traditionary  fiction  is  probably  of  more  than  mediteval 
antiquity.  Xiphiline,  in  his  Life  of  Scvcrus,  tells  some  such  marvellous 
talc  about  the  towers  of  Byzantium. 


A description  of  the  kind  of  Masonry  adopted  in  the  Wall  and  its 
essential  structures  will  conclude  this  general  survey. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Roman  army  pressed  into  their 
service  large  bands  of  native  Britons,  and  compelled  them  to  labour 

in  the  construction  of  the  Wall.  The 
kind  of  masonry  adopted  is  just  that 
which  would  bo  most  suitable  for 
unskilled  labourers.  The  stones  an* 
of  the  shape  that  can  lie  most  easily 
quarried,  ami  they  are  of  a size  which 
admits  of  easy  transport.  Some  bas- 
reliefs  on  Trajan’s  column  furnish  us  with  illustrations  of  the  mode  in 
which,  probably,  they  were  carried. 

The  stones  employed  in  building  the  Wall  and  stations  were  very 
carefully  selected.  When  good  stones  were  to  l>c  had  near  at  hand, 
they  were  taken ; but  those  of  inferior  quality  were  never  used  to  avoid 
the  labour  of  bringing  better  from  a distance.  In  some  parts  of  the 
line,  in  Cumberland  especially,  the  stone  must  have  been  brought  from 
quarries  seven  or  eight  miles  off.  A quartzose  grit  was  generally 
selected,  not  only  on  account  of  its  hardness,  but  because  the  rough 
surface  gave  it  a firmer  adhesion  to  the  mortar. 

The  quarries  from  which  the  stone  has  been  procured  can,  in  many 
instances,  be  precisely  ascertained.  Here  and  there,  on  both  sides  of  the 
Wall,  the  quarries  remain  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  left  by  the 
Romans.  A bronze  purse  filled  with  gold  and  silver  coins,  the  latest  of 
them  being  of  the  reign  of  Hadrian,  was  found  in  1837  among  the 
stone  clappings  of  an  abandoned  quarry  on  Bareombe.1  In  others,  the 
wedge  holes  are  seen  by  which  a mass  of  stone  was  intended  to  have 


1 These  coin?,  nmlpr  the  denomination  of  the  Thorngraftou  find,  will  be  described  in  the 
concluding  chapter  of  this  work. 
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been  removed.  Occasionally  the  (juarrynicii  have  carved  their  names 
on  the  face  of  the  rock.  Many  of  these  inscriptions  will  come  under  our 
notice  as  we  examine  the  line  in  detail.  The  most  important  of  thorn, 

that  on  the  face  of  a rock  overhanging 
■ v-  the  pretty  Cumbrian  stream,  the  Gelt.' is 

- >9  * figured  on  the  following  page.  The 
woo<lcut  in  the  margin  exhibits  some  of 
the  letters  upon  a larger  scale,  in  order  to  show  the  peculiar  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  formed.* 

The  Wall  is  faced  on  both  sides  of  it  with  carefully-squared  blocks 
of  freestone.  The  interior  is  filled  with  *•  rubble,”  of  any  description, 
firmly  imbedded  in  mortar.  The  facing  stones  arc  usually  eight  or  nine 
inches  thick,  and  ten  or  eleven  broad  ; the  length  of  them  exceeds  their 
other  dimensions,  amounting  usually  to  fifteen  and  occasionally  to  twenty 
inches,  and  more.  The  face  of  the  stone  is  cut  transversely  to  the  lines 

of  stratification,  so  as  to  avoid  exfoliation 
by  the  action  of  the  weather.  'Flic  stone  is 
made  to  taper  oft’ towards  its  inner  extremity, 
so  as  the  more  readily  to  adapt  itself  to  the 
bed  of  gravelly  mortar  intended  for  it.  The 
cut  shows  its  usual  form.  In  consequence 
of  the  depth  to  which  the  stones  were  set 
into  the  Wall,  the  necessity  of  rows  of 
bonding  tiles,  which  form  so  characteristic  a feature  of  Roman  masonry 
in  the  south  of  England,  is  done  away  with.  There  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  a single  tile  used  in  any  part  of  the  Wall.  On  one  or  two 


1 licit,  from  the  old  British  word  “ Gellt,”  a groYi*.— Phillip's  Yorkshire,  p.  CtM). 

The  drawing',  of  which  the  woodcut  is  a copy,  vat  prepared  writh  great  rare.  In  order  that 
the  cliff  might  he  accurately  examined,  a framework  was  erected  in  front  of  it.  Dr.  Johnston,  of 
Brampton,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Parker,  of  the  same  place,  rendered  to  the  artist,  Mr,  Moexmiu,  the 
same  Lind  assistance  whicn  they  have  often  given  to  the  nuthor. 

* Although  the  general  purport  of  the  <»elt  inscription  is  plain,  it  is  nor  without  its  difficul- 
ties. If  ob  • app  la*  correctly  expanded  into  on  viwtvtkm  appellate,  sis  is  he  re  done  on  the 
authority  of  Horsley,  it  is  remarkable  that  so  important  a won!  as  virtvtkm  should  either  he 
omitted  altogether  or  represented  only  by  one  letter,  for  which  alone  there  is  room,  t’nn  the  phrase 
have  been  ob  apparatvs  or  on  apparamentvm  t 
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occasions,  however,  as  for  example  at  the  Housesteads  mile-castle,  a 
single  row  of  stone  flags  has  been  used,  apparently  with  the  same  view 
as  tiles  were.  The  faces  of  the  stones  used  in  the  Wall  are,  for  the 
most  part,  roughly  “ scabbled  ” with  a pick.  Occasionally  stones  are 
found  which  are  more  carefully  dressed  ; in  these  eases  the  lines  of 
tooling  frequently  assume  a diamond  shape,  or  a feathered  form. 
Examples  of  some  of  the  varieties  of  tooling  are  here  introduced.  Stones 


dressed  in  this  manner  are  larger  than  the  usual  Wall  stones,  and  arc 
more  elongated.  They  probably  belong  to  a i>eriod  later  than  the 
original  construction  of  the  Wall,  and  have  been  used  in  the  rejiaration 
or  reconstruction  of  some  of  the  stations  and  other  buildings.  The 
facing  stones  of  the  bridge  over  the  North  Tyne,  and  of  the  walls  of 
Habitanccm,1  are  of  this  character. 

The  stones  composing  the  walls  of  some  of  the  stations  are  smaller 
than  those  of  the  great  Wall.  This  is  the  ease  with  Cilckncm,  which,  there 
is  reason  to  believe,  was  one  of  Agricola's  stations.  The  stones  of  which 
the  walls  of  the  station  of  Borcovicur  are  formed  do  not  difl’er  in 
character  from  those  of  the  great  Wall.  The  same  is  probably  the 
ease  with  the  stations,  which  owe  their  existence  to  the  main  Wall, 
though  some  of  them  arc  so  dilapidated  as  not  to  admit  of  accurate 
comparison. 

The  strength  of  the  Wall  has  in  a large  measure  depended  u[>on 
the  nature  of  the  mortar  made  use  of.  It  has  evidently  lieen  similar  to 
the  grout  and  concrete  used  by  the  railway  engineers  of  the  present 
day.  The  lime  has  been  ground  when  in  an  unslaeked  state,  and  then 
carefully  mixed  with  sand,  gravel,  and  stone  clappings.  When  about  to 
be  used  the  mass  has  been  freely  mixed  with  water.  Mortar  thus  pre- 
pared sets  in  a few  hours,  and  soon  becomes  as  lnml  ns  stone. 


1 See  u drawing"  of  n part  of  thew  wall*  in  the  Arelueologiu  /Ktiana,  O.S.,  VoL  IV.,  p.  90. 
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Occasionally,  lmt  by  no  means  frequently,  small  pieces  of  charcoal 
are  mixed  with  the  mortar.  These  have  evidently  been  derived  from 
the  wood  used  in  burning  tlu*  lime.  Except  in  the  stations,  pounded 
tile,  so  characteristic  of  the  Roman  mortar  in  the  south  of  England,  is 
not  a common  constituent  of  the  mortar  of  the  Wall.  Limestone 
is  abundant  in  most  parts  of  the  district  through  which  the  Wall 
passes. 

Supposing  the  stones  to  be  now  quarried  and  squared,  the  lime 
burnt  and  mixed  with  sand  and  gravel,  the  next  point  to  be  attended  to 
is  the  method  of  using  these  materials.  But  little  care  was  expended 
in  preparing  the  foundation.  The  structure  was  sufficiently  broad  and 
solid  to  stand  bv  its  own  tenacity.  For  the  most  part  no  excavation 
seems  to  have  been  made.  On  removing  a long  strip  of  the  Wall  at 
Walbottlc  Dean  in  18G4,  the  remains  of  vegetation  were  found  imme- 
diately beneath  it ; and  below  what  hail  evidently  been  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  at  the  time  the  Wall  was  built,  the  soil  was  blackened  for 
some  inches  by  the  roots  of  the  herbage  that  had  been  growing  there. 
In  some  parts  of  Cumberland,  where  the  soil  is  of  a sandy  nature,  an 
excavation  of  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  inches  seems  to  have  been  made. 
In  boggy  ground  the  foundation  has  been  laid  upon  timber.  Stukely 
informs  us  that  Mr.  Gilpin,  of  Kcalebv  ( 'astle,  told  him  that  “ in  taking  up 
the  foundation  of  the  Wall  at  a boggy  place,  they  found  a frame  of  oak 
timber  underneath,  very  firm.” ' The  lowest  stones  of  the  foundation 
were  usually  broad  flags,  three  or  four  inches  in  thickness,  and  these  in 
many  places  are  laid  upon  a bed  of  well-puddled  clay.  Upon  these  fiat 
stones  was  laid  the  first  course  of  facing  stones,  which  were  usually  the 
largest  stones  used  in  the  structure.  In  the  higher  courses  the  facing 
stones  are  uniformly  of  freestone ; but  in  the  ground  course  a “ whin- 
stone”  is  occasionally  introduced.  The  flagstones  of  the  foundation 
usually  project  from  one  to  five  inches  beyond  the  first  course  of  facing 
stones,  and  these  again  usually  stand  out  an  inch  or  two  beyond  the 
second  course,  after  which  the  wall  is  taken  straight  up. 


* Iter  IJomile,  p.  57. 
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One  or  two  courses  of  facing-stones  having  been  placed  in  their 
beds  and  carefully  pointed,  a mass  of  mortar  in  a very  fluid  state  was 
poured  into  the  interior  of  the  Wall,  and  stones  of  any  kind  or  shape* 
that  were  of  a convenient  size  were  “puddled”  in  amongst  it.  Whin- 
stones,  as  being  most  abundant  in  the  district,  were  generally  used  for 
the  filling.  Course  after  course  was  added,  and  one  mass  of  concrete 
imposed  upon  another,  until  the  Wall  reached  the  required  height. 
When  the  whole  was  finished  it  formed  a solid,  compact  mass,  without 
crevice  in  the  interior,  and  soon  became  as  firm  as  unhewn  rock. 

In  some  parts  of  the  line  the  mortar  has  been  ‘•hand-laid.”  The 
rubble  of  the  interior  having  been  first  disposed  in  its  place,  the  mortar 
has  been  laid  upon  it  with  a trowel.  In  this  case  the  mortar  does  not 
completely  penetrate  the  interstices  of  the  mass,  and  the  result  does 
not  yield  such  solid  masonry  as  the  method  generally  pursued.  When, 
however,  this  plan  is  adopted,  the  rubble  stones  are  often  laid  upon  their 
edges  in  the  form  usually  called  herring-bone  masonry.  The  very  fine 
remains  of  the  Wall  at  Steel-rig  may  be  examined  with  a view  to  this 
mode  of  construction. 

On  wavy  ground  the  courses  of  the  Wall  follow  the  undulations  of 
the  surface,  but  on  steep  inclines  the  stones  are  laid  parallel  to  the 
horizon.  The  Wall,  in  this  case,  must  have  been  built  up  from  the 
bottom  of  the  defile,  where  also,  in  order  the  better  to  resist  the 
superincumbent  mass,  it  not  unfrequently  has  a greater  breadth  than 
usual.  As  showing  that  different  sections  of  the  Wall  have  been 
erected  under  distinct  superintendents,  it  may  occasionally  lx;  observed 
that,  whilst  on  one  slope  of  a “gap”  the  stones  are  laid  parallel  to  the 
horizon,  on  the  other,  differing  little  perhaps  in  inclination,  they  are  laid 
even  with  the  ground. 

Such  is  the  strength  of  the  Wall  that  if  the  meddling  hand  of 
man  had  been  withheld  from  it,  it  might  have  stood  to  the  present  hour 
in  almost  all  its  original  integrity.  It  is  necessary  to  say  “almost,”  for  as 
Hodgson  beautifully  observes : — 

“ Though  man  has  had  the  chief  labour  in  effecting  its  destruction,  its  whole  line, 
and  all  it*  stations,  caetle*,  and  towers,  ever  finee  it  wan  deserted  by  the  Kotnan?.  have 
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been  incessantly  suffering  prostration  by  the  hand  of  nature.  The  feeble  root*  of  grasses, 
ferns,  and  shrubs,  have  been  assisted  by  the  more  destructive  wedges  and  levers  of  forest 
trees  in  levelling  it  with  the  ground;  and,  in  many  places  in  the  west  of  this  county,  for 
considerable  distances  together,  the  ruins  that  time  ha*  thrown  from  it*  brow,  lie  in  a deep 
green  mound  at  its  feet;  and  thorns,  briars,  hazel,  and  mountain  ash  (entwined  with 
relentless  ivy),  are  still,  in  the  part*  that  remain  above  ground,  at  the  labour  of  demolition 
in  which,  for  the  last  fourteen  centuries,  they  have  been  unceasingly  engaged." 

For  a long  time  an  uprooted  ash  lay  outside  the  cast  Wall  of 
Amiux:i.anna.  It  held  many  of  the  stones  of  the  station-wall  within 
the  folds  of  its  root  jus  with  an  iron  grasp.  Some  of  the  stones  laid 
!>een  crushed  by  the  expansion  of  the  fibrils.  The  tail-piece  depicts  its 
appearance.  All  things  have  an  end — 

“ The  hills  arc  shadows,  anti  they  flow 

From  form  to  form,  ant!  nothing  stands ; 

They  melt  like  mist,  the  solid  lauds 
Like  cloud*  they  shape  themselves  and  go.” 

— TliNNY'SON.  I>  MKMolUAM. 
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ING  fur  the  present  these  general 
statements,  we  now  proceed  to  ex- 
amine the  Wall  in  detail  from  end  to 
end.  Most  writers  l>cgin  with  its 
ejistern  extremity,  and  pursue  it  to 
its  western  Gordon.  Horsley,  and 
Hodgson  have  done  so.  This  is  the 
most  convenient  method  of  proceed- 
in';, for  the  list  of  stations,  given  in 
the  Notitia  Dignitatum,  to  which  constant  reference  must  he  made, 
pursues  this  order. 

It  might  have  been  supposed  that  the  Wall  would  have  commenced 
its  course  close  upon  the  sea-coast,  and  that  its  eastern  extremity  would  l>e 
found  upon  the  promontory  on  which  the  ruins  of  Tynemouth  Priory- 
now  stand.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case  ; and  it  is  not  until  we  teach 
Wallsend,  which  is  distant  about  four  miles  from  the  sea.  that  we  meet 
with  any  portion  of  the  great  structure. 

Camden,  who  in  1 699  visited  such  parts  of  the  Wall  as  could  be 
visited  with  safety  in  the  then  lawless  state  of  the  Bonier,  tells  us 
distinctly,  that  between  Tynemouth  and  Wallsend  there  are  “ no 
tokens"  of  the  Wall.  The  earliest  writer  who  gives  us  an  account, 
from  personal  examination  of  the  whole  structure,  is  one  whose  narra- 
tive appears  anonymously  in  the  fourth  edition  of  Gibson's  Camden. 
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His  journeys  were  made  in  the  years  1708  ami  1709.  Upon  this  point 
he  says — 

“ I *|H>ke  with  several  old  |KN>ple  who  lmd  lived  hereabouts  for  thirty  and  forty  and 
fifty  years  and  upwards,  and  who  had  likewise  sftoken  with  others  that  were  Ion"  sinec 
dead,  of  eighty  and  a hundred  years  of  age,  who  all  unanimously  agreed  that  neither  the 
Wall  nor  the  ditch  went  any  further  than  this  place ; nor  could  they  ever  meet  with  the 
vr*tigia  of  them  in  the  roads  to  Shields  or  Tynemouth,  which  lay  in  a <lircet  line  from 
the  Wall's  end,  and  were  at  about  half  a mile's  distance  from  the  Tyne.  Nor,  indeed, 
could  I find  the  least  appearance  either  of  the  Wall  or  ditch,  though  I sought  very 
diligently  through  several  fields.”1 

In  company  with  Mr.  MnoLauchlan  the  present  writer  engaged  in  a 
similar  exploration,  with  the  same  result. 

Between  Wallsend  and  the  sen  the  river  Tyne  gradually  expands 
into  nn  estuary  of  considerable  width.  The  river  itself,  therefore,  for 
some  miles  formed  a harrier  sufficiently  strong  to  render  the  building  of 
a Wall  superfluous.  Great  care  was,  notwithstanding,  taken  to  guard 
efficiently  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne.  A station  subsidiary  to  Wullsend 
was  planted  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  estuary  at  Tynemouth,  whilst 
the  promontory  on  the  opposite  side — Shields  Lawc — was  similarlv 
guarded.  A mile  or  two  to  the  west  of  these  stations  were  other  two 
strongholds,  one  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  near  Kast  Cliirton,  and 
the  other  on  the  south  side,  at  Jarrow.  The  country  seaward  of  Walls- 
end  was  thus  rendered  perfectly  secure. 


I . — SKO  EDUNUM. 

The  station  at  Wallsend  occupies  a site  well  adapted  to  military 
purposes.  It  stands  on  a bend  of  the  river,  formed  by  two  of  its 
longest  “ reaches,”  and,  consequently,  commands  a view  of  the  stream 
for  a great  distance  in  both  directions.  Without  l>eing  so  much  elevated 
as  to  give  it  a painful  exposure  to  the  blasts  of  the  north  and  of  the 
east,  it  rises  above  the  general  level,  so  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
a sudden  surprise.  The  ground  in  front  of  it  slopes  rapidlv  down  to 


1 Camden's  Britannia,  with  Additions  and  Improvements  by  Edmund  Gibson,  D.D.,  Bishop 
of  London,  fourth  edition,  Vol.  II.,  p.  10f>. 
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the  river’s  brink,  and  has  a full  exposure  to  the  mid-day  sun.  A defile 
on  its  western  side  added  to  its  security. 

When  Horsley  wrote,  the  ruius  of  the  station  were  clearly  discernible. 
Its  ramparts  could  be  traced  out,  and  though  the  interior  had  been 
ploughed  and  levelled,  “ there  were  very  evident  remains  of  two  turrets 
at  the  western  and  eastern  entries  to  the  station,  and  of  another  at  the 
south-west  comer.”  He  found  manifest  traces  of  suburban  buildings  on 
the  slope,  between  the  south  rampart  of  the  station  and  the  river,  and 
also  “ to  the  south-west  of  the  fort.”  The  station  was  square,  and  ccm- 
tained  an  area  of  above  three  acres  and  a half.  The  Wall  came  up  to 
the  north  cheek  of  the  western  gateway,  consequently  the  station  pro- 
jected considerably  to  the  north  of  the  Wall.1  Gordon,  Brand,1  and 
other  writers  inform  us  that  the  great  Wall  was  continued  from  the 
south-east  angle  of  the  station,  and  brought  down  into  the  bed  of  the 
river,  where  it  terminated.  By  this  means  an  attacking  force  was  pre- 
vented from  getting  within  the  line  of  the  great  barrier. 

The  present  aspect  of  the  station  is  not  encouraging.  The 
workings  of  the  colliery',  which  still  gives  name  to  the  best  class  of 
coal  sold  for  domestic  purposes,  were  commenced  in  1 770,  and  continued 
to  the  year  1853.  The  principal  shaft  was  sunk  a few  yards  to  the  west 
of  the  western  rampart  of  the  station,  and  the  pumping  engine  was 
planted  a little  beyond  its  north  rampart.  The  defile  on  the  west  was 
filled  up  to  give  a proper  level  to  the  “ waggon-ways.”  The  stones  of 
the  station,  some  of  them  with  inscriptions,  were  used  in  the  erection 
of  the  colliery  buildings.  In  such  circumstances  it  is  not  remarkable 
that  the  vestiges  of  the  station  should  be  almost  entirely  removed. 

On  the  accompanying  plan  of  the  station  the  position  of  the 
ramparts  is  marked  by  a dotted  line.  The  northern  section  of  the 

111  Sixty  yards  to  the  north  of  the  Wall,  and  eighty  within  it” — llritannia  Itomana,  p.  136. 

%u  I traced  the  eastern  rampart  of  this  station  to  the  vprr  edge  of  tbp  Tyne,  April  3rd,  1783. 
in  company  with  the  ingenious  Mr.  Chapman,  where  we  canned  many  square  stones,  bedded  in  limp, 
to  be  dug*  out  in  several  parts  of  it,  and  close  to  thp  brink  of  that  river.” — History  of  Newcastle, 
VoL  II.,  p.  005.  Horsley,  who  is  usually  so  candid  and  so  accurate,  maintains,  in  opposition  to 
Gordon,  that  it  is  the  western,  and  not  the  eastern,  rampart  that  is  continued  down  to  the  edge  of 
the  river.  In  this  he  is  clearly  wrong. 
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camp  is  entirely  obliterated.  The  western  rampart  was  immediately 
in  front  of  the  house  so  Ion"  occupied  by  Mr.  Huddle,  the  eminent 
colliery  “viewer,”  and  now  by  Mr.  Leslie;  it  is  scarcely  discernible. 
The  eastern  rampart,  which  is  a little  to  the  east  of  Mr.  Keay's  house, 
is  still  plainly  visible,  and  the  fosse  which  gave  it  additional  strength 
ean  be  easily  made  out.  A portion  of  the  southern  rampart  and  the 
rounded  corner  by  which  it  joins  the  eastern  wall  also  remain.  These 
are  shown  in  the  accompanying  plate.  By  a little  careful  scrutiny  the 
line  of  the  Wall,  from  the  south-east  angle  of  the  station  to  the 
ancient  margin  of  the  river,  may  be  discerned.  This  Wall  was  continued 
for  some  distance  into  the  bed  of  the  river  where  it  is  still  to  be  seen 
when  the  tides  are  unusually  low.1  The  inequalities  of  the  surface  on 
the  slope  fronting  the  station  indicate  the  remains  of  suburban  dwellings. 

Numerous  proofs  of  Roman  occupation  have  at  various  times  been 
found  in  and  around  the  station.  Whenever  the  ground  is  broken, 
stones,  tiles,  pottery,  and  bones  are  found.  Brand  says — 

“In  linking  the  shaft  of  a pit,  very  large  teeth  were  found,  nnd  a conduit  dis- 
covered which  has  no  doubt  remained  there  since  it  was  a Homan  town.  The  viewer 
crept  a good  way  along  it,  and  described  it  an  built  of  great  stone*  of  coarse  workmanship. 

. . . Many  fragment#  of  very  beautiful  pottery  have  been  turned  up.  There  is  a very 

curious  piece  in  the  possession  of  Hugh  Hornby,  Esq.,  Alderman  of  Newcastle.*  I «iw 
taken  up  part  of  a wall  composed  of  Homan  bricks  cemented  closely  together  with  lime. 

I found  a fibula,  some  Homan  tcgula?  and  coins,  a ring,  &c.  Immense  quantities  of  bones, 
horns,  and  teeth  of  animals  that  had  been  sacrificed*  are  continually  turning  up.  I have 
two  Homan  hand  mills  which  came  from  this  station.” 

The  lute  Dr.  Lingard  traversed  the  Wall  in  the  year  1807.  The 
present  writer  has  had  the  advantage  of  perusing  the  notes  which  he 
made  on  this  occasion,  an  advantage  which  had  previously  been  enjoyed 
by  Mr.  Hodgson.  At  Wallsend  he  made  the  following  memoranda : — 

" Mr.  Buddie  informed  us,  that  in  trenching  their  garden  to  the  east  of  the  house, 

1 Within  the  last  ten  years  the  river  has  been  greatly  contracted  in  width,  the  margin  having 
l**en  reclaimed  to  the  extent  shown  by  the  jetties  in  the  ftceojnjmnving  lithograph.  Several  tall 
chimneys  have  arisen  and  other  changes  taken  place  since  the  drawing  was  made. 

•This,  which  is  the  fragment  of  a large  embossed  Samian  bowl,  is  now  in  the  Museum 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

•These*  animals  had  most  likely  been  used  fur  food — not  slain  in  sacrifice. 
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many  human  bones  were  found,  and  in  dipping  a cellar  under  the  dining  room  a well 
[many]  feet  deep  was  [met  with];  at  the  bottom  of  which  were  the  bones  and  skulls  of 
different  animals,  and  the  horn  of  a buffalo  or  reindeer.” 

“ A little  to  the  west  of  the  station  was  opened,  twenty-five  years  ago,  an  arched 
cavity — arch  of  brick — in  which  were  found  many  broken  urns,  a dial,  and  a cross — this 
is  doubtful.” 

In  1814,  a considerable  building  was  discovered  to  the  south-west 
of  the  station,  but  was  immediately  removed.  It  seems  to  have  con- 
tained an  oval  tank  or  bath,'  formed  of  masonry  and  cement,  having  a 
hole  at  the  bottom  of  one  end  and  a lip  at  the  top  of  the  other.  A 
flue  ran  past  it.'  Mon?  recently  an  altar  was  found  in  the  same  spot. 
It  was  without  inscription,  hut  had  a circular  hole  driven  through  its 
centre,  from  which  twelve  rays,  very  coarsely  cut,  proceeded.  The  altar 
may  have  been  used  in  the  worship  of  Mithras.* 

Mr  Reay  informed  the  writer  that — 

The  altar  when  found  was  lying  on  the  ground.  It  was  surrounded  by  twelve 
stones  arranged  in  a circle.  These  stones  were  about  a foot  high  and  eight  or  ten  inches 
thick;  they  were  roughly  “scabbled  with  a pick.”  The  people  said  they  were  intended 
to  represent  the  twelve  apostles.  Coins  were  found  under  severul  of  the  stones  and  also 
under  the  altar. 

No  inscriptions  of  importance  have  been  found  at  Wallsend.  The 
most  interesting  is  on  the  stone  drawn  in  the 
margin,  which  proves  that  some  portion  of  the 
second  legion,  styled  the  August,  has  at  one 
time  been  employed  here.  The  form  of  the 
letters  renders  it  probable  that  the  inscrip- 
tion  is  of  comparatively  late  date;  not  older  than  the  time  of  Severus.’ 

1 Hodgson’s  History  of  Norfhumlterland,  Pt.  II.,  ^ ol.  III.,  p.  171. 

* It  is  shown  in  the  foreground  of  the  view*  of  Wallsend. 

•An  attempt  was  long  ago  made  to  palm  uj>on  the  world  an  inscription  which,  lind  it  been 
genuine,  would  have  been  important.  The  following  letter,  with  the  accompanying  cut,  apjteared 
in  the  Xrrevastlr  Journal,  of  August  ?0tli,  1775— 

“ To  titf.  Printed.  Some  workmen  digging  neaT  Wallsend  have  this 
morning  discovered  a broken  stone,  on  which  is  the  following  inscription  :— 

If  any  of  your  curious  readers  can  give  any  explanation  through  your  paper 
they  will  oblige  many  of  your  readers,  and  among  the  rest  your  humble 
servant,  J.  M.,  Wallsend,  Aug.  3rd.,  1775.” 

Unfortunately  Pennant,  who  received  it  from  a correspondent,  in  time  for  publication  in  his 
Tour,  adopted  the  inscription  (Tour  in  Scotland,  1772,  Pt-  II.,  p.  2U1),  and  it  is  given  in  Gough's 
Camden  on  Pennants  authority,  VoL  III.,  p.  513. 
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Gordon,  guided  by  the  position  of  the  station  in  relation  to  that 
of  others  on  the  list  of  mural  garrisons  in  the  Notitia,  the  names  of 
which  lmd  been  ascertained,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Wallsend  was 
the  SnoKiHtNTM  of  the  Romans  where  the  prefect  of  the  fourth  cohort  of 
the  Lergi  [Lingones]  was  stationed.'  Horsley  confirmed  Gordon’s  con- 
jecture, but  neither  of  these  antiquaries  had  the  satisfaction  of  having 
their  opinion  verified  by  an  inscription. 

In  the  year  1781}  the  altar  which  is  here  figured,  was,  along  with 
another  inscribed  stone,  to  be  afterwards  noticed,  discovered  in  the 
foundations  of  a conventual  building,  on  the  north  side  of  the  castle- 
yard  at  Tynemouth.  Both  of  these  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London.  On  the  supposition  that  Tynemouth 

i[ovi]  o[rTiMo  mJaximo] 

JBI.fi V&]  RVFVit 
PRAlV[BCm]  coh[ortis] 

(III.  LINGO* 

NVM. 

To  Jupiter  the  best  anti  greatest 
yEliu?  Rufus 
Prefect  of  Cohort  the 
Fourth  of  tile  Lingo* 
iw*. 


was  a fort  subsidiary  to  Wallsend,  and  that  in  the  copies  of  the  Notitia 
which  have  come  down  to  us  Lergorum  lias,  through  the  fault  of  some 
early  transcriber,  been  written  for  Lhigonurn,  the  necessary  confirmation 
is  obtained.  That  Lergorum  has  been  erroneously  written  for  Lingonum 
is  rendered  probable  from  the  following  circumstances : — No  inscription 


1 Camden,  deceived  by  a similarity  of  sound  between  the  nature  of  the  piarre,  plaecd  Skgk- 
DUNVN  at  Seghill,  a village  which  lire  several  miles  to  the  north  of  the  Wall,  ami  where  no  traces 
of  Roman  occupation  have  been  found.  On  the  same  principle,  he  identified  the  next  station.  Pons 
Kui,  with  Pontehtnd,  a village  situated  seven  miles  north  of  Newcastle  and  the  Wall,  anil  which 
also  is  entirely  destitute  of  Roman  remain*. 
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has  been  found  in  Britain  mentioning  the  Lergi ; but  inscriptions  have 
been  found  which  mention  the  first,  second,  and  fourth  cohorts  of  Lin- 
gones.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Lingones  are  not  named  in  the  Notitia. 
and  the  cohorts  of  the  Lergi,  which  are  there  recorded  as  belonging  to  the 
Wall,  are  the  second  and  the  fourth.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  therefore, 
that  the  one  word  has  been  mistaken  for  the  other,  the  slight  difference 
between  Lergorum  and  Lingonum  rendering  such  an  error  easy.1 
According  to  the  Notitia  the  commander  of  the  garrison  was  a tribune 
— on  the  altar,  however,  zElius  Rufus  is  styled  a prefect. 

The  Lingones  were  a people  who  occupied  that  part  of  Gallia 
Celtiea  in  which  the  rivers  Seine  and  Marne  take  their  rise. 

Most  of  the  ornaments  on  the  sides  of  the  altar,  which  we  have 
been  discussing,  are  of  common  occurrence,  and  will  be  described  in  the 
fifth  chapter  of  this  work.  The  serpents  which  stand  erect  on  each  side 
of  the  patera  are  more  rare.  From  the  frequency  with  which  these 
creatures  are  represented  in  the  mural  paintings  of  Pompeii,  particularly 
in  kitchens,  it  would  seem  that  they  were  regarded  as  a species  of  house- 
hold deity.  In  one  painting,  now  in  the  Museo  Borbonieo,  in  Naples, 
two  serpents  are  figured  approaching  an  altar,  and  partaking  of  the 
offerings  placed  upon  it.  Figures  of  serpents  were  attached  to  dead 
walls  in  Pompeii,  as  the  figure  of  the  cross  now  is  in  some  of  the  cities 
of  Italy,  to  prevent  their  defilement.  It  is  evident  that  serpents  were 
regarded  with  reverence. 

Why  the  station  at  Wallsend  was  named  Segedunum  it  is  difficult 
to  conjecture.  There  was  a Segedunum  in  Aquitania,  the  modem 
Rodcz ; a Segodunum  in  Northern  Germany,  the  modem  Siegen ; and 
a Singidunum  on  the  Danube,  the  modern  Belgrade.  It  may  be  that 
some  of  the  soldiers  of  Hadrian,  on  taking  up  their  quarters  here,  were 
struck  with  some  resemblance  between  it  and  one  of  these  localities,  and 
so  gave  it  its  name.  In  the  New  Yorks  and  New  Londons  of  the 
western  continent,  wc  have  modem  examples  of  a similar  mode  of 


1 For  these  ragrations  the  reader  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson,  of  Newcastle,  who 
discusses  the  subject  of  the  Tvnemouth  inscriptions  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Arclueologia  /Eliana. 
Old  Series,  p.  231. 
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procedure.  Happily  there  is  no  doubt  regarding  the  origin  of  the 
present  name  of  the  place — the  end  of  the  Wall.  The  early  period  at 
which  the  name  Wallsend  is  known  to  have  lieeu  in  use — the  latter  part 
of  the  eleventh  century — is  a proof  of  the  large  amount  of  attention 
given  to  the  mins  of  the  Barrier  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  even 
at  that  distant  date. 1 It  is  curious  also  to  observe  how  many  places 
along  the  course  of  the  Wall  have  derived  their  name  from  this  great 
structure;  for  example,  in  Northumberland  we  have  Wallsend,  Walker, 
Wallknoll  (in  Newcastle),  Benwell,  Wallbottle,  H eddon-on-the- W all , 
Wclton,  Wall-houses,  Wall,  Walwick,  Shicld-on-the-Wall,  Wall-mill, 
Walltown,  Thirlwall,  and  Wall-end  ; in  Cumberland,  we  have  Walton, 
Wallbours,  Old- Wall,  High  Wullhead,  Middle  Wallhcad,  Low  Wall- 
head,  Walby,  Wallfoot.  and  doubtless  others  also. 

The  present  village  of  Wallsend  is  about  half  a mile  distant  from 
the  Roman  station,  a little  to  the  north  of  the  turnpike  road.  It  is. 
however,  of  comparatively  modern  erection.  Brand  says  “ that  an  old 
woman,  still  living,  remembers  when  the  site  of  the  present  Wallsend 
was  an  empty  field."  The  traditional  account  of  its  erection  in  this 
place  is,  that  a plague  having  desolated  the  original  town,  which  stood 
upon  the  site  of  the  camp,  and  had  been  built  out  of  its  ruins,  the  terri- 
fied inhabitants  forsook  the  spot,  and  sought  shelter  in  the  new  locality. 

Traces  of  the  stone  Wall  are  very  indistinct  between  Wallsend 
and  Newcastle,  and  its  course  is  chiefly  to  be  ascertained  by  the  ditch 
which  accompanied  it  on  its  north  side. 

The  fosse  of  the  Wall  is  seen,  though  faintly,  behind  the  Methodist 
Chapel  at  Carville.  The  private  footpath  leading  to  Carville  Hall  is  no 
doubt  on  the  site  of  the  Wall  itself’.  It  often  happens  that  when  the  Wall 
has  been  entirely  removed,  for  the  sake  of  its  stones,  the  foundations  are 
left,  and  used  as  a footpath  or  bridle  way.  The  fosse  of  the  Wall 
is  here  distinctly  marked.  Carville  Hall  is  the  Cousins’s  House  of 

1 ltislwp  William  Carileph,  after  his  restoration  to  his  see  of  Durham,  anti,  therefore,  between 
1001  anti  1U1L),  jj-ranteil  to  the  convent  of  Durham  the  vilU  of  Wisfelin*rtim  (Willin^rton)  uml 
Wallsend,  Fenham  anti  Norhaui,  north  of  the  Tyne. — Hutchinson,  quoting  Simeon,  p.  234  ; and 
Inland's  Collectanea,  Vol.  II.,  p.  332,  38. 
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Horsley.'  As  Wallsend  colliery  was  not  in  existence  in  Horsley's  day. 
this  house  was  the  nearest  notable  object  to  the  station  of  Seoedunvm. 
Hence  we  often  still  read  that  the  Roman  Wall  began  at  Cousins's 
House — a designation  not  known  now  in  the  district.  The  fosse  on  the 
north  of  Carville  is  filled  with  water,  and  serves  as  a duck-pond.  The 
stone  dike  which  forms  the  fence  of  the  next  field  contains  many  Roman 
stones.  State’s  Houses  are  the  Rechouses  of  Horsley.  On  the  north  of 
them  the  fosse  of  the  Wall  is  filled  with  water,  and  forms  two  ponds. 
Here  some  traces  of  the  foundation  of  the  Wall  may  be  seen.  About 
sixty  yards  to  the  south  of  these  houses  are  faint  traces  of  two  tumuli, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  little  valley  descending  to  the  Tyne.  The  cart- 
track  is  now  on  the  Wall ; the  fosse  is  less  distinct — a hedge  runs  along 
it.  Forty  years  ago  the  Wall  in  this  vicinity  was  standing  between  three 
and  four  feet  high,  covered  with  brushwood.  About  half  way  between 
Stote’s  Houses  and  Old  Walker  is  a small  stream ; at  the  point  where 
the  Wall  crosses  it  several  Roman  walling  stones  lie  in  its  bed.  West 
of  the  brook  the  eon1  of  the  Wall  is  seen 
in  the  footpath.  On  the  top  of  the  rising 
ground,  about  eighty  yards  from  the  brook, 
is  the  site  of  the  first  mile-castle.  It  is 
under  tillage,  but  its  slightly  elevated  sur- 
face, and  the  number  of  small  stones  which 
am  sprinkled  over  it,  distinguish  it  from 
the  rest  of  the  field. 

The  Fann-house  of  Old  Walker  is 
now  reached.  Many  Roman  stones  appear 
in  its  walls;  the  fosse  is  used  as  a pond  for 
titnii  purposes.  The  bronze  ornament 
shown  in  the  margin  was  found  a few 
years  ago  on  the  south  side  of  the  Wall  near  Walker.  The  black  strokes 


1 This  place  derived  it*  earlier  name  from  being*  the  property,  and  perhaps*  the  suburban 
reridenrp  of  Horsley’*  (rival  uncle,  John  Cousin#,  an  alderman  of  .\ ewrast b»-U)H>n-Tyne,  in  the 
seventeenth  century.  About  1740,  Sir  Roltert  Carre,  a London  knight,  and  drafter,  but  also,  it  is 
thought,  a hurge#*  of  the  northern  metropolis,  bought  Cousins’s  bouse  ut  Wallsend,  and  rebuilt  it, 
thenceforward  designating  it  Carre-ville.  The  present  mansion  is  called  CanriUe-hall. 
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on  the  timer's  back  are  formed  of  some  soft  composition,  let  into  the 
metal.  It  has  probably  been  attached  to  some  horse  trappings.  The 
road  that  is  seen  stretching  in  a straight  line  up  the  hill  to  Byker 
indicates  the  direction  of  the  Wall.  It  is  the  first,  but  by  no  means 
the  most  remarkable,  instance  that  we  shall  meet  with  of  the  unilinching 
and  straightforward  tendencies  of  this  remarkable  structure.  The  road 
now  runs  on  the  north  side  of  the  ditch  for  some  distance.  The  site  of 
the  fosse  all  the  way  to  Byker  Hill  is  enclosed  between  hedges,  and  used 
as  potato  gardens.  It  was  left  waste  long  after  the  neighbouring  ground 
was  brought  into  tillage. 

In  the  second  field  from  Byker  Hill,  Mr.  MacLauehlan,  aided  by  his 
measuring  chain,  lays  down  the  position  of  the  second  mile-castle. 
It  is  seven  furlongs  from  the  last.  The  attentive  observer  will  detect  it 
by  its  gently  swelling  surface.  On  Byker  Hill  is  a large  quarry,  which 
entirely  obliterates  the  remains  of  Roman  works.  Passing  this  and  the 
houses  near,  the  fosse  is  seen  on  the  left  of  the  road.  In  the  fence,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  road,  enclosing  the  grounds  of  Heaton  Hull,  many 
Roman  stones  will  be  observed.  The  Wall  in  this  vicinity  must,  in  the 
year  1725  have  been  in  a goodly  condition,  as  ap[>ears  from  the  “ Pros- 
pect of  the  Wall  from  Byker  Hill,”  which  Stukelev  gives  in  his  “Iter 
Boreale.”  The  drawing  is  reproduced  in  the  opjwsite  lithograph,  with 
some  slight  corrections,  made  on  the  ground,  by  Mr.  John  Storey. 
Stukelev  made  this  drawing  because,  as  he  says,  “the  country  being 
entirely  undermined,  it  might,  sometime  or  other,  sink,  and  so  disorder 
the  track  of  this  stately  work.”  It  must  have  remained  in  an  encourag- 
ing state  of  jxjrservation  until  the  year  1800,  for  in  the  Monthly  Magazine 
of  that  year  we  read,  “ At  this  period  a portion  of  the  foundation  of  the 
Roman  Wall  was  taken  up  at  Byker  Hill,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing 
the  highways.” 

At  Byker  Bar  the  turnpike  road  deviates  to  the  south ; but  the 
Wall  marches  right  on,  descending  the  steep  bank  which  leads  down 
into  the  Ousebum,  and  then  climbing  the  equally  steep  cliff  on  the 
opposite  side.  The  Wall  probably  began  its  descent  at  the  spot  where 
a deserted  blacksmith's  shop  now  stands ; and  here  once  stood  a mile- 
castle.  Two  large  chiselled  stones  are  preserved  in  the  Castle  of 
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Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  which  are  believed  to  have  been  brought  from 
this  eastelluin.  One  of  them  bears  a rude  inscription,  which  has  not 
been  deciphered. 

From  this  point  until  we  reach  the  western  extremity  of  Newcastle 
no  existing  traces  of  the  Wall  are  to  Ik1  found.  We  are  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  testimony  of  former  observers  for  our  knowledge 
of  its  passage  through  the  town. 

Descending  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Ouseburn,  it  crossed  the  stream 
a little  to  the  south  of  the  existing  bridge,  and  ascending  the  other 
side,  piissed  through  the  grounds  of  Red-barns,  which  have  recently  been 
purchased  for  the  puqxjses  of  a Dominican  monastery.  From  this 
point,  according  to  Gordon,  Brand,  and  Lingard,  it  made  straight  for 
the  tower  in  the  town’s  wall  called  the  Ship  Carpenters’  Tower,  or  Sally- 
port Gate.'  From  the  Carpenters’  Tower  it  is  supposed  to  have  passed 
over  the  rising  ground  called  the  Wallknoll.  The  name  of  the  place, 
in  .addition  to  other  reasons,  renders  this  probable.*  It  is  said  to  have 
approached  Pilgrim  Street,  a little  above  Silver  Street.1  Grey,  in  his 
Chorographia.  states  that  the  Piets  Wall  came  over  the  Lorke  Burn  (the 
site  of  the  present  Dean  Street),  by  the  Nether  Dean  Bridge.*  It  may 


* “About  Red-barn*  the  garden  grounds  have  destroyed  every  VPiilip*  both  of  the  Wall  and 
the  fosse ; but  when  we  are  post  the  gardens,  the  remains  of  the  Wall  seem  again  tn  appear,  and, 
having  trussed  the  field,  proceed  in  a straight  line,  behind  the  Keelmen’s  Hospital  to  the  Sallyport 
or  Ship  Carpenters’  Tower.  There  was  a rope  walk  here,  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Wall,  not 
many  years  ago.  Near  the  present  Sally|M>rt  Gate  stood  a turret  or  Roiuuu  castellum.” — Brand’s 
Hist*.  Newcastle,  Vol.  I.,  p.  HIS, 

“ From  Byker  windmill  it  may  lie  easily  traced  down  the  rock  on  the  eastern  hank  of  the 
Ouseburn.  By  the  remains  of  it  in  the  garden,  it  appears  to  have  crossed  the  river  a little  to  the 
south  of  the  present  bridge.  It  then  rises  up  the  opposite  bank  to  Red-harns,  from  whence  it  may 
be  traced,  but  with  difficulty,  to  the  Carpenters*  Tower.” — Lingard’*  Notes.  A.D.  1807. 

Horsley  maintains  that  the  Wall  did  not  go  straight  to  the  Sallyport  Gate  ns  Gordon  asserted, 
but  to  Pamfon  Hate. — Brit.  Horn.,  p.  1211.  On  a former  occasion  we  have  had  to  prefer  the 
testimony  of  Gordon  to  that  of  Horsley,  p.  81). 

• Brand  says  that  an  old  woman,  living  on  the  Wnllknnll,  informed  him  “ that  several  years 
ago  some  workmen,  in  building  a coach-house  for  Alderman  Sowerbv,  discovered  plainly  the  foun- 
dations of  the  Roman  Wall  coming  over  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  bearing  to  the  north  side  of  the 
present  Sallyport  Gate,  and  that,  a great  ninny  curious  gentlemen  came  to  view  it.” 

■“'Hie  Millmnk  MS.,  cilpd  so  often  bv  Bourne,  tells  us  that  (about  Charles  I.’s  rime)  the 
Roman  Wall  might  Im*  traced  down  the  hill  l»y  Mr.  Leonard  Carr’s  house,  which  stood  in  Pilgrim 
StTeet,  on  the  west  side,  a little  before  you  come  to  Silver  Street.” — Brand,  Vol.  I.,  p.  lift). 

‘The  Nether  Dean  Bridge  crossed  the  ravine  indicated  by  the  prpsent  I)enn  Street,  at  a point 
irnmediatelv  opposite  the  east  end  of  St.  Nicholas’  Church.  The  passage  which  led  to  it  on  the 
east  side  of  Dean  Street  exists,  and  still  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Low  Bridge. 
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have  crossed  at  this  place,  but  not  by  this  bridge,  which  was  evidently 
of  media'val  structure,  and  was  of  too  wide  a span  to  lie  safe  in  a line 
of  military  operation. 

Advancing  westward,  a little,  the  Wall  reached  St.  Nicholas’  Church. 
In  a passage  already  quoted,  Leland  informs  us  that  be  was  told  that 
St.  Nicholas’  Church  stood  upon  the  Piets  Wall.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  long  before  the  erection  of  the  present  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  a 
church  was  built  upon  the  same  site,  in  consequence  probably  of  the 
accumulation  upon  it  of  the  mins  of  Roman  structures.  The  Wall  was 
continued  westward,  nearly  in  a line  with  the  north  side  of  Collingwood 
Street,  and  here  it  formed  the  north  rampart  of  Pons  ./Ei.ii. 


II.— PONS  .-ELIl. 

Newcastle,  even  at  an  early  period,  must  have  been  a place  of  impor- 
tance. Its  situation  upon  a navigable  river,  at  a convenient  distance  from 
the  sea,  gives  it  peculiar  commercial  advantages.  The  troops  required  to 
garrison  the  Wall  would  of  themselves  cause  no  small  amount  of  inter- 
course with  foreign  countries,  which  would  most  naturally  find  a seat 
here.  The  bridge  which  Hadrian  built  across  the  Tyne  would  bring 
into  Poxs  jEi.ii  all  the  traffic  of  the  south.  The  changes,  however, 
which  have  passed  over  it  in  Saxon,  Norman,  and  more  recent  times, 
have  nearly  obliterated  the  traces  of  its  primeval  condition,  ami  rendered 
these  things  mere  matter  of  conjecture. 

Even  the  ramparts  of  the  station  cannot  be  satisfactorily  ascertained. 
Horsley,  with  great  ingenuity,  but  questionable  success,  attempted  to 
define  them.  He  found  that  the  Wall  passed  under  a house  in  the 
Groat  Market  (not  far  probably  from  the  present  Collingwood  Street), 
and  this  he  conceived  would  form  the  north  wall  of  the  station.  A 
traditionary  account  existed  in  his  day  that  the  Wall  “ passed  through 
St.  George’s  Porch,  near  the  north-west  comer  of  St.  Nicholas’  Church  :’’ 
and  ns  this  porch  lies  a little  to  the  south  of  the  p reliable  course  of  the 
Wall,  he  thought  that  the  wall  in  question  must  lie  the  east  wall  of  the 
station,  not  the  great  Wall.  The  position  of  the  south  wall  he  deter- 
mined upon  the  principle  that  in  many  of  the  stations  the  Vallum 
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comes  up  to  the  support  of  the  south  rampart.  In  the  case  before  us. 
he  found  that  the  Vallum,  when  last  seen,  was  running  in  a line  which 
pointed  towards  the  north-west  corner  of  the  castle.  In  this  line  he 
placed  the  southern  rampart.  The  western  boundary  he  determined  In 
supposing  that  this  station,  like  many  others,  was  square,  and  finding 
that  the  south  rampart,  as  ascertained  by  him,  was  six  chains  distant 
from  the  north,  he  laid  down  the  western  rampart  at  the  same  distance 
from  the  eastern.1  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  station  lies  to  the 
south  of  the  north  side  of  Collingwood  Street ; but  with  the  exception 
of  this  fact,  and  of  the  situation,  perhaps,  of  the  east  rampart,  we  have  no 
data  for  determining  its  limits.  The  form  of  the  station  may  not  have 
been  a square,  but  a parallelogram,  and  the  Vallum,  instead  of  coming 
up  to  its  southern  rampart,  may  have  come  up  to  the  gateway  in  the 
middle  of  the  western  rampart.' 

Horsley,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  found  traces  of  the  Wall 
in  the  Groat  Market.'  Since  his  day  it  has  been  twice  seen  in  the  line  of 
Collingwood  Street.*  In  addition  to  this,  two  lines  of  walling,  at  right 

* Horsley,  in  forming1  the  plan  of  the  station  upon  the  relationship  sulwisting  between  the 
Wall  and  the  Vallum,  seems  entirely  to  forge!  that  he  1ms  endeavoured  to  prove  that  the  Wall  was 
not  built  for  eighty  years  after  the  construction  of  the  Vallum  and  station.  He  evidently  feels  that 
Vallum,  Mums,  and  Station  are  iu  realirv  one  work,  and  tJiat  if  one  member  were  wanting  the 
whole  would  Im*  incomplete.  He  gives  Hadrian  the  credit  of  acting  more  wisely  than  he  would 
have  done  if  lie  hud  placed  the  station  of  Pons  .Klii  on  the  excised  or  enemies’  side  of  the  great 
Iwirrier  which  he  erected  against  the  Caledonian  foe. 

•The  present  writer  endeavoured,  in  the  former  editions  of  his  work,  to  draw  the  lines  of 
the  station  so  as  to  include  most  of  the  ground  where  Homan  remains  have  been  found.  Subsequent 
reflection  has  led  him  to  abandon  the  attempt. 

tH  In  laying  the  foundation  of  a building  in  the  Oront  Market,  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  rears 
since,  the  masons  struck  uiwn  tJie  Homan  Wall,  at  each  of  the  side  walls,  so  that  the  building 
stuiids  cross  the  Homan  Wall.” — Britannia  Homnna,  p.  1UU. 

* u I saw  strung  remains  of  the  Homan  Wall  exposed  when  the  foundations  of  houses  were 
lieing  formed  on  the  north  side  of  Collingwood  Street  in  1810,  hut  here,  as  at  other  stations,  no 
remains  of  Homan  suburbs  have  lieen  found  To  the  north  of  the  line  of  the  Mums — nothing  in 
forming  Mosley  Street — nothing  in  building  the  magnificent  markets  now  removed  to  make  w»v 
for  Grev  Street]  and  streets  lietween  the  Bigg  Market  and  Pilgrim  Street.  The  grave  of  Pons  /Eli  l 
lies  to  the  south  of  St.  Nicholas’  Church." — Hodgson’s  Hist.  North.,  Pt.  II.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  *S0. 

"On  the  2«lrd  December,  lH.>*j,  a drain  from  the  Turf  Hotel,  leading  across  Collingwood 
Street,  was  renewed,  and  nt  IS  feet  from  the  front  of  the  hotel,  and  114  from  the  east  end  of  tin* 
street,  Mr.  Ventress  saw  the  outside  fare  of  a piece  of  Homan  Wall.  It  was  running  diagonally 
in  the  street,  S.W.  to  N.K.,  and  striking  for  the  angle  of  the  (’loth  Market  and  Mosley  Street.  The 
cut  was  4 feet  wide,  and  that  distance  of  wall  was  seen.  The  depth  from  the  street  pavement  to 
the  base  of  the  wall  was  fret.  The  wall  hud  six  courses  of  stones,  the  l»ottnin  one  projecting 
inches,  ami  the  entire  thickness  of  the  wall  at  its  buse  was  9 feet.  Mr.  White  was  present” — 
Arch.  .Kb,  N.S.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  60. 
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angles  to  the  main  Wall,  have  been  met  with  ?»  the  middle  of  the  same 
street.  There  can  l>e  little  doubt  that  these  cross  walls  were  portions 
of  the  station.  One  of  them  was  nearly  three  feet  thick,  which  is  the 
usual  thickness  of  the  walls  of  houses  in  the  stations ; the  other  was 
sis  feet  and  a half  thick — a degree  of  strength  sufficiently  great  to 
warrant  the  supposition  that  it  may  have  been  the  eastern  rampart  of 
the  station.  Both  the  walls  were  of  admirable  workmanship,  and  bore 
all  the  characteristics  of  Roman  masonry.'  In  Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson’s 
MSS.'  is  a remarkable  confirmation  of  the  opinion  here  expressed,  that 
the  stronger  of  the  cross  walls  now  mentioned  may  have  been  the  east 
wall  of  the  station.  He  says — 

“ In  regard  to  Collingwnod  Street  I ran  add  that  the  Wull  w as  also  met  with  on  the 
south  side  of  the  street,  in  front  of  the  third  or  fourth  house  from  the  east  end  of  the 
street.  This  would  he  as  nearly  an  |M>snil>le  the  site  of  the  stable#  of  the  Spread  Eagle, 
which  was  at  the  north-east  corner  of  Denton  Chare,  ami  which  Brand  said  was  #up]M>*cd 
to  have  U'en  built  of  Homan  stones.  If  the  cast  nail  of  the  station  existed  in  this  part, 
these  remains  seem  as  probable  to  have  belonged  to  it  a*  any  part  of  the  Wall.” 

We  have  no  data  for  laying  down  with  accuracy  the  south  and  west 
ramparts  of  the  station  ; hut  if  the  north  and  the  east  may  he  considered 
as  fixed,  and  we  bear  in  mind  the  usual  size  of  a station,  we  can  be  at 
no  loss  as  to  the  general  position  of  the  station  of  Pons  jElii.  The  site 
was  an  advantageous  one.  Whilst  furnishing  a level  platform  of  a size 
abundantly  adequate  to  the  requirements  even  of  u milliury  cohort,  its 
south  front  sloped  rapidly  down  to  the  river;  and  at  no  great  distance, 
both  on  its  east  and  west  sides,  natural  defiles  added  to  its  strength. 


1 On  May  17,  18G2,  the  lnl»ourers  of  the  Water  Company,  in  laying  down  pipes  in  the  centre 
of  rollingwmMl  Street,  at  02  feet  from  its  east  end,  came  upon  a piece  of  Homan  Wall,  at  right 
angles*  to  the  street,  ami  2 feet  11  inches  in  thickness.  At  GO  feet  neurer  to  the  east  etui  of  the 
same  street  another  Homan  Wall,  6 feet  0 inches  thick,  was  found  running  in  the  same  direction. 
Dr.  Bruce  inspected  these  remains.'* — Arch.  -EL,  N.S.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  GW. 

•The  late  Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson,  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  author  of  sonfe  imjiers  in  the 
Archreologia  /Klinim,  which  ore  characterised  by  great  acuteness  anti  sound  judgment,  was 
engaged  towards  the  close  of  his  life  in  prepnring  an  account  of  u The  Homan  Walls — their 
Stations,  Inscriptions,  and  Sculpture**”  At  the  time  of  hi*  death  lie  had  completed  the  examination 
of  all  the  stations  in  Northumberland  and  f'uml*erlond  that  are  actually  on  the  Wall,  and  the 
result  of  hi*  labour*  is  contained  in  three  folio  volumes  of  manuscript,  most  carefully  written. 
Through  the  kindness  of  his  surviving  brother,  Mr.  Alderman  Hodgson,  the  present  author  has 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  consulting  these  valuable  document*.  They  will  lie  quoted  under  the 
designation  of  “ Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson’s  MSS.” 
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The  vicinity  of  the  station  too,  afforded  many  sunny  spots  suitable  for 
the  erection  of  suburban  villas. 

In  Newcastle,  as  in  other  places,  no  remains  of  building  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Wall  have  been  found.  When  the  foundations  of  the  New 
Town  Hall  (which  is  just  outside  the  Wall)  were  excavated,  hopes  were 
entertained  of  the  discover}'  of  Roman  spoil ; but  the  virgin  clay  was 
reached  without  a trace  of  Roman  handiwork  being  met  with.  South  of 
the  Wall  the  proofs  of  Roman  occupation  are  very  abundant.  This  is 
particularly  the  case  in  the  Castle  precincts.  The  present  County-courts 
occupy  the  site  of  a building  which  used  to  lx*  called  the  Half-Moon 
Battery.  When  they  were  Wing  built  some  interesting  discoveries  were 
made  which  are  thus  described : — 

“ In  digging  for  the  foundations  for  the  Northumberland  County  Court-House, 
1810,  a well  was  found  finely  cased  with  Human  masonry.  It  still  remains  below  the 
centre  part  of  the  present  Court-house.  It  had  originally  been  a spring,  or  sunk  low- 
down  on  the  river  bank,  and  ite  circular  wall,  raided  within  another  strong  wall  in  the 
form  of  a trapezium  to  the  height  of  the  area  of  the  station,  and  the  space  between  them 
traversed  with  strong  connecting  beams  of  oak  both  horizontally  and  perpendicularly, 
and  then  tightly  packed  up  with  pure  blue  clay.  Some  beams  of  this  timber  were  taken 
up  and  formed  into  the  judges*  seats,  and  chairs  for  the  grand-jury  room,  now  in  use. 
Two  of  the  perpendicular  beams  had  very  largo  stags*  horns  at  their  lower  end,  apparently 
to  assist  in  steadying  them  till  clay  sufficient  was  put  round  them  to  keep  them  upright. 
On  the  original  s!oj>e  of  the  hank  next  the  outer  wall,  there  was  a thick  layer  of  ferns, 
grasses,  brambles,  and  twigs  of  birch  and  oak,  closely  matted  together,  and  evidently 
show'ing  that,  before  theso  works  were  constructed,  man  had  not  tenanted  the  sjnjt.  Here 
also  were  exposed  large  remains  of  the  foundations  of  other  very  thick  and  strong  walls, 
one  of  which  rose  into  the  eastern  wall  of  the  Old  Monthall,  which  was  of  exactly  the 
same  breadth,  hearing,  and  style  of  building,  and  doubtless  of  the  same  date  ns  the* 
Homan  foundations  of  which  it  was  a continuance. 

“ The  whole  site  of  the  Court-house,  for  several  feet  above  the  original  surface  of 
the  earth,  was  strewn  with  a chaos  of  Homan  ruins.  I was  frequently  on  the  s|*>t  while 
the  exenvations  were  carrying  on,  ami  saw  dug  up  large  quantities  of  Homan  pottery, 
two  bronze  coins  of  Antoninus  Pius,  parts  of  the  shaft  of  a Corinthian  pillar,  fluted,  and 
of  the  finest  workmanship ; besides  many  millstones,  and  two  altars,  one  hearing  an 
illegible  inscription,  and  the  other  quite  plain.  The  altars  were  found  near  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  Court-house,  and  near  them  a small  axe ; and  a concave  stone,  which  bore 
marks  of  fire,  was  split,  and  had  thin  flakes  of  lead  in  its  fissures.  The  broad  foundation 
walls  were  firm  and  impenetrable  as  the  hardest  rock.  On  Aug.  II,  1812,  when  the 
foundations  of  the  north  portico  were  sinking,  a Homan  coin  w as  found  (of  w hat  Emperor  I 
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have  no  minute),  and  the  original  surface  of  the  ground  was  covered  with  a thick  stratum 
of  small  wood,  some  parts  of  which  were  wattled  together  in  the  form  of  crates  or  the 
corf*  of  collieries,  but  in  a decayed  state,  and  cut  as  easily  with  the  workmen’s  spades  as 
the  brushwood  found  in  peat  mosses  does.  As  there  was  much  horses'  or  mules*  dung 
near  them,  and  some  mules*  shoes  amongst  it,  I thought  they  had  been  fixed  there  as 
crates  or  racks  to  eat  fodder  out  of.”1 

But  perhaps  the  most  interesting  trace  that  we  have  of  the  Roman 
occupation  of  Newcastle  is  the  bridge  which  gave  to  it  its  Roman  desig- 
nation. In  1771  a flood  having  carried  away  several  of  the  arches  of 
the  bridge  which  then  existed,  and  materially  damaged  the  rest  of  the 
structure,  it  was  found  necessary  to  erect  a new  one.  In  removing  the 
old  [tiers  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  Roman  masonry  were 
observed;  and  the  workmen  were  led  to  believe  that  the  arches  of  the 
mediaeval  structure  hud  been  placed  upon  the  foundations  which  Hadrian 
laid.  Several  piles  of  fine  black  oak,  which  had  supported  the  founda- 
tion, were  drawn  out  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  found  to  be  in  a state 
of  excellent  preservation.’  The  coins  that  were  found  imbedded  in  the 
piers  give  decided  evidence  of  the  Roman  origin  of  the  structure.  To 
some  of  these,  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Mr.  Rippon,  of  North  Shields, 
the  author  had  access.  They  consisted  of  four  denarii  of  Hadrian,  two 
brass  coins  of  Sabina,  and  a denarius  of  Severus.*  The  coins  of  Hadrian 
.were  remarkably  bold  and  sharp,  and  cannot  have  been  long  in  circula- 
tion before  being  deposited  in  the  bed  where  sixteen  centuries  of  repose 
awaited  them  ; that  of  Severus  was  a good  deal  corroded.  Besides  these, 
other  coins  have  been  found.  Brand  had  one  of  Trajan,  and  he  engraves 
a copper  coin  of  Hadrian ; he  also  had  in  his  possession  one  of  Antoninus 
Pius.  Pennant  describes  amongst  others  a coin  of  Faustina  the  Elder, 
and  one  of  Lucius  Veras.  Hodgson  saw  coins  of  Gordian  and  Magnon- 
tius,  which  had  been  obtained  from  the  piers  of  the  bridge.  The  coins 
posterior  to  the  time  of  Hadrian  were,  no  doubt,  deposited  during  the 


1 History  of  N'orthuii)l>erhind,  l*t.  II.,  VoL  III.,  |t.  173. 

•The  author,  as  the  lender  of  the  pilgrim-lmnd  who  traversed  the  Wall  in  the  summer  of 
1.^40,  used  a staff  made  of  this  primeval  oak.  It  is  now  in  the  collection  of  unthjuitie*  in  the  Castle 
of  Newcastle. 

•These  coins  were  given  to  Mr.  Rippon’s  mother  by  the  engineer  of  the  bridge.  The  engi- 
neer lived  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Rippon’s  grandfather. 
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repairs  and  alterations  which  the  bridge  received  after  its  original  con- 
stnietion  in  a.d.  120. 

It  is  probable  that  the  ancient  bridge  had  no  stone  arches,  but  was 
provided  with  a horizontal  roadway  of  timber.  Such  was  the  character 
of  the  famous  bridge  constructed  by  Trajan  over  the  river  Danube  on  his 
second  Dacian  cmnpaign,  and  such  too  seems  to  have  been  the  construc- 
tion of  all  the  Homan  bridges  in  the  North  of  England. 

No  altar  or  inscribed  stone  has  been  found  to  confirm  the  theory 
that  'Newcastle  is  the  ancient  Pons  JEmi.  The  existence  of  the  bridge 
is.  however,  sufficient  proof  of  it.*  Besides  the  position  of  Pons  .Ei.ii 
on  the  list  of  stations  in  the  Notitia — between  Skgkih  nxm  and  Coxdkr- 
ctm — is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact. 

The  Notitia  informs  us  that  Pons  iEui  was  governed  by  the  tribune 
of  a cohort'  of  Comovii.  Unhappily  the  only  inscription  discovered 
in  Newcastle  which  mentions  any  body  of 
military  at  all  is  the  one  figured  in  the  margin, 
and  which  bears  the  name  of  the  first  cohort 
of  Thracians.'  It  seems  a little  doubtful 
whether  the  transcriliers  of  the  Notitia  have 
written  the  name  of  the  cohort  correctly. 
Certain  it  is  that  we  are  at  considerable  loss 
to  identify  the  people  in  question.  Ptolemy  represents  a tribe, 
named  the  Comobii  or  Cornovii,  as  occupying  the  extreme  north-east 
of  Scotland — the  present  county  of  Caithness ; and  another  in  South 
Britain,  as  lying  to  the  east  of  the  Ordoviees,  which  gives  us  parts  of 
Stafford,  Cheshire,  and  Shropshire  as  their  area;'  but  it  is  not  likely 
that  either  of  these  people  furnished  the  cohort  in  question,  for.  as 

‘The  bridge  takes  its  name  from  Hadrian,  who  was  of  the  iBliia  family. 

*$ome  copies  of  the  Notitia  read  “first  cohort,"  others  simply  44 cohort.” 

■This  stone  was  found  in  in  what  seem*  to  luive  lieen  the  burying*  place  of  the  White* 
friars'  monastery.  In  tireparing  the  foundations  of  some  new  buildings  in  Mr.  Spoor’*  premises  in 
('laverino*  Place  several  graves  were  found  containing  undmived  bones.  The  graves  seeiu  to  have 
been  dug  amongst  a muss  of  Koman  debris— fragments  of  Satnian  vessels,  wine  amplume  and 
mortars  were  turned  up,  as  well  as  the  bones  of  triars,  and  the  stone  liefore  us.  The  stone  is  lii 
indies  by  10.  The  palm  branch,  the  soldiers  favourite  emblem,  will  lie  noticed  in  one  corner. 

4 Ilocking’s  Notitia.  p.  (103.*  Smith’s  Diet,  Geog.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  0S7. 
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Mr.  Hodgson  remarks,  “it  was  not  according  to  the  Roman  policy  to 
garrison  a country  with  detachments  of  its  own  inhabitants.” 

Some  other  stony  memorials  of  Roman  Newcastle  have  come  down 

to  our  time.  It  is  not  known 
precisely  where  the  figure  of 
Hercules,  of  which  the  wood- 
cut presents  a careful  repre- 
sentation, was  found.'  From 
the  situation  it  occupied  when 
first  noticed  it  is  probable 
that  it  came  from  some  tem- 
ple in  the  eastern  suburbs  of 
Pons  ,'Ki.ii.  As  is  the  case 
with  most  of  the  sculptured 
stones  found  on  the  Wall  it 
is  much  mutilated,  the  head, 
the  feet, and  every  part  which 
could  be  easily  broken  off 
having  been  detached.  The 
lion’s  skin,  the  apples  of  the 
garden  of  Hesperides,  and 
the  club — the  usual  emblems 
of  Hercules — are  all  repre- 
sented. 

A figure  of  Mercury  was 
found  in  cutting  the  crest  of 
the  hill,  in  front  of  the  Old 
Castle,  to  receive  the  foun- 
dations of  the  railway  via- 
duct. The  youthful  god 
holds  the  chlamys  on  his  left 
arm,  and  the  caduceus  in  his 


1 It  was  stnmtirur  in  flu*  pinion  liehiml  rhe  house  in  Pilgrim  .Street,  which  is  iiuw  occupied  hv 
the  Poor  Law  Guardian*,  at  the  time  the  premises  came  into  the  possession  of  the  director*  of  the 
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left  hand  ; in  the  right  hand  lie  holds  a purse — so  essential  in  the  pursuits 
of  commerce,  a goat  kneels  at  his  feet,  and  near  his  head  then-  has  been 
a cock,  the  emblem  of  vigilance,  but  it  is  much 
mutilated.*  The  woodcut  represents  the  figure. 

In  removing,  in  1843,  the  Whitefriar  tower, 
which  stood  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  overhanging 
the  Close,  and  formed  a part  of  the  walls  of 
Newcastle,  two  Homan  altars  were  found.  They 
were  lying  about  eleven  feet  deep  in  the  ground, 
amongst  a mass  of  Roman  rooting  tiles.  One 
of  them  was  uninscribed,  the  other,  shown  in 
the  woodcut,  is  dedicated  to  Kilvanus.  It  is 
curious  to  find  a memorial  of  a rural  god  in  a 
part  of  Newcastle  which  now,  more  than  any  other,  is  clouded  bv  the 
smoke  of  manufactories.  There  cannot,  however,  be  a doubt  that  on 
the  knoll  and  contiguous  dell  and  river 
bank,  where  of  recent  years  have  been 
planted  the  engine  factories  of  Stephen- 
son and  of  Hawthorn,  in  Roman  times 
natural  forests  grew,  beasts  of  the  chase 
found  shelter,  and  soldiers  and  shepherds 
were  stimulated  by  the  joyous  freshness  of 
the  scene  to  offer  their  devotions  to  the 
deities  whom  they  had  been  taught  to 
regard  as  the  presiding  genii  of  the  place. 

The  lower  part  of  the  inscription  on  this 
altar  may  have  contained  the  name  of  the  cohort  stationed  here,  but, 
unhappily,  it  has  been  hopelessly  effaced.  We  must,  however,  now 
leave  what  Stukeley  calls  " this  focus  of  the  kingdom.” 

The  'Wall,  in  its  course  westward,  went  bv  St.  .John’s  Church. 


DEO  (?) 


To  the  god 
Silva  tnis. 


Newcastle  a ml  North  Shields  Railway,  ami  by  them  presented  to  tin*  Newcastle  Antiquarian 
Society.  It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  noticed  "before. 

*In  Cirufer,  pa*re  LI.,  is  n representation  of  Mercury,  in  which  all  the  characteristic:*  id  the 
deity  arc  given  precisely  as  in  the  case  before  us. 

o 
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and  in  front  of  the  Assembly  Rooms,  up  ‘Westgnte  Hill.'  No  remains 
of  it  arc  to  be  seen  until  after  the  next  station  is  passed.  Its  course  is 
marked,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  way,  by  the  fosse  on  its  north  side. 
At  the  top  of  Westgate  Hill  there  were,  in  Horsley’s  days,  some  traces 
of  a mile-castle;'  they  are  now  entirely  removed. 

The  Vallum,  of  which  there  an;  no  traces  between  WaUsend  and 
Newcastle — the  river  being  sufficiently  near  to  afford  protection  to  the 
mural  garrison  on  the  south — makes  its  apj>earHnce  directly  the  western 
suburbs  are  passed.  In  Horsley's  time,  and  for  a considerable  period 
afterwards,  it  was  to  be  seen  on  the  south  side  of  Westgate  Hill,  pointing 
in  the  direction  of  the  Literary  Society's  buildings  and  the  Castle.' 

The  Vallum  is  seen  its  soon  as  the  last  row  of  houses  in  the  town — 
Gloucester  Road — is  passed.  It  runs  at  the  back  of  the  windmill  on 
the  top  of  the  hill,  and  behind  the  row  of  houses  called  Graingerville. 
It  is  seen  on  the  left  hand  of  the  road  nearly  all  the  way  to  Condehclm. 


'Tin*  following1  paragraph  is  taken  from  nn  unpublished  paper  lw  Mr.  Hodgson  Hinde,  which 
was  intended  to  form  die  first  jiart  of  a new  History  of  Newcastle “ Horsley,  and  afterward* 
Brand,  have  laid  down  the  line  of  the  Wall  somewhat  t<»o  far  north,  in  deference  to  a tradition 
that  it  through  St.  John**  church vard  and  behind  the  Vicarage  House,  whereas  its  true  course 

was  certainly  in  front  of  the  Vicarage,  skirting'  the  churchyard,  if  it  touched  if  nt  all,  at  it*  southern 
extremity.  This  fact  was  established  beyond  all  doubt  by  die  discovery  of  it*  remains  in  making 
an  excavation  in  front  of  the  palisades  which  enclose  the  ground  of  the  Assembly  Rooms,  and  is 
recorded  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Thomas  (lee,  the  late  Town  Surveyor,  confirmed  fjy  the  testimony 
of  |>er*oi)*  still  living,  who  were  present  when  the  remains  were  exposed.”  The  Savings  Hank,  new 
County  Court,  and  contiguous  buildings  now  occupy  the  site  of  die  Vicarage  house  and  gardens. 
When  the  foundations  for  these  structures  were  prepared  no  remains  of  the  Wall  were  met  with — 
an  additional  proof  that  it  must  have  gone  in  front  of  them.  The  following  memorandum,  in 
jiencil,  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson,  i*  further  confirmatory  of  the  route  now  given — 
“ I can  say  diat  of  die  stone  Wall,  traces  were  met  with  at  the  comer  of  the  garden  liefore  the 
Cross  House,  Westgate.”  Mr.  Thomas  Hotlgson’s  MSS.  The  Cross  House  is  in  front  of  the 
Assembly  Rooms. 

•“  I thought  diero  were  some  visible  remains  of  a castellum  just  liehind  die  ijuarry  house." — 
Brit.  Rom.,  p.  Id'. 

44  It  is  probable  there  was  a mile-castle  where  die  Wall  makes  a bend  at  the  top  of  Westgate 
Street,  which  would  l»e  aliout  a Roman  mile  from  the  supposed  site  of  Pons  .Elii." — MeLouehiaifs 
Memoir,  p.  11. 

•Britannia  Roinaim,  p.  135.  The  premises  called  by  Horsley  “Mr.  Ord’s  house”  are  now- 
occupied  bv  the  Literary  amt  Philosophical  Society. 

44  Of  the  earthen  mound  the  last  1 knew  was  in  the  field  at  the  Westgate  where  Blenheim 
Street  now  traverses  what  used  to  ho  called  Wailes’  field  ....  runiiin-r  up  to  the  gnrdeu  of 
die  house  Wailes  used  to  occupy.  In  the  garden  of  that  house  it  was  still  traceable.  The  line 
of  diis  mound  made  direct  for  the  Old  Castle  through  the  building  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Society,  just  at  the  part  where  the  great  room  commences." — Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson’#  MSS. 
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On  the  right  of  the  road  is  the  fosse  of  the  Wall,  occasionally 
strengthened  by  an  elevated  ridge  on  its  outer  margin. 

III.— CONDERCLSI. 

The  third  station  on  the  line,  Condercfm,  stood  on  the  top  of 
Benwell  Hill,1  two  miles  distant  from  Newcastle.  The  situation  is  a 
good  one.  Without  being  much  exposed,  it  commands  an  extensive 
prospect  in  every  direction.  Northwards  the  view  is  only  bounded  by 
the  Cheviot  Hills,  whilst  southwards  the  meanderings  of  the  Tyne, 
the  graceful  proportions  of  Ravensworth  Vale,  and  the  verdure  of  the 
river's  banks  constitute  a scene  of  peculiar  gladness.  Of  late  years  the 
advance  of  manufacturing  industry  westward  of  the  Tyne  Bridge  has 
injured  the  natural  beauties  of  the  spot.  The  sunny  slopes  south  of 
the  station  were  well  adapted  for  the  erection  of  suburban  buildings, 
and  here  the  foundations  of  several  have  been  found. 

A plan  of  the  camp  as  it  existed  in  1772,  prepared  by  Mr.  Shafto, 
who  was  then  its  proprietor,  is  given  in  Brand’s  Newcastle.  The  ramparts  * 

were  distinctly  traceable,  and  there  were  appearances  both  of  the  north 
and  east  gateway.  What  was  supposed  to  be  a draw-well  is  laid  down 
near  the  north-west  angle  of  the  station,  and  another  near  the  south-east 
The  remains  of  an  important  building  were  found  within  the  station  at 
a short  distance  from  the  eastern  entrance,  and  of  another,  consisting 
of  eight  or  nine  apartments,  at  about  three  hundred  yards  to  the  south- 
west of  the  station.  Both  of  these  buildings  had  their  floors  supported 
upon  pillars ; to  allow,  as  is  supposed,  of  the  apartments  being  wanned 
by  the  free  circulation  of  hot  air  beneath  and  about  them.  According 
to  Mr.  Shafto’s  plan,  the  station  contained  an  area  of  nearly  five  acres. 

Since  the  year  1772,  great  changes  have  taken  place  at  Conderclm. 

In  Brand’s  time,  the  portion  north  of  the  turnpike  rood  was  trenched 
and  planted.'  When  the  author  first  became  acquainted  with  the  station, 

1 Benwell  proiier,  is  the  elevated  point  just  l**vond  the  station.  The  villngv  of  Denn'cll 

is  in  the  valley  below.  The  Prior  of  Tynemouth  had  11  summer  residence  here. 

*uIn  trenching-  this  ground  many  coins  were  found,  most  of  which  were  defaced,  limit 
conduits  or  sewers  were  discoverd  at  the  depth  of  about  a yard-nnd-a-balf : they  were  composed 
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this  part  was  under  the  plough,  and  whenever  the  ground  was  disturbed, 
numerous  fragments  of  Homan  pottery  were  brought  to  light.  More 
recently  it  has  been  converted  into  the  high  service  reservoir  of  the  New- 
castle Water  Company.  In  constructing  the  reservoir  some  remains  of 
Roman  houses  were  met  with,  and  the  piers  of  the  north  gateway  were 
disclosed.'  The  draw-well  in  the  north-west  corner  proved  to  be  the  shaft 
of  a coal  pit,  which  had  probably  lieen  sunk  at  an  early  period  of  the 
modern  history  of  the  coal  trade.  Being  eased  round  to  the  depth  of 
seven  or  eight  feet  with  the  stones  of  the  station,  it  had  the  appearance 
of  a Roman  work;  this  probably  led  to  the  error  regarding  its  use.1 

South  of  the  road,  some  interesting  traces  of  the  station  remain. 
Its  eastern  rampart,  as  well  as  its  south-east  angle,  show  boldly  in  the 
grounds  of  Mr.  Kendcl ; its  southern  and  western  ramparts  may  be 
traced,  though  more  obscurely,  in  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Muleaster.  The 
remains  of  a small  building,  apparently  a temple,  discovered  in  1K(>2, 
are  to  be  seen  outside  the  eastern  rampart.  It  is  about  sixteen  feet 
long,  and  is  provided  with  a circular  apse  at  its  southern  extremity. 
Two  altars  were  found  lying  within  it  on  their  faces ; they  had  origi- 
nally stood  upon  a foundation  of  concrete  on  each  side  of  the  apse. 
In  the  circular  recess  three  human  skeletons  were  found,  pressed  into 
the  curve  and  lying  side  by  side.  Fragments  of  statues,  inscriptions, 
tiles  and  pottery,  together  with  bronze  ornaments,  coins,  and  snail 
shells  were  also  found  within  the  inclosure.* 

Happily  we  are  at  no  loss  as  to  the  Roman  designation  of  the 
station.  The  Notitia  informs  us  that  the  prefect  of  the  first  ala*  of 


of  large  wrought  stones.  .Several  little  altars  and  fragments  of  inscriptions  were  turned  out  on 
this  occasion.” — Brand’*  Newcastle,  VoL  I.,  p.  GO (». 

a Some  doubt  existed  ns  to  the  precise  position  of  the  north  rnmpnrt  of  the  station.  S*e 
Mr.  MacLauchlnn’s  Memoir,  p.  13.  Tue  discovery  of  this  gateway  proved  the  correctness  of  Mr. 
.Sliafto’s  plan. 

4 At  the  request  of  the  author,  Mr.  T.  Y.  Hall  of  Newcastle,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Mossman, 
went  down  the  pit  ami  explored  the  workings  for  some  distance.  A phut,  by  Mr.  Mossman,  of  die 
jmrtion  examined,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  uuthor. 

6 For  n fuller  description  of  this  building,  see  a jwi|M?r  hv  Mr.  George  Wightirick  Reiulel,  in 
the  Arelueologia  .Klianu,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  Kill,  N.S. 

• As  the  nivalrv  of  the  Iloninn  army  was  originally  employed  in  the  field  to  cover  the  flanks 
of  the  infantry,  the  term  ula  or  wing,  was  used  to  designate  a body  of  cavalry.  The  cavalry  even 


Digitized  by  Google 


- 


BKNWKLI*. 


109 


Astures'  was  quartered  at  Condercu.m.  Several  inscriptions  have  been 
found  here  recording  the  operations  of  this  body  of  troops,  so  that  we 
are  entitled  to  infer  that  Benwell  is  the  Condkuctm  of  the  Romans. 
One  of  these  is  here  introduced.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  latter 


Pi  c.  1 feci  3 ;ache*  If  ’ feet. 


MATHIHVs"  r A M PES^T  It  I H Vs] 

ET  OENIO  ALAF.  Pltl[>fAE]  IIISPANO- 

KVM  ASTVHVM 

OORIUANM-:.  T. 

AOKIPPA  PHA?[fK<'TVS1  TEMPI.VM  A * 01.0* 

[res]titvit. 


To  the  woodland  mothers 
ami  to  tho'jronius  of  the  fii>t  Ain  of  Span- 
ish Astures  styled  Antonin- 
inn  (f)  nnd  fiord  inn.  Titus 
Agrippa  their  prefect  this  temple  from  the  ground 
restoreil. 


part  of  the  third  and  the  first  part  of  the  fourth  line  of  the  inscription 
have  been  purposely  erased.  When  an  emperor  fell  into  disgrace  it  was 


of  the  legions  w ere,  for  the  most  part,  raised  in  the  provinces.  “ Asturin  was  famous  for  its  breed 
of  hones.” — Smith’s  Dictionary. 

’The  Notitia  has  Asterum.  hut  the  inscriptions  found  here,  as  well  as  at  Chesters  nnd  firent 
Chesters,  where  other  Iswlies  of  the  same  jn-ople  were  cjunrtered,  rend  Astwrwn.  It  is  pmhuhle. 
therefore,  that  tome  earlv  transrrilier  of  the  Notitia  has.  in  error,  written  Astorum  for  Astunun. 
and  that  ftWDF.Rri  M,  ('ll.t*RM'M,  and  /KsIca  were  garrisoned  liv  the  Astures,  a people  from 
the  north-west  of  Spain,  and  not  as  Horsley  supjwoed,  by  the  Asti,  the  iuhahitunts  of  u small  city 
in  the  north  of  Italy. 

" On  the  whole,  the  inscriptions  found  on  the  Wall  are  very  correctly  cut : in  this  slab,  how  - 
ever,  an  error  occurs,  the  Tit  in  “ Matrihus”  l»einjr  put  twice  over,  Or,  can  the  first  line  have  lieen 
intended  to  rend  matr[ibvs]  ticiuvs  cam  teat iub vs  ? An  altar  found  at  this  very  station  is 

inscribed  t.AMiis  THinvs. 
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usual  to  destroy  his  statues  and  to  strike  his  name  from  eveiy  public 
monument.  It  is  not  improbable  that  Elagabalus  may  have  allowed  the 
“ ala  ” to  assume  the  epithet  of  “ Antoniniana,”  and  that  this  was  the 
offensive  part  of  the  inscription  requiring  obliteration.'  The  deities  to 
whom  this  slab  is  dedicated,  will  be  discussed  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  this 
work.  The  emperor  Gordian,  from  whom  the  ala  derived  one  of  its 
epithets,  began  his  reign  a.d.  238;  this  fact,  as  well  as  the  reconstruction 
of  a building  which  probably  had  become  insecure  through  age,  proves 
the  long  continued  occupation  of  the  place  by  the  ltomans. 

Several  altars  of  historical,  as  well  as  mythological,  importance  have 
been  found  in  this  station.  The  one  shown  on  the  opposite  page  is  now  in 
the  Castle  of  Newcastle.  It  furnishes  evidence  that  Condkhccm  had  been 
occupied  in  the  time  of  Antoninus  Pius,  which  it  probably  would  not 
have  been  if  the  stone  wall  had  not  been  then  in  existence.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  stution  to  induce 
us  to  supjiose  that  it  was  one  of  Agricola’s  forts. 

Jupiter  takes  the  epithet  of  Dolichenus,  as  Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith 
suggests,  from  Doliche,  a town  in  Macedonia,  a country  which  abounded 
in  iron.*  Jupiter  Dolichenus  seems  to  have  been  worshipped  in  mineral 
districts  generally.  As  the  altar  is  erected  for  the  safety  of  the  emperor 
himself,  the  phrase  “ Numinibus  Augusti,"  must  be  understood  to  mean 
the  deities  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  worshipping,  or  his  guardian 
divinity;'  the  latter  view  is  the  most  probable. 

“ Genius,  natalc  comes  qiri  temperat  astrum, 

Xatunc  deus  Humana?,  mortali*  in  unum- 
Quodque  caput,  vultu  mutabilis,  all  him  et  ater.” 


* The  gap  in  the  inscription  has  hitherto  been  filled  up  with  the  wools  “Oh  virttireni 
appellate.”  Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson,  in  the  MSS.  before  quoted,  says,  “ I suspect  that  some  epithet 
having  reference  to  Cararalla  or  Heliogabalus,  which  had  liecome  offensive  hud  lieen  inserted,  as 
well  as  Gordiana,  and  that  it  had  been  struck  out;  for  I know  not  how  so  simple  a term  as  tlmt 
proposed  could  have  excited  such  displeasure  us  to  mil  for  its  erasure,  and  the  complimentary  term 
Gordiana  lie  iiennitted  to  be  retained  by  this  ala."  We  shall,  afterwards,  meet  with  uudouhted 
instance*  of  the  obliteration  of  the  name  of  Elairubalus  (Heliogabalus).  Ilw  people  seem  to  have 
K*en  highly  incensed  at  his  having  assumed  the  honoured  name  of  Antoninus. 

* Collectanea  Antiqua,  Vol.  I.,  p.  15. 

'The  word  “ Numen”  is  often  applied  in  the  plural  number  to  a single  deity  as  “ Aumina 
Palladia.” — vKn.  III., 
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ALTAR  TO  JUPITER  DOLICHENTS. 


Ill 


Massive  as  this  altar  is,  it  has  been  savagely  used — at  the  hands,  pro- 
bably,  of  the  Piets  and  Seots,  on  the  departure  of  the  Romans.  The 
altar  on  the  next  page  has  met  with  even  worse  treatment. 


S .-.e, :(  fe«t  l irch  bj  1 fe«t  1 :i*b. 


IOVI  OPTIMO]  MAXIMO]  DOLICHE- 
NO  ET  XVMINIBVS 

AVo[vSTl]  PHO  SALVTE  I M p[eRATORIs] 
CAESAR  IS  T[lTl]  ABL[ll]  IIADh'iam] 
AXTONIXI  AVO'vgTl]  Til  PETRIS;  p[aTII!AF.] 
ET  LEO[lO.Ms]  II.  AVU[VSTAF.] 
ma[rcvs]  libvhxivs  FRO.N- 
TO  C[ENTVRIoj  LEo[lOXI§]  BIVSDBM 

v'otvmJ  s[olvit]  l[ibbns]  3i[erito] 


To  Jupiter  Dolichenus,  the  l*»st  and  greater, 
and  the  guardian  angel 
of  Augustus,  for  the  safety  of  the  eni|ieror 
( ’sesar  Titus  /Elms  Hadriamis 
Antoninus  Augustus  Pius,  the  father  of  his  country 
and  of  the  second  legion  [styled]  the  August, 
Marcus  Libumius  Pronto, 
a centurion  of  this  legion, 

[dedicates  this  altar]  in  the  discharge  ot  a vow, 
[willingly  and  deservedly. 
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THE  TWENTIETH  I.ECIOK. 


Judging  from  what  remains  of  the  altar  here  introduced,  it  must 
have  been  a large  and  ornate  one.  The  name  of  the  dedicator  is  gone, 
lmt  as  he  appears  to  have  been  a centurion  of  the  twentieth  legion,  we 
learn  the  presence  of  some  part  of  that  body  in  Hen  well.  This  legion 
was  styled  the  Valerian  and  Victorious;1  its  badge  or  emblem  was  a 
boar,  as  we  shall  subsequently  find  from  many  examples. 


> LK<l[lOXi»'  XX.  VXI.EHI.E 

v[lCTR!Ct»] 
\ i»tvm]s[olvit  li  uf.  nsvkii- 
IToj 


A centurion  of  the  i?lltli  legion 
tin*  Valerian  and  Victorious 
[erects  this  it  I tti  r] 
in  discharge  of  n vow  willingly 
ii  ml  to  u deserving  object. 


Sir.c,  3 icct  2 incfcc*  by  3 feet. 

The  most  recent,  as  well  as  the  most  remarkable,  discoveries  at 
Conhercum  are  the  two  altars  which  are  here  introduced.  They  were 
found  in  the  temple  outside  the  east  rampart  of  the  station  which 


1 Tin*  reader,  unused  to  nntiqunrinn  researches,  may  require  to  lit*  informed  that  antiquaries 
<l»  not  expand  contracted  words,  or  initial  letters  representing  words,  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  but 
in  accordance  with  examples  in  which  the  words  arc  given  in  full.  Some  difficulty  occurs  ns  to  the 
rending  of  the  letters  v.v.,  which  indicate  the  epithets  of  the  Twentieth  Legion.  Horsley,  whose 
views  were  adopted  in  the  fanner  editions  of  this  work,  rends  ra!ni*y  rictrix;  the  powerful  and 
victorious.  After  much  consideration  the  author  is,  at  length,  constrained  to  adopt  the  views  of 
I)r.  Musgrave  and  of  Henzen,  and  to  read  Vnlrrut,  Victrix.  The  following  examples  seem 
decisive.  l)ion  Cassius,  speakiijp  of  this  legion  ns  lining  then  in  llritain,  denominates  them 
OonAfpriot  vui  Nun^rofMc;  and  in  the  continuation  of  Urellius,  bv  llenzcn,  Nos.  H080,  0871,  we  have 
VALERIAS  VHTBIC.  nnd  VALERI aR  victhkis.  The  writer  lias  met  with  onlv  one  example 
favouring  the  view  of  Ynlrn*  rather  than  Valeria it  occurs  in  (ini ter.  p.  CCCCXCI I.,  .*>,  where 
we  have  valf.n.  victi*.  In  none  of  the  llritish  examples  an*  the  epithets  sufficiently  expanded  to 
decide  the  |M»int. 
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t feet  I :::chea  b j 1 fool  4 ;:ic"  * 


ll  K O 

ANTBNOC1TICO 
K T KVIIINI  II  [V  s] 
AVOVSTORiVM] 

A E L ( I V a]  VI  HI  V) 

^ LEO.  XX.  V.V. 

M . 


• To  the  god 
Antenociticus 
and  the  deities 
of  tin*  em^HTon* 

/Kliui*  Vihiut* 

u centurion  of  the  20th  legion  the  Valerian  anti  Victorious 
discharges  a vow  willingly  uml  deservedly. 


p 
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ALTAB  TO  ANOCITlcrs. 


has  been  already  described.  One  of  them  is  dedicated  to  Antenociticus, 


DEO  AMOCIT1CO 
IVDICIIS  OPTIMO- 
It  V M M A X I M O K V M- 
QVB  IMPP.  n'osTRORVM]  SUB  V LP. 
MARCELLO  CO]n]s[VLARI]  TINE- 
IVS  LOMOVS  IM  PRAE- 

pectvra  eqvit[vm] 

LATO  CLAVO  F.XORMA- 
TV9  ET  q[vaESTOH]  d[E8IOMATYS\ 


To  the  god  Anociticus 
Tineius  Longus  n prefect 
oi  cnvalry  adorned  with  the 
liroud  stripe  nnd  qtuestor 
elect  by  the  decrees*  of  our 
very  excellent  and  very 
potent  ein|MTors  [obtained] 
through  the  inHuence  of  Ulpius 
Murrell  us  n man  of 
consular  mnk  [erects  this  altar].1 


S;se,  .1  fet:  ll  inches  by  1 fool  ? u-cbcs. 

and  the  other  to  Anocitieus.  Probably  the  same  deity  is  intended  by 


1 This  inscription  presents  considerable  difficulties.  The  reading  here  {riven  is  the  one  which 
on  the  whole  seems  to  Ik*  the  liest.  The  author  is  indebted  to  the  suggestions  of  Dr.  McCquI,  of 
Toronto. — Brit. -Rom.  Ins.,  p.  288,  and  the  Master  of  lialliol. — (.lent.  Mug.,  Nov.,  180JJ,  p.  585. 

In  giving  the  translation  of  this  inscription,  it  has  not  been  found  practicable  to  adhere  us 
closely  to  the  order  of  the  Latin  words  as  is  done  in  most  other  instances. 
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both  designations ; but  the  names  have  not  been  met  with  before,  and 
nothing  is  certainly  known  respecting  them.  As  the  deity  has  no  place 
in  the  mythology  of  Rome,  it  is  presumed  that  he  wins  a British  god. 
The  more  ornate  of  the  two  altars,  shown  on  page  113,  is  carved  on  all 
four  sides,  which  is  an  unusual  though  not  unprecedented  circumstance. 

The  other  altar  is  more  rudely  carved,  but  it  contains  a longer  in- 
scription. The  letters  have  been  coloured  with  a red  pigment.  It  is 
probable  that  both  altars  belong  to  the  same  period  ; and  if  the  Ulpius 
Marcellus  mentioned  on  the  last,  be  the  general  who  in  the  year  184 
repelled  the  northern  tribes  that  had  overwhelmed  the  mural  garrison,  the 
period  in  question  will  be  the  closing  years  of  the  reign  of  Marcus 
Aurelius,  when  his  son  Commodus  was  associated  with  him  in  the 
government  of  the  empire. 

Stones  inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  troops  engaged  in  the  erection 
of  the  various  buildings  connected  with  the  Wall,  seem  to  have  been  set 


$ii«,  1 foot  3 usche*  by  IQ  inches. 


up  in  conspicuous  parts  of  them.  Several  of  this  character  have  been 
found  at  Bemvell.  The  one  shown  above  is  of  considerable  importance. 
In  addition  to  the  name,  it  bears  the  symbols — a sea-goat  and  a Pegasus 
— of  the  second  legion.  It  is  now  in  the  British  Museum.  Inscriptions 
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CI'.NTI  IMAI.  STUN  IS. 


recording  the  constructive  activities  of  the  secoml.  the  eighth,  ami  the 
tenth  cohorts  of  the  second  legion,  and  revealing  to  us  the  names  ot 


i.r.o  iomsj  ji|:rv,vi»AF,  Ar<j|vsTAE]  Tin*  eighth  cohort  of  the  second  legion, 
COH[um]  <m tava  [fecit.  the  August  erected  this. 


several  of  the  “centuries”'  emptoyud  upon  the  Wall,  have  heen  found 
in  the  station  of  ('onokkcl  m and  its  vicinity.  Examples  of  these  are 
■liven  from  specimens  which  still  remain  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  not 
unfrequently  happens  that,  as  in  the  examples  shown,  those  centurial 
stones  occur  ia  duplicate.  The  most  prolmble  explanation  of  this  cir- 
cumstance is  that  each  century  or  cohort  inscribed  its  name  at  each 
extremity  of  that  portion  of  Wall  which  it  had  built. 


The  coins  which  are  discovered  in  a station  give  us  the  means  of 
judging  approximately  of  the  time  during  which  it  has  been  occupied. 
A station,  for  example,  may  yield  coins  of  a date  anterior  to  the 
time  of  its  settlement,  but  it  will  give  none  of  a date  subsequent  to 
its  abandonment.  The  inscrilied  stones  which  we  have  examined  prove 
that  Roman  troops  were  quartered  at  Conukhci  m in  the  time  of 
Antoninus  Pius.  Marcus  Aurelius,  and  Gordian,  a period  extending 
from  about  a.d.  138  to  238.  The  testimony  of  coins  gives  us.  as  might 

1 A century  consisted  of  » company  of  a hundred  men,  and  was  commanded  hv  an  officer 
called  u centurion.  The  letter  C reversed,  or  more  frequently  the  angular  mark  } here  aliou  n,  is  the 
character  generally  ii««nI  to  signify  “ centurin’*  or  “ centuno.1'  The  renturv  is  always  inuiied  after 
its  commander. 
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be  expected,  a period  more  extended  than  this.  During  the  excavations 
in  18o8,  the  author  examined  as  many  of  the  coins  that  were  (bund 
as  he  could  gain  access  to.  Thirty-nine  of  these  (brass  and  silver) 
could  with  certainty  be  ascribed  to  their  respective  emperors.  They 
were  as  follows: — Vespasian  3,  Titus  1,  Nerva  1,  Trajan  7.  Hadrian  4. 
Antoninus  Pius  9,  Marcus  Aurelius  5,  Commodus  1,  Tetricus  1,  Maxi- 
mianus  1,  Claudius  Gothieus  1 , Constantine  4,  Constans  1.  Brand  tells  us 
that  when  the  northern  section  of  the  station  was  trenched  in  his  day, 
the  coins  found  were  much  corroded,  but  that  examples  belonging  to 
the  following  personages  were  recognized  : — Domitian,  Trajan,  Hadrian, 
Faustina,  Dioelesian,  Maxentius,  Valeutinian,  Gratian.  Mr.  Rendcl, 
in  his  account  of  the  operations  in  his  own  grounds  in  1802,  mentions 
the  finding  of  the  coins  of  Nero,  Vespasian,  Domitian,  Antoninus  Pius, 
Aurelius,  together  with  one  of  Severus  and  Ladiauus.  Thus,  we  have 
presumptive  evidence  of  the  occupation  of  the  station  from  an  early 
period  to  about  the  year  3B4.  The  comparative  absence  of  the  mins  of 
Severus  on  these  occasions  is  remarkable.  The  circumstance  of  only 
one  having  been  found  seems  to  indicate  the  absence  of  much  activity 
in  the  station  during  his  reign. 

Although  in  the  arrangements  of  a station  security  was  more 
studied  than  ele- 
gance, proofs  of 
the  taste  of  the 
Roman  soldiers 
not  unfrequently 
appear.  The  capi- 
tal. which  is  here 
introduced,  was 
found  in  the  sta- 
tion, and  is  now  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  Mulcaster.  It  must  have  lielonged 
to  a building  of  some  pretensions.  Its  leaf-shaped  ornaments  were 
afterwards  adopted  by  the  Norman  architects.' 


1 Jjec  tin*  doorway  on  file  south  side  of  the  nave  in  Durham  Cathedral. 
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ANCIENT  COAL  WOKKINGS. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Romans  made  use  of  mineral  eoal  when 
beds  of  it  were  found  in  their  vicinity.  The  ashes  resulting  from  the 
use  of  it  are  to  lie  seen  in  most  of  their  stations,  and  in  some  of  them 
stores  of  the  eoal  itself  have  been  found.  In  some  parts  of  the  line  of 
the  Wall,  this  neighbourhood  for  one,  there  are  some  indications  of  the 
pits  from  which  the  fuel  has  been  obtained.  Horsley  says,  “ There  is  a 
eoalrv  not  far  from  Benwell,  a part  of  which  is  judged  by  those  who  are 
best  skilled  in  such  affairs  to  have  been  wrought  by  the  Romans.” 
When  the  lower  reservoir  of  the  Newcastle  Water  Company,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  South  Benwell,  wus  formed  in  1858,  some  ancient 
coal  workings  were  exposed.  The  author  examined  them,  and  though 
he  and  those  whom  he  consulted  saw  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
were  not  Roman,  no  coin,  lamp,  or  shred  of  Samian  was  discovered  to 
give  authority  to  the  conjecture.  The  seam  of  coal  was  two  feet  thick. 
It  was  wrought  by  shafts  sunk  to  the  depth  of  twelve  or  fifteen  feet,  and 
at  a distance  of  forty  or  forty-five  yards  from  one  another.  Lines  of 
excavation  radiated  in  every  direction  from  the  bottom  of  the  shaft. 
The  coal  crops  out,  on  the  bank,  between  the  workings  and  the  river,  so 
that  the  mine  could  lie  drained  by  means  of  an  “ adit.” 


Ancient  Coal  Workings,  8auto  BcnwclL— hi  odern  Investigator*. 


Disentangling  ourselves  from  this  most  interesting  station  we  again 
make  the  Wall  our  companion. 

The  stone  dikes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Wall  and  its  stations  will 
usually  repay  examination.  Most  of  the  stones  in  the  high  wall. 
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on  the  south  of  the  road  here,  bear  marks  of  Roman  workmanship: 
the  larger  being  derived  from  the  Wall,  the  smaller  from  the  internal 
buildings  of  the  station.  Proceeding  westward  the  north  fosse,  oti 
our  right  hand,  becomes  increasingly  distinct.  Mr.  Shafto,1  in  a note  on 
his  plan  of  Condehcum,  tells  us  that  on  Benwell  Hill,  the  summit  that 
is  reached  shortly  after  leaving  the  station,  the  foundations  of  an 
exploratory  turret,  about  four  yards  square,  were  met  with  when  the 
roiid  was  made  by  Government ; no  traces  of  it  now  exist.  He  also 
informs  us  that  “ There  are  still  large  quarries  on  each  side  of  the 
Wall,  at  convenient  distances,  which  have  been  wrought  [by  the 
Romans]  and  are  now  quite  grown  over  with  brambles  and  whins.” 
Some  of  these  may  yet  be  noticed  on  the  left  hand  side.  Descending 
Benwell  Hill  the  village  of  East  Denton  is  reached.  Here,  also,  on  the 
left  hand,  we  meet,  for 
the  first  time,  with  a 
remnant  of  the  Wall 
rising  above  the  ground. 

In  Brand’s  time  five 
courses  of  facing  stones 
on  l>oth  sides  were  pre- 
served ; and  an  apple 
tree  grew  out  of  the 
middle  of  it.  The  wood- 
cut shows  its  present  state,  and  the  apple  tree,  as  it  was  before  yielding 
to  the  storm  three  winters  ago. 

The  turnpike  road  which  usually  runs  upon  the  site  of  the  Wall 
generally  swerves  to  the  right  when  passing  a village.  This  is  easily 
explained.  Nearly  ever)-  house  and  hamlet  in  the  district  has  sprung 
out  of  the  Wall.  In  many  instances  a mile-castle  has  formed  the 
substratum  of  a dwelling  of  some  strength,  and  smaller  habitations  have 
clustered  round  it  for  support.  When  the  road  was  constructed,  motives 
of  economy  required  that  these  spots  should  be  avoided  ; and  the  diver- 


‘ Brand’*  Nt?wcu*tJe,  V’ol.  I.,  p.  (KXj. 
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sion  was  lniti  If  on  the  northern  side  of  the  mural  lino  lifcausf  the  ground 
was  of  loss  value  without  the  Wall  than  within. 

Heyond  the  hum  the  ground  again  rises,  and  the  Wall,  stretching 
onwards  in  a line  with  the  road,  forms  a distinct  hut  turf-covered  mound. 
At  the  distance  of  a field  to  the  south  of  it,  the  Vallum  is  seen  in  greater 
distinctness  than  we  have  yet  met  with  it.  Both  the  aggers  and  the 
intervening  fosse  may  be  clearly  made  out.  Some  young  ash  trees  grow 
in  the  ditch.  Advancing  a little  farther  we  have  Denton  Hull  on  the 
right,  formerly  the  seat  of  the  literary  Mrs.  Montague  ; attracted  hy  her 
inlluenee  many  of  the  great  spirits  of  the  age  were  occasionally  found 


within  its  walls.  A few  centurial  stones,  and  a small  altar  engraved  on 
three  sides,  dedicated  to  Jupiter,  the  king  of  gods  and  men,  which  is 
shown  in  the  woodcut,  are  preserved  in  the  house.  The  idea  has  heen 
entertained  that  the  size  of  an  altar  usually  bears  a relation  to  the  dignity 
of  the  god  to  whom  it  is  dedicated.  This  law  does  not  universally 
prevail,  as  the  example  before  us  shows. 

The  next  village  is  West  Denton.  Before  coming  to  it  the  site  of 

a mile-castle  may  be  observed 
on  the  left  hand,  buried  amidst 
a heap  of  ruins.  A year  ago, 
the  culvert,  by  which  the 
Homan  builders  gave  Denton 
burn  a passage  beneath  the 
Wall,  was  to  be  seen.  It  is 
now  overwhelmed  by  a henp  of 
rubbish  thrown  in  to  form  a 
new  approach  to  West  Denton  House.  The  woodcut  shows  the  former 
state  of  things.  The  circular  arch  is  the  drain  which  was  formed  when 
the  road  was  made.  The  Homan  channel  is  beneath.  It  consists  of 
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two  lines  of  massive  stones  laid  parallel  to  each  other,  about  two  feet 
apart.  The  top  was  covered  over  by  other  large  blocks,  giving  the 
conduit  a height  equivalent  to  its  breadth.  This  seems  to  have  been 
the  usual  way  of  allowing  brooks  to  pass  the  Wall.  Stukeley,  speaking 
of  an  instance  in  the  vicinity  of  Carvoran,  says,  “ I remarked  that  where 
the  Wall  passes  over  a little  rivulet  the  foundation  is  laid  with  broad 
flat  stones,  having  intervals  between  sufficiently  large  for  the  passage  of 
water.”  The  same  plan  was  adopted  in  the  Wall  of  the  Upper  Isthmus. 
Mr.  Stuart,  describing  its  state  on  Ferguston  Moor,  says : — 

“ The  foundation  was  twelve  feet  broad,  and  had  drains  or  conduits  formed  in  it  for 
the  escape  of  water.  These  conduit*  extended  from  the  Wall  to  the  Military  Way. 
They  were  formed  of  blocks  of  freestone,  laid  in  parallel  courses,  with  similar  blocks 
resting  across  them  on  the  top,  and  the  passage  was  sufficiently  largo  to  admit  the  body  of 

a man,  in  a creeping  posture The  same  kind  of  water  course*  have  been 

discovered  under  the  Wall  of  Hadrian,  and  at  other  places  on  that  of  Antoninus,  as  will 
be  afterwards  noticed.” — Caledonia  Romann,  p.  316. 

The  reason  of  this  arrangement  is  obvious.  A wide  arch  would 
have  given  needless  facilities  to  the  enemy  to  get  within  the  line. 

At  West  Denton  the  Munis  and  Vallum  are  about  two  hundred 
yards  apart ; after  this  they  slowly  converge  until  they  reach  Walliottle 
Dean,  where  they  are  but  sixty  yards  distant  from  each  other.  From 
this  point  they  proceed  in  nearly  parallel  lines  to  Rutehester.1 

A road  leads  from  W est  Denton  to  Newbum  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  Tyne.  This  road  was  probably  a Roman  one,  traces  of  Roman 
pavement  having  been  visible  in  it  until  a recent  period.  Newbum  was 
an  important  post,  for  here  the  flow  of  the  ocean-tide  first  censes  to  be 
felt ; and  here,  for  the  first  time  in  our  progress  from  the  sea,  we  meet 
with  a ford.  During  some  operations  at  this  point,  Mr.  Brooks,  at  the 
time  river  engineer  to  the  Newcastle  Corporation,  discovered  indications 
of  a stone  platform,  which  had  been  laid  across  the  bed  of  the  stream 
to  improve  the  ford.  This  must  have  been  done  in  Roman  times. 
Several  stones  in  Newburn  Church  exhibit  the  “ diamond  broaching  ” 


1 “ In  the  bed  of  the  brook  at  West  Renton  the  geologist  will  see  the  course  of  the  ninefv- 
fnthom  dyke,  which  crosses  the  brook  very  near  the  sjMit  where  the  ditch  of  the  Vallum  does, 
and  where  this  very  large  fault  will  he  known  by  the  perpendicularity  of  the  strata.” — McLauchlan. 
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of  the  Homan  masons,  and  what  appears  to  be  Roman  mortar  still 
adheres  to  others.  A fort  may  have  stood  where  the  church  now  does. 
The  importance  of  the  ford,  even  in  mediaeval  times,  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  Scottish  forces  not  unfrequently  made  use  of  it  when 
invading  England. 

Passing  the  fourth  milestone  we  arrive  at  Chapel  House.  Horsley 
tells  us  that  here,  about  a furlong  south  of  the  Wall,  were  some  ruins 
having  the  resemblance  of  a small  fort,  and  called  by  the  country 
people  the  Castle-steeds.  All  traces  of  them  have  disappeared.  The 
prosi>ect  from  Chapel  House  is  very  extensive,  and,  under  favourable 
circumstances,  very  beautiful.  The  river,  in  the  distance,  sparkling, 
on  its  serpentine  way,  is  an  object  of  peculiar  interest. 

In  exposed  situations  such  as  this,  exhibiting  so  much  beauty  on 
the  southern  side  of  the  Wall,  and  so  much  comparative  sterility  in 
the  other  direction,  the  question  will  naturally  arise — why  did  the 
Homans  draw  their  Wall  along  the  northern  rather  than  the  southern 
bank  of  the  Tyne?  The  river  itself  forms  a barrier  of  no  mean 
strength,  and  its  southern  edge  is  much  less  exposed  than  the  northern 
to  the  chilling  blasts  which  during  the  long  months  of  winter,  and  the 
longer  months  of  spring,  sweep  this  district  of  the  country.  The 
Romans  had  sufficient  reasons  for  the  course  which  they  pursued. 
Occupying  the  northern  bank  of  the  river,  they  could  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  Caledonian  foe  more  conveniently  than  from  the  south, 
and  in  the  event  of  disaster  they  could  still  avail  themselves  of  the 
military  advantages  which  the  river  afforded.  The  richness  of  the  soil 
in  proximity  to  the  stream  was  probably  an  additional  motive.  Unless 
the  northern  margin  had  been  occupied,  the  whole  of  the  valley 
would  virtually  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  And  there  is 
perhaps  something  in  the  remark  of  Stukelov  that  it  was  politic  in  the 
Romans  to  interpose  between  themselves  and  their  enemy  “ that  huge 
tract  of  waterless  and  dismal  moor,  a great  barren  solitude,  where  in 
some  places  you  may  walk  sixty  miles  endwise  without  meeting  with 
a house  or  a tree  : to  ride  it  is  impossible.”  Certain  it  is  that  when  the 
Romans  occupied  a country,  they  endeavoured  to  make  sure,  at  what- 
ever cost,  of  their  possession  of  it. 
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A little  beyond  Chapel  House,  on  the  left  hand,  we  meet  with  the 
site  of  another  castellum  ; it  is  barely  discernible.  On  the  slope  of  this 
hill,  and  the  ascent  of  the  next,  traces  of  the  Wall  are  to  be  seen  in  the 
middle  of  the  road.  These  appearances  were  more  frequent  and  more 
strongly  marked  some  years  ago  than  they  are  now,  the  Wall  having  in 
recent  times  been  a good  deal  quarried  to  afford  material  for  mending  the 
road.  Brand  well  describes  the  aspect  which  the  Wall  in  his  time  had 
in  many  parts  of  its  course  : — 

M Between  the*  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  milestones,  on  the  road  to  Carlisle, 
Scvcrua's  Wall  ia  plainly  discernible  for  a good  apace,  aunk  in  the  centre  of  the  turnpike 
road.  It  haa  a singular  appearance,  for  the  facing  atone*  on  both  aide*  thereof  have 
reaiated  the  action  of  wheel*,  &c.,  longer  than  the  battered  material*  that  aurround  them, 
and  rise  a little  above  the  level  of  the  road.” 

We  shall  afterwards  have  occasion  to  revert  to  this  subject. 

Passing  Walbottle  we  come  to  the  fifth  milestone.  It  having 
become  necessary  in  18G4  to  renew  the  bridge  over  Walbottle  Dean,  it 
was  resolved  to  raise  its  height,  and  to  lower  the  approaches  to  it  on 


both  sides.  During  this  operation  a long  strip  of  the  Wall,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  dean,  was  exposed.  It  was  three  or  four  feet  high,  and 
exhibited  four  courses  of  facing  stones.  The  remains  of  the  northern  gate 
of  a mile-castle  were  at  the  same  time  laid  bare.  Unhappily  it  was  found 
necessary  entirely  to  remove  the  Wall ; but  the  remains  of  the  gateway 
have  been  preserved,  and  for  its  better  protection  the  fence  of  the  garden 
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opposite  lias  been  brought  forward,  so  as  to  enclose  it.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  every  castdlum,  which  has  lieen  excavated  of  late  years,  has  been 
found  to  possess  a gateway  of  bold  dimensions  upon  its  northern  as  well 
as  its  southern  side.  This  does  not  look  ns  if  the  country  north  of  the 
Wall  had  been  given  up  to  the  enemy.  No  traces  of  the  means  by 
which  the  Wall  was  conducted  over  Walbottle  Dean  remain. 

As  we  aseend  the  next  hill,  and  approach  Throckley,  we  have,  for 
the  most  part,  the  fosse  of  the  Wall  and  the  mounds  of  the  Vallum 
well  developed.  The  site  of  another  mile-castle  is  soon  reached.' 

Beyond  it,  on  the  right  hand,  is  a range  of  houses  called  the  French- 
men’s Row.  These  were  originally  built  for  the  workmen  employed  in 
Heddon  Colliery,  but  afterwards  became  the  residence  of  a number  of 
refugees,  who  fled  to  England  at  the  first  French  Revolution. 

On  the  top  of  a little  eminence,  at  which  we  arrive  before  reaching 
Heddon-on-the-Wall,  the  north  fosse  is  deeper  than  we  have  yet  seen  it. 
The  works  of  the  Vallum,  about  fifty  yards  to  the  south,  are  also  finely 
developed.  The  fosse  in  both  cases  is  cut  through  the  freestone  rock. 
In  the  sides  of  the  southern  fosse  the  tool-marks  of  the  excavators  are 
visible.  Before  entering  the  village,  let  the  traveller  clamber  over  the 
tree-crowned  wall  which  skirts  the  road  on  his  left.  He  will  here  see  an 
interesting  fragment  of  the  Wall,  'which  forms  the  subject  of  the  plate 
opposite.  Its  north  face  is  destroyed,  but  four  courses  of  its  southern 
faee  remain  in  excellent  preservation.  At  Heddon-on-the-Wall  the 
Wall  is  only  about  thirty-five  yards  from  the  ditch  of  the  Vallum.  The 
fosse  of  the  Vallum  cuts  boldly  through  the  village ; in  the  low  ground 
it  is  used  as  a pond.  A castellum  must  have  stood  in  this  vicinity, 
which  was  probably  destroyed  on  the  erection  of  the  village.  An  im- 
portant discovery  of  coins  took  place  at  Heddon,  probably  in  the  ruins  of 
the  mile-castle,  in  1752.  Brand  gives  the  following  account  of  it : — 

“ The  workmen  employed  in  making  the  military  road  to  Carlisle  found  a great 
number  of  Homan  coins  and  medals  in  the  ruins  of  the  old  Wall  near  Heddon.  They 
had  been  debited  in  wooden  boxes,  which  were  almost  decayed ; yet  several  of  the 

1 The  field  gate  is  immediately  opposite  it.  This  arrangement  frequently  occurs ; the  ruins  of 
the  building  forming  a hard  surface,  unjntrvious  to  the  ploughshare,  but  well  udapted  for  the  pur- 
jrnses  of  a road. 
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medals  arc  as  fresh  and  fair  as  if  hut  newly  struck.  Some  were  of  silver,  but  the  most 
part  of  copper,  and  a mixture  of  a coarser  metal.” 

Unhappily  no  catalogue  of  these  coins  seems  to  be  in  existence. 
We  are  more  fortunate  regarding  a small  collection  of  coins  found  at 
or  near  Heddon-on-the-Wall,  that  was  presented  in  1856  to  the  New- 
castle Antiquarian  Society  by  the  Rev.  James  Raine.  They  are  believed 
to  have  been  found  about  the  year  1820.  They  are  small  copper  coins, 
in  good  preservation,  belonging  to  the  reigns  of  Maximian,  Constantine, 
Constans,  Magnentius,  Constantius  junior,  Yalens,  and  Arcadius.  As 
the  latest  of  them  belongs  to  the  year  394,'  we  shall  not  be  far  wrong 
in  supposing  that  they  wore  secreted  during  that  disastrous  period  which 
culminated  in  the  final  withdrawal  of  the  legions  from  Britain.  The 
unfortunate  owner  never  returned  to  claim  them. 

The  works  between  Heddon  and  Rutchester  are  interesting,  but 
present  no  peculiar  features.  At  the  distance  of  seven  and  a quarter 
furlongs  from  Heddon  is  the  site  of  another  mile-castle,  but  it  will  be 
detected  with  difficulty.  A largo  number  of  coins  were  discovered  here 
in  the  last  century,  the  history  of  which  is  curious. 

“In  the  castellum  nearest  to  Vindobala,  on  the  east,  two  poor  labourers,  in  1766, 
found  a small  urn  full  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  * almost  a complete  series  of  those  of  the 
higher  empire:  among  them  several  others:  most  of  them  in  fine  preservation.’  At  first 
a quantity  of  them  were  dispersed  about  Newcastle;  but  Mr.  Archdeacon,  the  proprietor 
of  the  estate  and  mesne  lord  of  the  manor  ‘claimed  them  as  treasure  trove,  and  recovered 
nearly  five  hundred  silver  and  sixteen  gold  coins;’  though  he  in  turn,  after  proceedings 
at.  law,  was  compelled  to  deliver  them  up  in  the  court  of  Ovingham  to  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  the  chief  lord  of  the  fee.”* 

A catalogue  of  these  coins  would  probably  be  of  historical  import- 
ance. The  hoard  may  have  been  deposited  at  the  same  time  us  the 
Thorngrafton  find,  to  which  our  attention  will  afterwards  be  directed. 

IV.— VINDOBALA. 

Rutchester,  the  ancient  Vindobala,  is  the  fourth  station  on  the  line 
of  the  Wall.  Unless  a stranger  be  upon  his  guard  he  may  pass  through 

‘Tile  following  is  the  description  uf  it: — [i>.  j».  abcIadivs  p.  f.  a>o],  'Hie  lnnrvated  head 
Ilf  the  emperor  to  the  right.  Hew— [v]hiis  Ho  [ha).  An  armed  figure  standing,  holding  the 
labarum  in  his  right  hand,  a Victoriola  in  his  left. — See  Birago,  p.  628. 

* Hodgson’s  Northumberland,  Pt  II.,  VoL  III.,  p.  281.  CJent.’s  Mag.,  1766,  p.  102. 
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the  middle  of  it  without  knowing  it.  A lane  crosses  the  road  at  right 
angles  nearly  in  a line  with  its  eastern  ramparts. 

According  to  our  present  copies  of  the  Notitia  the  first  cohort  of 
the  Frixagi  is  placed  at  Vixdobaia.  As  the  Frixagi  are  unknown  to 
geographers,  and  no  inscriptions  name  them,  it  is  thought  that  some 
transcriber  has  written  this  word  in  mistake  for  Frisioncs  or  Frisiani.' 
The  Frisians  occupied  a portion  of  the  north  of  Holland,  nearly 
corresponding  with  the  modern  Friesland.  No  stone  1ms  been  found 
in  the  station  to  identify  it  with  the  Vixdobala  of  the  Notitia.  This  is 
of  little  consequence  ; the  stations  on  each  side  of  it  having  been  ascer- 
tained, its  order  on  the  roll  is  sufficient  evidence  of  its  identify. 

The  great  Wall  seems  to  have  joined  the  fort  on  the  northern  side 
of  its  eastern  and  western  gateways,  so  that  the  present  turnpike  road 
may  be  taken  to  represent  its  “ via  principalis.”  The  general  form  of 
tho  station,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  plan,  may  readily  lie 
discerned.  North  of  the  road  it  is  under  tillage ; the  general  elevation 
of  the  surface,  however,  and  the  distinct,  though  yearly  diminishing, 
traces  of  the  ditcli  mark  its  position.  South  of  the  road  the  station  is 
covered  with  greensward.  Its  surface  presents  those  undulations  which 
indicate  a mass  of  ruins  beneath.  The  southern  and  south-western 
ramparts  are  in  a fair  state  of  preservation.  Mr.  McLauchlan  estimates 
the  area  of  the  station,  within  the  walls,  at  about  three  acres  and  a half. 

The  Vallum  here,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  stations,  is  indistinct ; but  it  seems  to  have  joined  the  fort  in  a line 
with  its  southern  rampart. 

T1  ie  suburban  buildings  are  believed  to  have  occupied  the  ground 
south  of  the  station,  where  the  present  farm  buildings  stand.  The  site 
has  a fair  prospect  and  a sunny  exposure. 

'I’lie  farm-house,  which  has  recently  been  fitted  up  for  the  occasional 
residence  of  the  proprietor  of  the  estate,  Thomas  James,  Ksq.,  of 
Otterbum  Tower,  has  been  formed  upon  the  nucleus  of  a mediaeval 
stronghold,  some  of  the  ancient  features  of  which  are  retained.* 

1 See  Doeknifr’x  Notitia,  p.  lUJij.  * 

* Wiillit»  tells  us  that  Rutrhe>ter  Tower  wax  the  “ sent  find  manor  of  Rol>ertdc  Rouchester,  1st 
Kinjj  Edward  I. ; and  of  Gtiwen  de  Kotiierfortk,  10th  Queen  Elizabeth/’ — Hist,  Nor.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  108. 
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On  the  brow  of  the  hill,  west  of  the  station,  is  a receptaolc,  hewn 
out  of  the  solid  rock,  which  has  been  variously  denominated  a bath,  a 
coffin,  a giant's  grave,  and  a brewer’s  vat.1  It  is  twelve  feet  long,  four 
broad,  and  two  deep,  and  has  a hole  close  to  the  bottom  at  one  end. 
When  discovered  in  1766  it  had  a partition  of  masonry  across  it,  three 
feet  from  one  end,  and  contained  many  decayed  bones,  as  well  as  an 
iron  implement,  described  as  a three-footed  candlestick. 

A few  yards  to  the  west  of  this  “ bath"  is  a spring,  marked  on  the 
plan,  and  a little  to  the  west  of  it  is  the  site  of  what  appears  to  have 
been  a Mithraic  temple.  Here,  in  1844,  five  altars  were  found ; a small 
one  uninscribed,  and  four  others  (figured  on  this  and  the  following  page) 

DEO 

I.[VC[VS]  BEXTIVS 
CASTTS 

LEG.  VI.  D[ECVRI0]  ! PfOtSVITj* 

To  the  god  [Mithras] 

Lucius  Rentiufl 
Gutua 

A dwurion  of  the  aLxth  legion  erected 

[tn,]. 

DEO  IXVTCTO 
MTTRAR  P.  Alt[rV8] 

Ft  AVIS  V*  PIJ  A E, 

V.  ft.  LL.  M. 

Tn  the  invincible  gml 
Mithras  Publius  diU u* 

Flavintu  the  prefect 
most  willingly 
and  fittingly 
discharges  his  row. 

Suse,  \ it.  1 in.  by  1 ft.  6 m.  Sire,  3ft.  6 in.  by  i ft.  6 Uu 

bearing  dedications  to  Mithras,  the  eastern  Apollo.  The  nature  of  the 
Mithraic  worship  will  be  discussed  in  our  last  chapter.  It  may  be  sufficient 
here  to  state  that  the  rite's  of  this  deity  were  usually  celebrated  in  temples 
that  were  partially  at  least  subterranean,  and  which  were  permeated  by 

‘“The  old  peasants  here  have  a tradition  that  the  Romans  made  a beverage  somewhat  like 
lieer  of  the  Mb*  of  heather,  and  that  this  trough  was  used  in  the  process  of  making  such  drink.” — 
Sir  David  Smith's  MS.,  Alnwick  Castle. 

* The  letters  l».  P.  cun  only  be  conjectnrally  extended.  Something  is  wanting  to  show  the 
dedicator’s  position  in  the  legion  ; t/ecurio  (the  commander  of  a troop  of  ten  horsemen) — the  term 
here  suggested — does  this.  The  initials  have  sometimes  been  read  dnlicat  nir.  The  hull,  curved 
on  the  base  of  the  altar,  was  the  victim  usually  sacrificed  in  the  worship  of  Mithras. 
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a stream  of  water.  Such  a cave  might  easily  have  been  formed  on  the 
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Sire,  3 ft.  4 tn.  by  1 ft.  7 IB. 

Site.  3 ft.  7 uj.  by  1 ft.  6 in. 

brow  of  the  hill  where  the  altars  were  found,  and  the  adjoining  spring 
might  supply  the  needed  stream.  It  has  been 
suggested  too  that  the  “bath”  may  have  been  used 
in  the  lustration  of  persons  desiring  to  be  initiated 
in  the  Mithraic  mysteries.' 

Brand  describes  an  altar  that  was  found  at  this 
station,  on  which,  he  says,  “is  plainly  inscribed  the 
monogram  of  Christ.”  The  altar  is  now  in  the 


* 


museum  at  Newcastle.  It  appears  to  have  been 
originally  uninscribed;  but  some  modem  swains, 
emulous  of  immortality,  have  carved  their  initials 
upon  it.  Probably  the  cross-like  figure  was  carved  at 
the  same  time  and  by  the  same  persons.  The  altar 
has  no  focus,  but,  on  comparing  the  ornaments  on 
it  with  those  on  the  other  altars  found  at  this  station, 
and  looking  at  the  comparative  size  of  its  base  and 
5i.„  ,uU;n  capital,  it  would  almost  seem  as  if  it  had  been 

standing  upside  down  in  the  farm-yard  at  the  time  that  the  supposed 
monogram  and  the  initials  were  inscrila-d  upon  it. 


1 Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson's  MS. 
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Most  of  the  stones  in  the  farm  buildings  and  adjacent  fences  are 
Roman.  One  or  two  fragments  of  inscriptions,  built  into  the  stables, 
give  interest  to  the  place.  Two  of  these  are  given  in  the  woodcuts.  One 

[D.  *.] 
avii[elivs]  ? 

[victo]rik[v»]  ? 

[v|]xiT 
[an]M8 

[To  tlie  Divine  Manes] 

Aurelius 
Victorious 
lived 

. . Years. 

is  a monumental  slab ; the  other  represents  what  is  probably  also  part  of  a 
funereal  stone,  giving  ns  the  effigy  of  the  deceased  person  ; has  he  been 
a sacrificing  priest — or  a stone-mason  ? 

We  now  renew  our  journey.  About  a third  of  a mile  forward,  on  a 
knoll,  the  site  of  another  mile-castle  occurs.  Presently  we  pass  on  the 
left  of  the  road  a house  formerly  known  as  “The  Iron-sign;”  but  which 
has  ceased  to  be  a place  of  public  entertainment.  Some  of  the  buildings 
are  entirely  composed  of  Roman  stones.  In  the  wall  of  a house  abutting 


upon  the  road,  arc  some  eenturial  and  sculptured  stones  which  have 
doubtless  been  taken  from  the  Wall.  One  of  them  records  the  labours 
of  the  eighth  cohort  ; another  of  the  century  of  Hostilius  Lupus;  and  a 
third,  though  this  is  questionable,  of  a cohort  of  Brittones,  a people  of  Gaul. 

Passing  the  ninth  mile-stone,  we  stand  upon  the  top  of  an  eminence. 

R 
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called  Round  Hill,  or  sometimes  Eppie’s  Hill.  We  have  here  a good 
view  of  Harlow  Hill,  to  the  west  of  us,  nnd  the  adjacent  country.  The 
north  fosse  is  very  distinct,  forming  a deep  groove  on  the  right  of  the 
road  all  the  way  to  Harlow  Hill.  The  "Wall  and  Vallum  are  at  this 
point  within  thirty  yards  of  each  other.  They  soon  separate ; for  whilst 
the  Wall  inclines  to  the  north  in  order  to  secure,  in  conformity  with  its 
usual  practice,  the  high  ground,  the  Vallum  continues  to  move  onward  in 
a nearly  straight  line.  In  doing  so,  it  skirts  the  flank  of  Harlow  Hill. 
Had  the  Vallum  Ijeen  an  independent  barrier,  it  would  probably  have 
taken  possession  of  the  high  ground.  From  a point  opposite  the  next 
mile-castle,  to  Carr  Hill,  a distance  of  five  miles,  the  Vallum  goes  in  a 
perfectly  straight  line.'  A little  more  than  half  a mile  beyond  Round 
Hill,  we  pass  the  site  of  a mile-castle  ; the  Vallum  is  here  4(30  yards 
from  the  Wall. 

Just  before  entering  the  village  of  Harlow  Hill,  some  portions  of 
the  core  of  the  Wall  may  be  seen,  and  a careful  scrutiny  will  enable  us 
to  ascertain  its  course  through  the  stables  on  the  south  side  of  the 
village — a i>art  of  its  foundation,  of  the  width  of  nine  feet,  remaining. 
As  usual,  in  passing  through  the  village,  the  turnpike  road  leaves  the 
Wall  for  a short  distance.  There  was  a mile-castle  at  Harlow  Hill, 
which  Horsley  says,  had  a high  situation,  nnd  a large  prospect ; all 
traces  of  it  are  now  gone.  On  the  high  ground  north  of  the  village  are 
the  remains  of  a tumulus  and  entrenchments.  The  Romans  would  not 
leave  so  important  a position  undefended.  Underlying  this  summit, 
are  strata  of  lime  and  sandstone  which  have  been  wrought  both  in 
ancient  and  modern  times. 

A field,  about  half  a mile  north  of  Harlow  Hill,  bears  the  ominous 
name  of  Graveriggs ; the  traditionary  account  of  its  origin  being,  that 
after  a bloody  battle  in  “ the  troublesome  times”  the  field  became  the 
resting  place  of  slaughtered  multitudes. 

Descending  the  hill  from  Harlow,  we  come  in  sight  of  the  reservoirs 
of  the  Newcastle  Water  Company.  The  idea  generally  prevails  that 


1 MrLauclilan’s  Memoir,  p.  18. 
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the  Romans  resorted  to  the  use  of  aqueducts  because  they  were  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that  water  rises  to  its  own  level.  That  they  were  not 
ignorant  of  this  principle,  the  leaden  pipes  which  supplied  the  fountains 
of  Pompeii,  and  which  exist  to  this  day,  abundantly  show.  Although 
we  possess  facilities  for  making  tubes  of  large  diameter  which  the 
Romans  had  not,  modem  experience  seems  to  show  that  where  large 
quantities  of  water  are  to  be  introduced  into  towns  it  is  more  economical 
and  more  convenient  to  do  it  by  means  of  free  channels,  having  a very 
gentle  descent,  than  by  pipes  following  the  undulations  of  the  surface. 
The  renewal  of  defective  pipes  is  effected  with  difficulty,  and  the  sudden 
bursting  of  them,  occasioned  by  the  pressure,  is  often  attended  with 
serious  consequences.  The  day  is  probably  not  far  distant  when  New- 
castle and  other  large  towns  will  Ixj  compelled  to  adopt  the  aqueduct 
system  in  its  integrity. 

The  village  of  Welton  is  about  half  a mile  to  the  south  of  the 
road.  Its  most  prominent  feature  is  the  ancient  fortlct  willed  Welton 
Hall,  built  entirely  of  Roman  stones. 

Ascending  the  hill,  just  after  passing  the  reservoirs,  the  site  of 
another  mile-castle  is  seen  on  the  left  hand.  At  this  point  the  Vallum, 
after  crossing  one  of  the  reservoirs,  again  comes  into  close  companion- 
ship with  the  Wall.  At  the  usual  distance  westward  of  the  castle  just 
named,  the  site  of  another  may  be  discerned.  It  is  about  a furlong 
west  of  the  Robin  Hood  Inn,  where  a road  turns  down  to  a farm-house. 
Wall  Houses  are  next  reached.  Between  this  point  and  the  fourteenth 
mile-stone  all  the  lint’s  of  the  barrier  arc  developed  in  a degree  that  is  quite 
inspiriting.  The  north  fosse  is,  for  some  distance,  planted  with  trees, 
which  will,  for  a considerable  time,  save  it  from  the  plough.  Another 
little  village,  called  High  Wall-Houses,  is  now  approached.  About  a 
mile  to  the  south  of  us  is  Shildon  Hill,  which  forms  a conspicuous 
feature  in  the  landscape.  It  has  an  oval-shaped  entrenchment  on  its 
summit,  belonging,  probably,  to  the  ancient  British  era.  At  Mutfen- 
Piers  Lodge  there  is  another  mile-castle.  The  Wall,  as  seen  in  the 
road,  is  a little  less  than  eight  feet  thick.  Matfcn  Hall,  the  scat  of 
Sir  Edward  Blackett,  Bart.,  is  to  the  right  of  us.  where  some  important 
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inscriptions  and  other  antiquities  derived  from  the  Wall  are  preserved. 
At  Halton  Shields  was  another  castellum,  though  all  decided  traces  of 
it  are  now  obliterated. 

On  the  top  of  the  next  summit,  Carr  Hill,  the  facing  stones  of  the 
Wall  are  seen  in  the  road.  The  angle  which  the  Wall  makes  at  this 
point  is  worthy  of  notice.  The  upper  part  of  the  hill  has  been  exten- 
sively quarried,  and,  probably,  by  the  Romans  for  the  Wall.1  Imme- 
diately after  passing  the  farm-house  an  appoaranee  of  great  interest 
presents  itself.  The  works  of  the  Vallum  arc  coming  1 Mildly  forward 
in  company  with  the  Wall,  when  suddenly,  and  at  a decided  angle,  they 
change  their  course,  evidently  to  avoid  mounting  a small  barrow-like 
elevation  called  Down  Hill.  The  Wall  pursues  its  course  straightforward. 
The  view,  exhibited  on  the  opposite  plate,  taken  from  the  edge  of  the 
hill,  looking  eastward,  shows  this  arrangement.  The  road,  with  the 
ditch  on  its  north  side,  is  the  representative  of  the  Wall.  The  Vallum 
and  Wall  again  converge  as  they  approach  Hl  xni  m.  These  appearances 
strongly  corroborate  the  opinion  that  all  the  lines  of  the  barrier  are  but 
jmrts  of  one  great  engineering  scheme.  If  the  Vallum  had  been  con- 
structed as  an  independent  defence  against  a northern  foe,  and  nearly 
a century  before  the  Wall,  we  cannot  conceive  that  an  elevation,  which 
so  entirely  commands  the  Vallum,  would  have  heen  left  open  to  the 
enemy ; especially  as  it  would  have  been  just  as  easy  to  take  the 
Vallum  along  the  north  flank  of  the  hill  as  along  the  south. 

Dr.  Lingard  says,  in  his  MS. : — “ A castle-stead  was  on  the  east  of 
the  Down  Hill.”  This  is  a spot  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
a mile-castle  might  be  expected,  but  no  traces  of  one  exist.'  The  hill 
bears  marks  of  having  been  quarried  at  some  distant  period  for  its  lime- 
stone. Some  traces  of  an  ancient  road  leading  from  this  vicinity  to 
Stagshaw  Close  House  and  Hexham  are  here  apparent.  Mr.  McLauchlan 
is  of  opinion  that  it  commences  at  the  bend  of  the  Vallum,  opposite 
Down  Hill.  Halton  Red  House  is  next  passed,  and  we  speedily  enter 
Hunni  m,  the  fifth  of  the  stationary  camps  on  the  line  of  the  Wall. 


‘ McLauclilatt’*  Memoir,  |».  'JO.  * Mr.  McLuudiltiirs  M<  moir,  p.  1!>. 
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Unless  a person  be  upon  his  guard  he  may  pass  through  it  without  being 
aware,  as  did  both  Gordon  and  Hutton. 

V.— HUNNUM. 

This  camp  is  seven  miles  two  furlongs  and  a quarter  distant  from 
Rutchester.'  Though  placed  upon  ground  slightly  elevated  above  that 
immediately  adjoining,  it  is  to  a considerable  extent  commanded  by  the 
high  grounds  to  the  east  and  the  west  of  it.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  station  was  planted  in  its  present  position  to  guard  the  Watling 
Street,  which  traverses  the  valley  immediately  beneath  it.  It  was 
necessary  to  have  a large  body  of  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place 
where  so  important  a channel  of  intercourse,  between  the  south  and  the 
north,  crossed  the  Wall. 

The  station  has  the  usual  rectangular  form,  but  it  possesses  this 
peculiarity,  that  a rectangular  portion  has,  as  it  were,  been  cut  out  of 
its  north-west  comer.  The  reason  of  this  arrangement  probably  is 
that  the  ground  in  this  part  droops  too  much  to  form  with  advantage 
the  platform  of  a camp.  Its  whole  area  is  four  aeres  and  a quarter. 
Its  elevation  above  the  sea  is  six  hundred  feet.  The  Wall,  which  is 
now  indicated  by  the  line  of  road,  came  up  to  the  eastern  and  western 
gateways  of  the  station.  The  northern  section  of  it  was  brought  into 
cultivation  in  the  year  1827,  and  it  now  presents  little  to  interest  the 
antiquary.  Its  general  outlines  may,  however,  with  care  be  discerned. 
The  part  of  the  station  which  is  to  the  south  of  the  road  has  a gentle 
slope  and  a fair  exposure  to  the  sun.  It  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Chesters;  in  Horsley’s  day  it  had  the  additional  designation  of  Silver 
Hill,  no  doubt  from  the  discovery,  on  some  occasion,  of  a uumlicr  of 
denarii  in  it.  As  it  has  not  been  recently  ploughed,  it  exhibits,  with  con- 
siderable distinctness,  the  lines  of  the  outer  entrenchments,  as  well  ns 
the  contour  of  the  ruined  buildings  and  streets  of  the  interior.  The 
road  to  Halton  runs  through  the  middle  of  the  station,  probably  on  the 

1 Mr.  McLuuclilan's  Memoir,  p.  t?l.  As  nil  the  measurements  relating  to  the  Wall,  unless 
otherwise  stated,  sire  taken  from  Mr.  McLnuehhin'*  Memoir,  it  will  not  lie  necessary  henceforth  in 
such  cases  formally  to  cite  the  authority. 
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very  site  of  the  old  Roman  “ via”  leading  from  the  Pnctorian  to  the 
Decuman  gate.  The  suburban  buildings  lie  to  the  south  and  south- 
east of  the  camp. 

Horsley,  who  was  the  first  to  investigate  this  station,  ascertained 
the  existence  of  an  aqueduct  which  was  used  to  bring  water  to  it  “from 
a spring  in  the  higher  ground  near  the  Watling  Street  gate.”  He  was 
shown  part  of  it  by  a countiyman,  “ who  said  it  was  what  the  speaking 
trumpet  was  laid  in.”  Lingnrd,  also,  in  his  SIS.  notes,  sj>eaks  of  it  as  a hol- 
low conduit,  twelve  inches  broad  and  eight  deep.  The  late  Mr.  Ebcnezer 
Johnston,  the  gardener  at  Matfen  Hall,  told  the  writer  that  he  had  traced 
it  for  between  two  and  three  hundred  yards,  that  it  was  formed  of  stone, 
and  covered  with  flags.  It  seems  to  have  been  three-quarters  of  a mile 
long,  and  to  have  originated  in  the  high  ground  north  of  the  spot  where 
Stagshawbank  fair  is  held.  We  are  not  informed  how  it  was  introduced 
into  the  station.  In  crossing  the  valley  on  its  western  side  it  must  have 
been  supported  upon  pillars.  The  existence  of  a water-course  to  the 
north  of  the  Wall — and  this  is  not  a solitary  instance — proves  decisively 
that,  iu  building  the  hairier,  the  Romans  by  no  means  contemplated 
abandoning  the  country  north  of  it  to  the  enemy.  No  traces  of  tins 
water-course  are  now  left. 

The  excavations  made  in  the  northern  section,  a few  years  ago, 
revealed  several  points  of  interest.  The  careful  manner  in  which  the 
stones,  even  of  the  foundations,  were  squared  and  chiselled,  struck 
beholders  with  surprise.  The  thickness  of  the  west  rampart  was  found 
to  be,  in  one  place,  nine  feet.  As  this  is  thicker  than  usual,  the  wall 
may  have  been  strengthened  in  this  part  in  order  to  support  a catapult  or 
other  engine  of  war.  Examples  of  such  an  arrangement  occur  at 
Houscstcads  and  High  Rochester. 

In  the  angle  of  the  north-west  portion  of  the  station,  just  outside 
the  Wall,  was  a large  heap,  containing  numerous  fragments  of  Roman 
pottery,  the  bones  of  animals,  the  horns  of  deer,  and  other  refuse  mat- 
ter— it  must,  in  short,  have  been  the  dunghill  of  the  camp.  Even  now. 
although  the  plough  has  passed  repeatedly  over  it,  its  position  is  shown 
by  the  darkness  of  the  soil.  Crossing  the  station  diagonally  from  below 
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the  eastern  gateway  to  the  north-west  angle,  a sewer  or  drain  was  found, 
of  considerable  dimensions.  The  gardener  at  Matfeu  Hall  crept  along 
it  for  about  one  hundred  yards.  The  bottom  of  it  was  filled  with 
hardened  mud,  among  which  were  found  a bronze  lamp,  a pair  of  com- 
passes, and  a great  number  of  bone  pins. 

The  most  interesting  discovery  made  on  this  occasion,  however, 
was  a suite  of  apartments,  which  have  usually,  though  with  questionable 
propriety,  l>ecn  denominated  “ the  baths.”  The  building  was  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  feet  in  length,  and  contained  not  fewer  than  eleven  rooms. 
The  first  of  these  was  forty-three  feet  long  and  twenty  wide,  and  was 
the  place,  it  has  been  conjectured,  “ where  the  bathers  waited,  and 
employed  themselves  in  walking  and  talking,  till  their  turn  came  to 
bathe.”  The  others  beyond  are  supposed  to  have  been  set  apart  for  the 
purposes  of  undressing,  taking  the  cold,  the  tepid,  and  the  hot-bath, 
sweating,  anointing,  and  rolling.  If  the  Roman  prefects  allowed  the 
most  important  buildings  of  their  frontier  camps  to  be  devoted  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  bath  in  all  its  elaborate  details,  they  were  more 
indulgent  than  some  modern  generals  would  be.  One  circumstance  is 
inimical  to  the  view  of  their  being  baths.  No  pipes  for  the  conveyance 
of  water,  or  cauldrons  for  heating  it,  were  discovered.  Several  of  the 
rooms  had  hanging  Hoors  with  flues  beneath,  and  flue-tiles  fixed  to  the 
walls  by  T-lieaded  holdfasts,  furnishing  means  for  conveying  the  warm 
air  up  the  sides  of  the  apartments.  These  arrangements,  however,  were 
probably  nothing  more  than  the  usual  method  of  warming  the  principal 
apartments  of  a public  building.  In  one  of  the  smaller  rooms  there 
was  a cistern  ten  feet  long  and  seven  broad,  carefully  lined  with  cement ; 
this  may  have  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  ablution,  but  the  larger 
apartments  may  well  lie  supposed  to  have  formed  the  halls  of  state  in 
which  the  prefect  of  Hlnxi  m transacted  his  business. 

Many  coins  were  found  iu  the  ruins  of  these  buildings.  Amongst 
those  preserved  at  Matfeu  Hall  the  author  recognised  coins  of  Vespasian, 
Hadrian,  Julia  Mamma,  Severus  Alexander,  Postumus,  Victorinas, 
Tetrieus,  Carausius,  Allectus,  and  Lieinius.  Wallis  records  the  diseoverv 
of  a silver  coin  of  Nero,  and  "some  smull  copper  coins  of  Constantine 
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and  of  liis  two  sons,  and  of  the  two  usurpers  Magnentius  and  Deeentius.” 
Thus  we  have  numismatic  evidence  that  the  station  was  held  hy  the 
Romans  for  a very  considerable  period. 

A massive  "old  ring  was  found  in  the  north  part  of  the  station  in 
1803.  The  woodcut  represents  it  of  the  actual  size.'  It  contained 


a small  artificial  blue  stone, 
on  which  was  engraved  a 
female  figure,  supposed  bv 
some  antiquaries,  who  exa- 
mined the  ring  itself,  to  bo 
o representation  of  Sabina 
standing  upon  a crocodile. 
This  valuable  relie  of  the 


Roman  era  was  stolen,  together  with  some  other  portions  of  the  jewel- 
lery of  the  dowager  Lady  Blackett,  from  her  London  residence,  mam- 
years  ago.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  representation  of  it 
here  given,  the  only  one  we  possess,  is  not  altogether  satistactory. 


* NOKU'I  AN.  XXX. 
[||]eS80RIVS  MAONVS 
F RAT  HR  El  VA  DVPL.  A1.AK 
8AUIMANAE. 

[To  th«»  Divim*  Manee] 
of  Noricu*,  30  years  of 
Menoritu  Magnus 
his  brother  a duplarius  of  tlie 
Sahininn  wing’  [placed  tills]. 

Sir*.  1 toot  9 inches  by  1 foot  3 mefce*. 

The  Notitia  informs  us  that  the  prefect  of  the  Snvinian  Ala  was 
garrisoned  at  Hunni’m.  A portion  of  a monumental  slab,  hem  engi-aved. 
identifies  Hi'nxim  with  Halton  Chesters.  It  was  described  by  C amden. 


1 Archi«Mi]i»jfia  /T^Jiann,  Vol.  I.,  p.  203,  Old  Seriw. 
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and  is  now  preserved  in  the  library  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 
This  ala  probably  derived  its  distinctive  epithet  from  Sabina,  the 
wife  of  Hadrian,  who,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  accom- 
panied her  husband  to 
Britain ; but  it  is  not  known 
to  what  country  it  belonged. 

Several  other  inscribed 
stones  have  been  found  here. 

The  upper  portion  of  an 
altar  to  Fortune  was  dis- 
covered in  this  vicinity  in 
1801.  As  the  form  of  its 
capital  is  peculiar,  a drawing  of  it  is  introduced.  An  altar  to  the 
Deaj  Matres  will  be  described  in  the  last  chapter.  An  elaborately 
carved  slab,  commemorating  some  work  done  by  the  second  legion, 
was  found  here  in  17G9.  and  is  preserved  in  Alnwick  Castle.  The 
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llev.  John  Hodgson  was  impressed  with  the  notion  that  it  was  derived 
from  the  Wall  of  Antoninus  ; a drawing  of  it,  and  a letter  announcing 
its  discovery,  preserved  in  the  minutes  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of 
London,  2(ith  November,  1769,  fortunately  enables  us  to  restore  it 
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to  Hadrian.'  Memorials  of  the  sixth  and  twentieth  legions  have  also 
been  found  here. 

In  several  instances,  sculptures  representing  a lion  overpowering 
some  animal  of  the  chase  have  been  found  in  the  stations  on  the 
Wall.  One  of  these,  now  at  Matfen  Hall,  is  here  figured.  Whether 


these  designs  were  merely  ornamental,  or  whether  they  had  a mystical 
meaning — such  as  that  the  sun  or  Mithras,  in  the  sign  Leo,  subdues 
all  things  by  his  power — it  were  perhaps  vain  to  inquire. 

Some  busts,  a good  deal  mutilated,  arc  preserved  in  the  house  and 
grounds  at  Matfen  ; such  ornaments  are  so  rare  as  to  suggest  a doubt  as 
to  their  being  derived  from  the  station.  ' IT,  * 

The  Ilomans  were  fond  of  shell  fish.  Oyster-shells  are  frequently 
found  in  stations  far  removed  from  the  sea.  The  garrison  at  Hcnniwi 
occasionally  indulged  in  muscles,  as  we  may  infer  from  heaps  of  muscle- 
shells  having,  according  to  Wallis,  been  found  here. 

Halton  Castle  and  Church,  which  lie  to  the  south  of  the  station, 
are  chiefly  composed  of  lloman  stones.  In  the  churchyard  is  a Homan 
altar  placed  upside  down,  but  its  inscription  is  obliterated.  In  the 
buildings  attached  to  the  castle  are  some  Roman  mouldings,  and  a 
weathered  figure  probably  part  of  a sepulchral  slab. 


’Set*  the  London  Antiquarian  Society’*  Catalogue  of  Antiquities,  by  Mr.  Way,  |>.  11«. 
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On  leaving  the  station,  it  will  lx*  noticed  how  much  the  defile  on 
its  west  side  strengthens  the  military  position  of  the  camp. 

About  a mile  west  of  the  station,  the  slab  which  is  here  figured 
was  found  in  the  year  1850.  The  inscription 
m/;VK  i»ivo[kv]m — the  lightningof  the  gods — 
would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  some  one  had  been 
struck  dead  upon  the  spot,  which  would  thence- 
forward be  accounted  sacred.  Similar  inscrip- 
tions are  to  be  seen  in  the  museums  of  Florence 
and  Nismes.  This  stone  is  at  Newcastle. 

Passing  the  sixteenth  milestone,  we  eoinc  to  another  castcllnm,  and 
continuing  to  ascend  the  hill,  we  roach  the  ancient  Watling  Street,  which 
crosses  the  Wall  at  right  angles.  This  road,  which  was  probably  formed 
by  Agricola,  in  his  first  advance  into  Scotland,  is  in  many  places,  as  here, 
still  used  as  a highway  ; in  others  it  is  grass-grown  and  deserted,  but 
in  these  instances  it  retains,  often  for  miles  together,  all  the  features  of  its 
original  construction.  The  Watling  Street,  leading  southward,  leaves  the 
Scottish  border  at  Chew  Green,  where  are  several  camps  of  remarkable 
construction.  It  passes  the  stations  of  Bresiknium,  High  Rochester,  and 
Haiiitaxctm,  Risingham,  and  after  crossing  the  Wall,  proceeds  south- 
ward to  ( 'uiisroi'iTt’M,  Corchester,  and  so  to  the  stations  at  Ebchester 
and  Lanchestcr,  in  the  County  of  Durham.  A branch  of  the  Watling 
Street  struck  off  from  the  main  line  at  Rewclay,  a few  miles  north  of 
the  Wall  and  went  direct  to  Berwick. 

The  Wall  and  Vallum  are  parallel  in  this  place,  and  are  about 
eighty  yards  apart.  The  earthworks  now  become  exceedingly  interesting, 
and  continue  to  be  so  for  the  next  two  or  three  miles.  The  north  fosse 
is  in  many  places  very  bold ; the  materials  that  have  been  turned  out  of 
it  are  lying  on  the  outer  margin,  rough  and  untrimmed,  as  if  the 
labourers  had  left  the  work  but  to  obtain  some  refreshment,  and  were 
about  to  return  to  it.  Ascending  the  hill,  on  the  top  of  which  is  a fir 
plantation,  the  Wall  may  in  one  place  be  measured  six  feet  wide ; a 
little  farther  forward  it  has  increased  to  nine  feet  six  inches  in  width. 
Before  reaching  the  plantation,  a mile-castle  will  be  observed.  At  this 
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point  it  will  lie  well  for  the  traveller  to  forsake  the  turnpike-road  and 
examine  the  Vallum.  He  will  not  find  it  in  a more  perfect  state  in  any 
other  part  of  the  line.  Mr.  William  Hutton,  of  Birmingham,  in  the 
year  1801,  at  the  ago  of  seventy-eight,  walked  from  Birmingham  to 
Carlisle  to  visit  the  Wall.  Having  traversed  the  great  structure  from 
west  to  east,  and  again  from  east  to  west,  he  returned  home  on  foot  and 
published  the  result  of  his  observations  in  a book,  entitled  “ The  History 
of  the  lloman  Wall.”  His  description  of  the  earthworks,  at  which  we 
are  now  arrived,  exhibits  a fine  vein  of  enthusiasm. 

“ I now  travel  over  a large  common,  etill  upon  the  Wall,  with  it*  trench  nearly 
complete.  Hut  what  was  my  surprise  when  I heliclcl,  thirty  yards  on  my  left,  the  united 
works  of  Agricola  and  Hadrian,  almost  perfect!  I climbed  over  a stone  wall  to  examine 
the  wonder;  measured  the  whole  in  every  direction ; surveyed  them  with  surprise,  with 
delight ; was  fascinated,  and  unable  to  proceed ; forgot  I was  u|M>n  a wild  common,  a 
stranger,  and  the  evening  approaching.  I laml  the  grandest  works  under  my  eye  of  the 
greatest  men  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived,  and  of  the  most  eminent  nation  then  existing; 
all  of  which  had  suffered  hut  little  during  the  long  course  of  sixteen  hundred  years. 
Even  hunger  and  fatigue  were  lost  in  the  grandeur  before  me.  If  a man  writes  a btwk 
upon  a turnpike-road,  he  cannot  he  expected  to  move  <|uick;  but,  lost  in  astonishment,  I 
w as  not  able  to  move  at  all/’ 

The  first  time  I visited  the  spit  this  passage  was  fresh  in  my 
recollection.  The  shades  of  evening  were  beginning  to  gather  round  me, 
and  the  blackness  of  the  furze  which  covered  the  ground  gave  additional 
solemnity  to  the  scene.  I looked  for  the  venerable  old  man,  as  if 
expecting  still  to  find  him  fixed  in  his  enthusiastic  trance ; hut  he  was 
not  there.  After  all,  he  had  moved  on  ; and  a few  years  more  removed 
him  from  this  scene,  to  sleep  in  the  churchyard  under  a humbler  and 
less  durable  mound  than  Hadrian  had  here  raised.  The  progress  of 
agricultural  improvement  has  recently  partially  injured  the  antiquarian 
interest  of  this  spot. 

On  Krrington  Hill  head,  about  half  a mile  north  of  the  Wall,  are 
the  foundations  of  some  ancient  buildings,  called  "The  Camps”  or 
“ Nightfolds.”  The  post  is  an  important  one,  commanding  as  it  does, 
not  oidy  the  whole  of  the  wide  valley  watered  by  the  Erringbum,  hut 
part  also  of  the  North  Tyne  valley.  It  is  uncertain  to  what  age  these 
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mins  are  to  Ik?  ascribed.  A bninch  road,  lndieved  to  Ik’  Roman,  which 
leaves  the  Watling  Street  at  Bewclay,  and  joins  the  Wall  near  the 
Plaintrecs  mile-eastlc,  passes  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  “Nightfolds.”* 
These  remains  probably,  however,  belong  to  a later  period  than  the  road. 

Before  coming  to  St.  Oswald's  Hill  head,  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
short  of  the  nineteenth  milestone,  the  north  fosse  and  the  works  of  the 
Vallum  are  very  boldly  develop'd.  Here  we  encounter  the  site  of  another 
mile-castle  which  is  but  feebly  marked.  Opposite  to  it,  and  alwut  a 
furlong  north  of  the  Wall,  is  a small  quadrangular  camp,  which  has 
been  a good  deal  disturbed,  but  is  undoubtedly  Roman.  Mr.  McLauchlan. 
who  was  the  first  to  call  attention  to  it,  found  similar  camps,  opposite 
mile-castles,  in  other  parts  of  the  Wall.  He  conjectures,  and  no  doubt 
correctly,  that  these  enclosures  wen?  used  for  the  protection  of  the 
soldiery  during  the  building  of  the  Wall.  The  other  instances  will  be 
noticed  as  they  occur.  A little  to  the  west  of  this  camp,  and  also  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Wall,  is  a large  circular  mound,  having  all  the 
appearance  of  a well-formed  barrow ; it  seems  to  invite  exploration. 
On  the  north  side  of  the  village  of  Fallowfield  is  a similar  barrow. 


pktha  klavi[i]  CARAKT1NI.  The  rock  of  Flavius  Curantinus. 


South  of  this  spot  is  Fallowfield  Fell,  an  elevated  sandstone  ridge 
which  has  evidently  yielded  stone  to  the  builders  of  the  Wall.  On  the 
face  of  a low  scar,  near  the  centre  of  it,  Flavius  Carantinus,  who  pro- 

’See  Mr.  MiLamMun*  Memoir,  p.  V4. 
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Imlily  commanded  a gang  of  qunrrvmen,  lias  caned  his  name.  Such 
is  the  excellent  quality  of  the  stone  that  the  inscription  is  still  distinct. 
Rejoining  the  road  we  speedily  arrive  at  St.  Oswald’s  Hill  head.  Built 
into  the  front  of  one  of  the  houses  here,  is  a eenturial  stone  bearing  an 

inscription,  the  meaning  of  which  seems  to 
he — The  century  of  Cecilias  Clemens,  l>e- 
longing  to  the  eighth  cohort.1 

The  church  of  St.  Oswald's  is  close  at 
hand.  Opposite  to  it,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road,  is  a field  called  Mould's  Close,  where, 
according  to  local  tradition,  the  hottest  of  the  fight  between  King  Oswald 
and  Cadwalla  raged  A.o.  Odd.  The  church  undoubtedly  occupies  the 
spot  where  Oswald  erected  the  cross  Indore  the  Kittle  ; biit  the  Rev. 
William  (Jicenwell  has  shown  that  the  place  when?  the  battle  occurred 
must  have  Urn  at  some  little  distance.  Ilis  remarks  are  : — 

“ Bella  tells  us  that  this  battle  was  fought  at  Deni^burn,  n locality  not  now  identified 
under  that  name.  ...  A charter  of  the  thirteenth  century,  granting  lands  to  an 
Archbishop  of  York,  teemt  to  fix  the  place  on  the  Mouth  tide  of  the  Tyne,  anil  up  the 
Devil’#  water,  that  is,  if  wc  may  allow  the  name  Denisenburn  to  settle  the  jtoint.  . . . 

The  charter  contains  the  following  entry 4 Know  ye  that  I,  Thomas  do  Whittington, 
hove  granted  to  Walter  Archbishop  of  York  a third  part  of  Hoggesty  . . . and  for 

this  grant  the  Archbishop  of  York  has  given  me  in  exchange  twenty  acres  of  land  . . . 

between  these  hounds,  to  wit,  between  Denisebunt  and  Divelis  (Devi I'm  water),  beginning 
on  the  east  part  upon  Divelis,  and  ascending  to  the  great  road  which  leads  os  far  as  to  the 
forest  ofLilleswude.”’ — Transactions  of  the  Tyneside  Naturalists*  Club,  Vol.  VI,,  p.  III. 

Some  faint  traces  of  the  next  mile-castle  may  lie  seen  at  the  field 
gate  on  the  right  of  the  rood,  opposite  1’lauctrees  tiinu-housc.  The 
house  is  in  the  ditch  of  the  Vallum.  A little  farther  on,  also  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  is  the  lllaek  Pasture  Quarry,  from  which  the  Roman 
masons  have  obtained  the  stone  tor  this  part  of  the  Wall,  and  which 
is  at  present  extensively  wrought.  The  facing  stones  of  the  Wall 
exhibit  but  slight  traces  of  weathering,  a striking  proof  of  the  excellence 
of  the  stone.  Continuing  to  descend  the  hill,  we  come  to  Planet  n vs 

1 The  centurion’s  uarne  Is  given  on  the  stone  clunk,,  hut  n is  occasionally  put  for  <110 
is  lien*  substituted  tor  con — not  an  unfmjnent  occurrence. 
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Field,  where,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  a conspicuous  piece  of  the  Wall 
remains.  It  is  alxjut  thirty-six  yards  long,  and  has  in  some  places  five 
courses  of  facing  stones  entire ; the  grout  of  the  interior,  which  rises 
still  liigher,  gives  root  to  some  fine  old  thorns.  The  sight  may  be  rendered 
more  interesting  by  carrying  the  eye  forward,  and  tracing  the  Wall  in 
its  onward  course.  In  its  modem  representative,  the  turnpike  road,  it 
is  seen  bounding  up  the  opposite  hill  in  its  usual  unflinching  manner, 
find  making  for  the  wastes  and  mountains  which  it  is  speedily  to  traverse. 
We  are  probably  indebted  to  the  remonstrances  of  Mr.  Hutton  for  this 
piece  of  the  Wall.  He  shall  tell  his  own  story  : — 

“ Had  I Keen  gome  months  sooner,  I should  have  been  favoured  with  a noble  treat : 
but  now  that  treat  was  miserably  soured. 

**  At  the  twentieth  milestone  I should  have  soon  a piece  of  Sevcrug’s  Wall,  seven 
feet  and  a half  high,  and  two  hundred  aud  twenty-four  yards  long,— a sight  not  be  found 
in  the  whole  line.  15ut  the  proprietor,  H.  Tulip,  Esq.,  is  now  taking  it  down,  to  erect  a 
farmhouse  with  the  materials.  Ninety-five  yards  are  already  destroyed,  and  the  stones 
fit  for  building  removed.  Then  we  come  to  thirteen  yards  which  arc  standing,  and  over- 
grown on  the  top  with  brambles. 

K I desired  the  servant,  with  whom  I conversed,  to  give  my  compliments  to  Mr. 
Tulip,  and  request  him  to  desist,  or  he  would  wound  the  whole  body  of  antiquaries.  As 
he  was  putting  an  end  to  the  most  noble  monument  of  Antiquity  in  the  whole  island,  they 
would  feel  every  stroke.” 

In  the  grounds  of  Brunton,  a little  Inflow  this,  a small  piece  of  the 
Wall  is  to  be  seen  in  a state  of  very  great  perfection,  preserved  by  the 
grandson  of  Mr.  Tulip,  Homy  Tims.  Butler,  Esquire.  It  is  seven  feet 
high,  and  presents  nine  courses  of  fecing-stones  entire.  The  mortar  of 
the  five  lower  courses  is  good ; the  face  of  the  south  side  is  gone.  The 
north  fosse  also  is  very  strongly  developed.  The  opposite  lithograph 
gives  a representation  of  what  Hutton  calls  “ this  grand  exhibition." 
The  altar,  which  ait  present  stands  us  it  is  placed  in  the  drawing,  formerly 
discharged  the  office  of  a gatepost  at  the  entry  of  the  graveyard  of 
St.  Oswald's  C'hapeL  It  is  uninscribed,  hut  is  carved  on  both  sides. 

The  road,  which,  for  nearly  the  whole  distance  from  Newcastle,  has 
run  upon  the  line  of  the  Wall,  is  found  for  the  next  two  or  three  miles 
to  deviate  considerably  to  the  north  of  it.  This  was  done  by  the 
Government  Surveyor,  who  laid  out  the  military  road,  partly  to  diminish 
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the  sharpness  of  the  pitch,  but  chiefly  to  take  advantage  of  an  ancient 
bridge  which  crossed  the  river  at  Chollerfbrd.1  The  Wall  proceeds  down 
the  hill  to  the  river  in  a straight  line.  The  Vallum  also  may  bo  noticed 
in  company  with  it.  A little  before  reaching  the  Border  Counties  Kail- 
way a gently  elevated  mound  indicates  the  site  of  a mile-castle.  We 
are  now  arrived  at  the  most  remarkable  remains  on  the  Wall,  which 
time  and  violence  have  left  us — the  abutments  and  piers  of  the  bridge 
over  the  North  Tyne. 

It  had  long  l>ecn  known  that  the  vestiges  of  a Roman  bridge*  were 
to  be  seen  in  the  river  opposite  to  Cll.LRNLM,  but  the  land  abutment  on 
its  eastern  side,  which  is  by  far  the  most  striking  feature  of  the  work, 
was  not  discovered  until  the  year  1860.  Successive  beds  of  sand  and 
gravel  had  for  ages  encumbered  it,  and  at  the  time  of  the  discovery  a 
fir  plantation  grew  upon  the  deposit.  The  river,  too,  forsaking,  for 
some  distance,  its  ancient  bed  had  left  this  abutment  dry,  completely 
submerging  the  corresponding  work  on  the  opposite  side.  It  was  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  William  Coulson,  of  Corbridge,  that  Mr.  Clayton 
engaged  in  the  explorations  which  have  revealed  to  us  this  fine  specimen 
of  the  engineering  skill  of  the  Romans. 

To  supply  the  deficiencies  of  more  verbal  description,  the  reader’s 
attention  is  invited  to  the  accompanying  “ plan”  of  the  whole  structure 
and  a bird’s-eye  “ view  ” of  the  eastern  abutment. 

The  Wall,  distinguished  by  its  peculiar  masonry,  and,  still  standing 
eight  feet  high,  comes  near  to  what  has  been  the  river's  brink.  It 
terminates  in  a square  building  or  castcllum.  In  front  of  this  tower, 
and  to  some  extent  embracing  it,  we  have  the  land  abutment  of  the 
bridge,  consisting  of  a mass  of  peculiarly  solid  masonry.  The  face  of 
the  abutment,  from  which  the  roadway  of  the  bridge  would  spring,  is 
parallel  with  the  stream,  but  the  sides  are  bevelled  oft’  so  as  the  better 
to  resist  the  thrust  and  the  eventual  recoil  of  the  waters  in  their  down- 
ward course.  The  river  is  subject  to  sudden  floods,  and  when  high  it 
moves  with  great  rapidity. 


1 This  hnd«re  was  in  existence  in  the  time  of  Kichard  II.  Unfortunately  it  was  carried  uwsiv 
by  tin*  {Treat  Hood  of  1??1 ; soon  after  which  period  the  present  structure  whs  raised. 

•Alexander  Gordon  describes  it  in  his  Itinera  Hum  Septentrional?,  p.  "Jj. 
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In  the  river  three  water  piers  have  been  discovered  ; two  of  them 
are  easily  discerned  when  the  water  is  low ; a third,  lying  under  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  stream,  has  been  partially  exposed,  but  to  prevent 
the  river  encroaching  upon  the  excavations  immediately  behind,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  restore  the  bank  to  its  original  state.  From 
what  remains  of  the  abutment  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  in  plan  and  mode  of  construction  it  resembled  the 
abutment  on  the  opposite  bank. 

The  roadway  of  the  bridge  has  unquestionably  lieen  horizontal, 
and  has  consisted  of  a framework  of  timber.  “ Neither  amongst  the 
ruins  nor  in  the  lied  of  the  river  have  been  found  the  voussoirs  of  an 
arch.”1  On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  stones  have  cavities  apparently 
made  to  receive  the  extremities  of  beams.  The  bridge  which  spans  the 
Moselle,  at  Treves,  nearly  resembles  in  its  design  the  Roman  bridge  at 
CiLURNL'M ; though  now  provided  with  stone  arches,  its  piers  have 
manifestly  been  at  first  intended  to  carry  a horizontal  platform. 

The  works  of  the  Bridge  of  Ciixrntm  do  not  all  belong  to  one 
jieriod.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  Agricola  first  reared  the  station. 
The  valley  of  the  North  Tvne  was  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
neglected,  and  the  security  of  the  garrison  there  required  that  the  troops 
should  be  provided  with  the  means  of  crossing  the  river.  On  referring 
to  the  plan,  it  will  be  seen  that  a water  pier  is  imbedded  in  the  midst  of  the 
masonry  of  the  eastern  abutment.  This  pier  is  different  in  form  from 
those  seen  in  the  river,  it  is  smaller  than  they  are,  and  it  is  not  in  a line 
either  with  them  or  the  face  of  the  abutment.  It  must  have  been  con- 
structed lie  fore  the  other  works  of  the  present  bridge  were  planned,  and 
at  a time  too  when  the  course  of  the  river  lay  more  to  the  cast.  We 
shall  probably  not  greatly  err  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  which  Mr. 
Clayton  thus  expresses : — “ Agricola  secured  the  possession  of  the 
valley  of  North  Tyne  by  planting  in  its  gorge  the  fortress  of  Cili  untm, 
and,  amongst  other  communications  with  it,  threw  a bridge  across  the 
Tyne,  of  which  this  pier  is  the  only  remnant.” 1 The  great  mass  of  the 


1 Arrhspotnjria  .Kitano,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  #!,  New  Strips. 
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eastern  abutment,  embracing  the  extremity  <>t‘  the  Wall,  must  Ik-  aserilicd 
to  the  jieriocl  when  the  Wall  was  lmilt.  The  stones  of  which  it  is 
formed  are  larger  than  those  in  the  Wall  itself,  but  they  resemble  in  size 
and  shape  those  used  in  the  gateways  of  the  stations  and  mile-eastles. 
When  Hadrian  built  the  Wall.  Agricolu's  bridge  had  probably  become 
useless,  through  the  violence  of  the  floods  and  the  shifting  of  the  bed  of 
the  river,  so  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  renew  the  structure.  To 
him  the  bulk  of  the  work  liefore  us  may  l»e  ascribed.  At  a subsequent 
]H*riod,  however,  the  abutment  seems  to  have  been  refaced.  The  whole 
of  the  part  which  is  most  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  river — the  north 
wing,  the  face,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  south  wing  (extending  from 
A to  15  in  the  plan) — consists  of  a kind  of  masonry  differing  from  that 
of  the  rest  of  the  structure.  The  stones  are  unusuallv  large,  are  more 

oblong  in  their  form  than  those  of 
most  of  the  buildings  on  the  Wall, 
and  are  characterized  by  a feathered 
tooling,  such  as  is  shown  in  the 
woodcut.  It  seems  not  to  have 
been  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
repairs  beyond  the  middle  of  the  south  wing ; at  this  point  (marked  B 
in  the  plan)  the  new  masonry  ceases  and  the  old  appears.  We  know, 
from  the  inscriptions  found  in  the  stations  on  the  northern  section  of 
the  Watling  Street,  that  these  torts  underwent  extensive  reparations 
under  the  auspices  of  Scverus  and  his  sons.  It  was  natural  that  before 
engaging  in  his  Caledonian  expedition  the  energetic  emperor  should  see 
to  the  security  of  the  forts  on  the  line  of  his  march.  Now,  the  newer 
|>art  of  the  masonry  of  these  stations  exhibits  stones  of  the  same  shape, 
and  dressed  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  facing  stones  of  the  North  Tvne 
bridge.  Shall  we  err  in  recognizing  in  this  part  of  the  structure  the 
hand  of  Scverus? 

No  inscription  remains  to  tell  us  the  history  of  the  building.  A 
slab,  of  which  a drawing  is  given  on  the  opposite  page,  was  found  amongst 
the  mins,  but  the  greater,  and  the  most  important  part  of  its  record, 
has  been  effaced.  It  retains  simply  the  name  of  the  person  under 
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. . rrkt[itvit  ? cv] 

ICANTK  AF.I.IO 
LONOIXO 
PRAF.F.  Kqq. 


. . . ivsfoml  uniler 

flu*  insjuirlon  of  /Eliu.s 
I.oniriniis 

a prefect  of  cavalry. 


that  this  inscription  be- 
longs to  a subsequent  date. 

'[’lie  upper  portion  of  it 
obviously  contained  a record  of  the  occasion  on  which  it  was  erected, 
and  the  rest  of  it  resembling  inform  the  inscriptions  by  which  Severus 
and  his  sons  have  commemorated  their 
works  of  reparation,  it  may  be  reason- 
ably inferred  that  this  stone  has  re- 
corded some  work  of  restoration  of 
that  period.  That  the  Emperor 
Sevcrus  di<l  engage  in  bridge1  building  soon  after  bis  arrival  in  Britain,  is 
rendered  evident  by  the  fact  that  several  coins  have  been  struck  to  com- 
memorate the  circumstance.  A drawing  of  one  is  here  given.  There 


whose  superintendence  the  work  was  conducted,  and  of  whom  we  have 
no  other  account.  The  lower  portion  of  the  stone  seems  to  have  been  pro- 
tected by  being  buried  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  upper  has  been  exposed 
to  the  stream.  Mr.  Hodg- 
son says  of  the  inscrip- 
tions of  the  time  of  Hadrian 
“ that  they  were  bold  in 
their  lettering,  and  brief 
in  words,  none  of  them 
mentioning  for  what  pur- 
pose they  were  erected.” 

Of  the  accuracy  of  this 
observation  we  have  abun- 
dant proof.  Guided  by  it 
we  come  to  the  conclusion 
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is  reason  to  believe  that  the  bridge  over  the  Tyne  at  Corbridgc  underwent 
repairs  or  was  renewed  at  the  sjime  time  as  the  North  Tyne  bridge,  and 
probably  also  the  bridge  over  the  Reed  at  llisiugham.  The  coins  may 
have  reference  to  all  these  works.' 

A work  which  probablv  belongs  to  the  latest  jteriod  of  the  Homan 
occupation,  or  more  probablv  to  the  succeeding  era,  must,  also  lie  men- 
tioned. A covered  way  of  rude  construction,  but  formed  of  stones 
derived  from  the  bridge,  crosses  the  abutment  from  north  to  south.  As 
it  is  founded  upon  a tied  of  silt,  a yard  thick,  the  bridge  must  have  been 
overwhelmed  at  the  time  of  its  construction.  Can  it  have  been  intended 
as  a secret,  passage  to  some  neighbouring  stronghold? 

The  whole  of  the  masonry  of  the  bridge  is  remarkably  solid,  and 
would  not  dishonour  a modern  engineer.  As  many  as  six  courses  of 
stones  remain  in  one  place,  and  in  others  five,  and  four.  The  stones  in 

front  have  been  set  by  a 
luis,  and  they  are  bound 
together  by  long  rods  of 
iron  indiedded  in  lead. 
Some  of  the  stones  of  the 
t ...  .ihird . , ...  pf  on#pjj»i,  interior,  and  some  of  those 

of  the  water-piers  are  connected  by  iron  cramps,  having  the  form  of  u 
double  wedge — of  which  the  drawing  in  the  margin  shows  an  example — 
and  also  imbedded  in  lead.  The  lead  seems  in  both  cases  to  have 
enveloped  the  iron  so  thoroughly  as  to  protect  it  from  oxydation. 

During  the  excavations  a considerable  number  of  coins  were  found. 
Mr.  Clayton  enumerates  the  following: — Two  of  silver:  one  of  them  a 
consular  coin,  of  the  Cassian  family,  the  other,  in  good  preservation,  a 
coin  of  Julia  Domna,  the  second  wife  of  Sevenis;  and  several  of  brass, 
generally  much  worn,  belonging  to  the  jteriods  of  Hadrian,  Diocletian, 
Tetricus,  and  the  Constantine  family,  Referring  the  reader  for  fuller 
information  respecting  this  bridge,  to  Mr.  Clayton's  instructive  paper, 
already  referred  to,  one  extract  from  it  may  here  be  introduced  : — 

“ Those  who  have  seen  the  tnn<;nifiro»t  remains  of  the  Pont  du  Gard  (justly  the 


‘On  the  coin  which  in  fijriiml  the  bridjre  has  a circular  arch ; whereas,  the  bridge  we  lire 
examining  is  supposed  to  have  had  :i  horizontal  platform.  Probably  the  Uoinnn  ininfma  stern  were,  in 
this  instance,  satisfied  with  conventional  forms,  mid  did  not  attempt  to  give  0 correct  representation. 
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pride  of  Gallia  Xarboncnaij*)  lighted  by  the  glnrioiu*  sun  of  Languedoc,  may  think 
lightly  of  tho.*e  meagre  relics  of  the  bridge  of  ClLURNl  M,  under  the  darker  skies  of 
Northumberland;  but  it  may  be  safely  affirmed,  that  the  bridge  over  the  Gardon  does 
not  span  a lovelier  stream  than  the  North  Tyne,  and  that  so  much  as  remains  of  the 
masonry  of  the  bridge  of  ClLl’llNl’M,  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  this  bridge,  as 
originally  constructed,  was  not  inferior  in  solidity  of  material,  and  excellence  of  workman- 
ship, to  the  mighty  structure  reared  by  Roman  hands  in  Gaul.” 

Crossing  the  river  and  ascending  the  western  bank  we  see  traces  of 
the  ancient  road  which  led  from  the  camp  to  the  bridge.  The  Wall,  a 
portion  of  which  is  laid  bare,  has  covered  the  way  on  the  enemies’  side. 

VI.— CILURXUM. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  sixth  station  on  the  line  of  the  Wall, 
which  is  distant  from  Hlxxlm  a little  less  than  five  miles  and  a half. 
It  stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the  North  Tvne,  at  a convenient  hei  ght 
above  the  level  of  the  stream.  The  position  is  one  of  great  importance' 
commanding  as  it  does  the  gorge  through  which  the  river  forces  its  way. 
And  it  is  beautiful  as  well  as  strong;  for,  as  Hodgson  remarks,  "The 
Astures  in  exchanging  the  sunny  valleys  of  Spain  for  the  banks  of  the 
tawny  Tyne,  might  find  the  climate  in  their  new  situation  worse,  but  a 
lovelier  spot  than  Cii.lk.m  m all  the  Asturias  could  not  give  them.” 

The  outlines  of  the  station  may  be  distinguished  with  ease.  It  has, 
as  usual,  the  form  of  a parallelogram,  the  comers  living  slightly  rounded 
oft';  and  it  contains  an  area  of  five  acres  and  a quarter.  As  the  Wall 
comes  up  to  its  eastern  gateway  and  takes  its  departure  from  its  western, 
a large  part  of  the  station  is  to  the  north  of  that  structure;  the  Vallum 
comes  up  to  the  support  of  the  south  rampart.  A portion  of  the  west 
Wall  of  the  station,  near  the  north-west  comer,  has  boon  freed  from  the 
encumbering  soil;  it  is  five  feet  thick,  and  exhibits  four  courses  of 
masonry  in  position.  The  south-west  comer  has  also  been  laid  Imre, 
exhibiting  seven  courses  of  facing  stones,  together  with  some  chandlers 
of  one  of  the  buildings  of  the  interior. 

The  position  of  all  the  gateways  may  be  discovered.  The  northern 
and  eastern  have  been  excavated;  the  others  show  themselves  in  the 
dip  of  the  rampart.  The  northern  gateway  is  not  in  a good  state  of 
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preservation.  The  foundation  of  the  pillar  which  divided  it  into  two 
portals  remains,  and  there  arc  some  truces  of  an  advanced  work  on  its 
eastern  side.  The  eastern  gate  is  in  a letter  state.  The  sockets  in  which 
the  pivots  of  the  doors  moved,  and  the  central  stone  against  which  they 
struck,  will  l>e  noticed.  There  are  also  the  remains  of  the  guard 

chambers  on  each  side.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that  this  gateway  is  a 

single  one,  for  usually  all  the  gateways  of  the  stations  are  provided  with 
double  portals. 

The  interior  of  the  station  presents  many  objects  of  interest.  Not- 
withstanding the  care  that  has  at  one  time  been  taken  to  render  the 
area  level,  the  undulations  of  the  surface  reveal  to  the  eye  of  the 
antiquary  the  position  of  whole  lines  of  habitations.  When  Hutchinson 
wrote,  these  indications  were  even  more  distinct  than  they  are  at  present. 
That  writer  says : — 

“ The  eitc  of  the  pnetoriutn,  at  the  eastern  en«l,  is  very  distinguishable,  with  two 
entrances  through  the  rampart]  answering  to  each  side  of  the  pratorium,  and  a road 
leading  down  to  the  river.  The  ground  within  the  [ramparts]  is  crowded  with  the  ruins 
of  stone  buildings,  which  appear  to  have  stood  in  lineal  directions,  forming  streets,  two 
on  the  south  side  and  two  on  the  north,  intersected  in  the  middle  by  a cross  street  from 
north  to  south.” 

Such,  as  far  as  present  appearances  warrant  us  in  judging,  has  !>cen 
the  arrangement  adopted  in  all  the  stations. 

Hap,  tily  for  the  modem  student,  the  Pnetorium  ” which,  in 
Hutchinson's  time  was  covered  with  turf,  was  in  184.'!  laid  bare.  The 
accompanying  lithographic  view,  together  with  the  plan  on  the  opposite 
page,  will  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  its  general  features. 

Descending  a few  steps  at  the  north-west  extremity  of  the  excava- 
tions (L  on  the  plan),  a street,  three  feet  wide  at  one  end  and  four  at 
the  other,  is  entered.  Another,  leading  from  it  at  right  angles,  and  which 
is  paved  with  flag-stones,  conducts  to  the  grand  entrance  (D)  of  what 
apjxtars  to  lie  the  principal  section  of  the  building.  The  steps  arc 
very  much  worn  by  the  tread  of  feet,  and  even  some  of  the  stones, 
which  have  been  put  in  the  place  of  others  that  have  been  too  much 
abraded  to  be  serviceable,  exhibit  partial  wear.  This  saloon  must 
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have  been  a place  of  general  concourse — can  it  have  been  the  hall  of 
justice,  or  the  place  where  the  commander  of  the  station  transacted  the 
business  of  the  district  under  his  charge  ? The  floor  (E)  is  probably 
supported  on  pillars,  and  has  been  warmed  by  flues  beneath ; but  this 


Ground  PLaii.  Hypocauat,  Cilurnvm 


cannot  be  ascertained  without  injuring  it.  The  upper  covering  is  of 
flags,  the  fractured  state  of  which  induces  the  belief,  that  the  walls  of 
the  surrounding  building  have  been  forcibly  thrown  down  upon  them. 
The  northern  enemies  of  Rome,  knowing  the  importance  of  these 
stations,  would  not  be  slow  in  involving  them  in  entire  ruin,  when  por- 
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mitted,  bv  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  to  do  so  without  molestation. 
I ’assn  ires  diverge  from  this  saloon,  to  the  right  and  left,  into  other  apart- 
ments. In  the  room  on  the  left  was  found,  in  good  preservation,  a 
cistern  or  hath  (C),  lined  with  red  cement.  A breach  had  been  made 
in  the  street  wall  of  this  chamber  (at  B),  and  in  the  rubbish  which 
encumbered  the  gap,  was  found  the  statue  of  a river-god,  shown  in  the 
woodcut,  taken  from  a photograph.  It  is  probably  intended  to  represent 


■ fc'-t  ov  it  il  it"  Les 


the  genius  of  the  neighbouring  river — the  North  Tyne.  Of  the  present 
state  of  the  apartments  beyond,  the  lithograph  here  introduced,  will 
give  some  idea.  The  floors  have  been  supported  upon  pillars,  some 
of  them  being  of  stone,  others  of  square  flat  bricks.  The  stone  pillars 
are,  for  the  most  part,  fragments  of  columns  and  balusters1  which 
have  been  used  in  a prior  structure.  The  student  of  mediaeval  architec- 
ture will  probably  recognise  in  some  of  them  types  of  the  Saxon  style. 
The  dilapidated  state  of  the  floor  of  this  apartment  allows  of  an  easy 
examination  of  its  mode  of  construction.  Flags,  about  two  inches 


1 'nit*  initial  L,  pagv  N?,  is  formed  of  two  of  these  Roman  bulu£ters.  The  lower  one  is  at 
( ‘Invters,  the  u]tri<rht  one  nt  (’heKterholin. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Tin:  II Y FOCAL'. STS. 


15:? 


thick,  rust  upon  the  pillars ; a layer  of  compost,  five  inches  thick,  and 
formed  of  lime,  sand,  gravel,  and  burned  clay  or  pounded  tile,  succeeds, 
and  above  that  another  covering  of  thin  flag-stones.  This  apartment 
has  been  provided  with  a semicircular  recess  at  its  eastern  extremity  (G). 
and,  at  the  angle  next  the  street  (A),  has  been  supported  by  a buttress. 
A similar  alcoved  recess  existed  on  the  western  side  of  one  of  the 
principal  rooms  of  the  “baths”  at  Hlxxltm,  and  the  same  arrangement 
may  yet  be  observed  in  the  corresponding  building  at  Lanchester.  In 
the  circular  recess  of  this  apartment  is  an  aperture  (G),  which  has 
probably  served  to  regulate  the  current  of  air  circulating  in  the  hypo- 
eausts.  The  furnace  which  warmed  the  suite  of  apartments  was  situated 
near  the  south-east  extremity  of  the  building  (at  F) ; the  pillars  near 
the  fire  having  been  much  acted  upon  by  heat,  the  whole  of  this  part  of 
the  floor  was  speedily  reduced,  on  exposure  to  the  frosts  of  winter,  to  the 
confused  heap  represented  in  the  drawing.  The  soot  in  the  flues  was 
found  as  fresh  as  if  it  had  been  produced  by  fires  lighted  the  day  before. 
The  walls  of  this  apartment  were  coated  with  plaster,  and  coloured 
dark  red ; exposure  to  the  weather  soon  stripped  them  of  this  covering. 
An  arched  passage,  curiously  turned  with  ltoman  tile,  took  the  heated 
air  from  the  furnace  through  the  party-wall  (at  X)  into  the  chamber  to 
the  west  of  it.  The  rooms  to  the  westward  of  the  intersecting  street 
(HD)  seem  to  form  an  independent  building,  and  have  less  of  the 
aspect  of  a place  of  public  concourse  than  the  other  portions.  They 
may  have  been  the  private  residence  of  the  commander  of  the  station. 
They,  too,  are  heated  by  hyjiocausts,  supported  upon  pillars  of  peculiarly 
massive  masonry.1 


1 In  urging  tin*  conviction  that  the  hanging*  floors  of  the«e  Homan  buildings  were  meant  to 
imxluce  n comfortable  warmth,  rather  than  to  generate  ‘•team  by  having  water  sprinkled  ujmn 
them,  attention  may  la?  drawn  to  the  thickness  of  their  substance.  At  present  the  floor  of  the 
principal  ajmrtmeut  is  nine  inches  thick,  and  when  its  up]K*r  surface  wus  overlaid,  as  it  no  doubt 
was,  writh  a tasteful  concrete  or  mosaic  {lavement,  it  would  lie  an  inch  or  two  more.  It  would 
require  a very  powerful  tiirnnce  to  raise  this  mass  of  matter  to  a considerable  temjieruture.  On  tlie 
oilier  hand,  if  the  production  of  a genial  and  uniform  warmth  were  tlie  oliject  in  view,  no  contri- 
vance could  la?  more  suitable.  The  heated  air  from  a small  furnace  permeating  the  underground 
flues  and  the  walls  of  a suite  of  ajmrtinents,  and  not  |ia*sing  off  until,  in  its  lengthened  passage, 
it  had  given  out  the  larger  part  of  tlie  warmth  it  had  derived,  would,  in  the  lapse  of  some  hours, 
give  to  the  whole  building  a comfortable  temjierature,  which  it  would  not  readily  lose.  Any 
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The  entrances  to  some  of  these  apartments  have  been  provided  with 
double  doors,  probably  for  more  effectually  maintaining  the  warmth  of 
the  room.  The  masonry  of  those  portions  of  the  walls  which  are 
standing  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  In  the  angle  near  the 
buttress  (A),  the  action  of  the  trowel  in  giving  the  finishing  touch  to 
the  pointing  may  be  perceived.  The  walls  rest  U]xm  two  strong  base- 
ment courses,  the  angle 
of  the  uppermost  lieing 
bevelled  off  with  a taste- 
ful moulding.  The  cut  ex- 
hibits this  neat  and  nearly 
perfect  piece  of  masonry. 
The  reader,  however,  will 
not  lie  surprised,  if,  on  a 
visit  to  these  interesting 
remains,  he  should  find 
that  they  are  beginning  to 
lie  injuriously  affected  by  a twenty  years’  exposure,  after  an  entombment 
of  more  than  a thousand,  to  the  vicissitudes  of  a Northumbrian  climate.* 
It  may  be  observed  that  the  concrete  used  in  the  formation  of  the  floors 
possesses  hydraulic  properties. 

More  than  one  of  the  thresholds  have  a groove  very  roughly  cut 
in  them,  apparently  to  allow  of  the  egress  of  water.  This  has  probably 
been  done  after  the  departure  of  the  Romans  and  the  general  demolition 
of  the  buildings,  by  some  houseless  wanderers,  who,  having  ‘“camped” 
in  the  ruin,  were  incommoded  by  the  lodgment  of  rain  on  the  floor. 

A vaulted  chamber,  somewhat  nearer  the  centre  of  the  station  than 
the  “ Praetorium,”  may  next  engage  our  attention.  A tradition  has 


inattention  to  the  furnace,  either  by  musing  it  to  hum  too  fiercely  or  too  feebly,  would  not  lie  felt. 
'Hie  thickness  of  the  floors  would  prevent  the  air  from  Wing  scorched,  and  producing'  tliut  disagree- 
able sensation  which  is  experienced  in  moms  that  are  lieuted  hv  the  stoves  in  common  use.  It  is 
not  itnprobuble  that  we  tnuy  return  to  this  method  of  wurming  our  churches  and  public  halls,  even 
if  we  <10  nut  adopt,  it  iu  our  private  dwellings. 

•“The  ruined  walls*'  of  then*  buildings  are  “overgrown  by  the  lienutifiil  plants,  Corydalia 
hi  tea  and  Geranium  lucidum,”—  Murray’s  liand-liook  of  Durham  and  Northumberland,  p.  L5T4. 
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long  prevailed  that  an  underground  stable  existed  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
camp,  capable  of  containing  five  hundred  horses.  When  this  chamber 
was  struck  upon,  the  workmen  thought  that  the  statements  of  their 
“fore-elders”  were  verified. 

An  oaken  door,  bound  and 
studded  with  iron,  closed  the 
entrance  into  the  chamber, 
but  it  fell  to  pieces  shortly 
after  being  exposed.  On  the 
floor  were  found  a number 
of  base  denarii,  chiefly  of  the 
reign  of  Severus;  hence  the 
conclusion  was  drawn  that 
the  chamber  constituted  the 
iErarium  or  Treasury  of  the 
station.  The  roof  of  the 
apartment  is  peculiar.  It  consists  of  three  separate  arches,  the  intervals 
between  them  being  filled  up  by  the  process  called  “ stepping  over.” 

No  other  buildings  are  left  exposed  in  the  station,  though  wherever 
the  surface  is  removed  Homan  masonry  is  found.  A sward  of  unusual 
richness  covers  the  city  which  for  several  centuries  gave  to  Rome  the 
command  of  the  valley  of  the  North  Tyne. 

Suburban  buildings  have  left  their  traces  between  the  station  and 
the  river,  and  ruins  more  extensive  than  usual  arc  spread  over  the  ground 
to  the  south.  No  habitations  have  been  erected  to  the  north  of  the 
encampment  or  the  Wall. 

Leaving  for  the  present  the  immediate  confines  of  the  station,  we 
may  bend  our  steps  a short  way  down  the  river  on  a visit  to  the  cypress 
grove — the  burial  ground  of  Cillrxum.  This,  which  in  Horsley’s  days 
formed  a separate  field  called  the  Ox-close,  is  now  included  in  the  park 
of  Chesters.  Never  was  spot  more  appropriately  chosen.  The  river 
here  descends  with  more  than  usual  rapidity  over  its  stony  bed,  and. 
bending  at  the  same  time  to  the  left,  exhibits  to  the  eye  the  lengthened 
vista  of  its  well-wooded  banks.  No  earthly  music  could  hotter  soothe 
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the  chafed  affections  of  the  hopeless  heathen  mourner  than  the  mum 
of  tlie  stream  which  is  ceaselessly  heard  in  this  secluded  nook. 

From  this  sp 
have  been  proei 
red  several  sepu 
ehral  slabs,  one  C 
which  is  figurei 
in  the  engraving 
We  need  not  l>e 
surprised  at  the 
rudeness  of  these 
gravestones,  car- 
ved as  they  must, 
for  the  most  part, 
have  been  by  un- 
skilled hands,  and 
perhaps  prepared 


To  the  Divine  Money 
Marcus  Suilius  Vic- 
tor lived  years 


in  haste,  so  as  to 
be  deposited  in 
their  place  at  the 
time  of  the  inter- 

f ne,  4 fee;  by  2 feet  6 toehee.  mellt.  The  in- 

scription is  considerably  injured,  but  the  copy  of  it  which  Horsley  made, 
more  than  a century  ago,  and  is  here  followed,  is  probably  correct. 
This  mde  stone  was  very  precious  in  the  sight  of  our  great  antiquary. 
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No  stone  had  in  his  day  been  found  in  the  station  to  confirm  his  sti{>- 
jiosition  that  the  second  wing  of  Astures  had  been  garrisoned  in  it ; it 
was  some  comfort  to  him,  therefore,  to  notice  from  the  effigy  ujwn  the 
stone  that  the  deceased  person  belonged  to  a troop  of  horse,  and  such 
was  the  description  of  force  which  he  expected  to  find  here.  This  sculp- 
ture, and  most  of  the  inscriptions  discovered  at  Chesters  during  the 
bust  century,  are  preserved  in  the  museum  of  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland at  Alnwick  Castle,’  where  also  are  to  be  found  a number  of 


J feet  i » 1>J  1 fuot  } tt;c:.e*. 

altars  and  other  antiquities,  derived  from  the  stations  of  Risingham  and 
High  Rochester,  forming  altogether  a collection  of  rare  interest. 

Another  rude  but  very  curious  stone.'  which  is  here  engraved,  seems 


1 Tilt'  Rev.  John  Hodgson  says:— “'Hie  Krrington  family,  before  they  built  the  inanition 
house  of  Chester*,  in  1771,  hail  for  many  generation*  resided  a*  tenants  under  the  Northumlierland 
family,  in  the  mansion  house  at  Walwick  Grange,  which  account*  for  so  many  of  the  antiquities 
of  ClLURNUM  having  been  built  u]>  in  the  gurden  walls  and  form  premise  there.  Having  suffered 
much  from  the  weather  ami  neglect,  several  of  them  were  some  years  since  removed  by  Sir  I).  W. 
Smith,  hart,  [the  Duke  of  Northumberland's  chief  commissioner]  to  a tower  in  Alnwick  Castle, 
where  they  are  carefully  preserved." — History  of  Northumlierland,  I*t.  II.,  VoL  III.,  p.  lSl. 

In  17110  the  estate  and  uinnsion  of  Chesters  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Clayton  family. 
The  antiquities  discovered  in  tlie  district  have,  since  that  period,  found  a resting  place  at  Cheaters. 
The  present  head  of  the  fuinilv,  John  Clayton,  Eeq.,  has  none  more  for  the  elucidation  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  Wall  and  its  remain*  than  any  other  individual.  One  of  his  most  recent  nets  ha*  been 
to  add  a noble  portico  to  the  house  at  Chesters,  where  the  “opium  spolia*  of  Cilthni  m,  Hohco- 
vicus,  and  V in dolan a will,  for  many  a long  year,  lie  carefully  preserved  and  fittingly  displayed. 

• Hutchinson,  who  gives  an  engraving  of  the  stone,  savs: — “This,  with  others  at  the  Grange, 
appear  to  1m?  merely  monumental : ami  we  were  informed  they  were  found  to  the  east  of  the 
camp,  not  far  distant  from  the  Vallum." — View  of  Northum^rland.  Vol.  I.,  p.  AC. 
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THE  AMPHITHEATRE. 


to  have  been  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cemetery.  The  specu- 
lations as  to  its  meaning  have  been  various.  Horsley  says : — 

M Tlio  sculpture  before  us  represents  a female  seated,  holding  a key  in  her  right 
hand,  and  I think  a thyrsus  or  hasta  in  her  left ; and  on  the  other  part  of  the  stone,  a 
human  figure  lying  along,  and  a Hon  with  one  of  his  paws  gently  raising  up  the  head. 
The  lion  represents  Cybele,  the  mother  goddess,  and  the  thyrsus  and  hasta  are  her 
common  symbols,  and  sometimes  the  key.  . . The  lion  that  is  gently  raising  up  the 

head  of  the  human  figure  may  signify  the  revival  of  man  by  the  spring  and  produce  of 
the  earth,  or  by  the  wine  and  fruits  it  aflbrds.” 

Hodgson,  who  slightly  differs  from  him  in  opinion,  says  : — 

“ I would  hazard  a conjecture  that  the  whole  relates  to  the  Mithraic  rites  called 
Leontica ; for  the  lion  in  the  zodiac  of  the  ancient  heathens  stood  for  Mithras  or  the  sun, 
which  threw  it*  greatest  heat  upon  the  earth  through  its  course  through  the  constellation 
of  Leo,  from  July  24th  to  the  same  day  of  August.” 

A simpler  explanation  of  the  sculpture  is  that  it  represents  a 
scene  in  the  amphitheatre.  The  emperor,  or  other  regulator  of  the 
games,  sits  in  the  seat  of  .authority,  with  a flag  in  his  hand  to  direct 
the  sports.  A contest  between  a gladiator  and  an  animal  of  the  feline 
tribe  has  been  going  on,  in  which  the  human  combatant  is  worsted.  In 
all  probability  the  right-hand  portion  of  the  stone,  which  is  broken  off, 
contained  the  portraiture  of  a similar  spectacle.1 

The  occurrence  of  this  sculpture  encourages  the  belief  that  Ciliti- 
NUM  was  provided  with  an  amphitheatre  for  the  amusement  of  the 
soldiery.  Decided  traces  of  one  still  exist  at  the  station  of  Bokcovicls  ; 
and  the  sculptures  on  Trajan’s  column  show  us  that  even  amidst  the 
stirring  events  of  a camjwign  the  erection  of  a circus  was  not  neglected. 
The  bank  of  the  river,  to  the  south-east  of  this  station,  where  this  stone 
was  found,  would  afford  facilities  for  the  erection  of  one. 

The  Notitia  places  at  Cilurnlm  the  prefect  of  the  second  Ala  of 
Astures.  One  inscription,  confirmatory  of  this  statement,  has  already 
been  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  reader  (p.  64);  his  attention  is 
now  invited  to  another  of  still  greater  interest.  The  fine  slab  which  is 


1 For  these  views  the  author  is  indebted  to  Signor  Montiroli,  of  Rome,  the  designer  of  the 
internal  decorations  of  Alnwick  Castle— an  antiquary  as  well  as  an  artist  and  architect  of  con- 
siderable eminence. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEDICATION  To  IIF.I.KXJ AHAI.t'S. 


159 

represented  in  tlie  wood-engraving  is  broken  into  tour  pieces,  and  is 
imperfect  on  the  right  side.  The  letters,  though  not  deeply  cut,  are 
distinct;  the  parts  which  are  blank  have  been  purposely  erased.  It  was 
found  in  the  year  1798,  in  the  south-west  corner  of  the  station.  The 
reading  which  is  here  followed  is  that  of  Borghesi,1  the  only  deviations 
from  it  being  the  insertion  of  the  words  mii.ites  and  tf.mpi.vm. 


Stic.  3 feet  by  2 feet  8 inchc*. 

IMP.  CAESA[r  M.]  AVttF.L.  [aNTONINVB  PIV8  PEL.] 

A VO.  [» VMM  VS  PACE  II  DOS  DEI  SOLIS  F.  LAOAIIALl] 

[PONT.  MAX.  t]rIB.  p[ot],  till.  COS.  111.  P.  P.  DIV1.  (aNTONINI  MAO.  F.] 
DIVI  6EVER.  NEP.  [ET  M.  AVREL.  ALEXANDER  NOB.] 

CAESAR  IMPER[lI  IIERES  . . . . MILITRs] 

ALAE  II  ASTVR[VM  TEMPLVM]  VETVSTATE  [COLLAPSVM  RESTITV] 

ERVNT  PER  MAR1VM  VALERI  a[n  V M LEO.  A V O.  P R.  P R.  ] 

INSTANTE  8F.PTIMIO  NILO  PRAEF 

DEDICATVM  III.  KAL.  NOV  EM.  ORATO  ET  SELE[vCO  COBS.] 

1 Hpnzcn’s  Supplomrnt  to  “ Inscriptions  Orplliamp,"  No.  >Vil4. 
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TIm*  rmjuTor  (.'ii'sar  Marctt.*  Aurelius  Antmiinux,  pious,  luippv, 

Au«ru*tus,  hi^h  priest  r»f  the  tuin-jroil,  Khiptbitlus, 
supreme  fiontifF,  possoiwil  of  the  tribiinitinn  power  for  tlie  fourth  time,  consul  for  the  thirtl,  hither 

[of  his  country,  h»u  of  the  deified  Antoninus  the  proof, 
•rmuilson  of  the  deified  Secerns;  and  Marcus  Aurelius  Alexander  the  noble 

firsar,  heir  to  the  empire The  soldiers 

of  the  second  Ala  of  Astures  vestoml  this  temple,  which  had  fallen  down  through  up*, 
hv  Marius  Valeriunus,  imperial  legate  and  proprietor 
under  the  superintendence  of  Septimius  Niltts  the  prefect. 

It  was  dedicated  on  the  ilrd  of  the  kalends  of  November,  (iratus  and  Seleucue  lieinjr  consuls. 

Mr.  Hutton,  of  Birmingham,  notwithstanding  liis  enthusiastic 
admiration  of  the  Wall,  underrated  the  value  of  inscriptions.  Not 
content  with  telling  ns  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  Latin  tongue,  lie 
says,  “Besides,  with  what  success  could  1 explain  that,  about  which  the 
learned  themselves  differ?  And  if  they  could  he  explained,  what  do 
they  amount  to?  . . . When  lie  has  laboured  through  a parcel  of 
miserable  letters  what  is  he  the  wiser?”  A satisfactory  answer  to  these 
queries  is  easily  furnished.  These  miserable  letters  that  were  carved 
seventeen  hundred  years  ago  are  the  same  letters  with  which  every 
English  child,  and  nearly  every  child  throughout  the  civilized  world, 
begins  liis  literary  career;  and  in  regard  to  form  many  of  them  would 
supply  admirable  models  to  a modern  type  founder.  So  far  from  there 
being  much  uncertainty  regarding  the  interpretation  of  Roman  inscrip- 
tions, their  meaning  seldom  admits  of  doubt.  Occasionally  an  unusual 
word  or  peculiarity  of  construction  will  occur,  giving  rise  to  diversity  of 
view,  but  this  is  not  a frequent  case.  The  principal  difficulties  are  caused 
by  the  obliteration  of  portions  of  the  original  writing,  and  here  the  anti- 
quary 1ms  not  only  to  interpret  but  to  restore,  and  this  he  often  does 
with  marvellous  success.  As  to  the  utility  of  the  information  afforded 
hy  these  lettered  memorials,  let  the  broken,  battered,  and  long-buried 
stone,  which  we  are  now  considering, supply  us  with  a reply  to  Mr.  Hutton's 
inquiry — “What  is  lie  the  wiser”  for  inscriptions? — 1.  This  dedication 
was  made  by  soldiers  of  the  second  wing  of  the  Astures — we  thus  learn 
the  name  of  the  people  who  garrisoned  the  fort,  and  hy  a reference  to 
the  Notitia,  ascertain  with  certainty  that  this  was  Cim'knoi.  2.  We 
acquire  the  fact,  that  a temple,  which  through  age  had  become 
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dilapidated,  was  restored — learning  thereby,  not  only  the  attention  which 
the  Romans  paid  to  what  they  conceived  to  be  religious  duties,  but  their 
long  occupation  of  this  spot.  It  lias  been  already  observed  that  some 
of  the  pillars  of  the  hypocaust  have  been  portions  of  a prior  building ; the 
ruin  and  inscription  thus  corroborate  each  other.  3.  The  date  of  the 
dedication  is  given ; the  third  of  the  kalends  of  November  falls  upon 
the  thirtieth  of  October,  and  the  year  in  which  Gratus  and  Seleucus 
were  consuls,  corresponds  with  a.d.  221 ; proving  that  the  data  on  which 
antiquaries  found  their  conclusions  arc  not  always  so  vague  as  some 
imagine.  4.  Even  the  erasures  are  instructive.  By  a reference  to  the 
date,  we  find  that  Elagabalus  was  reigning  at  the  time  of  the  dedication 
of  the  temple;  we  find  that  what  remains  of  the  names  and  titles  on  the 
stone  apply  to  him  and  his  successor  Alexander.  The  year  following  he 
was  slain  by  his  own  soldiers,  his  body  dragged  through  the  streets  of 
Rome  and  cast  into  the  Tiber.  We  thus  learn  the  unity  that  existed  in 
the  Roman  world  even  at  this  late  period ; the  behests  of  the  seven- 
billed city  were  obeyed  to  the  extremities  of  the  empire.  We  find,  too, 
that  human  nature  is  the  same  in  every  age,  the  idol  of  to-day  is  often  the 
object  of  public  execration  to-morrow. 

Many  other  inscribed  stones  of  considerable  importance  have  been 
found  here,  to  some  of  which  attention  will  lx*  paid  in  the  concluding 
chapter  of  this  work.  Chief,  however,  among  the  antiquities  belonging  to 
CiLURNiM  is  the  mutilated  statue  shown  in  the  engraving  on  the  next 
page.  It  was  discovered  within  the  station,  near  the  south-west  corner. 
When  Dr.  Lingard  saw  it,  it  formed  part  of  the  wall  of  a contiguous 
plantation.  Statues  of  so  large  a size  are  rare  in  the  North  of  England, 
and  workmanship  of  such  excellence  is  yet  more  uncommon.  The  pose 
of  the  body,  and  the  graceful  manner  in  which  the  folds  of  the  dress  are 
arranged,  will  excite  attention.  The  soldier-artist  has  even  succeeded 
in  <lisplaying  the  form  of  the  limbs  beneath  the  drapery.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  injuries  which  the  figure  has  sustained,  it  is  difficult  to 
determine  with  precision  the  deity  intended.  On  her  head,  or  in 
her  hand,  she  probably  bore  some  badge  of  her  peculiar  attributes. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  Syrian  goddess,  under  some  of  her 
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]>lmsc*s,  was  intended.  Horsley  remarks: — “It  is  very  certain  that 
what  is  physically  the  same  is  often  represented  by  several  deities ; and 
the  same  deity  has  several  names  considered  under  different  relations, 
or  as  conferring  different  benefits.  Thus  Cybele,  Ceres,  Vesta,  Rhea, 
and  Tellus,  all  signify  the  earth;  and  I)oa  Syria  is  only  another  of 
Cvljelo's  names,  who  is  usually  called  the  Mother  of  the  'rods.’"  These 
views  were  strikingly  confirmed  by  an  inscription  found  a few  years  ago 
at  Carvoran,  that  will  afterwards  be  described;  in  it  the  virgin  of  the 
celestial  zone  is  said  to  be  the  same  as  the  Mother  of  the  gods,  Peace, 
Virtue.  Ceres,  and  the  Syrian  goddess.  It  matters  little,  therefore, 
whether  we  call  the  sculpture  before  us  Cybele,  Ceres,  or  the  Syrian 
goddess.  If  Cvlrele  had  been  specially  intended,  a lion  would  probably 
have  formed  the  pedestal ; if  Ceres,  a bull ; but  enough  of  the  animal 
on  which  the  figure  is  actually  placed  does  not  remain  to  enable  us  to 
ascertain  with  certainty  its  species. 

None  of  the  three  legions  located  in  Britain  have  left  an  inscription 
recording  their  presence  in  this  station;  but  on  what  appears  to  have 
been  the  stone  lintel  of  a door,  the  badges  of  the  second  legion  appear 


in  bold  relief.  Instead  of  the  Pegasus  which  occurs  on  the  slab  found 
at  Coxdkrcim  (p.  llo)  a second  sea  monster  has  in  this  instance  been 
introduced. 

The  fine  capital,  of  a composite  order,  shown  on  the  next  page, 
enables  us  to  judge  of  the  beauty  of  some  of  the  buildings  which  adorned 
the  ancient  Cimhxtm.  A capital  equally  ornate,  derived,  it  is  believed, 
from  the  station  of  Boncovicrs,  is  in  the  Museum  at  Newcastle. 

* liMuimiu  itomnuu,  ]». 
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TIIE  COINS  FOl’ND  IN  THE  STATION. 


In  making  the  excavations  at  the  hypocausts,  many  coins  of  silver 
and  brass  were  found.  A descriptive  catalogue  of  them  is  given  by 
Mr.  Clayton  in  his  account  of  the  excavation,  in  the  third  volume 

of  the  Areha'ologia 
JEliana,  to  which  the 
reader  is  referred. 
They  extend  from  the 
time  of  Hadrian  to 
that  of  (iratian  (a.d. 
119  to  a.i>.  .’577)  ; the 
prevailing  coins  being 
those  of  Constantine 
and  his  immediate  suc- 
cessors. Sc  vend  beau- 
tiful specimens  of  pot- 
tery have  been  found, 
which,  together  with 
the  various  imple- 
ments and  articles  of  domestic  use,  in  silver,  bronze,  and  iron,  are 
reserved  for  subsequent  description.  One  of  the  most  curious  of  the 
relics  obtained  from  this  treasury  of  lloman  effects  is  the  tooth  of  a 
bear;  it  is  of  large  size,  and  is  pierced  with  two  holes,  to  enable  its 
possessor  to  suspend  it  by  a string,  and  wear  it  as  a trophy  or  a charm. 
That  bears  were  to  be  found  in  the  forests  of  Britain  was  not  unknown 
to  the  Romans  ; Martial  refers  to  the  circumstance  : — 

“ Nutla  Calcdonio  sic  pectora  prsrlmit  urso.” 

The  importance  of  the  station  of  Ciu  iini  m is  shown  by  the 
number  of  rouds  which  converged  upon  it.  Besides  the  road  that  ran 
parallel  with  the  Wall  on  its  southern  side,  the  eastern  Watling  Street 
seems,  as  has  already  been  stated,  to  have  been  continued  from  Be  welay  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  station.  Horsley  speaks  of  a road  coming  to  this 
station  from  the  Watling  Street,  south  of  Risingham.  A road  seems 
to  have  gone  southward  from  the  station  by  Walwiek  Grange  and  High 
Warden,  lending  probably  to  llexlmm.  From  this  road,  a little  to  the 
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soutli  of  Walwick  Grange,  the  great  military  highway,  leading  direct  to 
Carvoran,  diverged.  By  means  of  it  the  garrison  at  Cii.utxi  m would  he 
able  to  communicate  more  quickly  with  the  stations  in  the  west  than  be- 
taking the  road  which  accompanied  the  Wall.*  Altogether  the  station 
of  Cii.i  KNi  M has  been  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  in  the 
chain  of  mural  fortresses,  and  it  is  one  which  the  antiquary  will  leave 
with  the  greatest  regret. 


Once  more  we  Item!  our  steps  westward. 

Jinking  for  a wood,  which  shelters  the  garden  at  Chesters,  we 
come  to  a short  strip  of  the  Wall,  presenting  four  courses  of  facing 
stones,  and  coveted  with  honeysuckle,  ivy,  and  other  wild  plants.  The 
fosse  on  its  north  side  forms  a pond.  All  through  the  wood  the 
foundation  of  the  Wall  may  be  detected,  rising  above  the  general  level 
of  the  ground,  while  the  ditch  on  its  north  side  sinks  below  it. 

Emerging  front  the  grounds  of  Chesters,  we  once  more  join  the 
turnpike  road,  which  here  again  coalesces  with  the  Wall.  The  labour  of 
ascending  the  hill  which  takes  to  Walwick  is  relieved  by  the  scenes  which 


meet  the  eye.  The  lines 
of  the  Vallum  are  boldly 
developed  in  the  field  on 
our  left,  whilst  the  tiicing 
stones  of  the  Wall  may 
often  be  traced  for  a con- 
siderable space  together 
in  the  ground  on  which 
we  tread.  Mr.  Fairholt, 
to  whose  facile  pencil 
we  are  indebted  for  the 
woodcut  in  the  margin,  was  fortunate  in  seeing  these  tract  sunder  very 
favourable  circumstances.  On  the  top  of  the  hill,  just  beyond  the  house 
which  was  formerly  an  inn,  is  the  site  of  a mile-castle  ; excepting  a slight 


‘The  rood*  have  been  investigated  with  pat  enrehv  Mr.  McLauchhin.  St*  Plan,  Sheet  II., 
Memoir,  p.  'I lie  author,  in  company  with  Mr.  C'luvtuii,  has  verified  the  accuracy  of*  his 
delineation*. 
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elevation  of  the  ground,  nil  traces  of  it  are  gone.  The  view  from  Walwick 
is  extensive  mid  beautiful.  The  valley  of  the  North  Tyne,  the  South  Tyne, 
and  that  along  which  their  united  streams  flow,  may  be  traced.  The  hills, 
too,  which  guide  these  rivers  in  their  course  give  variety  to  the  surface. 
The  intelligent  industry  of  the  people  of  the  district  has  clothed  the 
surface  with  verdure  and  fertility.  There  is  much  in  the  scene,  also,  to 
stimulate  the  imagination.  Lines  of  entrenchment  may  be  seen  near 
the  summit  of  Warden  Hill,  which  lies  upon  the  fork  of  the  two  rivers, 
and  upon  the  hill  liehind  the  village  of  Wall,  which  is  seated  upon  the 
left  bank  of  the  North  Tyne.  These  arc  probably  ancient  British 
works.  What  were  the  feelings  of  their  occupants  while  the  erection 
of  the  Wall  was  proceeding,  if  indeed  they  luul  not,  before  that  time, 
been  driven  to  the  fastnesses  of  the  Cheviot  range  ? Neither  are  the 
memorials  of  the  middle  age  wanting.  The  Abbey  Church  of  Hexham, 
slightly  obscured  bv  the  haze  which  generally  hangs  over  towns  situated 
in  the  northern  coal-field,  will  be  discerned  in  the  distance,  to  the  south- 
east. Haughton  Castle,  on  tiic  one  side  of  the  North  Tyne,  above 
Cliollerford  Bridge,  and  Cocklaw  Tower,  on  the  other,  are  in  sight ; 
whilst  to  the  north  Chipchase  Castle,  which  long  held  in  check  the 
marauders  of  the  debatable  land,  is  seen  to  frown  as  grandly  as  ever. 

After  passing  Walwick  the  turnpike  road  leaves  the  Wall  and  runs 
by  the  side  of  the  Vallum.  Ascending  the  next  hill,  we  come  to  an 
ivy-covered  tower,  called  Tower  Taye,  which,  though  now  possessing 
a venerable  aspect,  was  not  built  till  about  the  year  1730.  Reaching 
the  summit  of  the  hill,  all  the  lines  of  the  barrier  come  grandly  into 
view,  running  in  apparent  parallelism  with  each  other.  Having  crossed 
the  valley  before  us,  they  bound  unflinchingly  up  the  opposite  ascent. 
The  present  road  runs  upon  the  north  agger  of  the  Vallum,  which  has 
been  spread  out  to  form  it. 

Descending  from  the  Tower  Taye  the  site  of  a mile-castle  is  detected 
on  the  right.  The  whole  of  the  faeing  stones  are  gone,  and  the  place 
is  chiefly  marked  by  the  vacuity  occasioned  by  their  removal.  Horsley 
thought  that  this  castellum  was  “detached  about  a yard  from  the  Wall 
but  Mr.  Clayton  has  recently  ascertained,  by  excavation,  that  tins  was 
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not  the  ease.  The  hills  on  the  left  of  the  road  bear  marks  of  having 
l>een  quarried  in  ancient  days,  probably  by  the  Romans,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Wall.  To  the  south  of  these  quarries,  ami  nearly  opposite  the 
mile-castle,  is  an  earthen  encampment,  to  which  Mr.  McLnuchlan  was 
the  first  to  call  attention.  Its  gateways  are  furnished  with  traverses, 
and  it  commands  a very  extensive  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 
Here,  doubtless,  a detachment  of  Roman  soldiers  was  securely  lodged, 
while  the  natives,  whom  they  compelled  to  labour  at  the  Wall,  camped, 
as  best  they  might,  around  them. 

Before  beginning  the  ascent  of  the  next  hill,  the  Limestone  Bank,  a 
very  fine  strip  of  the  Wall  is  reached  in  the  Blackearts  Farm,  on  the; 
right  hand.  It  stands  between  five  and  six  feet  high,  and  exhibits,  in 
some  places,  seven  courses  of  facing  stones.  Its  top  is  covered  with  a 
copse  of  hazel,  blackberry,  and  thorn.  The  fosse  on  its  north  side  is 
boldly  developed. 

Ascending  the  hill,  the  works  of  the  Vallum  are  seen,  on  our  left 
hand,  to  considerable  advantage.  The  fosse,  which  is  cut  out  of  the 
native  rock,  remains  of  its  original  size,  though  its  apparent  magnitude 
is  diminished  by  “ the  dense  thicket  of  oak,  rowentree,  hawthorn,  and 
hazel  ” 1 which  grows  in  it.  The  aggers  have  been  formed  out  of  the  stony 
materials  derived  from  the  fosse.  On  the  top  of  the  hill  the  works  of 
the  Vallum  are  covered,  and  perhaps  “ protected  for  years  to  come,  by  a 
plantation  of  pines  and  firs.” 1 

On  the  summit  of  Limestone  Bank  several  things  deserve  our 
attention.  A eastellum  is  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  overlooking  the 
somewhat  sterile  north.  'Phis  elevated  spot  is  about  eight  hundred  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Here,  for  the  first  time,  we  meet  with  dis- 
tinct remains  of  the  military  way  which  ran,  from  mile-castle  to  mile- 
Ciistle,  the  whole  length  of  the  Wall.  It  is  seen  coming  up  to  the  south 
gateway  of  the  eastellum,  and  then  bending  away  from  it  to  proceed  on 
its  western  course.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fences  which 
bound  the  fields  it  has  been  taken  up,  in  order  to  supply  stones  for 


1 Hotlsrson's  History  of  .NortliumWland,  Part  II.,  VoL  III.,  p.  CUO. 
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these  structures.  But  the  moats  of  both  Wall  and  Vallum  form  the 
most  remarkable  features  of  this  spot.  In  passing  over  the  crown  of 
the  hill,  they  have  been  excavated  with  enormous  labour  out  of  the 
basalt  of  which  the  summit  consists.  The  workmen,  as  if  exhausted 
with  the  task  of  raising  the  splintered  fragments,  have  left  them  lying 
on  the  sides  of  the  moats.  A mass  on  the  outside  of  the  north  ditch, 
though  now  split  by  the  action  of  the  frost  into  three  pieces,  has  evidently 
formed  one  block,  ami  cannot  weigh  less  than  thirteen  tons.  It  is  not 
easy  to  conceive  how  they  managed  to  quarry  so  tough  a rock  without 
the  aid  of  gunpowder,  or  contrived  to  lift,  with  the  machinery  at 
their  command,  such  huge  blocks.  Mr.  Roach  Smith  thus  describes 
the  scene : — 

“ In  one  place  this  Vallum  h formed  out  of  a solid  rock,  and  the  huge  ma.**ei*  of 
stone  lie  about  upon  it.-*  bank.-,  as  if  some  superhuman  agency  had  ploughed  through  the 
rock,  and  shivered  it  into  pieces,  as  the  plough  in  the  hands  of  the  ploughman  turns  up 
a furrow  in  a field. n — Gent.  Mag.,  Oct,  1851. 

The  lithograph  presents  a view  of  the  giant  works  of  the  Vallum 
at  this  point.  On  examining  the  ditch  of  the  Wall  and  the  Vallum 
here,  it  is  difficult  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  both  have  been  excavated 
at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  gangs  of  workmen.  An  inspection 
of  the  north  agger  of  the  Vallum,  also,  will  show  how  ill  its  appearance 
accords  with  Horsley's  theory  that  it  was  Agricola's  military  way. 

One  other  object  demands  attention  before  proceeding  on  our 
journey.  To  the  south  of  the  plantation,  nnd  nearly  opposite  the  eas- 
tellum,  is  another  temporary  encampment.  Its  earthen  entrenchments, 
its  gateways,  and  the  traverses  in  front  of  them  are  distinctly  visible. 

The  works  now  pass  over  Topper  Moor.  The  north  fosse  of  the 
Wall  here  is  in  excellent  preservation.  The  materials  taken  out  of  it 
are  piled  on  its  outer  margin,  as  if  they  had  just  been  thrown  from  the 
wheelbarrows  of  the  labourers.  Almost  immediately  after  passing  a 
small  limestone  quarry,  the  site  of  a mile-castle  will  l>e  discerned  on  the 
left  side  of  the  road,  and  soon  after  this  wc  come  to  Procolitia.  the 
seventh  stationary  camp  on  the  line  of  the  Wall.  It  is  very  nearly 
three  miles  and  a half  distant  from  Ciixrntm. 
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VIII.— PROCOLITIA. 

Though  in  a lofty  and  exposed  situation,  being  about  six  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  this  station  is  to  some  extent 
sheltered  by  the  hills  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood.  The  absence  of 
human  habitations  gives  to  the  visitor  an  oppressive  sense  of  loneliness. 

The  general  outline  of  the  station  is  easily  made  out,  and  if  its 
walls  were  divested  of  the  ruins  which  encumber  them,  they  would  pro- 
bably be  found  standing  several  feet  high.  The  area  of  the  station  is 
three  acres  and  a half.  The  Wall  forms  its  northern  boundary.  The 
eastern  and  western  gateways  are  easily  distinguished  ; they  are  opposite 
each  other,  and  are  nearer  the  northern  than  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  station.  The  Vallum  has  come  up  on  each  side  to  the  defence  of 
these  gateways.  A gentle  dip  in  the  middle  of  the  south  rampart  indi- 
cates the  position  of  the  southern  gateway.  The  southern  comers  are 
rounded  off,  but  the  side  walls  of  the  station,  in  joining  the  great  Wall 
on  the  north,  seem  to  preserve  their  rectilinear  course.' 

The  fosse  in  front  of  the  southern  rampart  is  broad  and  distinctly 
marked.  The  western  rampart  is  defended  by  two  ditches,  but  as  both 
together  only  equal  the  width  of  the  south  fosse,  the  arrangement,  as 
Mr.  McLauchlan  suggests,  is  probably  the  result  of  some  alteration  sub- 
sequent to  the  original  formation  of  tbe  place.'  Outside  the  western 
wall  are  extensive  remains  of  suburban  buildings ; some  also  lie  to  the 
south  of  the  camp.  A natural  valley,  consisting  at  present  of  boggy 
ground,  permeated  bv  a stream  of  clear  water,  gives  additional  strength 
to  the  western  side  of  the  station,  and  forms  an  independent  fortification 
to  the  extra-mural  buildings  in  that  quarter.  Few  stations  have  had 


1 Mr.  McLunchlan  find*  that  4<tl»e  hearing  of  the  north  wall  of  the  station  is  about  one 
degree  more  towards  the  north  than  that  of  the  great  Wall,  and  about  threw  degrees  more  than 
that  of  the  Vallum.”  He  hence  infers: — “This  want  of  conformity  in  structure  would  lead  us  to 
a supposition  that  the  station  was  built  before  either  the  Vallum  ortlu*  Wall:  audit  is  not  impossible 
that  tin*  two  north  angles  were  rounded  like  the  two  south  ones,  and  destroyed  in  the  construction 
of  the  Wall,  which  probably  formed  nearly  a straight  line  with  the  north  front." — Memoir,  p.  IW. 

This  cannot  have  been  one  of  Agrieola’s  forts.  There  is  no  defile  or  itn|iortant  pass  to  be 
defended,  ft  is  scarcely  credible  that  the  station  can  have  been  planted  lien*  for  any  purpose  but 
that  of  sheltering  the  mural  garrison.  The  building  of  tbe  station  would,  no  doubt,  precede,  but  im- 
mediately precede,  tbe  stretching  of  the  Wall  to  tbe  east  and  the  west  of  if. 

* The  same  is  the  case  at  .JT!»irA. — See  Memoir,  p.  34. 
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such  an  abundant  supply  of  water  as  I’ium  hi.iti  a.  In  the  western  defile 
there  was  in  Horsley's  days  a well  eased  with  Homan  masonry — the 
country  jwople  called  it  a bath  ; no  traces  of  it  exist  now.  liesides  this, 
three  “springs”  are  marked  in  Mr.  McLauehluu’s  plan  of  the  station  ; 
two  to  the  north  of  it,  and  one  near  its  south-west  comer.  The  lmrying- 
ground  of  the  station  seems  to  have  been  between  it  and  the  castellum 
to  the  east  of  it.1 

The  modern  name  of  this  station  is  Carrawhurgh,  which  Wallis, 
as  if  to  bring  etymology  into  disrepute,  says  is  derived  "from  the  Saxon 
Burgos  or  Brough,  and  the  emperor  Carausius  who  repaired  it.” 

The  Nothin  informs  us  that  the  tribune  of  the  first,  cohort  of  the 
Batavians  was  quartered  at  Bkocoutia.  Several  inscriptions  bearing  the 
name  of  this  cohort  have  lieen  found  here;  the  inference  is  natural,  that 


tlie  Carrawburgh  of 
the  modern  borderer 

PORTVBAB 

is  the  Piiocoi.itia  of 

COM.  I.  BATAVOB[TM] 

rgrfii  — 

the  Raman  empire. 

CVI  PRABEBT  ■— r 

A slab  1ms  already 

MR  LACC1NIVS 

been  given  (p.  66), 

XARCELLVB  PRJE[FfiCTV6] 

i \ 

curved  by  the  first 

, To  Fortune 

cohort  of  the  Bata- 

r  , K' 

The  1st  cohort  of  Batavians  / 

immm 

vians,  when  Maxi- 

croininanded  by 

minus  Wiis  enqxTor. 

Melaeeiuius  ££■ 

- — 

An  altar,  now  pre- 

Mnrccllus the  Prefect.  / — n 

served  in  the  library 

m 

of  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  at  Durham, 

which  was  found  here,  and  which  is  shown  in  the  engraving,  gives  us 
the  name  of  the  same  body  of  forces.  The  country  from  which  the 
Batavians  came  appears  to  have  been  that  which  lies  between  the  modern 


1 Dr.  Litigat'd  litis  tin*  following  note:— “A  hundred  yards east  of  the  station  is  the  castle- 
stead.  The  burying-plnee  is  lietween  it  and  the  station;  bones,  «fcc.,  found  in  it,*' — The 
Rev.  John  Hodgson,  speaking  of  the  ditch  of  the  Vallum  here,  says,  that  it  had  been  filled  up  with 
earth  and  rubbish,  and  that  “among  the  rubbish  were  bones,  teeth,  and  horns  of  deer  and  other 
animals;  also,  much  masons’  sandstone  chipping*,  os  deep  as  ten  feet  below  the  surface.  ’Hie 
quarrymen  also  told  roe  that  urns,  with  ashes  in  them,  were  not  un frequently  found  here." — Hist. 
Northumberland,  Pt.  II.,  Vul.  ill.,  p.  *sd. 
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cities  of  Rotterdam  and  Leyden.  These  troops  were  early  introduced 
into  Britain.  Tacitus  tells  us  that  Agricola  commenced  the  battle  of 
the  Grampians  (a.d.  84)  by  ordering  three  Batavian  and  two  Tungrian 
cohorts  to  charge  the  enemy,  sword  in  hand.  When  the  first  cohort 
took  up  its  quarters  at  Procomtia  we  have  no  means  of  knowing;  it 
was  here  a.d.  2,17,  and  it  was  here  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  century 
when  the  Notitia  was  compiled. 

The  Batavians,  however,  were  not  the  only  troops  who  have  left  a 
memorial  behind  them  at  Carrawburgh.  The  broken  and  imperfect  slab 
heio  drawn  was 
found  in  the 
north-east  cor- 
ner of  the  sta- 
tion in  1838. 

The  Rev.  John 
Hodgson  gives 
it  in  the  appen- 
dix to  his  last 
volume,  but  he 
does  not  at- 
tempt to  give 
a reading  of  it. 

Mr.  Roach  Smith  was  the  first  to  perceive  its  historical  value.1  Aulus 
l’latorius  Nepos  was  the  personal  friend  of  Hadrian  and  his  representa- 
tive in  Britain.  Under  him  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  construction 
of  the  Wall  was  chiefly  prosecuted.  In  the  labour  of  erecting 
this  station,  the  Aquitani  probably  took  a jmrt.  We  have  only  one 
other  memorial  of  this  cohort  in  Britain,  and  this  also  belongs  to 
the  reign  of  Hadrian.  A bronze  plate  found  at  Riveling,  in  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  contains  the  name  of  the  first  cohort  of 
Aquitani,  and  of  several  other  bodies  of  troops,  then  under  the  command 
of  A.  Platorius  Nepos  in  Britain,  who  had  earned  the  privilege  of 
citizenship,  and  other  rewards,  at  the  hand  of  the  government.  It  is 

1 ( Vtllectanen  Antiijim,  Yol.  II.,  ji.  IT?. 
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difficult,  with  evidence  like  this  before  us,  to  resist  the  opinion  that  the 
soldiers  of  Hadrian  l.milt  the  Wall. 

The  greater  part  of  the  station  is  unexplored,  and  there  is,  doubt- 
less, much  which  will  interest  the  antii|uarian,  lvinir  buried  under  the 
heaps  of  ruin  which  encumber  it.  Seldom  has  the  surface  been  broken 
in  search  of  stones  to  build  a field  dike,  or  repair  a cottage,  without 
some  objects  of  antiquity  bring  revealed.  Two  rude  but  rare  sculptures 
are  here  shown  ; lmtli  of  them,  unhappily,  are  sadly 
mutilated.  The  figure  of  Neptune  was.  when  Wallis 
wrote,  built  up  in  the  "able  of  a cot- 
tage at  ( 'arraw.  It  was  derived  from 
the  station,  lmt  from  wlmt.  part  of  it 
cannot  now  be  ascertained. 

Neptune  does  not 
seem  to  have  been 
a popular  deity 
with  the  troops 
along  the  line  of 
the  Wall,  verv  few 


Sit®,  13  mabet*  by  U mct-c*- 


It  l1  ltiOhet  bjr  C fe«\  tr  i&cLr*. 


altars  being  dedicated  to  him.  The  Batavians,  however,  as  coming 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  sea,  and  from  a part  of  the  coast  so  much 
intersected  by  rivers  ns  to  render  appropriate  the  designation  of  ( kesar, 
‘•Insula  Batavorum,”  may  he  supposed  to  have  had  sonic  predilection 
for  the  marine  deity.  The  sculpture  is  now  in  Newcastle.  The  other 
carving  represents  Minerva,  and,  if  we  may  venture  to  judge  from  the 
small  portion  of  the  other  figure  which  remains,  ,'Eseulapius.  Wisdom 
all  men  need  at  all  times,  and  too  often  they  require  the  services  of  the 
professors  of  the  healing  art.  This  curious  stone  is  now  at  Chesters. 


Leaving  Carrawburgh  we  soon  reach  Carraw,  once  the  rural  retreat 
of  the  Priors  of  Hexham.  Few  places  could  afford  a more  eligible 
asylum  when  fever  or  plague  raged  in  the  low-lying,  wall-encircled, 
undrained  town  ; and  ever,  in  the  autumn,  the  moors  of  the  neighbour- 
hood would  give  to  the  falconer,  be  he  clerical  or  lay,  abundant  means  of 
successfully  applying  liis  craft. 
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Two  inscriptions  have  lately  been  found  at  Car  raw.  One  of 
them  is  of  the  legionary  kind,  though  very  rude,  and  probably  belonging 

vexillat[io] 

leqiox[ja]  VI  / 

A vfxillution  of 
tli**  sixth  legion. 

} avpid[iv}?  RVFI 
The  century  of  Authlius  Rufus. 

to  a late  period;  the  other  is  a eenturial  stone  of  the  ordinary  character. 

A little  to  the  west  of  Carraw  farm-house,  and  somewhat  south  of 
the  Wall,  the  Roman  military  wav  may  be  detected.  A large  tree 
grows  upon  it.  Shortly  after  leaving  Carraw,  the  site  of  another  mile- 
castle  appears.  Farther  to  the  west,  and  crowning  a knoll  on  our  left, 
is  a temporary  Roman  camp,  called  Drown  Hikes,  furnished  with  traverses. 
The  site  may  be  recognised  bv  the  greenness  of  the  herbage.  There 
are  evident  traces  of  ancient  freestone  quarries  near  it.  On  the  crown 
of  the  next  elevation  the  works  are  brought  into  close  proximity, 
apparently  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  an  extensive  bog  on  the  north, 
and  of  maintaining  possession  of  the  apex  of  the  hill  on  the  south. 
The  earth-works  are  very  boldly  devclojicd,  but  are  in  a ragged  state. 
Before  reaching  the  humble  cottage  called  Shield-on-the-Wall,  another 
mile-castle  is  passed. 

We  must  now,  to  adopt,  the  language  of  Hutton, " quit  the  lieautilul 
scenes  of  cultivation,  and  enter  upon  the  rude  of  nature,  and  the  wreck 
of  antiquity.”  Four  great  mountain  waves  are  before  us.  and  seem  to 
chase  each  other  to  the  north,  on  which  side  their  crests  rise  almost 
perpendicularly.  To  the  highest  of  these,  the  second  from  the  south, 
the  Wall  directs  its  course.  It  is  a ridge  of  basalt,  which  crosses  the 
island  obliquely,  from  Holy  Island  to  Cumberland. 

After  passing  the  rivulet,  just  beyond  the  twenty-seventh  milestone, 
the  works  part  company,  the  Vallum  taking  the  " tail"  of  the  hill,  and 
the  Wall  its  precipitous  ridge.  The  drawing  opposite  shows  the  nature 
of  the  country  before  us. 
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Before  approaching Sewingshields  farm-house,  which  is  on  the  line  of 
the  Wall,  an  experienced  eye  will  detect  the  Roman  military  way.  It  runs 
at  first  nearly  parallel  with  the  Wall,  at  about  thirty-six  puces  from  it ; 
lint,  in  its  subsequent  course,  recedes  from  the  harrier,  or  approaches  it, 
according  to  the  position  of  the  mile-castles,  and  the  nature  of  the 
ground.  With  hut  few  interruptions,  it  may  be  traced,  by  the  apiieamnce 
of  the  herbage,  by  its  slightly  elevated  rounded  form,  and  by  the 
occasional  protrusion  of  the  stones  composing  it,  all  the  way  from 
Sewingshields  to  Thirlwall. 

The  north  fosse,  which  we  have  had  in  view  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  our  journey,  accompanies  the  Wall  for  a short  distance  up 
the  hill ; but  when  the  ground  becomes  precipitous,  it  dies  out.  The 
moment,  however,  that  the  Wall  approaches  the  low  ground,  or  sinks 
into  a hollow,  it  reappears,  even  though  its  assistance  should  be  required 
for  but  a short  distance. 

We  now  begin  the  ascent  of  the  hill.  The  Wall,  when  Dr.  languid 
passed  this  way  in  1807,  was  five  foot  high  ; it  is  now  almost  entirely 
removed,  its  track  alone  being  visible,  marked  by  the  rubble  of  its 
foundation.  The  facing  stones  of  the  Wall  have  been  largely  used  in 
the  reparation  and  extension  of  the  Sewingshields  farm-buildings. 

Half-way  up  the  hill,  before  reaching  the  form-house1,  the  site  of  a 
mile-castle  will  be  perceived  ; its  area  is  planted  with  fir  trees.  Imme- 
diately opposite  this  castcllum,  and  to  the  south  of  the  modem  military 
road,  is  another  of  those  temporary  camps,  of  which  we  have  already 
s|>oken. 

The  prospect  from  the  heights  of  Sewingshields  is  extensive  and 
fine.  In  addition  to  objects  with  which  we  are  already  familiar,  the 
Cumbrian  mountains  come  into  view,  and  the  Eildou  hills,  near  Melrose, 
arc  occasionally  visible. 

When  the  traveller  has  regaled  his  eye  with  distant  forms,  it  will 
he  well  for  him  to  attend  to  some  objects  of  antiquarian  interest  in  his 
immediate  vicinity.  About  a furlong  north  of  the  Wall,  and  nearly 
opposite  the  mile-castle,  is  an  earthwork,  belonging  apparently  to  the 
ancient  British  period.  It  consists  of  a slightly  elevated  platform,  of  a 
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somewhat  trapezoidal  shape,  surrounded  by  a well-defined  ditch.  Within 
its  area  are  some  of  those  rounded  forms,  which  arc  supposed  to  Is' 
indicative  of  the  dwellings  of  our  rude  ancestors.  At  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  encampment,  and  inclosed  within  the  general  rampart, 
is  a circular  space,  depressed  below  -the  general  level,  and  probably 
formed  for  cattle.  This  small  encampment  has  a weak  and  defenceless 
asj>eet  at  present ; but  when  the  whole  surrounding  waste  was  a morass 
or  forest,  it  would  be  comparatively  sheltered  and  secure. 

To  the  west  of  this,  and  in  a direction  nearly  north-cast  from  the 
farm-house,  is  the  site  of  a mediieval  stronghold,  called  Sewingshields 
Castle.  It  is  referred  to  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  the  sixth  canto  of 
“ Harold  the  Dauntless,”  under  the  denomination  of  the  Castle  of  the 
Seven  Shields.' 

“ No  to  word  are  soon 

On  tlie  wild  heath,  hut  those  that  Fancy  Imilds. 

And,  pave  a fosse  that  tracks  the  moor  with  green, 

Is  nought  remains  to  tell  of  what  may  there  have  been. 

And  vet  grave  authors,  with  the  no  small  waste 
Of  their  grave  time,  have  dignified  the  s|x>t 
By  theories,  to  prove  the  fortress  placed 
By  Homan  hands,  to  curb  the  invading  Scot. 

Hutchinson,  Horsley,  Camden,  I might  quote. 

But  rather  choose  the  theory  less  civil. 

Of  l>oors,  who,  origin  of  things  forgot, 

Refer  still  to  the  origin  of  evil. 

And  for  their  master-mason  choose  that  master-fiend  the  Devil.” 

A vaulted  chamber,  the  lust  remains  of  the  castle,  was  removed  by  the 
present  farm  tenant,  Mr.  Errington,  several  years  ago.  The  site  of  the 
castle  may,  in  favourable  circumstances,  be  discerned  in  the  centre  of 
the  only  patch  of  ground  north  of  the  Wall  that  is  in  tillage.  Between 
the  castle  and  the  encampment  formerly  described  are  some  circular 
mounds,  the  remains  probably  of  dwellings  of  an  ancient  date. 

The  farm-house  at  Sewingshields  is  entirely  built  out  of  the 
stones  of  the  Wall.  Its  kindly  occupants  have  lived  through  more  than 


1 .Scott  prubuhly  took  the  name  from  Camden,  who  culU  it  “ Senven-tdtah*." 
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tlnvc1  generations,  and  can  tell  of  times  anil  traditions  that  are  fast 
passing  into  oblivion.1  A centurial  stone  is  built  up  in  front  of  the  gig- 
house.  There  is  also  a walling  stone,  derived  from  this  vicinity,  now 

'J  CKVrVRIA  r.KLLl'lJ 
PHJLIPt*[l] 

The  century  of  Uetliun 
Phili(ipu«. 

L Bo,  II. 

AVO. 

The  second  Legion 

the  August. 

in  the  Castle  of  Newcastle.  They  are  represented  in  the  woodcuts. 

Ascending  the  crest  of  the  hill,  in  our  course  westward,  the  site  of 
another  mile-castle  is  soon  reached.  The  highest  point  of  the  crag  is 


1 The  memory  of  tin*  Homans  has*  been  retained  in  the  traditions  of  the  district.  The 
facts  of  history  having,  however,  lieen  much  distorted  by  the  usual  legends  of  the  dark  ages, 
these  ancient  tales  are  lightly  regarded  by  the  present  generation. 

The  memory  of  the  age  subsequent  to  the  Koinan  also  lives  in  their  traditions.  King 
Arthur  and  his  an*  “freshly  remembered"  by  the  people.  The  following  tale  is  worthy  of 

repetition.  Mr.  Hodgson,  from  whose  pages  it  is  taken,  says,  “ For  the  hroad  outlines  of  the 
story,  I am  indebted  to  the  inquiries  ana  graphic  pen  of  Miss  Carlyle,  of  ('nrlisie  [Mrs.  Maclean, 
of  Kazonhv  Hall  : for  parts  of  its  detail  and  colouring  to  old  inhabitants  of  the  neighliourliood.  ’ 
**  Immemorial  tradition  has  asserts!  that  King  Arthur,  his  tjueen,  Guenever,  his  court  of 
lords  and  ladies,  and  his  hounds,  were  enchanted  in  some  cave  of  the  crags,  or  in  a hall  below  the 
castle  of  Sewingshields,  and  would  continue  entranced  there  till  someone  should  first  blow  a bugle- 
horn  that  lay  on  a table  near  the  entrance  of  the  hall,  and  then  with  ‘ the  sword  of  the  stone’  cut 
a garter  also  placed  there  beside  it.  Hut  none  had  ever  heard  where  the  entrance  to  this  enchanted 
hall  was.  till  the  [herd  bov]  at  Sewingshields,  about  fifty  years  since,  was  sitting  knitting  on  the  ruins 
of  the  castle,  and  his  clew  fell,  and  ran  downwards  through  a rush  of  briars  and  nettles,  ms  he 
supposed,  into  n deep  subterranean  passage.  Full  in  the  faith  that  the  entrance  into  King 
Arthur's  hull  was  now  discovered,  he  cleared  the  hriary  portal  of  its  weeds  nnd  rubbish,  and 
entering  u vaulted  passage,  followed,  in  his  darkling  way,  tlie  thread  of  his  clew.  The  floor  was 
infested  with  toads  and  lizards;  nnd  the  dark  wings  of  tats,  disturtad  by  his  unhallowed  intrusion, 
flitted  fearfully  around  him.  At  length  his  sinking  faith  was  strengthened  by  a dim,  distant 
light,  which,  as  he  advanced,  grew  gradually  brighter,  till,  all  at  once,  lie  entered  a vast  and 
vaulted  hall,  in  the  centre  of  which  u fire  without  fuel,  from  a broad  crevice  in  the  floor,  blazed 
with  a high  and  lambent  flame,  that  showed  all  the  carved  walls  and  fretted  roof,  and  the  monarch 
and  his  oueen  and  court  reposing  around  in  a theatre  of  thrones  and  costly  couches.  On  the  floor, 
lievond  tlie  fire,  lay  the  faithful  and  deep-toned  pack  of  thirty  couple  of  hounds  ; and  on  a table 
liefore  it  the  spell-dissolving  horn,  sword,  and  garter.  The  [youth]  reverently,  hut  firmly,  grasped 
the  sw  ord,  and  as  he  drew  it  leisurely  from  its  rusty  scabbard,  the  eyes  of  the  monarch  and  his 
courtiers  began  to  open,  and  they  rose  till  they  sat  upright.  He  cut  the  garter:  ami  as  the  sword 
was  being  slowly  sheathed,  the  spell  assumed  its  ancient  power,  and  they  all  gradually  sunk  to 
rest ; but  not  before  the  monarch  had  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  Lands,  and  exclaimed  : — 

O woe  tatide  that  evil  day 
On  which  this  witless  wight  wns  horn, 

Who  drew  the  sword — the  garter  cut, 

But  never  blew  tlie  bugle-horn. 

Terror  brought  on  loss  of  memory,  and  the  shepherd  was  unable  to  find  again  the  entrance  to 
the  enchanted  hull.” — Hodgson’s  Northumberland,  Part  II.,  Yol.  III.,  p.  1?87. 
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about  nine  hundred  and  sixty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Broomlce 
Lough  here  conies  boldly  into  view.  Immediately  to  the  north  of  us 
two  strata  of  sandstone  crop  out  to  the  day.  The  highest  points  of  each 
ledge  is  called  the  King's  and  Queen's  Crags,  from  an  ancient  tradition, 
that  on  one  occasion,  whilst  seated  on  them,  King  Arthur  and  his  Queen, 
Guenevcr,  engaged  in  a somewhat  lively  altercation.'  Between  the  Wall 
and  the  Queen's  Crag  the  Roman  quarrymen  have  left  traces  of  their 
industry.  Many  wedge-holes,  intended  for  the  dislodgment  of  fresh 
blocks  of  stone,  remain. 

Before  descending  from  the  elevated  |>osition  on  which  we  now 
are,  it  may  be  well  to  pay  some  attention  to  an  ancient  cutting,  lielongiug 
to  these  parts,  called  the  Black  Dike.  It  consists  simply  of  a ditch, 
with  a rampart  on  its  east  side,  formed  of  the  earth  and  stones  taken 
out  of  it.  In  the  old  maps  of  Northumberland  it  is  represented  as  ex- 
tending from  the  north-west  extremity  of  Northumberland  to  the  Tyne 
at  Water  House,  near  Bardon  Mill ; it  reappears  at  Morley,  and  is  said 
to  go  by  Allenheads  into  the  county  of  Durham.  We  see,  from  the 
height  on  which  we  stand,  a plantation  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley, 
to  the  south  of  us,  called  the  “Black  Dike  Planting.”  The  fosse  of  the 
dike  from  which  it  takes  its  name  may  be  discerned  on  the  west  side  of  it. 
The  point  where  the  dike  crossed  the  Wall  has  long  been  a matter  of 
speculation.  It  probably  crossed  it,  from  the  south,  at  the  opening  west 
of  Busy  Gap,  and  then,  as  the  Wall  there  is  running  in  a northerly 
direction,  it  took  the  course  which  the  Wall  now  does,  as  far  as  the  foot 
of  the  Sewingshields  Crag ; it  then  made  off  for  the  northern  wastes, 
passing  the  Queen's  and  King's  Crags.  Where  the  course  of  tin-  two 
structures  coincides,  the  Wall  has  destroyed  all  traces  of  it ; but  then* 
are  some  remains  of  it  north  of  Sewingshields  ( 'nig.  The  stone  dike, 
which  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the  Sewingshields  property. 

1 Kinjf  Arthur,  seated  on  the  farthest  reck,  was  talking  with  his  Q««*n,  who,  meanwhile, 
wa««»npi"vii  in  “ doin<r  her  I tack  huir.H  J^mp  expression  oft  »uenever*s  haviii^otfended  his  Majesty, 
he  seized  u rock  which  lay  near  him,  ami  threw  it  at  her— a distance  of  aliout  a quarter  ol  a mile. 
The  Quern,  with  irre«r  dexterity,  caught  it  ujion  her  comb,  and  so  warded  on  the  Mow.  The 
•tone,  which  weijrhs  about  twenty  tons,  fell  Wtween  them,  hut  it  bears  to  this  day  the  marks  of 
the  tomb.  (*eolo*rists  would  say  that  the  marks  are  caused  by  the  action  of  the  weather. 
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probal >ly  represents  its  course.  Nothing  is  known  respecting  the  object 
for  which  this  cutting  was  made.  It  may  have  been  intended  as  a 
boundary  line  between  two  territories., 

Proceeding  westward,  we  descend  into  a brood  basin-like  recess  in 
the  mountain  ridge  called  Busy  Gap.  As  the  Wall  at  this  point  is  more 
than  usually  exposed  to  attack  it  is  not  only  strengthened  with  the  fosse 
which  generally  defends  it  in  the  low  grounds,  but  has  the  additional 
protection  of  a rampart  of  triangular  form  outside  the  fosse.  This 
rampart  is  double  on  the  western  side.  Busy  (Jap  seems  to  have  been 
the  pass  chiefly  frequented  by  the  mosstroo|K>rs  and  marauders  of  the 
middle  ages.  A Busy  Gap  rogue  was  a name  of  reproach  as  late  as  the 
close  of  the  seventeenth  century.  When  Camden  and  Cotton  visited 
the  Wall  they  durst  not  venture  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Busy  Gap 
“ for  the  rank  robtiers  thereabouts.”  Matters  are  entirely  changed  now; 
in  no  part  of  the  kingdom  is  there  greater  security  of  person  and  property. 

Ascending  the  western  side  of  the  Gap  we  come  to  a gate  called 
the  King's  Wicket,  through  which  a drove  road  passes.  The  gate  is 
well  situated  for  defence  and  may  have  been  a Homan  passage. 

The  site  of  another  mile-castle  is  soon  reached,  which  is  remarkable 
as  having  a declivity  of  about  one  in  five.  Hodgson,  who  saw  the  castle 

3 rt»HiKi  r ^ ^ in  a less  dilapidated  state 

P[aS6Y»]  XXII  ) JF  TOP  I W th«l>  h « present,  says 

The  ccnturv of  Fiorirms  > Y>  V SCm  ^ that  it  had  “an  interior 
[built] twMip-two  pno'«.  L ^ 1 ■ ■ wall  on  every  side  at  the 

distance  of  about  twenty  feet  from  the  exterior  wall,"  from  which  he 
inferred  “ that  the  space  between  the  walls  had  l>con  roofed,  and 
the  centre  uncovered.”  Near  the  mile-castle  was  discovered  the  edi- 
torial stone  engraved  above.  The  peculiarity  of  it  is  that  it  seems  to 
state  the  number  of  paces  executed  by  the  century  in  question.' 

‘ Mr.  MeLnuchlnn  has  investigated  this  subject  with  great  care.  The  substance  of  his 
enquiries  is  given  iu  the  text  £ee  Memoir,  |>p.  iir,  42. 

•The  tablets  found  on  the  Antonine  Wall  frequently  mention  the  number  of  pares  executed 
by  the  troops  whose  names  they  ln-nr,  but  the  quantities  named  are  uniformly  much  larger  than  in 
the  cum  before  us,  and  in  someothers  that  we  shall  soon  meet  with. 
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The  Vallum  in  this  part  of  its  course  is  well  developed.  The  wood- 
cut  represents  it  as  the  traveller  will  see  it  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Moss 
Kenncll  farm-house. 

Two  narrow  but 
rather  steep  gaps  are 
passed  in  quick  succes- 
sion, and  we  soon  after- 
wards reach  the  Knag 
Burn,  the  eastern  boun- 
dary of  the  station  of 
Housesteads.  Between 
the  burn  and  the  station 
the  Wall  is  in  excellent 
preservation.  It  has  been  brought  into  its  present  state  by  placing  the 
fallen  stones  upon  the  courses  which  remained  in  position  ; live  courses 
are  original,  three  have  been  replaced  ; close  to  the  station  all  the 
stones  are  as  the  Homans  left  them. 

VIII.— BORCOVICUS. 

Housesteads  is  rather  more  than  four  miles  and  three-quarters 
from  the  last  station,  Carrawburgh.  As  it  is  at  a distance  from  the 
great  centres  of  population  it  has  boon  loss  drawn  upon  for  its  stores  of 
stone  than  most  other  stations ; and  as,  still  more  happily,  it  is  the 
property  of  a gentleman  who  has  a reverence  for  the  past,  and  is  himself 
well  versed  in  antiquarian  lore,  it  is  not  only  protected  from  injury,  but 
made,  by  the  judicious  development  of  its  structure,  to  furnish  lessons  of 
the  highest  import  to  the  arclneologist  and  the  historian.  Alexander 
Gordon  says  of  this  station,  “ It  is  unquestionably  the  most  remarkable 
and  magnificent  in  the  whole  island  of  Britain.”  Stukeley,  who  visited  it 
along  with  Roger  Gale  in  1 7 ’25,  says,  “ With  great  regret  we  left  the  place, 
deserving  to  be  accounted  the  Tadinor  of  Britain.”  And  even  the  cool 
and  cautious  Horsley  speaks  of  “ The  famous  station  of  Housesteads.” 
When  these  writers  visited  the  place  numerous  altars  and  stones,  more  or 
less  mutilated,  bestrewed  the  ground.  These  interesting  memorials  of  the 
empire  are  now  safely  lodged  in  the  Castle  of  Newcastle.  What  the 
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visitor  loses  by  their  removal  is  inmv  tlmn  made  up  by  tbe  skilful 
disinterment  of  the  ramparts.  gateways,  and  prineipal  buildings,  effected 
by  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Clayton.  Tbe  Englishman  who  is  interested 
in  the  early  history  of  his  country,  must  not  omit  a visit  to  Boueovici  s. 

The  site  of  the  station  is  skilfully  chosen.  It  consists  of  a platform 
somewhat  elevated  above  the  contiguous  around,  but  much  less  exposed 
to  the  blasts  which  sweep  the  mural  chain  than  the  cliff's  to  the  east  or 
the  west  of  it.  Its  aspect,  as  approached  from  the  east,  is  shown  in  the 
opposite  lithograph.  Its  height  above  tbe  sea  is  about  seven  hundred 
and  thirty  feet.  The  floor  of  the  station  is  thus  described  by  the 
liev.  John  Hodgson  : — 

“ Half  of  it  lmnga  on  a slope,  with  a southern  aspect ; the  other,  or  northern  hall, 
is  Hat,  floored  with  basalt,  covers  the  summit  of  a lofty  ridge,  and  commands  a prospect 
on  the  east,  south,  and  west,  fur  away  beyond  the  valley  of  the  Tyne,  over  blue,  air-tinted 
grounds,  and  lofty  mountains ; and  to  the  north  of  the  Wall  over  the  vast  waste  of  the 
forest  of  Lowes,  where  indeed  ‘a  proud,  stupendous  solitude  frowns  o’er  the  heath.*” 


As  will  be  seen,  on  inspecting  the  accompanying  plan  of  the  station,  its 
greatest  length  is  from  east  to  west,  and  its  northern  and  southern  irate- 
ways  a tv  nearer  its  east  end  than  the  west.  Its  whole  area  is  about 
five  acres.  All  the  walls  of  the  station  are  standing,  most  of  them  to 

an  unusual  height. 
The  western  wall, 
in  particular,  pre- 
sents a sjieetaele, 
which  even  those 
who  have  visited 
the  Italian  Pom- 
peii will  not  des- 
pise. All  the  cor- 
ners of  the  station 
are  rounded.  The 
south-western  cor- 
ner is  depicted  in 

the  woodcut.  The  masonry  at  this  point  evidently  belongs  to  two 
periods.  The  elongated  stones  of  the  upper  courses  have  probably  been 
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deposited  in  their  present  bed  during  the  reparations  clVccted  by  Severus. 
The  northern  angles  of  the  station  have  been  rounded  oft-,  as  well  tes 
the  southern,  mid  its  northern  rampart  is  quite  independent  of  the  main 
structure.  Xo  one  can  doubt  that  the  station  was  rendered  complete 
before  the  Wall  was  annexed  to  it ; and  yet  no  one  who  examines  the 
whole  subject  will  fail  to  see  that  but  for  the  Wall  the  station  of 
llnitcovicus  would  never  have  existed.  The  woodcut,  here  given,  shows 
the  Wall  as  it  coalesces 
with  the  north-west  corner 
of  the  station. 

The  Vallum  is  nearly 
obliterated  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  station.  This  was 
a necessary  result  of  the 
dense  population  of  which, 
in  Roman  times,  Boiioovi- 
ccs  was  the  centre.  From 
a careful  observation,  how- 
ever, of  its  course  on  the  east  and  west  of  the  camp,  Mr.  Melsiuohlan 
concludes  that  it  passed  about  a hundred  yards  below  the  south  rampart 
of  the  station. 

All  the  gateways  of  Housesteads  tire  in  an  excellent  state  of  preserva- 
tion. As  the  western  is  the  most  complete,  and  all  the*  others  have  been 
constructed  upon  the  same  plan,  it  may  with  propriety  first  engage  our 
attention.  The  “ view"  of  the  gateway  terming  the  frontispiece,  together 
with  a ground  plan,  will 
render  a lengthened  ver- 
bal description  unneces- 
sary. The  gateway  has 
been,  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  double.  Two  walls  are  to  be  passed  Itefore  the  camp  can  be 
entered,  each  of  these  is  provided  with  two  apertures  or  portals,  anil 
each  of  the  outside  portals  has  been  supplied  with  two-leaved  gates.  A 
guard-chamber  has  l>een  placed  on  each  side  of  the  gateway,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  sentries  on  duty.  The  walls  of  the  north  chandler. 
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in  the  case  before  us,  stand  fourteen  courses  high,  and  if  a roof  were 
put  on  it  might  again  be  occupied.  It  has  been  heated  by  a flue  running 
round  three  sides  of  it  beneath  the  flooring.  The  masonry  of  the  central 
pillars  and  the  jambs  is  peculiarly  massive,  and  of  the  kind  generally 
denominated  rustic.  The  projecting  stones  of  both  the  jambs  are  worn 
in  a manner  which  suggests  the  idea  that  the  soldiers,  while  loitering 
about  the  gate,  had  used  them  for  whetting  their  knives  or  weapons  upon. 
In  the  centre  of  each  roadway  an  upright  stone  has  been  placed,  against 
which  the  leaves  of  the  gates  struck  when  closed.  One  of  these  is  still 
standing  in  the  position  in  which  it  was  when  discovered.  From  the 
fragments  of  decayed  wood  and  corroded  iron,  which  have  been  found  in 
the  gateways  at  Housestcads  and  elsewhere,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  leaves  of  the  doors  consisted  of  wood,  strengthened  with  iron  plates 
and  studs.  Each  gate  has  moved  upon  an  iron  pivot,  let  into  the 
threshold  below  and  the  lintel  above.  Many  of  the  pivot-holes  still 
exist,  and  when  newly  exposed,  they  arc  generally  found  to  be  coloured 
with  the  oxide  of  iron.  Appearances  warrant  the  supposition  that  the 
portals  of  this  gateway  were  crowned  above  by  arches  of  stone.  In 
other  instances  the  voussoirs  or  arch-stones  remain.  A circular  head- 
way, cut  out  of  a single  stone,  seems  to  have  covered  the  entrance  into 
each  of  the  guard-chambers.  Several  examples  of  these  stones  have 
been  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  gateways  of  this  and  other 
stations. 

Although,  as  originally  constructed,  this  gateway  was  double,  one 
of  its  ]M)rtals  had  been  closed  with  masonry  of  an  inferior  character,  at 
some  period  subsequent  to  its  first  erection.  The  same  has  been  the 
ease  with  every'  gateway  in  this  station,  and,  as  far  as  is  known,  with 
the  gateways  in  the  other  stations  of  the  Wall,  and  with  those  of  the 
mile-castles.  It  is  quite  evident  that  a period  of  disaster  must  have 
passed  over  the  mural  region  compelling  the  various  garrisons  to  stand 
more  upon  the  defensive  than  tile  original  constructors  of  the  Wall 
contemplated. 

Some  ingenuity  has  been  exercised  in  contracting  the  dimensions 
of  the  gateway  which  we  are  now  examining.  Instead  of  closing  up 
both  the  apertures  of  one  of  the  portals,  the  outer  aperture  of  the  north 
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was  blocked  up,  and  the  inner  of  the  south,  so  as  to  retard  the  progress 
of  an  enemy  who  should  attempt  to  force  his  way  in.  The  ground  plan 
(p.  181)  shows  this  arrangement,  but  the  gateway  itself,  as  depicted  in 
the  lithograph,  has  been  freed  from  all  additions  of  a late  age,  so  ns  to 
exhibit,  as  far  as  possible,  its  original  grandeur.  It  may  interest  the 
reader  to  be  informed,  that  when  Mr.  Clayton  began  his  excavations  not 
a stone  of  this  gateway  was  to  be  seen.  The  whole  was  buried  under 
a mass  of  earth  and  disordered  building  material,  and  the  surface  was 
covered  with  turf  of  unusual  luxuriance.  The  same  remark  applies  to 
the  rest  of  the  station.  The  reader  may  conceive  what  an  enormous 
mass  of  matter  has  been  removed  in  order  to  display  the  buildings 
which  meet  his  eve.1  The  debris  is  usually  largely  mixed  with  Roman 
pottery  and  animal  matter.  Amongst  the  animal  remains  the  tusks  of 
boars  and  the  antlers  of  deer  are  frequently  conspicuous. 

The  north  gateway,  which  has  been  constructed  on  the  same  plan 
as  the  west,  is  an  exceedingly  grand  piece  of  masonry.  The  blocks  of 
which  it  is  composed  have  been  so  accurately  laid  that  to  this  day  they 
exhibit  no  signs  of  parting  or  displacement.  Its  eastern  jiortal  has 
been  walled  up  at  some  period  before  the  abandonment  of  the  station ; and 
throughout  the  whole  structure  a second  floor  has  been  laid  above  the 
original  one,  in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  accumulation  of  stone 
and  rubbish  upon  the  first  during  some  time  of  disaster.  The  angles 
of  the  basement  stones  of  the  western  aperture  an-  much  worn  by 
the  tread,  apparently,  of  the  feet  of  passengers.  The  guanl  chambers 
are  nearly  entire.  When  this  gateway  was  discovered  a road  was  found 
leading  up  to  it  by  a somewhat  steep  gradient ; the  sloping  bank  was 
removed  to  display  the  masonry  of  the  foundation. 

The  eastern  gateway  will  repay  examination.  When,  in  1833.  it  was 
freed  from  the  rubbish  which  then  encumbered  it,  its  eastern  portal  was 
found  to  have  been  walled  up  and  converted  into  a separate  apartment. 
On  the  floor  of  the  chamber,  thus  formed,  there  was  found  “a  cart  lo«id 

1 Eight  hundred  cart  lomis  of  loose  and  broken  stones  were  used  in  draining  the  bog  at  tin* 
bottom  of  the  station,  but  this  enormous  quantity  is  but  n small  fraction  of  tbe  whole  that  bus 
been  removed.  As  many  or  more  were  put  into  tiio  bog  on  the  north. 
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of  fossil  coal.”1  The  "moves,  which  have  been  formed  in  the  threshold 
ot  this  gateway,  hv  the  action,  probably,  of  chariot  wheels,  will,  however. 

he  regarded  as  its  most  re- 
markable feature.  The  wood- 
cut shows  the  indentations. 
It  might  have  been  supposed 
that  the  central  stone  against 
which  thefoldingdoorselosed 
would  have  prevented  car- 
riages entering  the  city.  This 
seems  not  to  have  been  the 
ease.  We  meet  with  parallel  instances  at  Pompeii.  In  some  of  the 
streets  of  that  exhumed  city,  which  are  only  wide  enough  to  admit  a 

single  carriage,  rows  of  stepping  stones  have 
been  planted  in  the  middle  to  enable  foot 
passengers  the  more  conveniently  to  cross. 
Notwithstanding  this  apjiarcut  obstruction, 
the  streets  have  been  freely  traversed  by 
carriages  as  the  nits  remaining  in  them 
show.  Both  at  Pompeii  and  Boiicovrts 
the  chariot  used  would  he  the  biga,  a light 
vehicle  drawn  hv  two  horses:  in  both  eases 
the  horses  would  pass  on  each  side  of  the 
projecting  stones. 

On  clearing  the  street,  on  the  inside  of 
this  gateway,  Mr.  Clayton's  workmen  found 
a mutilated  statue  of  Victory,  of  which  the 
woodcut  is  a copy.  Whoever  entered  the 
by  I : .ot  W portals  of  this  IllUI'ul  St l’OIlgl K '1(1  WUS  CXpOC- 

ted  to  do  homage  to  the  favourite  deity  of  the  Roman  soldier.  Tin- 
goddess  holds  a palm  branch  in  her  left  hand — the  right,  which  is 
broken  off,  was.  no  doubt,  extended,  and  held  the  victor's  crown. 

5 History  ot  XortliumLerlami.  l’t.  II.,  Vol.  III..  )>.  I -S“ . 
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The  southern  gateway  is  of  the  usual  massive  character.  When  laid 
bare,  its  eastern  division  was  found  to  be  blocked  up,  and  suburban  build- 
ings, the  foundations  of  which  remain,  were  erected  in  front  of  it.  The 
lithographic  plate  opposite  represents  this  gateway.  The  western  guard 
chamber  is  seen  in  the  right  hand  corner  of  the  drawing ; the  eastern 
(with  its  door-way  walled  up)  faces  the  spectator ; and  the  foundations 
of  the  massive  pillars,  which  divided  the  gateway  into  two  portions,  are 
between  them.  There  are  appearances  which  induce  the  belief  that 
some  borderer,  probably  of  the  moss-trooping  period,  had  appropriated 
the  eastern  part  of  this  gateway  to  his  own  purposes.  The  byre  in 
which  he  secured  his  cattle  at  night,  the  kiln  in  which  he  dried  his 
unripened  grain,  and  some  of  the  steps  by  which  he  ascended  to  his 
little  fortress,  over  the  cattle-shed,  may  all  be  distinguished.  He  might 
conceive  himself  to  be  an  independent  chieftain ; but  few  were  his 
comforts,  and  frail  indeed  his  tenure  of  property  or  life. 

In  the  spandril  of  a door-head,  which  is  now  lying  on  the  spot, 
and  which  has  probably  be- 
longed to  one  of  the  guard 
chambers  of  this  gateway, 
an  ornament  resembling  a 
Maltese  cross  may  be  obser- 
ved. A similar  carving  occurs 
on  another  stone  found  at 
this  station,  which  is  now  in 
the  museum  at  Chesters.  The 
woodcut  represents  it.  There 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  these  marks  have  any  Christian  reference. 

The  interior  of  the  station  is  one  mass  of  desolation.  As  it  is 
impossible  to  give  a correct  delineation  of  it,  a very  general  description 
must  suffice.  A line  of  street  is  seen  going  from  the  eastern  gate  to 
the  western,  dividing  the  station,  laterally,  into  two  equal  parts.  Two 
other  streets,  at  right  angles  to  this,  run  between  the  northern  and 
southern  ramparts,  dividing  the  station  transversely  into  three  equal 
parts ; the  most  easterly  of  these  streets  communicates  with  the  northern 
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ancl  southern  gateways ; the  other  has  no  outlet.'  The  other  streets  are 
parallel  to  these,  and  in  this  way  the  whole  interior  of  the  camp  is 
divided  into  parallelograms  of  greater  or  less  size.  The  minor  streets 
are  exceedingly  narrow. 

In  the  northern  section  of  the  middle  division  of  the  station  are  to 
be  seen  the  remains  of  some  large  buildings.  One  of  them  is  seventy- 
eight  feet  long  and  eighteen  wide.  On  the  south  side  of  it  is  another 
not  quite  so  long,  but,  apparently,  provided  with  a hypoeaust.  This 
building,  which  is  strengthened  by  buttresses,  seems  to  have  been 
adopted  by  some  borderer  as  the  substratum  of  his  own  house  ; there 
is  a kiln  in  the  middle  of  it.  Another  building,  extending  from  the 
vicinity  of  these  nearly  to  the  eastern  rampart,  and  bounded  at  its  lower 
margin  by  the  street  which  runs  between  the  eastern  and  western  gate- 
ways, has  been  recently  excavated.  It  is  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
feet  long  and  thirty  wide,  and  is  strengthened  by  numerous  buttresses. 
The  masonry  of  it  is  different  from  that  of  the  other  buildings ; its 
stones  are  larger,  and  they  have  the  feathered  tooling  that  we  noticed 
in  the  feeing  stones  of  the  abutment  of  the  bridge  over  the  North 
Tyne.  We  can  scarcely  resist  the  opinion  that  it  belongs  to  a different 
]H*riod  from  the  other  buildings.  It  may  have  been  one  of  Sevcrus’s 
restorations.  At  its  eastern  extremity  are  several  small  rooms;  one  of 
them  has  been  heated  by  underground  flues  ; in  another  is  a eistem  or 
bath,  four  feet  long  and  three  broad,  which,  when  discovered,  was  coated 
with  cement.  Some  of  these  large  buildings  were,  no  doubt,  the  halls 
in  which  the  public  business  of  the  district  was  transacted,  and  others 
were  used  as  the  residences  of  the  prefect  and  his  chief  officers.  At 
the  south-west  angle  of  this  range  of  buildings,  and  very  near  the  point 
where  the  streets  dividing  the  station,  laterally  and  transversely,  cross 
each  other,  was  found  the  fine  statue  represented  in  the  opposite 
drawing.  It  is  hoped  that  further  excavations  may  lead  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  missing  fragments. 

‘“'J’lit*  north  ami  ninth  •.Titos,  of  which  it  neeins  there  was  one  in  each  front,  were  90  placed 
opposite  each  other  ns  to  leave  alnmt  one-third  of  the  station  towards  the  east,  anti  though  the 
other  two-thirds  are  divided  by  si  visible  line,  it  is  probable  there  was  no  outlet  at  each  end  of  it.” — 
Mr.  McLauchlan’s  Memoir,  p.  39. 
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Not  for  from  the  southern  gateway  are  some  buildings,  which  in 
1858  were  freed  from  the  enormous  mass  of  debris  which  enveloped 
them ; the  rooms  are  small  but  the  masonry  is  good.  On  the  inside 
of  the  western  wall,  near  its  southern  extremity,  are  some  barrack  rooms, 
a recess  provided  with  seats,  and  a passage  which  may  have  originally 
led  to  the  top  of  the  rampart.  At  the  north-west  corner  of  the  station 
is  an  apartment  which  may  have  been  crowned  above  with  a tower. 
Between  this  and  the  west  gate  are  some  walls,  which  join  the  west 
rampart.  Besides  the  buildings  which  have  been  already  exhumed,  the 
eye  of  the  visitor,  as  it  roams  over  the  station,  will  detect  several  blocks 
of  houses  as  yet  covered  with  the  sod,  which  are  no  doubt  standing  to 
the  height  of  six  or  eight  feet.  When  these  are  laid  bare,  Borcovicls 
will  be  a sight  even  more  interesting  than  it  is  at  present.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  no  perfect  specimens  of  the  habitations  occupied  by  the 
soldiery  have  been  left  us.  They  were  probably  small  and  gloomy.  No 
windows  have  been  noticed,  but  specimens  of  window-glass  have  been 
found  in  several  of  the  camps.  Probably  the  upper  part  of  the  houses 
consisted  of  a frame-work  of  timber,  in  which  windows  were  inserted,  and 
apertures  left  for  the  admission  of  air.  The  traces  of  fire  which  abound 
in  all  the  stations  prove  that  they  must  have  contained  a considerable 
quantity  of  combustible  material. 

Before  leaving  the  station,  one  or  two  minor  matters  invite  inspec- 
tion. On  the  inside  of  the  north  gateway  is  a large  trough,  composed  of 
stone  slabs.  The  slabs  are  grooved  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
accurate  joint ; but  the  stones  are  not  now  in  their  original  position, 
though  they  remain  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  found  when  first 
laid  bare.  The  tops  of  the  stones  arc  much  worn,  as  if  by  the  shaqieuing 
of  knives  upon  them.  Grooved  slabs,  similar  to  these,  have  been  found 
at  Cilurnum  and  Bremenium.  The  use  of  the  trough  is  not  known. 

Near  the  north  gateway  a circular  hearth,  five  feet  in  diameter,  and 
formed  of  three  courses  of  Roman  tiles,  was  found  in  1857.  It  had 
ashes  on  the  top,  and  near  it  lay  a mass  of  wood  and  coal  ashes  and 
iron  scoria;.  Has  it  been  a smithy  ? 

The  north  wall  of  the  station,  west  of  the  gateway,  has  in  one 
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place  been  increased  to  the  unusual  thickness  of  ton  feet.  This  is  done 
by  placing  a casing  of  masonry  on  the  inside  of  the  wall,  and  filling  up 
the  intervening  space  with  stones  bedded  in  clay.  It  would  seem  as  if 
this  thickened  wall  had  been  intended  as  a platform  on  which  to  plant 
a ballista  or  other  engine  for  the  projection  of  missiles.  Several  stones, 
weighing  about  a hundredweight,  or  a hundredweight  and  a half, 
and  roughly  cut  into  a 
rounded  or  conical  form, 
were  lying  near  it.  To 
the  north  of  the  east 
gateway  a solid  platform 
of  masonry,  twenty  feet 
square,  will  be  observed. 

It  also  has  probably  been 
aballistarium.  The  cut 
represents  a group  of 
stones,  now  at  Chesters, 
which  have  been  derived 
from  this  station,  and 
are  supposed  to  have  been  intended  for  use  in  the  way  indicated.  We 
shall  afterwards  find  that  decisive  proofs  of  the  existence  of  “ ballis- 
taria”  were  discovered  in  the  station  of  Hrkmkxium. 

The  suburbs  of  the  station  may  now  engage  our  attention. 
Turning  to  the  east  it  will  be  noticed  how  much  the  Knag  Klim 
contributes  to  the  strength  of  the  camp.  On  both  sides  of  the  burn 
the  foundations  of  houses  have  been  found.  A villa  of  considerable 
pretensions  stood  upon  a shelf  of  the  rock,  on  its  eastern  side.  Its 
foundations,  formed  of  huge  blocks  of  freestone,  were  laid  in  fine  blue 
clay.  The  flues  of  its  hypocausts,  when  taken  up,  were  found  to  be  full 
of  soot;  and  there  was  an  iron  grating  at  the  mouth  of  one  of  them.' 
The  greater  part  of  the  mins  of  this  structure,  Mr.  Hodgson  further 
observes,  were  carted  away  nearly  sixty  years  since  to  build  stone  walls 


‘ Ilodjrson’s  History  of  Northumberland,  Pt.  II.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  188. 
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with,  and  a flood,  in  1817,  broke  up  the  foundations  of  the  remaining 
part  of  the  building.  Little  but  its  site  is  now  distinguishable. 

Near  to  the  point  where  the  Knag  Bum  passes  the  Wall  is  an 
object  of  considerable  interest.  In  clearing,  in  1856,  the  Wall  from 
the  rubbish  which  encumbered  it,  a carefully  guarded  passage  through 
the  barrier  was  discovered.  Mr.  Clayton,  in  a paper  read  before  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  thus  describes  it : — 

“ In  the  valley  of  Knag  Burn,  371  feet  east  of  the  station  of  BOHCOVICL’8,  has 
recently  been  discovered  and  explored  an  unexpected  passage  through  the  Roman  Wall. 
It  has  been  closed  by  double  gates,  similar  to  those  of  the  stations;  and  there  is  a guard 
room  on  each  side.  The  width  of  the  gateway  guarding  the  south  of  the  passage  is  eleven 
feet  three  inches.  The  width  of  the  gateway  guarding  the  north  of  the  passage  is  ten  feet 
six  inches.  In  the  middle  there  is  an  upright  stone,  such  as  we  find  in  the  gateways  of 
the  stations,  and  in  the  streets  of  Pompeii.  The  |mthways  are  on  each  side  of  this  stone, 
and  the  thresholds  have  been  much  worn  by  the  feet  of  the  passenger.  The  two  guard 

chambers  are  of  nearly  equal  dimensions During  these  excavations  have  been 

found  coins  of  Claudius  Gothicus  and  Constantins,  a broken  altar,  and  the  usual  relies  of 
Roman  occupation,  fragments  of  Samian  ware,  and  Andernach  millstones.’* 

The  object  of  this  gateway  has  been  to  give  access  to  a place  of 
entertainment — an  amphitheatre  on  a small  scale — which  is  on  the 

north  side  of  the  Wall. 
The  woodcut  repre- 
sents it.  It  is  one 
hundred  feet  across 
and  about  ten  deep, 
and  has  no  doubt  been 
furnished  with  wooden 
seats.  The  path  lead- 
ing from  the  gateway 
to  the  entrance  into 
the  amphitheatre  may 
be  traced.  Amphi- 
theatres, similar  in  construction  to  this,  though  larger,  have  been  found 
at  Silchester,  Dorchester,  Banbury,  Cirencester,  Carlcon,  and  other 
places.  We  have  seen,  also,  reason  to  surmise  the  existence  of  one 
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at  ClLURNUM.  These  amphitheatres,  like  the  one  before  ns,  were  all 
outside  the  walls  of  the  encampments.  The  Roman  soldiers  on  the 
northern  frontiers  would  often  be  in  need  of  amusement.  It  cannot  be 
supposed  that  their  mode  of  seeking  it  would  be  more  refined  than 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  itself. 

Immediately  in  front  of  the  station,  towards  the  south,  are  extensive 
traces  of  suburban  buildings.  They  extend  in  streets  on  the  slope  of  the 
hill,  having  a full  exposure  to  the  mid-day  sun.  To  the  west  of  these 
the  ground  has  been  turned  up  in  terraces  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation. 
When  the  sun  is  low  these  lines  of  streets  and  gardens  show  strongly. 

Mr.  Hodgson  conjectured  that  “ the  inges  or  moist  meadows  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  would,  perhaps,  at  some  future  period  be  found  to  contain 
the  common  burial-ground  of  the  station.1  This  opinion  has  been 
proved  to  be  correct.  On  draining  the  marsh,  a few  years  ago,  consi- 
derable quantities  of  human  bones  were  found.  The  number  of  sculp- 
tured stones,  apparently  of  a funereal  character,  found  in  this  valley, 
and  to  which  reference  will  immediately  be  made,  is  a further  confirma- 
tion of  the  conjecture. 

In  the  centre  of  the  meadow,  and  directly  fronting  the  station,  a 
small  knoll  rises  above  the  general  level.  From  the  number  of  altars 
and  other  remains  found  on  it  it  has  been  named  Chapel  Hill.  A 
little  to  the  west  of  this,  and  in  the  fork  formed  by  two  streamlets, 
which  unite  and  flow  into  the  Knag  Burn,  is  the  site  of  the  Mithraie 
cave  which  was  discovered  in  1822,  and  which  will  be  describetl  in  the 
last  chapter  of  this  work. 

Dr.  Stukeley  gives  a graphic  account  of  the  aspect  of  this  valley 
when  he  and  Mr.  Roger  Gale  visited  it  in  1725.  After  saying  that  in 
the  station  itself  fragments  of  pillars  lie  scattered  all  over  the  place,  he 
proceeds  to  observe  : — 

M But  when  we  were  led  lower  down  into  the  meadow,  we  were  surprised  with  the 
august  scene  of  Bomano-Briti.di  antiquities,  in  the  most  neglected  condition ; a dozen 
most  beautiful  and  large  altars,  as  many  fine  basso  relievos,  nearly  as  big  as  the  life,  all 
tumbled  in  a wet  meadow  by  a wall  side,  or  one  on  the  top  of  another,  to  make  up  the  wall 

1 Arrhaulogia  /Klin  tin,  Vol.  I.,  p.  2T1,  Old  Series. 
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of  the  close;  the  bnsao  relievos,  some  with  their  heads  down  the  hill,  particularly  an 
admirable  image  of  Victory,  both  arms  knocked  off;  one  large  soldier,  a sepulchral 
stone,  with  his  short  sword  hanging  at  his  right  side,  the  man  told  us,  was  condemned  to 
make  a pig  trough  on ; but  some  gentlemen,  full  timely,  with  a small  sum,  for  the  present 
reprieved  him;  many  soldiers  with  heads  broke  off,  mutilated  by  the  middle;  three  ladies 
sitting  close  together  with  globes  in  their  hands,  their  heads  all  gone.  Mr.  Gale  and  I 
laboured  hard  at  the  inscriptions,  and  made  out  what  we  could  of  them  under  all  disadvan- 
tages. Along  the  same  wall,  as  wc  walked  on  further,  we  found  more  altars  and  carved 
stones  of  various  sorts;  hut  at  length  the  farmer  carried  us  up  to  a knoll  in  the  middle 
of  the  meadow  calk'd  Chapel-steed,  where  undoubtedly  was  a Roman  temple;  there  wc 
saw  three  or  four  most  beautiful  altars,  and  a little  further,  under  another  wall,  a pretty 
sepulchral  carving  of  an  old  soldier’s  npj ht  part  in  a niche.” — Iter  Roreale,  p.  61. 

The  western  side  of  the  station  is  that  which  is,  from  the  nature 
of  the  ground,  the  weakest.  Hodgson  tells  us  that  it  was  defended  by 
“ a triple  barrier  of  ditches  and  ramparts  of  earth.”  These  lines  are 
now  partly  obliterated. 

The  station  has  been  well  supplied  with  water.  Under  the  cliff, 
near  its  north-west  angle,  is  a “fine  well,”  which,  in  Mr.  Hodgson’s 
time,  was  “ still  well  walled  round,”  and  which,  he  says,  “ was  used  for 
a bath  while  the  farm  of  Housesteads  was  occupied  by  the  Magnay 
family.”  The  Knag  Burn,  on  the  east,  furnishes  a never  failing  supply ; 
and  on  the  south,  the  spring  near  the  Chapel  Hill  yields,  in  the  driest 
seasons,  a full  and  refreshing  stream  of  the  purest  water.  Near  the 
south-west  angle  of  the  station  is  a well  cased  with  stones  taken  from 
the  ruins  of  the  station.  This  well  has  sometimes  been  supjxised  to  be 
a Roman  one,  it  is,  however,  comparatively  modern,  having  been  sunk 
by  the  late  Mr.  Magnay.1 

The  roads  leading  to  the  eastern  and  western  gateways  may 
be  discerned;  they  are  laid  down  in  the  plan  of  the  station  accom- 
panying this  description.  A branch  road,  proceeding  from  the  south 
gateway  and  running  in  a south-easterly  direction,  communicated  with 
the  Stancgate  or  direct  military  wav  at  Grindon  Hill.*  Horsley  thought 

'The  late  Mrs.  Routledge,  of  Cbesterholm,  u relative  of  Mr.  MntrnayV,  told  the  writer  she 
remembered  the  sinking  of  it,  Mrs.  Lowthcr,  of  Birtlev,  gave  similar  testimony  to  Mr.  Clayton 
amt  the  Rev.  George  Rome  Hall. 

1 For  a knowledge  of  this  road  we  are  wholly  indebted  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland's 
Survey. — .See  Mr.  McLauchlan’s  Memoir,  p.  40. 
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lie  observed  vestiges  of  a raid  running  in  a south-westerly  direction  to 
the  station  of  Chcsterliolm.  The  writer  has  sometimes  made  the  same 
observation,  but  Mr.  McLauchlan  could 
not  satisfy  himself  of  its  existence. 

The  Notitin  places  at  Borcoviccs  the  ■ 

tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of  Tungrians. 

Numerous  inscriptions  found  at  House- 
steads  name  this  cohort.  The  altar  here 
figured  is  to  our  purpose.  It  was  found 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1854,  in  the  south-  W 
west  comer  of  the  station,  and  now  stands 


DhO 

S I L V A K O 
COCIDIO 

QV.  F L O II  1 V S 
MATERS  VS 
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I . T V N o[R  O R V J|] 

V.  S.  L.  M. 

To  the  god 
Silvanus 
Cocidius 
(Quintus  Florius 
Mater  nus 

prefect  of  flip  first  cohort 
of  Tungritins 

dedicates  this  in  discharge  of  a vow,  Ac. 

guard  at  the  portal  of  the  hospitable 
mansion  of  Chesters.  Cocidius  seems  to 
have  been  a local  god  worshipped  chiefly 
in  the  north-western  part  of  England ; we 
shall  have  frequent  occasion  afterwards  to 
refer  to  him.'  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
therefore,  that  this  camp  is  the  Bnucovicrs 
of  the  empire ; it  must  be  noticed,  however, 
that  whenever  the  commander  is  named  on 
the  title  of  prefect — not  tribune,  the  title 
The  heath-covered  hill,  to  the  south-west 


Sit*.  3 feet  lJ  mcnea  br  1 fool  3 uic..c» 

the  inscriptions,  he  receives 
given  to  him  in  the  Notitia. 
of  the  station,  is  to  this  day 


1 Sec  h brief  but  comprehensive  paper  on  this  altar,  by  Mr.  Clayton,  in  the  ••  Pnawdinpa  of 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  .Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  in  the  years  ISoo,  ISot!,  anil  1807,"  page  4. 
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called  Boreum  or  Barcoml>o ; there  can  be  little  doubt  that  we  have  in 
this  word  the  root  of  the  Roman  Borcoviccs.1  The  Tunisians  were  a 
Germanic  trilic,  who.  as  Tacitus  tells  us,  having  crossed  the  Rhine, 
established  tlicinsclves  in  Belgic  Gaul.”  The  Tungrinns  fought  by  the 
side  of  the  Batavians,  as  has  lieen  already  observed,  at  the  battle  of  the 
Grampians;  and  now  we  find  a cohort  of  Batavians  and  a cohort  of 
Tungrians  established  in  the  contiguous  stations  of  1’rocolitia  and  Bor- 
covicrs.  The  til's t cohort  of  the  Tungrians  is  named  in  the  rescripts, 
found  at  Malpas  and  Sydenham, 1 of  the  time  of  Trajan,  and  in  the 
Riveling  rescript,  which  belongs  to  the  reign  of  Hadrian;  from  the 
inscriptions  found  upon  the  Antoninc  Wall,  we  know  that  it  was  engaged 

in  the  erection  of 
that  structure ; and 
now,  from  the  Xo- 
titia,  we  learn  that 
it  was  in  Britain  at 
the  beginning  of  the 
fifth  century.  We 
have  thus  evidence 
of  its  long  continu- 
ance in  the  island. 
In  the  Malpas  re- 
script, and  in  some 
of  the  inscriptions 
found  at  House- 
steads,  this  cohort  is 
On  the 


M 


I.  O.  M. 

ET  NVMINIBVS 
A V G.  C OH  r.  T V- 
NGimHVM 

l[ maria]  cvi  true- 
st Q.  VERITY 
6VPSRSTI5 

PRAEPECTVS 


To  Jupiter  httsl  and  greatest 
nod  the  deities 

of  Augustus  the  1st  cohort  of 
Tungrians 

h mi! linn’  one  commanded 
bv  Quintus  Verms 
Superstis 
the  prefect. 


Sato,  9 tot  10  inches  by  1 foot  '0  tncb?». 

called  a military  one,  that  is  consisting  of  a thousand  men. 
altar  here  delineated  it  is  so  denominated. 

Most  of  the  altars  and  sculptured  figures,  which  Stukeley  descrilies 


1 In  some  copies  of  the  Notirin  the  word  is  written  Ihincovicus,  in  others  Bohcovicius;  if, 
as  is  probable,  the  Jditin  ‘‘vicus”  has  supplied  the  termination  of  the  name,  the  former  reading 
will  be  the  correct  one. 

*4‘Qui  priini  lihenum  tronsgTcssi  Gallos  expuleriut,  ut  nunc  Tungri,  tunc  Gerwani  vocati 
•unt,”— Genu.,  c.  II. 

* Documents  written  on  bronze,  and  conferring  special  honours  upon  certain  troops  then  in 
Britain. 
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as  lying  in  the  meadow  in  front  of  the  station,  are  now  in  the  castle  of 
Newcastle.  The  reader,  who  will  {dance  at  the  representations  of  such 
of  them  as  are  here  introduced,  will  not  Ik*  surprised  that  our  ardent  anti- 
quary was  fascinated  with  the  scene  before  him.  The  altar,  engraved 
on  the  opposite  page,  was  found  lying  amongst  the  mins  on  Chapel  Hill. 
It  afterwards  did  duty  as  “the  mantle-tree  at  the  farm-house  at  House- 
steads,”  which  has  recently  been  taken  down. 

Several  female  figures,  some  seated,  others  standing,  are  mentioned 


by  all  the  early  antiquaries.  The  woodcuts  show  some  of  them.  Tli 
figures  are  generally  supposed  to  represent  De;e 
Matres,  a class  of  deities 
respecting  whom  a notice  is 
reserved  for  the  last  chapter. 

Horsley  mistook  some  folds 
in  the  drapery  of  one  of  the 
sitting  figures  for  ropes  bind- 
ing her  to  her  chair.  This 
gave  rise  to  a learned  dis- 
sertation on  the  part  of  his 
friend,  Mr.  Ward,  on  the 
practice,  sometimes  adopted 
by  the  ancients,  of  binding  i mi,i  Mimte. 

their  gods  by  rojies  or  chains,  when  there  was  reason  to  fear  they  were 
about  to  withdraw.  The  sculptor,  however,  would  not,  when  he  was 


Sat,  | fed  by  | foil  6 mrfcn. 
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fabricating  his  god,  anticipate  such  desertion ; and,  as  Mr.  Thomas 
Hodgson  in  his  MS.  suggests,  the  mere  representation  of  chains  would 

have  little  effect  in 
binding  the  truant 
deity. 

The  figure  of  Vic- 
tory,delineated  on  this 
page,  isone  of  the  finest 
scidptures  found  upon 
the  Wall.  The  god- 
dess, with  outstretched 
wings,  is  careering  over 
the globe.  “It is,” says 
Gordon,  “ my  hum- 
ble opinion  that  this 
figure  of  the  winged 
Victoiy,  standing  upon 
the  globe,  is  a symbol 
of  the  Romans  having 
at  that  time  dominion 
over  most  of  the  known 
world,  and  ’tis  indeed 
a very  valuable  cu- 
riosity.” Great  as  was 
the  sendee  done  by 
Gordon  and  Horsley  to 
the  study  of  Romano- 
British  antiquities,  it 
must  be  admitted,  as 
Stukeley  observes,  that 
by  the  imperfection  of 
their  drawings,  they 

Siir,  Indie*  by  1 f«l  6 Indio.  llR\  C gl  \ CI1  tO  tllC  M Orld 

a false  impression  as  to  the  artistic  powers  of  the  sculptors  of  the  Wall. 
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That  the  soldiers  in  the  service  of  ancient  Rome  were  more  skilled  in 


matters  of  taste  than  soldiers  in  general,  is 
proved  by  the  figure  before  ns,  and  many 
others. 

Of  the  slabs  found  in  the  low  ground, 
south  of  the  station,  sup[>osed  to  be  of  a 
funereal  character,  some  exhibit  the  departed 
individual  in  a military,  and  others  in  a civil, 
costume.  The  cut  in  the  margin  represents 
■ a soldier.  His  short  sword  is  by  his  right 
side  ; the  head  of  his  quiver  is  seen  over  his 
right  shoulder;  his  lx>w  is  in  his  left  hand. 
On  his  left  arm  he  wears  what  in  the  middle 
ages  was  called  the  “ bracer.”  a bandage 
intended  to  prevent  the  arrows  injuring  the 
arm  as  they  left  the  bow.  It  is  dillicult  to 
ascertain  the  nature  of  the  implement  in  his 
right  hand ; it  resembles  an  axe.  He  stands  in 
a niche  of  a more  than  usually  ornate  character. 

The  next  stone  1ms  been  much  injured. 
It  exhibits  a soldier,  who  wears  his  sword  on 
his  left  side ; his  shield  rests  on  the  ground. 
The  inside  of  the  shield  being  towards  the 
spectator,  the  handle  by  which  it  was  grasped 
is  displayed. 

The  following  carving,  of  which  only  the 
upper  portion  remains,  is  believed  to  have 
come  from  this  station,  though  this  is  not 
certain.  The  drawing  is  spirited.  In  this 
case,  as  in  many  others,  the  sword  is  on  the 
right  side.  Being  a short  weapon,  and  used 
chiefly  when  in  close  quarters,  it  was  most 
accessible  in  that  position. 


Other  sculptures,  found  in  this  burying-gronnd,  exhibit  the  sages 
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who  dispensed  imperial  justice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  central  district 
of  northern  England.  Little  remark  is  called  for.  The  more  perfect 
figure  here  delineated  represents  a soldier  in 
his  civic  dress.  He  is  clad  in  a tunic  and 
mantle.  The  left  hand  gracefully  suspends  a 
portion  of  the  mantle,  which  has  a fringe  at 
the  bottom,  three  inches 
deep.  The  fringe  is 
of  frequent  occurrence 
in  Romano-Gaulish  cos- 
tume.1 Both  in  this 
sculpture  and  the  ad- 
joining one  the  use  of 
the  fibula  in  fastening 
the  cloak,  near  the  right 

1 Is  cl  6 i at  be*  hr  » r 4 tafc*  i i i « Sot,  i <m  6 irahri  by  i fast  I bebo. 

shoulder,  is  seen. 

It  is  needless  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  faet  that 
nearly  all  these  sculptures  bear  marks  of  ruthless  violence.  The  heads 
of  the  statues  are,  for  the  most  part,  wanting.  In  the  Newcastle  museum 
are  a number  of  disengaged  heads  (a  few  of  which  are  here  engraved) 


that  have  belonged  to  some  of  them.  The  first  and  second  arc  doubt- 
less heads  of  some  of  the  Ueie  Matres ; the  third  is  said  to  be  a head  of 
Hercules ; the  fourth,  with  short  curly  hair,  is  supposed  to  have  come 
from  this  station,  but  there  is  a want  of  evidence  of  the  fact. 

The  altars  and  sculptures  found  in  the  Mithraic  cave  will  be  reserved 
for  discussion  in  the  concluding  chapter  of  this  work. 


1 £W  Mr.  Hunch  Smith's  Cutk*ctan<»tt  Anti<|U»,  Vol.  III.,  |i  81. 
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In  the  meadow,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  this  station  is  placed, 
to  the  east  of  Chapel  Hill,  are  two  fragments  of  large  circular  columns, 
which  have  probably  rolled  down  from  above.  The  temples,  of  which 
they  were  parts,  must  have  been  conceived  upon  a grand  scale. 

Scattered  over  the  station  itself  arc  the  basements  of  columns,  and 
other  indications  of 
the  ornate  character 
of  some  of  its  build- 
ings. The  woodcut 
forming  the  tail-piece, 
at  the  close  of  this 
volume,  exhibits  one 
of  them.  Another 
near  the  spot  where 
the  two  great  streets 
cross  each  other  is  of 
an  unusually  large  size, 
and  is  square  in  its 
form.  Most  of  the  car- 
ved stones,  to  which 
the  attention  of  the 
reader  has  been  drawn, 
have  been  found  in  the 
burying-ground ; some 
of  an  important  cha- 
racter, besides  those 
previously  described, 
have  been  found  in  the 
station.  The  one  re-  “**  ■ b” 10  ““*“  * • 

preseutod  in  the  cut  was  discovered  by  Gordon,  the  first  time  he  visited  this 
famous  place.  It  is  valuable  as  exhibiting  to  us  the  accoutrements  of  a 
soldier  belonging  to  an  auxiliary  cohort.  It  is  difficult  to  divine  the  nature 
of  his  head  dress.  Gordon  says — “ On  his  head  was  a galea,  with  a plume 


1 Itinoniriuiu  Srptentrionale,  p.  77. 
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of  feathers.”  Can  it  he  a mural  crown  V This  sculpture  is  now  in  the 
antiquarian  museum  at  Edinburgh.  A less  perfect  figure,  also  from 

TIousesteads,  now  in  the  musem  a at  New- 
castle, shows  very  distinctly  the  scale- 
armour  with  which  the  lower  part  of  a 
soldier’s  tunic  was  defended. 

As  giving  us  a glimpse  of  the  every- 
day life  of  the  garri- 
son,the  small  and  rude 
sculpture,  shown  in 
the  margin,  may  have 
its  value.  It  repre- 
sents a stag  startled  at  the  appearance  of 
a net — just  as  the  poet  Ovid  has  it 

**  Aflpicit  hunc  trepidoa  apt  an  tom  in  retia  ccrvoa 
Vocalic  X yin  pile.” 

The  numerous  fragments  of  antlers,  found 
in  the  station,  prove  that  venison  formed  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  the  food 
of  the  garrison  : and  nets,  it  would  appear,  were  used  in 
providing  it.  The  antlers  found  are  those  of  the  red  deer. 

With  a reference  to  some  relics,  suggestive  of  the 
anxieties  which  at  one  time  must  have  agitated  the  breasts 
of  the  lordly  masters  of  Boncovn  i s,  this  account  of  the 
station  will  be  brought  to  a close.  In  front  of  the  southern 


gateway,  a signet  ring,  a pendant  for  the  ear,  both  of  the  purest  gold, 
and  a large  brass  coin  of  Commodus  were  found  lying  together  in  the 
year  1853.  The  drawings,  which  arc  by  Mr.  Fairholt,  represent  them 
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of  the  ttill  size.  The  coin,  which  bears  a date  corresponding  with  a.d. 
181,  is  unworn  by  circulation,  and  apparently  fresh  from  the  mint.  It 
could  but  just  have  been  received  in  Britain  when  the  Caledonians  made 
that  rush  upon  the  mural  fortresses  which  left  them  in  a state  of  tem- 
porary ruin  ; for  we  know  that  the  successful  repulsion  of  this  invasion, 
by  ITlpius  Marcellus,  is  recorded  on  the  coinage  of  the  empire  a.d.  184. 
There  is  great  probability,  as  Mr.  Clayton  suggests,  that  the  trinkets  and 
coin  were  lost  during  this  scene  of  violence.'  After  valour  had  done  its 
utmost,  but  in  vain,  the  prefect  and  liis  lady,  having  these  objects  on  their 
persons,  may  have  been  attempting  to  effect  their  escape  by  the  southern 
gateway,  when  the  ruthless  foe  struck  them  down.  The  trinkets  by 
themselves  would  prove  nothing ; but,  accompanied  by  a coin  which 
fixes,  with  some  degree  of  certainty,  the  date  of  their  deposit,  they  may 
be  regarded  as  interesting  memorials  of  a dark  and  dismal  day.  The 
stone  of  the  ring  is  an  artificial  one,  and  has  the  figure  of  Mercury 
engraved  upon  it. 

Again  taking  the  Wall  as  our  guide,  we  pursue  our  course  west- 
ward. For  a considerable  distance  the  Wall  is  in  a sufficiently  good 
state  of  preservation  to  make  it  a varied  and  interesting  study.  It  not 
unfrequcntly  exhibits  five,  six,  and  even  seven  courses  of  facing  stones. 
It  is  generally  in  the  best  condition  on  the  north  side.  The  Vallum 
also  is  boldly  developed,  and  runs  for  several  miles,  in  the  valley  lxdow, 
at  a considerable  distance  from  the  Wall,  completely  commanded  by 
the  hill  on  which  the  Wall  stands.  This  is  surely  fatal  to  the  theory 
that  the  Vallum  was  reared  as  an  independent  barrier  against  the  north. 

At  a distance  of  little  more  than  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
west  gate  of  Housesteads  is  a mile-castle,  which  has  recently  been  dis- 
interred by  Mr.  Clayton.  Its  features,  which  are  of  more  than  usual 
interest,  have  been  carefully  described  by  that  gentleman  in  the  paper 
already  referred  to.'  The  following  extract  from  its  opening  page  is 
here  introduced,  not  only  on  account  of  the  graphic  description  of  the 
district  which  it  contains,  but  also  for  the  kindly  allusion  which  it  makes 

* Archa?olngin  .Eliantt,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  2/5,  Old  Juries. 
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to  the  memory  of  a man  to  whom  every  student  of  the  Wall  is  under 
the  deepest  obligations  : — 

“ The  Rev.  John  Hodgson,  the  able  historian  of  Northumberland,  thus  speaks  of 
this  mile-castle,  and  the  locality  in  which  it.  is  placed: — * Under  the  north  wall  of  Bok- 

* COVICTS,  the  Ilousesteads  crags  begin  to  rise  in  rude  and  pillared  majesty,  and  to  the 

* west  were  crowned  with  a castcllum,  the  remains  of  which,  and  of  the  Munis,  are  still 

* very  interesting.  At  the  foot  of  these  crag*  lie  long  columns  of  basalt,  which,  probably, 

* many  centuries  since,  fell  from  their  sides.’ 

“ The  writer  of  the  above  quoted  passage,  an  ardent  admirer  of  the  beauties  of 
nature,  as  well  a*  a laborious  and  accomplished  antiquary,  proceeds  to  enlarge  upon  the 
natural  attractions  of  the  scene.  He  describes  the  crags  of  this  district,  upon  the  top  of 
which  the  Roman  Wall  runs,  as  * bearded  with  witchwood,  rowantree,  ferns,  bilberry,  and 
4 heath,  and  their  head*  everywhere  perfumed  with  wild  thyme,  and  garlanded  with  the 

* little  sun-flower  cistus.’ 

“ There  are  amongst  us  those  who  cherish  a pleasing  recollection  of  the  amiable 
author,  and  who  delight  to  dwell  on  the  memory  of  his  gentle  nature,  his  simple  manners, 
and  the  cuthusiosm  of  his  character,  which  sometimes  inspired  the  use  of  language  which 
the  cold  in  blood  arc  disposed  to  regard  as  extravagant.  Those  whose  fortune  it  has 
been  to  wander  through  this  solitude,  on  a calm  nnd  bright  day  of  summer,  when  no  sound 
is  heard  hut  the  wild  note  of  the  curlew  wheeling  in  the  air,  and  the  plash  of  the  water- 
fowl  on  the  lake  below,  will  acknowledge  the  truth  of  Mr.  Hodgson’s  description  of 
the  scene.” 

The  mile-castlc  itself  must  now  lie  described ; a reference  to  the 
accompanying  lithographic  view  of  it  will  render  this  task  compara- 
tively easy.  The  ground  on  which  the  mile-castle  stands  is  very  uneven ; 
the  principal  portion  of  it  dips  to  the  south,  the  remainder  in  a contrary 
direction.  The  great  Wall,  which  here  stands  in  a higher  degree  of  per- 
fection than  in  any  other  part  of  the  line,  being  nine  and  a half  feet 
high,  with  the  facing  stones  complete  on  both  sides,  forms  the  northern 
side  of  the  castcllum.  The  castle  measures,  inside,  fifty-seven  feet  and 
a half  from  west  to  cast,  and  forty-nine  feet  and  a half  from  north  to 
south.  The  side  walls  of  the  castle,  which  consist  of  the  same  kind  of 
niiisonry  as  the  great  Wall,  are  nine  feet  thick.  Occasional  courses  of 
sandstone  slate  will  be  noticed,  used  in  the  same  manner  as  bonding 
tiles.  The  southern  angles  of  the  castle  are  rounded  exteriorly,  but  are 
rectangular  inside. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  building  is  the  north  gateway.  This 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


INTERIOR  DF  HCT!oF,6TE ADS,  MILE-CASTLE 

UOKIStMORTB 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  H0U.SESTK.VD9  MILE-CASTLE. 


203 


exhibits  the  masonry  of  two  different  periods.  The  pillars  of  the  original 
gateway  are  formed  of  large  slabs  of  stone,  skilfully  laid.  The  width 
of  it  is  ten  feet,  and  it  has  evidently  been  spanned  by  an  arch.  The 
springers  of  the  arch  are  in  their  original  position,  and  several  vonssoirs, 
each  provided  with  a luis-hole,  lie  on  the  ground  near  it.  The  height 
of  the  gateway,  from  the  floor  to  the  impost  of  the  arch,  is  a little 
under  six  feet. 

At  some  period  subsequent  to  its  original  structure,  the  width  of 
this  gateway  has  been  considerably  reduced,  and  its  floor  raised.  In 
order  to  ascertain  the  reason  of  this  proceeding,  we  must  attend  to 
some  facts  which  were  revealed  during  the  process  of  excavation.  On 
digging  down  to  the  foundations  of  the  castellum,  on  the  inside  of  the 
north  wall,  a quantity 
of  masons’  clappings 
were  met  with,  and  a 
mason's  chisel,  which 
is  shown  in  the  wood- 
cut. Upon  the  chip- 
pings,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  walls, 
had  been  laid  a floor- 
ing of  rough  flags. 

These  flags  were  much 
broken,  and  some  of 
the  fragments  had 
been  forced  into  an  almost  vertical  position,  indicating  that  the  walls 
of  the  building  had  been  forcibly  thrown  down.  Immediately  above 
the  flags  was  found  a quantity  of  finely  comminuted  charcoal,  as  if  the 
sheds  or  barrack-rooms,  which  probably  were  placed  against  the  main 
walls  of  the  building,  had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  The  ashes  were  not 
found  in  the  centre  of  the  area,  but  only  on  the  sides.  At  this  level 
were  discovered  an  axe,  and  a knife  resembling  those  carved  on  altars ; 
they  are  represented  in  the  group  above. 

It  would  appear  that,  after  the  first  tide  of  desolation  had  swept 
over  the  building,  it  had  been  hastily  renovated.  No  attempt  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


204 


At'I.l'S  1*1. AT<  Hill'S  NKP08. 


made  to  remove  tlie  mass  of  ruin  ; for  upon  the  heap  of  broken  stones, 
mortar,  and  rubbish,  resulting  from  tlic  overthrow  of  the  eastle,  a second 
floor,  and  traces  of  a second  scries  of  barracks,  were  found.  It  must  have 
been  at  this  period  that  the  gateway  was  contracted  in  width,  for  it  is 
upon  the  higher  platform  that  the  additional  jambs  rest.  1 lappily  wc  are 
at  no  loss  to  ascertain,  with  tolerable  probability,  the  time  when  these 
events  transpired.  Forming  part  of  the  flooring  of  the  second  set  of 
barracks  was  the  broken  and  battered  stone  shown  in  the  woodcut.  If 

the  reader  will  refer  to  the 
drawing  given  on  page  16,  he 
will  see  that  this  stone  has 
formed  part  of  a slab  of  a 
character  similar  to  the  one 
shown  there.  The  mile-castle, 
as  originally  constructed,  had 
borne,  over  its  principal  en- 
trance, the  name  of  the  emperor 
by  whose  command  it  had  been 
reared,  the  legate1  who  had  seen 
his  orders  executed,  and  the  legion  on  whom  the  task  chiefly  devolved. 
At  the  time  that  the  second  flooring  was  laid,  this  slab  had  been 
pulled  from  its  place,  and  broken  into  fragments,  and  these  being  unfit 
tor  any  other  purpose  were  used  in  flagging  the  soldiers’  guard-chamber. 
There  is  no  period  when  these  things  are  so  likely  to  have  occurred  as 
during  the  devastation  which  took  place  in  the  reign  of  Commodus,  and 
the  restoration  to  order  which  was  effected  by  his  legate,  Ulpius  Marccllus. 

To  complete  the  history  of  this  castellum,  it  may  lx*  mentioned 


1 A ulus  Platorius  Nepnft,  whose  name  fijrures  ho  prominently  in  this  und  kindred  inscriptions 
*us  a personage  of  great  importance.  Spurtiun,  in  Ins  life  of  ifndrinn,  three  times  mentions  him. 
He  was  long  a favourite  with  the  emperor,  hut,  ns  often  happens,  he  was  eventually  as  much  dis- 
liked us  he  liaii  formerly  been  esteemed.  Through  jealousy  he  was  denied  access  to  the  dying 
lied  of  his  master.  From  an  inscription  found  at  Aijuileia  in  1815,  and  now  preserved  at  Vienna, 
we  find  that  besides  bein'?  imperial  legutc  anil  proprietor  of  Britain,  be  bail  been  consul,  augur, 
legate  and  propnetor  of  Lower  Germany  and  of  Tnrace,  lieutenant  general  of  the  first  legion, 
ipiu'stor  of  die  province  of  Macedonia,  curator  of  the  Cassian  way,  the  Cloditn,  the  ( ituiniun, 
and  the  new  Trajan,  chief  secretary  of  state  of  tlio  deified  Trajan,  military  tribune  of  the  twenty- 
second  legion,  pru*tor,  tribune  of  the  people,  and  one  of  the  triumviri  enpittdes.  Such  was  the  man 
to  whom  the  important  tusk  of  building  the  Wall  was  consigned  by  the  world’s  muster. — Inecrip- 
tiones  Orelliame,  .No.  St*?. 
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that  above  the  second  floor  another  layer  of  ashes  was  found,  redder  in 
colour,  and  smaller  in  quantity,  than  the  former,  and  that  a mass  of 
broken  stones  and  earth  covered 
the  whole.  It  would  seem  as  if 
a second  time  the  enemy  had 
used  his  devastating  force,  and 
that  the  building  had  never  again 
been  restored. 

In  disinterring  this  mile- 
eastle,  several  slates  and  roofing 
tiles  were  turned  up,  and  the 
usual  quantity  of  Samian  ware. 

One  fragment  of  a Samian  bowl 
was  remarkable  as  having  the 
word  df.dico  scratched  upon  it; 
it  is  now  in  the  collection  at 
Chesters.  Coins  of  Hadrian  and  Antoninus  Pius  were  found. 

Two  altars  and  a legionary  stone  also  belong  to  this  locality.  The 
altar  to  Jupiter,  figured  below,  was  found  on  the  slope  of  the  hill, 
descending  to  the  south  from  the  mile-castle.  It  had 
probably,  as  Mr.  Clayton  conjectures, 
been  dropped  from  the  farmer's  cart 
which  was  transporting  it  from  the 


I.  O.  M. 
IIILIIEH 
LEO.  II.  A. 


l[eoio]  VI. 

V.  P.  F.  F[ECIT]. 


D F.  O 

COCIDIO 

VABRIVg 


V.S.LM. 

To  the  god 
Cocidius 
V a briui*,  *fcc. 

castellum  to  some  erection  where  it  was  intended  to  be  used  as  a common 


To  Jupiter  best  nutl  greatest 
tlie  soldiers  of  the 
.second  legion  the  August 
'erected  this  altar  . 


The  sixth  legion 

victorious,  dutiful,  faithful,  made  it. 


building  stone.  The  altar  to  Cocidius  had  fallen  from  the  mile-castle 
to  the  toot  of  the  cliff  on  the  north.  Amongst  tlie  rubbish  in  the  same 
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position  was  the  stone  which,  if  our  expansion  of  its  inscription  be 
right,  affords  evidence  of  the  active  agency  of  the  sixth  legion  in  this 
part  of  the  structure.  The  legend  is  more  contracted  than  usual. 

We  resume  our  examination  of  the  Wall.  Passing  Cuddy’s  Crag 
we  reach  the  defile  called  Rapishaw  Gap.  The  view  here  intro- 


sufficiently  strong  bulwark?  If  routine  held  the  sway  in  Home,  which 
it  does  in  some  governments  of  divided  responsibility,  the  question 
would  admit  of  an  easy  solution.  A wall  across  the  isthmus  being 
ordered,  the  order  was  literally  carried  out ; just  as  when  the  British 
government,  during  the  war  in  which  it  was  involved  with  America, 
having  ordered  that  vessels,  duly  equipped,  should  be  placed  upon  the 
Canadian  lakes,  tanks  for  holding  the  usual  stock  of  fresh  water  were, 
with  other  things,  transported  across  the  Atlantic.  Despotic  govern- 
ments are,  however,  saved  to  a considerable  extent  from  the  influence 
of  mere  routine.  The  author  has  sometimes  thought  that  even  though 
the  Wall  had  not  been  required  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  it  would 
be  required  to  shield  the  soldiers  in  severe  weather  from  the  blasts  of 
the  north.  The  habits  of  the  enemy  demanded  continual  vigilance. 
In  the  earlier  periods  of  the  Homan  domination,  the  Caledonians  fre- 
quently retrieved  in  winter  the  losses  which  they  sustained  in  summer. 
It  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  keep  watch  and  ward  upon  these  heights, 
during  a severe  season,  without  the  friendly  shelter  of  the  Wall.  But 
probably  the  cliffs  were  not  after  all  a barrier  to  lie  depended  upon. 


duced  is  taken  from 
the  western  side  of  this 
gap,  looking  towards 
the  east. 


the  mural  heights,  the 
question  will  very 
often  suggest  itself — 
why  was  the  Wall 
reared  upon  them  at 
all — were  these  crags 
not  of  themselves  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  NORTH  I'M  HI!  I AN  LAKES. 


207 


Broken  columns  and  open  joints,  here  and  there,  give  advantages  which 
a bold  and  agile  enemy  would  not  be  slow  to  avail  himself  of.  It  was 
best,  therefore,  on  the  score  of  safety  to  take  the  Wall  along  the  heights. 

The  woodcut  represents  the  mural  heights  .as  we  approach  Hot 
Bank,  looking  to  the  east. 

It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  Wall  differs  in 
width  in  different  places. 

The  north  face  of  the 
Wall  is  uniform,  but  on 
the  south  face  offsets  and 
insets  occasionally  occur. 

The  only  explanation 
given  of  this  is  that 
different  gangs  of  men 
wrought  simultaneously 
on  different  parts  of  the 

liue,  and  that  the  superintendent  of  each  was  allowed,  within  certain 
limits,  to  exercise  his  own  judgment.  From  the  top  of  the  hill,  before 
coming  to  the  valley  in  which  the  Hot  Bank  farm-house  is  situated,  a 
most  extensive  view  is  obtained.  In  particular,  such  lakes  as  Northum- 
berland can  boast  of,  Crag  Lough,  Greenlee  and  Broomlee  Loughs,  to 
the  north  of  the  Wall,  and  Grindou  Lough  to  the  south,  are  all  in 
sight.  They  are  small,  and  their  margins  are  nearly  destitute  of  wood ; 
but  their  wildness  and  simplicity  are  charms  which  many  will  appreciate. 
Langley  Castle  and  Staward  Peel  may  also  be  noticed  on  the  farther 
bank  of  the  South  Tyne.  Bradley  Hall,  now  reduced  to  the  condition 
of  an  ordinary  farm-house,  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  modern  military 
road.  It  was  once  the  residence  of  royalty,  Edward  I.  having  rested  here 
on  September  0 and  7,  1306.  when  on  his  last  journey  into  Scotland. 1 * * 


1 “Aoeortiinjr  to  tlie  4 Chroniron  tie  Lanercost/  the  king  fell  sick  nt  Newhrough.  hut  was  able 

to  pursue  his  journey  to  IJnulley  on  the  6th  of  September.  On  Sept*ral»er  S and  10  we  find  the 

kinjr  at  Henshaw  ; on  September  11  at  Haltwhistle;  Septemlier  Id  at  Melkrhhre;  Sentemlier  l-'» 

at  Red [iu tli ; September  10  at  HletikiiiMip;  and  on  Scptemlicr  I’D  at  Tliirlwall.  Toward*  the  close 
of  that  month  he  had  reached  Lanerrost." — Archseologicttl  Institute  Journal,  ls.*»r,  p. 
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The  farm-house  at  Hot  Bank  is  a sunny  spot  in  the  memory  of 
many  antiquaries,  not  a few  having  received  much  kindly  attention 
from  the  late  Mr.  Armstrong,  and  his  family,  the  present  occupants. 

The  break  in  the  basaltic  ridge,  opposite  the  farm-house  of  Hot 
Bank,  is  called  Milking  Gap.  As  we  approach  it,  Crag  Lough  comes 
boldly  into  view,  laving  the  base  of  the  perpendicular  cliffs  along  which 
the  Wall  runs  in  its  westward  course.  In  passing  the  valley  the  Wall 
fonns  an  angle,  and  the  fosse  on  its  north  side  reappears.  On  the 
eastern  side  of  the  gap  the  remains  of  a mile-castle  will  be  noticed. 


IM p[ eratorcs]  cak»[aRI*]  traiax[i]  Of  the  Emperor  C***ar  Trajanu* 

HADDIAKI  AVG[vtm]  Hadrianus  Augustas 

Lbo[io]  srctxda  avo[vbta]  The  second  legion  styled  the  August 

avlo  plato Rio  XKPOTE  leo[ato]  pb[o]PR[.etork].  A ul us  Platoriiu  Kcpos  being  legate  and  proprietor. 

From  it  was  obtained  the  broken  slab  represented  in  the  drawing.1  The 
left  hand  portion,  which  was  formerly  in  possession  of  Mr.  Warburton. 
the  surveyor,  is  now  in  the  library  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Durham.' 


1 It  ha*  been  generally  supposed  that  the  unbroken  slab  fn.  10)  is  tJ»p  one  which  was  found 

here.  Mr.  (’lavton  has  given  satisfactory  reasons  (Arch.  yEl.,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  1 ?rt?)  tor  ascribing  the 

broken  slab  to  the  Hot  Hank  castelliun,  and  the  perfect  one  to  the  Castle-Nick. 

* Horsley,  who  was  acquainted  with  this  fragment,  was  sorely  puzzled  with  the  last  line. 

Failing  to  recognize  in  it  the  name  of  the  legate,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  “ that  APIATORIVM 

was  tlie  name  of  a place  at  that  time.” — Hrit.  Horn.,  p.  2JW. 
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The  right  hand  fragment,  which,  when  first  noticed,  was  built  up  in  the 
kitchen  doorway  of  Bradley  Farm,  is  now  at  Matfen  Hall.  It  will  be 
observed  that  this  inscription  is  identical  with  that  found  in  the  Castle- 
Nick  castcllum,  which  is  figured  on  page  16,  and  that  it  corresponds 
with  the  fragment  found  in  the  Housesteads  castcllum.  A portion  of 
a similar  inscription  was  found  in  the  Cawficlds  castellum,  which  is 
four  Roman  miles  to  the  west  of  the  Castle-Nick.  The  occurrence  of 
these  slabs  in  four  several  mile-castles,  and  upon  that  part  of  the 
Wall  which  is  farthest  removed  from  the  Vallum,  gives  strong  coun- 
tenance to  the  opinion  that  the  Wall  was  the  work  of  Hadrian. 

One  mile  due  south  from  the  Milking  Gap  mile-castle  lies  Chester- 
holm,  the  Vindouaxa  of  the  Notitia.  It  has,  in  modern  times,  been 
variously  called  Little  Chesters,  the  Bowers,1  and  Chcster-in-the-Wood, 
as  well  as  by  its  present  design.ution.  This  is  the  first  time  that  we 
have  met  with  a station  to  the  south  of  both  lines  of  the  barrier : we 
shall  afterwards  meet  with  others ; but  in  no  instance  so  far  removed  as 
in  this  case.  The  Vallum  is  here  at  nearly  its  maximum  distance  from 
the  Wall,  and  Chestcrholm  is  not  much  more  than  half  a mile  south 
of  it.  The  Vallum  makes  two  rapid  curves,  something  in  the  form  of 
the  letter  S,  to  avoid,  apparently,  the  swellings  of  the  contiguous  marsh. 

Leaving  Milking  Gap  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  Vindolana,  we 
pursue,  for  a short  distance,  the  course  of  the  stream  which  flows 
out  of  Crag  Lough.  Nestled  under  the  lee  of  the  hill,  on  our  right 
hand,  are  the  remains  of  what  seems  to  be  an  ancient  British  village. 
There  are  several  circles,  formed  of  rough  blocks  of  basalt,  twenty  or 
twenty-five  feet  in  diameter,  and  the  whole  is  enclosed  by  a rampart  of 
loose  stones.  After  crossing  the  modern  military  road,  we  reach  some 
cottages  called  High  Shield.  Here  the  station  comes  into  view. 
Between  High  Shield  and  the  camp  are  traces  of  a paved  way  ; it  is 
probably  Roman.  In  the  field,  on  our  right,  arc  the  remains  of  a 
tumulus,  which  has  been  in  a great  measure  removed  ; and  at  the 
bottom  of  the  field,  near  to  the  farm-house  of  Coadley  Gate,  is  a large 

1 “ Little*  Clusters,  easily  disttnjruisht'd  by  the  clumps  of  tnt*«  and  brodmrcMHl  in  it,  like 
natural  arbours,  froiu  which  it  has  obtained  the  name  of  the  Bowers." — Wallis V Nor.,  Vol.  11.  p.  24. 
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tumulus,  nearly  uninjured.  Shall  wo  err  in  considering  those  mounds 
to  ho  the  memorials  of  an  era  anterior  to  the  Homan  ? 


IX.— VIXDOLAXA. 

The  station  of  Chcstcrholm  stands  upon  a partially  detached 
eminence,  surrounded  (though  not  so  closely  as  to  he  commanded)  by 
hills  of  superior  elevation..  On  all  sides,  except  the  west,  it  is  naturally 
defended,  whilst  the  sunumts.  of  the  surrounding  heights  afford  it  a 
degree  of  shelter  which  wdfdd-.be  peculiarly  grateful  to  the  natives  of 
southern  Europe.  Two  streams,  one  of  them  the  Brooky  Burn,  arising 
from  thu  Hanks  of  Winshields  Crag,  and  the  other  the  hum  which  issues 
from  Crag  Lough,  unite  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  station,  and 
form  the  Cbinelcy  Burn ; they  contribute  not  a little  to  the  strength 
as  well  as  the  romantic  beauty  of  the  position.1  Detached  ns  this  station 
is  from  the  Wall ; standing  as  it  does  upon  the  direct  line  of  road  which 
led  from  Cilurxl’M  to  Magna  ; and  commanding  the  important  defile 
giving  access  to  the  fertile  valley  of  the  South  Tyne,  there  is  great  pro- 
bability that  it  was  one  of  Agricola’s  forts.  The  early  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  too,  would  not  neglect  a position  like  this,  and  were  pro- 
bably driven  from  it  by  the  soldiers  of  Agricola.’ 

The  walls,  ditches,  and  gateways  of  the  station  (though  all  dis- 
cernible) are  in  a sadly  dilapidated  condition.  Its  former  owner,  the 
Rev.  Anthony  Medley,  a warm-hearted  man  and  an  earnest  antiquary, 
tells  us  that  its  “ramparts  had  from  time  immemorial  been  the  common 
quarry  of  the  farm,  and  partly  of  the  neighbourhood,  for  almost  every 
purpose  for  which  stone  is  wanted.”* 

The  station  contains  an  area  of  three  acres  and  a quarter;  its  height 
above  the  sea  is  three  hundred  and  sixty  feet.  Under  the  rich  sward  of 

‘ Before  fulling*  into  tlieTvne  the  ('hinder  Hum  is  called  Hanlon  Hum.  A little  below  the 
cottage  of  Chesterholm  the  Cluneley  Hurn  receives  the  waters  flowing*  out  of  Grindon  Lough. 
Thev  And  their  way  by  an  underground  channel  of  more  than  two  miles  in  length,  and  come 
bubbling  uji  through  the  fissures  of  the  limestone  rock  which  forms  the  bed  of  the  burn. 

Situated  on  the  southern  confines  of  the  territory  of  the  Ottadini,  it  was  probably  one  of 
n chain  of  fortresses  erected  by  them  against  their  powerful  neighbours  the  Hrignnte*.  ■ — Hev. 
Anthony  Hedley,  Arch.  ./El.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  208,  Old  Series. 

* Arclueologia  .Elianu.  Vol.  IM  p.  209,  Old  Series. 
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the  interior,  the  lines  of  streets  and  the  foundations  of  houses  are  still 
partially  visible. 

The  east  gateway  was  cleared  in  1S18.  The  rampart,  on  the  left 
side  of  it,  was  standing  six  feet  High  and  eight  ieet  thick.  The  entrance 
was  only  six  feet  wide.  A bight  of  stone  steps  led  from  this  opening 
down  the  declivity  which  leads  to  the  bun 
it  was  removed  as  soon  as  discovered.  I’o 
tions  of  the  west  rampart  were  in  IS, ‘$2  clean 
of  the  rubbish  which  encumbered  them.  T1 
wall  was  standing  twelve  feet  high,  but  was  bulging 
out.  Several  coping  stones,  belonging  to  the  western 
gateway  and  adjacent  wall,  were  found.  Some  of 
these,  together  with  Koine  peculiarly  dressed  stones 
and  altars,  are  built  up  in  the  kitehen  passage  of  the 
cottage  at  Chcsterholm.  The  annexed  eiit  represents  a portion  of  them. 
In  one  of  the  chambers  of  the  west  gateway  nearly  three  hundred  small 


brass  coins,  “mostly  of 
Constantins  and  Mag- 
nentius,  with  a few  of 
Constantine  II.  and 
Constans.  were  found." 

FOHTVXAB 
PjoPVLl)  R'oMAXl] 
f.  IVL.  HALT  I CVS  [c.]  LEO.  VI.  VIC. 

To  tlie  Fortune 
of  the  It  on  i an  jwojihj 
(.'a tus  Julius  Huhicus,  a centurion 
of  the  sixth  legion  the  victorious. 

Mr.  Hedlev  cleared  the 
outer  face  of  the  north- 
east angle  of  the  station, 
and  found  the  wall  stand- 
ing twelve  courses  high. 


O IVI. 


rI  he  lower  courses  were  formed  of  large  stones  file  upper  becoming 
gradually  smaller.  This  fine  piece  of  masonry  is  now  nearly  all  removed. 
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At  least  two  buildings  j»roviilod  with  hypoeausts  have  been  dis- 
covered here.  One  of  them  stood  a short  wav  within  the  eastern  irate- 
wav  on  the  northern  side  of  the  main  street.  Hodgson  thinks  it  was 
this  building  which  Warlmrton  partially  excavated  in  1717,  and  in 
which  he  found  the  altar  engraved  on  the  preceding  page.  The  altar 
is  now  in  the  Library  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Durham.  Warburton 
'jives  an  account  of  his  discovery  in  a letter  to  Roger  Gale  : — 

“ I have  below  given  you  the  sketch  of  tin  altar  which  some  workmen  fouml  in  a 
vault,  as  they  wrcrc  hildy  iliL-LONg,  by  niy  order,  in  tins  platform  of  a Komun  rastrnm  l»y 
the  1‘iets  Wall,  which,  as  it  is  the  bcnutifullc-t  ami  most  entire  1 have  ever  seen,  am 
thinking  to  present  it  to  the  King,  to  l»e  set  up  in  St.  James’  Gardens  . . . The 

place  where  1 dug  it  np  is  called  . . . Ghester-in-the-Wood  . . . My  workmen 

had  not  dug  above  two  yards  in  the  area  of  the  platform  before  they  struck  into  a vault 
of  a very  irregular  figure,  three-ij uarters  of  a yard  in  height,  and  three  or  four  in  breadth 
and  length,  all  blackened  on  the  inside  with  smoke  . . . This  great  altar  lay  with 

its  face  downwards,  and  by  it  another  of  the  stone  size,  hut  broken  in  pieces  and  the 
inscription  imperfect.” — Hutchinson's  Northumberland,  Yol.  I.,  p.  til. 

Ill  18:51  this  building  was  further  explored  by  Mr.  Hedley.  Several 
apartments  were  found  supported  upon  pillars.  One  of  the  rooms  had 
a circular  recess,1  and  on  the  outside  of  it 
were  found  three  noble  altars,  with  their  faces 
downwards.  The  furnace  still  existed,  and 
strong  marks  of  fire  were  observed  in  its 
vicinity.  The  pillars  of  the  hypocausts  were 
of  different  shapes  and  diameters;  some  of 
them  were  evidently  portions  of  former  build- 
ings, such  its  the  tinted  column  shown  in  the 
margin,  and  small  circular  columns  like  the 
balusters  of  stairs,  one  of  which  forms  the 
upright  stroke  of  the  initial  letter,  p.  87. 
Two  small  cisterns,  lined  with  cement,  were  found.  Other  buildings 
seemed  to  have  branched  off  from  the  apartments  explored.’  The  finest 
of  the  altars  found  on  this  occasion  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page. 

1 The  reader  will  rememlier  tiro  circular  bay  in  the  u baths’*  at  CnuRyix. 

1 lb  v.  J.  Hodg>oii  give*  a detailed  account  of  the  excavation. — Hint.  Nor.f  Pt.  1 [.,  VoL  III.,  p.  10(5. 
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The  inscription  on  this  altar,  which  is  longer  than  usual,  may  he 
read  in  the  following  manner: — 

l[OVl]  O PTIMO]  M^AXIMo’ 


rtmuQiin 
diis  immoht[alibv.^ 

F-T  OK.\IO]  PRAKTOHJI 
QVIMtw]  PETROMVS 

qivixti]  f'ilivb]  far[ia]  vrbicvs 
praef[i:<tv»]  coi^ortisT  nn. 

OA  1. 1.0  UV  M 
EX  ITALIA 
DOMO  BHIXIA 
VOTVM  SOLVIT 
PRO  SB 
AC  SVI8. 


To  Jupiter,  best  nod  {rmitort, 
ant!  the  other 
immortal  jroils, 

ami  tfie  irenius  of  the  pretorium, 
(Juintiis  lVtroiiius  Urhicus, 
mui  of  (Juintu*,  of  the  Fabian  iribr, 
prefect  of  the  fourth  cohort 
of  (i|Uls, 
from  Italy, 
u native  of  llrixia, 
discharged  a vow 
for  himself 
nnd  his  kindred. 


The  chief  peculiarity  of  this  altar  is  that  all  the  immortal  gods,  and 
the  presiding  genius  of  the  camp,  are  joined  with  Jupiter  in  the  invo- 
cation of  the  worshipper.  As  the  Rev.  John  Hodgson  remarks,  Petronius 
contrives  in  a few  lines  to  give  us  a tolerably  full  account  of  himself. 
The  llrixia  mentioned  is  the  modern  city  of  Brescia  iu  Lombardy ; the 
railway  between  Milan  and  Venice  runs  a little  to  the  south  of  it.  This 
and  other  inscriptions  induce  us  to  conclude  that,  although  the  auxiliary 
forces  of  Rome  consisted  mainly  of  foreigners,  their  commanders  were 
natives  of  Italy.  There  is  a blank  space  on  the  face  of  the  altar,  caused 
by  an  erasure.  As  the  inscription  is  complete,  it  is  supposed  that  the 
erasure  is  the  consequence  of  some  blunder  on  the  part  of  the  stone- 
cutter. No  satisfactory  account  has  been  given  of  the  storks  which 
adorn  both  sides  of  the  altar.  The  question  has  been  asked,  but  not 
answered,  was  the  stork  the  badge  of  the  fourth  cohort  of  Gauls? — or 
did  Petronius  introduce  this  bird,  so  remarkable  for  its  social  instincts, 
as  indicative  of  bis  ardent  attachment  to  his  absent  relatives,  the  “svis” 
of  the  altar?  This  altar  is  now  at  Chesters. 

Another  altar  to  Jupiter  was  found  at  the  same  time  as  the  former. 
For  many  years  it  stood  in  the  grass  plat  in  front  of  the  cottage  at 
Chesterhohn ; it  is  now  placed  in  the  colonnade  at  Chesters,  where  its 
full  proportions  are  seen,  and  where  it  is  protected  from  farther  injury 
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from  the  weather.  With  the  exception  of  the  first  two  lines,  the  writer 
has  not  been  able  to  decipher  the  inscription  to  his  own  satisfaction. 
Is  the  genius,  who,  along  with  Jupiter,  is  here  invoked,  the  genius  of 
the  emperor — i>[ouini]  n[ostri]  ? Hodgson  proposes  to  read  the  inscrip- 
tion thus : — JOVI  OPTIMO  MAXI- 
MO ET  GEXIO  lUISQVE  CUSTODIBVS 
COIIORS  QVAUTA  GALI.ORVM  ET  . . . 

c.ECILivs.  The  woodcut  repre- 
sents the  altar. 

The  third  altar  which  was 
found  on  this  occasion  is  a very 
tine  one,  to  the  Genius  of  the 
Preetorium,  which  has  been 
already  described,  page  67. 

A villa  of  considerable 
pretensions  stood  outside  the 
walls  of  the  station  on  its 
western  side.  Dr.  Hunter,  in 
a letter  dated  1702,  published 
in  the  Transactions  of  the 
Royal  Society,1  says : — 

**  Some  years  ago,  on  the  west 
aide  of  this  place,  about  fifty  yards 
from  the  walls  thereof,  there  was  dis- 
covered, under  a heap  of  rubbish,  a 
sipiarc  room,  strongly  vaulted  above, 
and  paved  with  large  square  stones 
set  in  lime;  and  under  this  a lower 
room,  whose  roof  was  sup|M»rted  by 
rows  of  square  pillars,  about  half  a yard  high.  The  upper  room  had  two  niches  like,  and 
perhaps  in  the  nature  of,  chimneys,  on  each  side  of  every  corner  or  square,  which  in  all 
made  the  number  sixteen ; the  pavement  of  this  room,  as  also  its  roof,  were  tinged  black 
with  smoke.” 

The  niches  in  the  sides  of  the  room,  of  which  Dr.  Hunter  speaks,  were 
no  doubt  the  flues  by  which  the  heated  air,  from  the  hypoeaust  below. 


INill  ur,  4 fort  t iacho  by  I fax  | inrhr*. 


1 Transaction*  of  tin-  Koval  Society,  Vol.  XXIII.,  ]i.  11:11. 
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was  taken  tip  tlic  walls  of  the  apartment.  Mr.  Hodgson,  speaking  of 
this  Imihling  at  a comparatively  recent  period,  says : — 

“ Tlic  pillars  of  the  hypooaust  are  ill  very  black  with  fire  anti  n<K>t ; anti  people 
say  tliat  the  Bower*,  from  tiie  Human  age  till  within  the  last  century,  was  the  ely.**ium  of 
a colony  of  fairies;  ami  this  ruined  hath  the  kitchen  to  one  of  their  palaces,  of  which 
the  soot  among  the  stones  was  undeniable  evidence;  and  confident  belief  affirmed  that 
Inn"  passages  led  from  this  laboratory  of  savoury  messes  to  subterranean  halls,  that  ever 
echoed  to  the  festivities  and  music  of  the  Queen  of  the  Bowers  and  her  aerial  court.** 

To  the  west  of  this  ruined  building  are  still  lying,  in  order,  a scries  of 
gutter-stones,  by  means  of  which  water  has  been  brought  either  to  this 
villa  or  the  station  itself,  from  an  abundant  spring  in  the  farther  ex- 
tremity of  the  field.  Their  position  is  marked  on  the  plan  of  the  station. 

The  Xotitia  places  at  Vixdolaxa  the  tribune  of  tlic  fourth  cohort 
of  Gauls.  Several  inscriptions  found  at  Chcsterholni  mention  this  cohort, 
two  of  which  have  already  been  presented  to  the  reader  (pp.  67,  216)  ; 

no  doubt  can, 
therefore,  exist 
that  it  is  the  Vix- 
dolaxa of  the  Ro- 
mans. The  com- 
mander, however, 
uniformly  receives 
the  title  of  prefect 
on  the  inscrip- 
tions, not  tribune. 

Before  leaving 
the  station  some 
more  of  its  anti- 
quities may,  with 
propriety,  he  exa- 
mined. The  altar 
represented  in  the 
cut  is  destitute  of 
an  inscription, hut 

if  we  may  judge  from  the  figure  that  adorns  its  capital,  and  the  club 
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which  is  carved  oil  one  of  its  side  panels,  it  hits  been  dedicated  to 
Hercules.  The  altar  is  more  ornate  than  usual.  Scallop  shells  and 
festoons  surround  the  base  of  the  capital,  and  the  palm  branch  and 
victor’s  wreath  fill  the  right  hand  panel.  It  is  now  at  Chesters. 

Warburton  found  here  a figure  of  Mercury,  which,  as  Horsley  tells 
us,  he  “ presented  to  the  Royal  Society,  together  with 
some  Homan  shoes  or  sandals,  which  were  found  at 
the  same  place  underground.”  There  is  still  at  Ches- 
terholm,  built  up  in  the  cottage,  a rude  and  imperfect 
sculpture,  representing  this  deity ; the  woodcut  shows  it. 

M e have  traces  of  several  bodies  of  troops  at 
Chcsterholm  besides  the  fourth  cohort  of  ('hulls,  who 
were  in  garrison  there  when  the  Xotitia  was  compiled.  The  largo  altar 
to  Fortune,  already  described,  was  erected  by  a centurion  of  the  sixth 
legion  ; it  is  probable  that  a portion  of  that  legion  was  stationed  here 
at  the  time  of  its  dedication ; and,  judging  from  the  boldness  and  grace 
ot  its  lettering,  this  must  have  been  at  an  early  period.  Horsley  had  in 
his  possession  two  Roman  bricks,  bearing  the  stamp  of  the  sixth  legion. 

Both  of  the  other  British  legions  have  left  marks  behind  them  of 
their  presence  at  , __ 

\ixnoLANA.  Acorn-  [imp.  c.»]ks.  traia’v.' 

parison  of  the  im-  j [iiadJhiaso  ;.wu.; 

jK'rfeet  inscription  fiv-a [lkAi.  11.  [*v«i.] 
here  inserted  with  \ a.  platouid  m.pote  pr.  rH.’ 

the  Castle-Xick  and  a,* 

Milking  Gap  inscriptions  enables  us  to  restore  it  to  its  original  complete- 
ness with  absolute  certainty.  In  this  inscription,  it  will  be  observed,  the 
name  of  the  emperor  is  in  the  dative  case,  in  the  others  referred  to  it  is 
in  the  genitive ; in  all  other  respects  they  are  the  same. 

Built  up  in  the  kitchen  passage,  near  the  me- 
morial of  the  labours  of  the  second  legion,  is  a stone 
bearing  witness  to  the  presence  of  some  part  of  the 
twentieth  also.  In  addition  to  the  usual  style  and 
titles  of  the  legion,  “ legio  vieesima  Valeria  vietrix  ” wo  have  a repre- 
sentation of  its  badge,  a boar. 
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THE  COHORTS  OF  THE  NERVI I. 


If  wo  may  credit  Wallis,  the  third  cohort  of  Nervii  have  left  a 


A VVllV- 


record  of  themselves 
in  this  camp.  He 
reads  the  fragment 
of  an  altar  to  Mars, 
here  shown,  thus:  — 

MARTI  YICTORI 
COH.  Ill,  NEHVIORVM 
rilAEPECT  I.  I'ANINVU. 


The  stone  is  still  on  the  spot,  hut  the  inscription  is  nearly  obliterated, 

in  consequence  of  its  having  been 
exposed  to  the  friction  of  cart 
wheels.  Happily  we  are  at  no 
loss  as  to  the  reading  of  the 
altar  to  Cocidius,  represented  in 
the  woodcut,  which  was  dedicated 
by  the  prefect  of  the  second 


DF.O  con  DIO 
D B C I M V 5 
CAEHRLLI- 
V*  VICTOR 

rit[.VKFCCTl's]  COIl[oHTIs]  II.  SF.n[vtORVJI 
V.l  L.  M. 


To  the  rod  Oocidius 
Dfciimw 
Cnerellius 
Victor, 

prefect,  of  the  second  cohort  of  Nervii, 
dedicates  this  altar, 

iu  discharge  of  a vow  willingly  and  worthily. 


lire.  1 fact  4 it>Ua  ty  I tut  f Inabct, 

cohorts  were  in  Britain  in  the  time  of  Hadrian. 


cohort  of  Nervii.  It  was  found 
at  Hardriding,  which  is  about  a 
mile  to  the  south  of  Vinhoi.axa. 
The  altar  is  now  in  the  collection 
at  Chesters.  The.  Nervii  were  a 
Belgian  tribe  of  great  bravery. 
The  second,  third,  and  sixth 
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The  engraving  represents  an  exceedingly  rude  funereal  stone,  which 
was  found,  in  1810,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Roman  way,  north  of  the 
station.  The  name  of  the  individual  to  whom  the  memorial  is  raised 
is  obscure. 


VISIT  ANNI91 
SX1III.  F.T  MESSES 
llll.  ET  DIES  VII. 


He  lived  years 
twenty-four,  and  months 
four,  nml  (lavs  seven. 

The  Rev.  John  Hodg- 
son, in  his  remarks  upon 
this  stone,  observes : — 

‘‘It  no  doubt  marked  the 
"rave  of  some  young  foreigner, 
to  whose  filial  affection  or  friend- 
ship or  some  estimable  quality  it 
was  placed  as  a ‘ rude  memorial.* 

And  sympathy  can  look  hack 
with  sorrow  over  fifteen  centu- 
ries, to  reflect  how  many  similar 
monuments  Imve  been  erected  on 
the  line  of  the  Homan  Wall  to 
foreigners  snatched  away  in  the 
prime  of  life.  The  sultry  savan- 
nahs of  the  West  India  Islands 
become  the  cemeteries  of  soldiers 
and  adventurers  from  Britain; 
and  the  earth  in  this  neighlxtur- 
liood,  no  doubt,  entombs  the  ashes 
of  thousands  of  warriors  attached 
to  the  Homan  army,  whom  the 
rigour  of  our  winters,  and  the 
changeful  climate  of  our  year,  *iw,  4 f.ti  bjr  i fcci  j inrkrs. 

consigned  to  premature  graves.  Almost  all  the  gravestones  we  find  are  to  young  perrons.** 
— History  of  Northumberland,  Pt.  II.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  201. 


1 We  would  have  expected  this  to  liuve  Urn  “anuos,*’  as  u menses”  and  “ dies”  an*  in  the 
accusative;  the  engraving,  however,  correctly  reprerenU  the  word  as  it  stands  in  the  inscription. 
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Tin;  RELIEF  OF  TIIE  TROOPS. 


Upon  this  passage  Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson,  in  liis  MS.,  with  great 
propriety  remarks : — 

44  The  conclusion  that  T feel  disposed  to  draw  from  the  absence  of  the  records  of 
the  deaths  of  aged  persona  is  very  different.  It  is  to  ine  most  convincing  proof  of  the 
admirable  system  of  relief  which  the  Homans  must  have  established  for  the  garrisons  in 
their  distant  stations,  perhaps  we  might  say  in  all ; and  that  though  the  cohorts  might  be 
stationary,  as  garrisons  of  particular  stations,  yet  that  the  individuals  composing  those 
cohorts  were  in  a constant  state  of  change,  and  that  they  served  no  longer  than  their 
stipulated  time,  on  the  expiring  of  which  they  were  removed  to  some  more  temperate 
station,  or  allowed  to  return  home.” 

The  figure  below  the  inscription  on  this  stone  is  probably  intended 

to  represent  the  urn  in 
which  the  ashes  of  the 
deceased  were  deposited. 

We  have  here  the 
record  of  a life  of  ordinary 
duration.  The  stone  was 
found,  in  1818,  on  the  out- 
side of  the  wall  of  the 
station,  near  the  eastern 
gateway ; it  is  now  in  the 
antiquarian  museum  at 
Chesters. 

! .n,  a 1.x  t | inches  by  I fust  9 inches. 

l/ns]  m[aniuvs] 
conx.  victor  s'ionifer]  cfoii.j 
mil’es]  AXX[o$]  XXVI.  Civ[l»] 

PA.1X10.MAE]  FILflVs]  SATVKNI- 
xi  pjnovixciA]  p[anxonae]  1 vix'itJ  ax[os]  LV.  d(ies'  XI. 

COXIVX  PnOCVRAVI. 

To  the  Divine  Manes. 

Cornelius  Victor,  standard  hearer  of  the  cohort, 
u soldier  for  twenty-six  years,  a citizen 
of  Pannouia,  son  of  Saturni- 

nus,  of  the  province  of  Pannoniu,  lived  fifty-five  years  and  eleven  days. 

I,  his  wife,  caused  this  monument  to  be  erected. 


‘This  reading  of  p.p.  is  conjectural;  both  iledley  und  Hodgson  read  it  **  pi ektiasi me." 
p h 1 >1  i]-p[i  liJ  has  also  been  suggested. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MYSTIC  SYMIIOLS. 


221 


} VAI.r.HI  AM 
Tlio  ceuturv  of  Yulmanus. 


Pan n on i a occupied  what  is  now  the  western  part  of  Hungary.  It 
is  remarkable  from  what  dis- 
tant ami  variouscountries  the  rptfril  /' 

Roman  garrison  in  Britain 
was  drawn. 

Built  up  in  the  cottage 
at  Chesterholm  is  the  small  eenturial  stone  represented  in  the  woodcut. 

The  most  singular  antiquity  belonging  to  the  station,  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Hodgson,  is  a stone  here  engraved,  and 
which  also  is  built  into  the  cottage  wall.  It  is 
probably  impossible  to  unravel  the  mysteries 
intended  to  be  shadowed  forth  by  these 
strange  symbols ; at  least  no  one  can 
y hope  to  succeed  better  than  Mr.  Hodg- 
, \ son  has  done.  He  says: — 

k “ This  triangular  stone  is  charged 

' with  n cockatrice,  lunette,  cross,  and 
' uinhilieatcd  moon,  one  above  another, 
and  the  globe  with  lines  dividing  it 
longitudinally  and  latitudinally  into 
four  quarters.  The  nmhili- 
rated  moon,  in  her  state  of 
oj>|M>sition  to  the  sun,  was 
the  symlwd  of  fruitfulness. 
She  was  also  the  northern 
&»* . u« , mbm vr . **« , u«bcu  Rate  by  which  Mercury  con- 

ducted souls  to  birth.  The  cross  the  Egyptians  regarded  ns  the  emblem  of  reproduction 
and  resurrection.  It  was,  ns  Shaw  remarks,  the  same  as  the  ineffable  image  of  eternity 
that  is  noticed  by  Suidas.  The  crescent  was  the  lunar  ship,  which,  in  Mr.  Faber's 
language,  bore  the  Great  Father  and  the  Great  Mother  over  the  waters  of  the  deluge: 
and  it  was  also  the  boat  or  ship  that  took  aspirants  over  lakes  or  arms  of  the  sea  to  the 
sacred  islands  to  which  they  resorted  for  initiation  into  the  mysteries,  and  which  carried 
souls  from  the  river  of  death  to  the  happy  bowers  and  meadows  of  Elysium.  The  cock- 
atrice, cock-adder,  or  basilisk  is  said  to  have  had,  ns  here  represented,  a head  like  a 
cock  and  a tail  like  a snake.  Perhaps  these  hieroglyphics  were  connected  with  some 
festival  of  the  Pagan  year,  and  the  star,  called  the  basilisk  in  the  heart  of  the  celestial 
Lion,  was  intended  to  be  represented  here.  The  globe,  divided  into  four  quarters,  is 
plainly  the  old  tale  about  the  upper  and  lower  hemisphere* — Ceres  and  Proserpine — the 
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region*  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  symbolized  by  the  equinoxes ; and  the  gates  of 
Cancer  and  Cnprieoti— the  doors  into  time  and  eternity  by  the  eoUticea.”—  History  of 
Northumberland*  Pt.  II.*  Vol.  111.,  j».  2tKi. 

Built  into  tin-  kitchen  passage 
fit  Chestcrhohn  is  a stone — lien’  re- 
presented— which,  when  Wallis  saw 
it,  was  used  as  a rubbing  post  for 
cattle  in  a neighbouring  iield.  It 
has  prohahlv  funned  part  of  an  altar, 
dedicated  bv  the  Yunatoris  Yixno- 
!.ax.e  to  Silvamts  or  (,'ocidius  or  Diana. 
The  upper  portion  of  the  sculpture 
represents  a stag  in  a.  wood,  the  lower 
portii *d  two  fawns.  Wallis  says  : — 
*•  Many  stays’  horns  have  been  digged 
up : some  of  an  unusual  size  ; one. 
presented  to  me,  measures  round  the 
base  nine  inches.'1 

The  fragment  of  tin  altar,  here 
shown,  is  in  the  kitchen  passage 
already  referred  t<>.  It  has  the  bilht-mouldiug  and  the  zig-zag  orna- 
ment, which  the  N’orman 
architects  afterwards  so 
extensively  adopted. 

Hut  the  most,  inte- 
resting antiquarian  relie 
connected  with  Yixno- 
i.axa  is  the  Iloman  milestone  which  stands  near  the  north-eastern 
angle  of  the  station,  on  the  spot  when’  Homan  hands  planted  it,  at 
least  seventeen  centuries  ago.  A Homan  road  ran,  as  has  been  already 
stated,  direct  from  ( ’n.ritM  M to  Maoxa.  skirting  the  north  rampart  of 
tins  station.  It  is  not  improbable  that  this  military  way  may  have 
been  part  of  the  engineering  scheme  by  which  Agrieola  sought  to  secure 
the  lower  isthmus  of  Britain  before  venturing  to  advance  northward. 
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Should  Agricola  have  originally  made  the  road,  it  is  highly  probable 
that  Hadrian  would  set  it  in  order  and  plant  milestones  upon  it.  West- 
ward of  the  station  the  course  of  this  way  may  easily  be  traced  ; it  is 
seen  shooting  up  the  hill  in  an  undeviating  course  for  about  two  miles. 
Eastward,  it  is  not  so  easily  discerned,  as,  for  a little  distance,  it  is 
covered  with  turf;  when  once  detected,  however,  it  cannot  be  mistaken. 
Instead  of  going  directly  east,  it  swerves  to  the  north  so  as  to  bring  the 
wayfarer  to  the  shoulder  of  the  hill  that  overlooks  Crag  Lake  Burn  ; 
and  then  bending  at  an  angle  it  proceeds  upon  its  proper  course. 
Shortly  after  passing  the  limekilns,  at  present  in  use,  it  is  for  several 
miles  made  to  serve  its  original  purpose — a road. 

The  milestone  is  shown  in  the  foreground  of  the  accompanying 
lithographic  plate  ; the  camp  occupies  the  platform  in  the  background. 
The  pillar  is  six  feet  high  and  one  foot  ten  inches  in  diameter.  The 
traces  of  an  inscription  are  visible  on  its  western  face,  but,  with  the 
exception  of  a letter  of  two,  nothing  can  be  made  out.  Besides  this 
milestone,  another,  within  a recent  period,  stood  a Roman  mile  to  the 
west  of  it,  but  it  was  split  into  two,  in  order  to  form  gateposts.'  As  this, 
so  far  us  the  author  is  aware,  is  the  only  Roman  milestone  in  Britain 
standing  in  position,  it  seems  fitting  to  set  down  here  all  that  is  known 
respecting  it.  Horsley,  under  the  head  of  Northumberland,  LIX., 
writes : — 

“ Near  Little  Cheater*  there  arc  mime  of  the  military  stone*,  which  are  said  to  have 
been  erected  at  the  end  of  each  mile  upon  the  military  ways,  from  whence  the  phrase  “ad 
tertium,”  or  “ad  quartum  lapidem.”  One  of  these  is  thrown  down,  and  lie*  under  a hedge 
near  the  rivulet,  a little  east  of  this  station.  And  about  two  mile*  west  from  the  station, 
u|*m  the  common,  there  is  another.  But  the  most  curious  one  is  standing  at  about  a 
mile’s  distance  or  less  from  this  place  to  the  west.  The  military  way  that  passes  directly 
from  Walwick  Chesters  to  Caervorati  is  here  very  visible ; and  close  by  the  side  of  it 
ptands  a rude  large  pillar,  with  a remarkable  inscription  u|>on  it,  in  large  letters,  but  very 
coarse,  Bono  Keipvblicak  Xato.” 

In  his  preface  lie  gives  us  the  additional  information  : — 

“ This  is  an  usual  compliment  paid  to  the  emperors;  but  what  particular  emperor  it 


‘The  fragments  are  now  lying  on  the  causeway  at  a point  where  a rustic  road  crosses  it  ut 
right  ungles. 


Digitized  by  Google 


224 


A ROMAN  MILKSTONK. 


is  designed  for  in  this  inscription,  may  need  a farther  inquiry.  The  faint  letters  nm, 
which  on  the  last  review  were  discovered  above  the  word  noxo,  render  it  very  probable 
that  either  Hadrian  or  Antoninus  Pius  has  been  intended.  The  implication  of  the  letters 
du  is  the  same  as  in  the  Bcnwell  inscription  to  the  Emperor  Antoninus  Pius ; and 
Hadrianus  is  generally  inserted  among  the  names  of  this  emperor.  But  as  there  is  no 
room  between  the  letters  r>Rt  and  the  word  boxo  for  the  other  usual  names  of  Antoninus 
Pius,  I think  Hadrian  must  have  been  the  emperor  to  whom  this  pillar  has  been  inscriltcd, 
and  to  him  the  compliment  u|Min  it  is  very  suitable.  And,  if  this  be  admitted,  we  shall 
hence  be  furnished  with  a strong  argument  to  prove  that  this  military  wav,  from  Walwiek 
Chesters  by  Little  Chesters  to  Cacrvoran,  was  laid  in  the  time  of  Hadrian,  and  most 
probably  at  the  same  time  when  this  Valluiu  was  raised,  which  favours  the  scheme  I have 
advanced  concerning  this  Vallum.” 

Horsley’s  pen  must  have  slipped  when  he  states  that  the  pillar  “a 
little  to  the  east  of  the  station”  was  thrown  down,  and  was  lying  under 
a hedge  near  the  rivulet.  If  it  had  once  been  thrown  down  it  would 
never  have  been  re-erected. 

Persons  who  have  known  the  district  longest,  nnd  most  intimately, 
have,  in  answer  to  the  present  writer's  inquiries,  told  him  that  they 
never  knew  the  stone  in  any  other  position  than  its  present  one ; and 
the  people  before  them  never  spoke  of  its  having  been  prostrate.. 

The  testimony  of  the  writers  nearest  to  the  time  of  Horsley  leads 
to  the  Kline  conclusion.  Stukeley  visited  the  spot  in  1125.  Proceeding 
from  the  west,  he  says  : — 

“ Before  we  come  to  Little  Chester  is  a most  noble  column  or  milestone,  set  upon 
the  road;  it  is  of  a large  bulk  and  height,  with  an  inscription,  but  only  not  quite 
defaced.  Mr.  Gale  thought  he  could  read  tvng.  uj>on  it;  it  is  the  finest  stone  of  this 
sort  I have  seen,  and  would  have  informed  us  who  made  the  road.” 

Then  coming  to  the  station  he  thus  describes  the  stone  which  is 
the  object  of  our  present  enquiry  : — 

‘‘In  a corner  of  a field  below,  by  the  side  of  a brook,  and  as  the  military  way  turns 
up  the  hill,  is  another  such  milliary  stone,  hut  no  inscription  legible.” 

Gordon  does  not  mention  the  milestone.  Wallis,  whose  history 
was  published  in  1769,  gives  satisfactory  testimony  ; — 

“ The  Via  Viciimlis  from  Caer-vorran  to  Walwick  Chesters  comes  close  up  to  the 
north  side  of  it,  [the  station  of  Vixdoi.axa]  on  which  a Homan  milliary  stone  is  still 
standing  by  a gate  called  Caudley  Gate,  near  the  brink  of  Hanlon  streamlet : also 
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another  a mile  west  from  it,  in  a straight  line ; the  road  very  fair;  the  milestone*  in  line 
preservation,  of  white  rag,  six  feet  four  inches  in  diameter  [circumference], and  near  as  much 
in  height  aboveground,  of  a round  figure,  like  garden  rollers.” — Hist.  Nor.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  25. 

Brand,  in  1789,  says: — 

“ A remarkable  pillar  or  military  shine  stands  a little  to  the  cast  of  this  station, 
udjoining  to  the  military  way  of  Severn*.  I was  informed  of  another  to  the  west  of  the 
station.” — History  of  Newcastle,  Vol.  I.,  p,  610. 

Thus  there  is  reason  to  conclude  that  Britain  can  boast  of  possess- 
ing one  milestone  which  occupies  the  position  in  which  it  was  placed 
by  Roman  hands.  And  there  is  little  probability  of  its  being  now 
exposed  to  the  action  of  ruthless  violence.  The  camp  and  contiguous 
hinds,  as  well  ns  the  ground  on  which  the  milestone  stands,  have  recently 
passed  into  the  possession  of  Mr.  Clayton,  to  whom  antiquaries  are  already 
under  such  great  obligations. 

Rejoining  the  Wall  at  Milking  Cap,  and  continuing  our  course 
westward,  we  soon  arrive  at  a conspicuous  gap  on  the  Steel-rig  grounds. 
The  Wall  on  the  eastern  declivity  of  this  pass  may  be  studied  to  great 
advantage.  The  courses  arc  laid  parallel  to  the  horizon ; the  mortar  of 
each  course  of  the  interior  seems  to  have  been  smoothed  over  before 
the  superincumbent  mass  was  added.  The  opposite  lithograph  will 
give  the  indoor  antiquary  some  idea  of  this  portion  of  the  Wall. 

Mounting  another  hill,  we  find  the  Wall  shooting  nearly  due 
north,  in  order  to  seize  the  very  edge  of  the  cliff.  Descending,  again, 
almost  immediately,  into  the  valley,  we  come  to  another  gap,  in  which 
are  the  remains  of  a mile-castle.  From  this  circumstance  the  defile 
has  received  the  name  of  the  Castle-Nick.  The  castellum  was,  in  1854. 
freed  from  its  encumbering  rubbish  by  Mr.  Clayton,  on  whose  property 
it  stands.  The  walls  of  the  building  are  in  a good  state  of  preservation  : 
they  are  seven  feet  thick,  and  about  five  feet  high.  The  castle  measures, 
in  the  inside,  fifty  feet  from  east  to  west,  and  sixtv-two  feet  from  north 
to  south.  The  gateways  do  not  present  the  usual  massive  masonry ; 
they  have  doubtless  been  altered  since  their  original  construction.  The 
chief  peculiarity  of  this  castle  is.  that  the  foundations  of  the  interior 
apartments  of  the  building  still  remain,  on  the  western  side.  These 
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erections  have  been  independent  of  the  main  walls,  and  have  been  more 
rudely  constructed.  The  accompanying  lithographic  view,  taken  from 
a sketch  by  Mr.  Henry  Richardson,  shows  its  position.  Tlie  south-east 
corner  of  the  castle  is  worthy  of  attention.  Standing  on  sloping  ground, 
it  has  been  built  first,  upon  a broader  base'  than  the  other  parts,  and 
altogether  contrived  so  as  to  resist  the  thrust  of  the  portions  which 
pressed  upon  it.  No  inscriptions  were  found  during  the  recent  excava- 
tions ; the  important  slab,  the  memorial  of  the  labours  of  the  second 
legion  under  Aldus  l’latorilts  Ncpos  (see  p.  1(1).  having  been  previouslv 
removed.  Fragments  of  Roman  pottery,  of  various  kinds,  though 
smaller  in  ipiantity  than  usual,  were  found.  A terra-cotta  lam]),  shown 

j in  the  margin,  was  picked  up.  by 

means  of  which  the  Roman  sentry 
may.  perchance,  have  endeavoured 
to  relieve  the  dreariness  of  the  long 
winter's  night.  In  such  a situation 
articles  of  elegant  workmanship 
could  not  Ik-  looked  for ; some 
were,  however,  found.  The  bronze  fibula,  shown  in  the  woodcut  (1), 
as  well  as  the  enamelled  fibula  (2).  and  stud  (II),  which  are  also  figured. 


all  of  them  of  the  full  size,  were  found  here.1  Knamelled  articles  are 
exceedingly  rare  upon  the  line  of  the  Wall. 

The  Roman  military  way  is  in  excellent  preservation  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  cnstellum,  and  may  be  examined  with  advantage.  Its  width  is 
about  twenty  feet  ; the  kerb-stones  are  in  their  place. 

Proceeding  onwards  a minor  depression  in  the  mural  ridge,  called 


’ The  cro«s  on  the  fibula  (2)  is  mi ; the  dotted  spaces  between  the  rays  beinsr  coloured  with 
two  tints  of  pub*  jfrwn.  The  etud  (3)  has  its  outer  circle  red,  with  white  and  black  dote;  the 
Wond  jrreen.  with  black  dot* : flip  inner  circle  red.  with  11  central  black  dot. 
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the  Cats’  .Stairs,  is  reached,  after  which  we  come  to  Peel  Crag,  one  of 
the  most  precipitous  faces  which  the  Wall  has  had  to  traverse.  The 
military  way  ingeniously  avoids  the  sudden 
descent  by  winding  round  the  southern 
projections  of  the  rock.  The  lithographic 
view  represents  the  northern  aspect  of  the 
crags,  as  they  appear  here.  After  passing 
a cottage,  called  the  Peel,  a modern  road 
is  encountered  which  leads  to  Kidder  and 
so  into  Scotland;  in  its  progress  north- 
wards, however,  it  soon  degenerates  into 
a mere  track. 

As  the  defile  at  Peel  Crag  is  wider 
than  usual,  special  precautions  have  been 
taken  to  defend  it.  On  both  sides  of  the 
pass  the  Wall  bends  sharply  to  the  south. 

This  has  the  double  effect  of  narrowing 
the  gorge  and  exposing  an  enemy  to  a fianking-fire  within  half  a how- 
shot  on  both  sides.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  low  ground  north  of  the 
Wall  was  a swamp  in  the  days  of  the  Homans,  which  would  render  it 
more  easy  of  defence. 

On  the  western  side  of  Peel  Crag,  sheltered  by  a few  trees,  is  the 
now  deserted  farm-house  of  Steel-rig.  Here  the  Wall  loses  the  basaltic 
ridge,  and  runs  along  a stratum  of  sandstone.  For  some  distance  it  is 
in  a ruinous  state,  but  the  fosse  is  boldly  developed.  The  crags  shortly 
reappear,  and  the  ditch  again  ceases.  Before  reaching  the  summit 
of  Winshields,  the  highest  point  traversed  by  the  Wall,  a mile-castle  is 
met  with;  it  is  about  eight  furlongs  from  Castle-Nick.  Winshields 
Crag  is  one  thousand  feet  above  the  sea.  The  prospect  from  it  is  very 
extensive  in  every  direction.  On  a clear  day  the  vessels  navigating 
the  Solway  can  easily  be  descried.  Burnswark  and  C'riffell,  well  known 
heights  in  Dumfriesshire,  come  into  view. 

Proceeding  onwards  from  this  jtoint,  we  rind  the  Wall  in  an  en- 
couraging state  of  preservation.  A little  friendly  help  has  been  given 
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to  make  the  facing  stones  on  each  side  equal  the  height  of  the  core  of 
the  interior.  The  accompanying  lithographic  view  represents  the  Wall 
in  this  jMirt  of  its  course. 

A gentle  descent  now  brings  ns  to  Shield-on -the- Wall,  a thatched 
cottage,  which  is  about  to  he  removed.  It  probably  stands  upon  the 
site  of  a mile-castle,  and  is  composed  of  its  materials.' 

Shortly  afterwards  we  come  to  a gap  of  very  hold  proportions. 
Popular  faith  asserts  it  to  have  been  the  abode  of  evil  spirits,  and  it  is 
known  by  the  ominous  name  of  Bogle  Hole.  The  sides  of  the  gap  are 
steep;  oil  the  western  declivity  the  courses  of  the  Wall  are,  for  the 
most  part,  conformable  to  the  ground,  but  they  are  stayed  up  by  occa- 
sional steps  parallel  to  the  horizon.  In  the  valley,  to  the  south,  the 
Vallum  is  seen  pressing  forward  in  a straight  line ; but  the  Wall,  fol- 
lowing the  deflections  of  the  crags,  is  brought  into  closer  contact  with 
it  than  it  has  been  for  some  distance.  The  vicinity  of  Bogle  Hole 
seems  a fitting  place  for  introducing  the  following  passage  from  Proco- 
pius, a Byzantine  historian  of  the  sixth  century.  We  can  readily 
conceive  that  at  a period  when  the  inroads  of  the  Caledonians  were 
still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  the  inhabitants,  the  country  north  of  the 
Wall  would  be  regarded  with  superstitious  dread. 

“Moreover,  in  tin**  isle  of  iirittia,  men  of  ancient  time  built  a long  wall,  rutting 
oft’  a great  portion  of  it;  for  the  soil,  and  the  man,  ami  nil  other  things  are  not  alike  on 
both  Bides:  for  on  the  eastern  [southern]  side  of  the  Wall  there  is  a w holesomeness  of 
air  in  conformity  with  the  seasons,  moderately  warm  in  summer,  and  cool  in  winter. 


1 When  Mr.  Clayton’s  workmen  were  tuning  a tlniin  in  the  fosse  of  the  Vallum.  opjmsite 

Shield-on-thr- Wall,  they  mine  upon  a 
wheel,  wliit'li,  whether  lh>umn  nr  not, 
must  lie  of  considerable  antiquity.  It 
lay  upward*  of  four  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  fom>  It  was  cuimmsed 
entirely  of  oak,  its  various  parts  being 
pinned  together  by  wooden  bolts.  It 
fed]  to  piece*  on  lieing  removed,  but 
rbe  accompanying’  sketch  was  taken  as 
it  lay  on  the  spot  when*  it  was  found. 
The  diameter  of  the  wheel  was  three 
feet  six  inches.  Its  rim,  which  consisted 
of  seven  segments,  was  nine  inches  in 
depth,  and  four  inches  in  breadth, 
has  lieen  considerably  dished,  uud  wus  proWdy  attached  to  the  axle,  revolving  with  it. 
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Many  men  inhabit  here,  living  much  os  other  men.  The  trees,  with  their  appropriate 
fruit*,  flourish  in  season,  ami  their  corn  lauds  arc  as  productive  as  others;  and  the  district 
appears  sufficiently  fertilized  by  streams.  But  on  the  western  [northern]  side  all  is 
different,  insomuch  indeed  that  it  would  he  impossible  for  a man  to  live  there,  even 
half  an  hour.  Vipers  and  serpents  innumerable,  with  all  other  kinds  of  wild  beasts, 
infest  that  place;  and,  what  is  most  strange,  the  natives  affirm  that  if  anyone,  [Kissing  the 
Wall,  should  proceed  to  the  other  side,  he  would  die  immediately,  tumble  to  endure  the 
unwholesomeness  of  the  atmosphere.  Death,  also,  attacking  such  beasts  as  go  thither, 
forthwith  destroys  them.  . . . They  say  that  the  souls  of  men  departed  are  always 

conducted  to  this  place;  but  in  what  manner  I will  explain  immediately,  having  frequently 
heard  it  from  men  of  that  region,  relating  it  most  seriously,  although  I would  rather 
ascribe  their  asseverations  to  a certain  dreamy  faculty  which  possesses  them." — (iiles's 
Ancient  Britons,  Vol.  I.,  p.  4<M. 

The  next  defile  is  Caw  Gap ; some  ruined  cottages.  formed  of 
Wall  stones,  stand  in  it.  Tin-  fosse  reappears  for  a short  distance.  A 
road  runs  through  this  pass  to  the  north,  which  soon  becomes  a mere 
track.  It  passes  a solitary  house,  called  Burn  Deviot,  nearly  due  north 
from  the  gap,  which  was  long  the  resort  of  smugglers  and  sheep-stealers. 

The  enigs  .along  which  we  soon  find  ourselves  to  be  proceeding 
possess  a considerable  elevation  above  the  plains  below.  Here  are 
traces  of  what  appear  to  lx?  mural  turrets. 

Passing  another  small  gap,  called  the  Thorny 
Doors,  we  come  to  a tract  of  Wall  in  tin  excel- 
lent state  of  preservation.  The  lower  courses 
have  recently  been  freed  from  the  rubbish  which 
for  centuries  had  covered  them,  and  the  fallen 
stones  replaced  in  their  projXT  order.  Amongst  the  loose  stones,  one 
has  been  found  which  furnishes  us  with  evidence  that  the  twentieth 
legion  was  engaged  in  the  erection  of  the  Wall.  It  is  preserved  amongst 
the  antiquities  at  Chesters,  and  is  represented  in  the  adjoining  cut.1 

The  next  gap  is  a wide  one,  and  in  it  is  a mile-castle  of  considerable 
interest.  It  is  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Clayton,  and  the  clearing  of  it 

1 This  is  nut  the  only  memorial,  ns  we  shall  afterwards  find,  which  the  twentieth  legion  have  left 
of  their  lul  tours  on  the  Wall  itself,  besides  those  which  we  meet  with  in  stations.  In  air.  Horsley’s 
time  there  was  an  absence  of  such  testimonies.  Sjietiking  of  the  twentieth  legion,  that  aide  anti- 
quary sa vs; — “Oue  would  expect  that  this  legion  bore  its  part  in  building  Scvenis’s  Wall;  loir 
among  all  the  centuriu)  inscriptions  upon  the  face  of  this  Wall,  I remember  not  one  of  this*  legion, 
or  of  any  cohort  said  to  belong  to  ir.  This  makes  me  suspect,  that  this  twentieth  legion  was  no  wav 
concerned  in  that  work  ; though  I know*  not  for  w hat  reason,  or  how  they  came  to  lie  excused, 
since  it  is  certain  they  continued  in  Britain  long  alter  this.” — liritminia  Humana,  p.  86. 
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was  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  important  explorations  undertaken  liv 
tlult  gentleman.  As  the  eastelhun  resembles  in  its  parts  tliose  wliieh 
have  since  been  explored,  and  have  been  already  described,  a minute 
account  of  it,  will  not  he  necessary.  When  the  accompanying 
drawing  was  taken,  the  whole  of  the  area  had  not  been  excavated. 
The  fort  measures,  inside,  sixtv-three  feet  from  east  to  west,  and  forty- 
nine  from  north  to  south.  The  walls  are  eight  foot  thick,  and  have 
seven  or  eight  courses  of  stone  standing.  The  masonry  of  lioth  northern 
and  southern  gateways  is  peculiarly  massive.  The  lightly  chiselled  lines, 
by  which  the  mason  was  guided  in  placing  the  snjierineiimbent  stones, 
are.  in  some  eases,  quite  distinct.  A recess  has  been  provided  on  each 
side  of  the  gateways  for  the  folding  doors  to  fall  hack  into.  The  pivot- 
holes  of  the  gates  remain.  In  clearing  the  interior,  fragments  of  gray 
slate,  pierced  for  roofing,  were  found  among  the  rubbish,  and  marks  of 
fire  were  found  against  the  south  wall;  there  can  he  no  doubt  that 
temporary  barracks  were  planted  against  the  walls.  Neither  were 
proofs  of  residence  wanting.  Large  pieces  of  earthenware  vessels, 
chiefly  of  the  coarser  kind;  fragments  of  hand-mills,  some  of  them  of 
the  description  brought  from  Andernaeh  on  the  Rhine;  and  some  oyster- 
shells  were  timml.  The  millstones  seem  to  have  been  regarded  as  valu- 
4.  #•,  able ; one  of  the  fragments  found  is  marked 

; with  the  name  of  a century  : j i.vci[i] — the 
\ j | century  of  Lucius.  Two  denarii  were  dug  up  ; 
n ~ ■ 1 ■ ~ ^ one  of  Vespasian,  the  other  of  Marcus  Aurelius. 
Some  articles  in  bronze  and  two  large  glass  heads  were  found. 

Two  inscribed  stones  were  met  with.  One  of  them,  though  hut 

_ a fragment  of  the  original,  is  exceedingly  interesting. 

PKnoU'di  of  it  is  left  to  show  that  it  was  a repetition  of 
© ^ 1 
those  found  in  the  Housesteads,  Milking  Gap.  and  (,'astle- 

Niek  mile-castles,  recording  the  names  of  Hadrian.  Aldus 
Platorioas  Xepos.  and  the  second  legion.  The  other, 
drawn  on  the  next  page,  has  evidently  been  a monu- 
mental slab,  hut  has  been  roughly  shaped  into  a circular 
form  and  used  as  a hearth-stone.  It  was  found  on  the 
west  side  of  the  south  matewav;  the  face  was  downwards,  and  it  was 
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covered  with  six  feet  of  rubbish.  Fortunately  the  inscription  is  not 
wholly  obliterated.  The  phrase,  “ titulum  posuit,”  is  exceedingly  rare 
on  British  tombstones,  but  it 
is  frequently  met  with  in  the 


castle,  and  the  antiquities  found  in  it,  the  reader  is  referred  to  a paper 
by  Mr.  Clayton,  entitled  “Account  of  Excavations  at  the  Mile-castle 
of  Cawfields,”  in  the  Arehaiologia  iEliana,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  54,  O.S. 

South  of  this  castle,  and  a little  before  coining  to  the  modern 
military  road,  is  another  of  those  temporary  camps  of  which  we  have 
hail  several  examples.  It  has  an  area  of  half  an  acre.  “ The  defences 
on  all  sides,  except  the  cast,  arc  natural  and  good,  but  that  side  has 
undergone  so  much  alteration  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  ditches  precisely.”'  The  Roman  road  between  Cii.uknum 
and  Maoxa  runs  past  it.  On  the  western  side  of  the  camp  is  a freestone 
quarry  which  has  been  used  by  the  Homan  soldiers.  In  the  paper  already 
referred  to.  Mr.  Clayton  says : — 

**  In  riding  over  Haltwhistle  Fell,  before  it#  enclosure  in  the  euminer  of  1*44,  I came 
upon  some  workmen  employed  in  reo[»ening  an  old  quarry;  they  told  inc  they  had  met  with 
a “ written  etone.”  I dismounted  from  my  home,  and  climbed  the  face  of  the  rock,  when 

1 Vide  Collectanea  Antiqun,  Vol.  II..  p.  |0*J.  Trove#.  • 


museums  of  Germany.1  For 
a fuller  account  of  this  mile- 
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To  the  divine  Mane#. 
Dajmnldiis  u soldier 
•»f  Pannonin  lived  years — 
Pusinna 

his  wife  placed  this  memorial. 
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I found  inscribed  in  letter*,  very  clear  ami  fresh,  leg.  VI.  v.  From  it*  position  on  a 
wide  waste,  far  removed  from  any  abode  of  man,  but  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
Unman  Harriers,  this  quarry  could  not  |>ossibly  have  been  used  for  any  other  pur|*>*e 
than  for  the  supply  of  stones  for  them;  and  from  the  freshness  of  the  letters  of  the 
inscription,  must  have  been  filled  up  with  earth  so  soon  as  the  Roman  soldiers  ceased  to 
use  it.  The  workmen  promised  to  spare  the  written  rock,  but  the  next  time  I rode  that 
way  it  had  been  shivered  to  pieces.” 

The  quarry  was  soon  afterwards  closed.  Between  the  Cawfields 
mile-castle  and  the  station  of  Great  Chesters  there  is  little  requiring 
remark.  Haltwhistle  Burn  Head  is  the  first  object  of  interest  that  we 
meet  with.  The  burn  is  derived  from  the  overflowings  of  Greenlee 
Lough.  Between  its  source  and  the  Wall  it  is  called  Caw  Burn ; below 
that  {joint  it  hears  the  name  of  Haltwhistle  Burn.  Occasionally  the 
stream  is  too  much  swollen  to  admit  of  the  passage  of  pedestrians : 
in  this  case  the  bridge  on  the  military  road  must  be  resorted  to. 

Westward  of  the  Burn  Head  farm-house  the  fosse  is  boldly 
developed,  hut  the  Wall  is  traceable  only  in  the  ruins  of  its  foundations. 
“About  mid-way  between- the  water  and  the  station  of  /Esica  are 
traces  of  a building  al>out  the  size  of  the  mile-castles,  hut  unlike  them, 
being  partly  within  and  partly  without  the  Wall.  Its  distance  from 
the  last  is  only  about  four  furlongs;”  Hence  it  remains  a question 
whether  it  he  a mile-castle  or  not.  It  is  in  a ruinous  condition. 

.V— /ESU'A. 

The  stationary  camp  of  Great  Chesters  is  rather  more  than  lour 
miles  distant  from  Chesterholm,  and  is  nearly  six  miles  from  House- 
steads,  following  the  course  of  the  Wall.  Although  it  has  popularly 
obtained  the  epithet  of  Great,  it  is  one  of  the  smaller  stations,  containing 
only  about  three  acres.  Its  height  above  the  sea  is  five-hundred  and 
fifty  feet.  It  is  well  situated,  having  a southern  exposure  ; the  ground 
falls  gently  from  it  in  even'  direction. 

The  ramparts  and  fosse  of  the  station  are  clearly  marked.  On  the 
west  side  there  is  a double  ditch.  The  station  comes  close  up  to  the 


; Mr.  McLjiuehlun's  Memoir,  p.  4-4. 
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great  Wall,  but  whether  it  had  an  independent  rampart  on  this  side  or 
not,  there  are  now  no  means  of  ascertaining.  Both  the  southern  corners 
are  rounded  off  in  the  usual  manner.1 

The  south  gate  is  clearly  marked ; it  is  about  one-third  of  the 
length  of  the  front  from  the  south-east  angle.  Appearances  seem  to  in- 
dicate that  the  east  gate  was  in  the  centre  of  the  cast  rampart ; there 
are  no  satisfactory  traces  of  any  opening  on  the  west  side. 

The  interior  of  the  camp  is  replete  with  the  foundations  of  houses, 
but  with  the  exception  of  a vaulted  chamber,  near  its  centre,  none  are 
exposed.  The  room  resembles  in  many  respects  the  /Emrium  at 
Cn.i  RM  M.  The  suburban  buildings  have  been  chiefly  situated  on  the 
south  and  east  of  the  station.  One  building,  with  hanging  floors,  is  at 
present  partially  exposed. 

A road  leads  from  the  south  gateway  of  the  station  to  the  Roman 
military  way  running  between  Cilurxum  and  Magna.  In  close  con- 
tiguity with  the  Vallum,  and  lying  south-west  of  the  station,  is  a barrow 
and  two  circular  enclosures.  Nearly  due  south,  and  near  the  Stanegate, 
are  a group  of  tumuli,  called  Four  Laws.’  In  the  same  direction,  a 
little  to  the  south  of  the  Vallum,  is  Walltown  Mill,  near  to  which  the 
burying-ground  of  the  station  seems  to  have  been.  Brand  saw  some 
graves  that  “ had  Itccn  opened  out/’  Hodgson  thus  describes  it  : — 

“ The  burial-ground  of  the  station  is  supposed  to  have  been  near  the  spot  called  tin* 
Mill  Hill,  a little  to  the  west  of  Walltown  Mill,  where,  in  1817,  a great  number  of  atones, 
well  squared  on  five  sides,  but  rough  on  the  sixth,  were  dug  up  to  repair  the  mill.  They 
were  laid  on  fine  sand,  and  had  the  rough  side  upwards.  Many  foundations  have  heen 
dug  up  on  the  same  hill ; and  a stone,  which  had  the  figure  of  a woman  upon  it,  and  had 
lain  at  the  gate  from  the  mill  to  the  station  for  many  years,  was  broken,  and  put  in  the 
end  of  the  mill  in  rebuilding  it  in  1817.” — Hist.  Nor.,  Pt,  II.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  203. 


‘The  station  was  probably  quite  independent  of  the  Wall.  In  Stukeley’s  “IVospect  of 
Chester-on-the-Wall,”  given  in  his  Iter  lioreale,  its  north-west  corner  is  represented  as  being 
rounded  off  precisely  ns  that  of  Hoiisesteads  is.  At  the  same  time  it  cunuot  tor  a moment  lie 
sup|»osed  that  hut.  for  the  Wall  this  station  would  have  hud  an  existence.  The  Vullutn  is  some 
distance  from  it,  to  the  south. 

* Wallis  tells  us  that  some  of  these  were  dug  into  “ by  the  late  observing  and  curious  Mr. 
Curry,  a dissenting  minister,  who  found  both  entire  human  hones  and  nn  urn  with  ashes  and  salt 
in  it  ; the  salt  well  preserved,  white  and  fair/’ — Hist.  Nor.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  11. 
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The  woodcut  represents  one  of  these  stones,  with  “ the  figure  of  a 
woman  upon  it.”  It  is  now  safe  in  the  Newcastle  museum.  If  we  mav 
form  a general  eonelusion  from  the  example 
before  us,  the  ladies  of  vEsica  were  like  Horace’s 
l’yrrha,  “simplex  munditiis."  The  carving 


D[iISj  n[aXIBV»]  [pR©'  SAI.VTK 
PE  UTICA  E FILlAfi 

To  the  Divine  Manes  for  tin*  welfare  of 
Pervica  [our]  daughter. 

probably  I Milonga  to  a late  period  of  the 
Roman  occupation. 

Perhaps  the  most  peculiar  feature  of  this 
camp  is  the  aqueduct  by  which  it  obtained  its 
supply  of  water.  This  artificial  channel  is  to 
the  north  of  the  station.  Dr.  laniard  knew  of 
its  existence;  but  the  first  published  account 
of  it  appeared  in  the  first  edition  of  “ The 
Roman  Wall,”  accompanied  by  a plan.  It  is 
not  thought  necessary  to  introduce  here  the 
full  details  formerly  pi  von  ; the  following  brief  account  of  it  is  taken 
from  the  author's  “Wallet  Book  of  the  Roman  Wall.”  The  aqueduct 
is  slightly  sketched  upon  the  map  of  the  line  accompanying  this  volume. 

The  water-course  consists  of  a channel,  three  or  four  feet  deep  and 
proportionately  wide,  cut  in  the  sides  of  the  numerous  little  hills  which 
stud  the  plain  north  of  the  Wall.  In  order  to  preserve  the  water-level 
a most  circuitous  course  is  taken,  but  so  effectually  is  this  done,  that  only 
once  has  it  been  necessary  to  resort  to  a bridge  or  embankment.  This 
bridge  docs  not  now  exist,  but  the  place  has  the  name  of  " Bcnks  Bridge.” 
The  whole  length  of  the  aqueduct  is  six  miles;  the  distance  in  a straight 
line  is  little  more  than  two  miles  and  a quarter.  By  this  means  the 
water  of  the  Caw  Bum  was  brought  within  a short  distance  of  the 
station.  Within  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  station  the 
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aqueduct  is  lost  sight  of.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  level,  the  water 
could  only  he  brought  over  this  part  of  its  course  by  means  of  an  artifi- 
cial embankment ; this,  if  ever  it  existed,  is  now  entirely  removed.  It 
may  surprise  the  reader  to  find  the  means  of  supplying  so  important  an 
element  as  water  placed  on  the  north  of  the  Wall.  The  truth  is,  that 
the  Homans  by  no  means  gave  up  the  district  beyond  the  Wall  to  the 
enemy.  An  aqueduct  within  sight  of  zEsica  was  perfectly  safe  when 
the  forces  of  Rome  were  vigorously  handled. 

Several  important  inscriptions  belong  to  this  station.  Horsley, 
after  giving  an  account  of  Vindoi.ana,  says  : — “The  next  station  upon 
the  Wall  is  Great  Chesters,  which  in  the  course  of  the  Nothin  is 
.Esica  ; it  was  garrisoned  by  the  ‘Cohors  prima  Astorum,’  but  no  in- 
scriptions are  found  here  that  mention  this  or  any  other  cohort."  This 
deficiency  of  inscriptions  has  been  sup] died  since  the  time  of  Horsley. 
In  digging  up  the  foundations  of  a building  in  the  upper  part  of  the 

IMP.  CASS.  M.  AVK.  REVE 
RTS  ALEXANDER  Pl[vs"  f[eLIx) 

AVO.  IIOKHKVM  VBTV- 
STATE  CONLA11SVM  M ' I LITER] 

cow.  ii.  astvrvm  r[evehian.v.] 

AfLKXANDRI  ANi£j( 

A SOLO  R6STITVERVNT 


The  Emperor  Ctnar  Marcus  Aurelius 
fN- vents  Alexander  pious  lmppv; 

august.  This  granary  through  age 
dilapidate!  the  soldiers  of  the 
second  cohort  of  Asturians  styled  the 
[Severian  Alexnndriaii 
from  the  ground  restored 


station,  in  the  lieginning  of  the  year  17(i7,  the  stone,  which  is  roughly 
sketched  in  the  accompanying  cut,  was  found.  Roth  corners  at  the 
bottom  have  been  broken  off,  by  which  means  the  last  four  lines  are 
rendered  unintelligible.  This  inscription,  confirmed  as  it  is  by  another 
on  a flue  tile,  figured  page  08,  enables  ns  to  correct  what  appears 

‘These  letters,  s.a.,  have  given  rise  to  much  conjecture.  The  suggestion  of  Dr.  Mcfatii  is 
here  adopted.— See  “ BritL-Roinan  las.,1'  p.  pA ; also  **  Ins.  Orel.,”  «‘i» !•’>!•,  and  G niter,  CCCLXV.,  7. 

* Happy,  in  the  sense  of  fortunate;  ns  Shakspere  us>cs  it  in  the  Prologue  to  Henry  VIII. 
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to  be  a clerical  error  in  our  copies  of  the  Notitia,  Instead  of  con.  i. 
AsTop.vxi,  we  must  read  con.  n.  astvrvm.  On  the  other  hand,  the  com- 
parison of  the  Notitia  with  these  inscriptions  enables  us  to  ascertain 
with  certainty  that  Great  Chesters  is  the  ASsica  of  the  lower  empire. 
The  stone  was  probably  placed  in  front  of  the  renovated  building. 
Severns  Alexander  became  sole  emperor  in  222,  and  was  assassinated  in 
23").  Lampridius,  in  his  life  of  that  emperor,  tells  us  that  “ lie  built  in 

every  country  public  granaries, 
to  which  those  might  bring 
their  goods  who  had  not  the 
means  of  privately  storing 


IMP.  CASK.  TRAljAjN.  II ADBIA* 

NO  A VO,  1*[aTK1)  1^  ATUI.t:  |. 

To  tho  Emperor  CicMir  Trajanas  HmJria- 
ntw  Augustus,  the  father  of  his  country. 


them.”  The  inscription  is  now 
in  the  Castle  at  Newcastle. 

The  tablet  copied  in  the 
woodcut  above  was  recently  discovered  near  the  eastern  gateway  of 

this  station.  It  affords 
additional  proof  of 
the  activity  prevailing 
in  the  mural  district 
during  the  reign  of 
Hadrian.  The  tablet 
is  now  at  Chesters. 

Still  more  recent- 
ly the  much  battered 
stone  here  sketched 
has  been  found  in  the 
same  station.  It  is 
now  at  Newcastle.  Al- 
Sik,  x fret  by  i feot  N kci>ci.  though  the  precise  ob- 

ject of  the  inscription  cannot  lx*  ascertained,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is 
a dedication  to  the  Emperor  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus  and  his 
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colleague.  Lucius  Veras, both  of  whom  assumed  the  titles  of  Parthicus  and 
Mcdieus.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  third  line  may  relate  to  some 
officer  in  the  (con.  i.  raetorvm)  first  cohort  of  Rh.etians,  though  we  have 
no  other  evidence  to  show  that  any  cohort  of  that  people  were  ever  in 
Britain.  The  inscription  belongs  to  a period  between  a.d.  11)2.  when 
the  epithets,  mkdicvs,  jwrtiiicvs,  were  assumed  by  the  emperors,1  and 
a.d.  169,  when  Veras  died.  It  was  in  the  former  of  these  years  that 
Calpnrnius  Agricola  was  sent  to  Britain.* 

At  the  station  of  Vindoi.ana  we  met  with  traces  of  the  second  and 
third  cohorts  of  Xervii ; here,  an  inscription  has  been  found  which  men- 
tions the  sixth  cohort.'  This  cohort,  also,  was  in  Britain  in  the  time  of 
Hadrian ; when  the  Notitia  was  compiled  it  was  in  garrison  at  Vikosiiu  m, 
a station  supposed  to  be  near  the  western  extremity  of  the  Wall.  The 

VICTOHIAK  AVU’fVRTAE]  COIlfORHj  f»F.XTA 
NKKVIOKVM  CVI.  PKAKEST  C(AIVi»] 

B.VKBAltV*  PRA Ef I'EtTT VSj  FKC[!T| 

V,  S»,  L,  it. 

To  Victory  the  angiipt,  the  sixth  cohort 
of  Xervii,  commanded  by  Cain* 

.In linn  Barbarns  prefect,  erected  this  in  di«* 
charge  of  a vow,  freely  and  deservedly  made. 

stone  has  probublv  l>een  inserted  in  a temple  dedicated  to  the  favourite 
goddess,  or  has  formed  part  of  a pedestal  on  which  a statue  of  Victory  stood. 

Whatever  deities  the  garrison 
of  .I'.siCA  worshipped,  they  seem 
to  have  been  opposed  to  innova- 
tions in  tlieir  mythology.  Others 
might  adopt  new  deities,*  they 
held  by  the  old  ones.  Two  altars 
recently  found  here  are  inscribed 
ninvs’  veteribvs— to  the  ancient 
gods.  One  of  them,  shown  in  the  margin,  is  now  at  ( hesters.  The 

1 See  Index  of  Emperors  iu  HcuzenV  Inscriptions.  * Clinton’s  Epitome  of  Chronology,  p.  ;Jt). 
•The  farmer  at  Walltown,  where  it  was  when  Hodgson  first  saw  it,  “supposed  it  had  been 
brought  from  Great  Chester*.” — History  of  JiorthiuuU*rlaml,  l*t.  If.,  VoL  III.,  p.  iHM. 

4 The  rentier  may  rentemtar  the  earnest  remonsrnmre  of  the  inspired  lawgiver; — 44  They 
sacrificed  to  devils,  not  to  God;  to  gials  whom  they  knew  not;  to  gods  that  came  newly  up. 
whom  your  fathers  feared  not."— Dieut.  xxxii.,  17. 

4 This  form  of  the  dative  case,  plural,  of  **deu«,"  is  not  uncommon  in  inscriptions. 
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lower  portion  of  it  1ms  been  lost.  The  other,  now  at  Newcastle,  is 
shown  in  the  cut  on  the  left.  It  is  a small  and  rude  altar,  but  is  nearly 
perfect.  And,  in  order  to  dismiss  the  subject  at  once,  the  drawing  of 
another  altar,  having  a similar  dedication,  which  was  found  at  the  neigh- 
bouring station  of  Carvoran,  early  in  the  last  century,  and  carried  by 
Alexander  Gordon  and  Baron  Clerk  into  Scotland,  is  placed  beside  it. 

Horsley  gives  the  latter  altar,  but  he  misreads  it. 


Size.  11  ioebe*  by  | inches. 


Size,  9 indies  by  % inches. 


DI  B|Vb] 

V E T E n I 
DTK  POS 

V 1 T H O M A - 


UIBV6 

V E T P.  n I B V 6 
DECCIVS 
V.8.L.M. 


To  the  ancient  gods 

Deccitw  dedicates  this  in  discharge  of  n vow,  »£c. 

(Now  In  the  A.itiqiunzn  Muwura,  Edir>b*rjh- 1 

He  says : — “ Dims  Vitiribus  Deccius  is  evidently  the  name  of  the  person 
who  erected  this  altar” — thus  leaving  the  altar  without  a dedication  to 
any  deity.  Had  he  seen  the  other  altars  here  represented,  he  would 
have  come  to  a different  conclusion.  The  boar  on  one  side  of  this  altar 
probably  indicates  that  Deccius  belonged  to  the  twentieth  legion,  of 
which  it  was  the  badge.  Tlie  serpent,  on  the  other  side,  may  be  sym- 
bolic of  the  faith  which  Deccius  patronised.  The  serpent  was  supposed 
to  be  a dispellcr  of  charms,  and  a protector  against  the  evil  eye. 


NA. 

Romnna  dedicated  tliis 
to  the  ancient  gods. 


Shortly  after  leaving  /Esica,  the  crags  again  appear,  and  the  Wall 
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ascends  the  heights.  For  some  distance  little  more  than  the  foundation 
courses  remain  in  position.  The  fosse,  which  at  first  is  distinct,  is  soon 
discontinued.  After  passing  Cockmount  farm-house,  we  meet  with  » 
long  and  very  encouraging  tract  of  the  Wall.  Its  north  face  exhibits 
six  or  seven  courses  of  facing  stones,  and  in  some  places  ns  many  as 
nine ; the  south  face  is  broken.  The  lithographic  drawing  represents 
it.  Before  coming  to  Ollalec  farm-house,  the  ruins  of  a mile-castle, 
very  distinctly  marked,  are  met  with,  at  the  distance  of  seven  and  a 
quarter  furlongs  from  ,/Esica.  Opposite  the  farm-house,  the  Wall  is 
reduced  to  a pitiable  condition,  and  it  continues  so  until  after  passing 
Walltown.  Two  eenturial  stones  have  been  built  into  the  front  wall  of 
the  farm-house ; they  are  both  much  weathered.  One  seems  to  read 
> Valeri  [i]  veki,  the  other  d maridi.  About  three  furlongs  beyond  the 
mile-castle  we  reach  Muc-klebank  Crag,  the  highest  of  the  Nine  Nicks 
of  Thirlwall.  It  is  eight-hundred  and  sixty  ieet  above  the  sea.  The. 
view  is  very  extensive.  In  addition  to  the  objects  formerly  named,  the 
viaduct  of  the  Alston  Railway  forms  a pleasing  feature  in  the  landscape. 
The  defile  of  Walltown  Crags  is  a wide  one.  The  fosse  of  the  Wall  is, 
as  in  such  situations,  strong. 

At  Walltown  several  objects  attract  our  attention.  Nearest  to  the 
Wall  is  a spring,  surrounded  by  masonry,  now  much  disordered,  called 
the  King’s  Well ; the  present  inhabitants  call  it  King  Arthur’s  Well. 
Other  accounts  are  given  of  it.  Hutchinson  says : — “ Travellers  are 
shown  a well  among  the  cliff's,  where  it  is  said  Paulinus  baptized  King 
Egbert;  but  it  is  more  probable  it  was  Edwin  king  of  Northumberland." 
The  well  has,  no  doubt,  been  a place  of  historical  interest  and  importance, 
but  unhappily  modern  drainage  is  robbing  it  of  its  treasures.  Another 
interesting  circumstance  is  connected  with  this  locality.  In  the  crevices 
of  the  whin-rock,  near  the  house,  chives  grow  abundantly.  The  general 
opinion  is  that  we  are  indebted  for  these  plants  to  the  Romans,  who 
were  much  addicted  to  the  use  of  these  and  kindred  vegetables.  Most 
of  the  early  writers  refer  to  this  subject.  Camden  says : — 

“The  fabulous  tales  of  the  common  people  concerning  this  Wall  I doo  wittingly 
ami  willingly  overpasse.  Yet  this  one  thing  which  I was  euformed  of  by  men  of  good 


240 


THE  NINE-NICKS  OF  TIUKbWALI.. 


creflit  I will  not  conccale  from  the  reader.  There  continucth  a settled  p^rswapiun  anion g 
a great  part  of  the  people  thereabout,  and  the  panic  received  by  tradition,  that  theKoman 
pouldiera  of  the  marches  did  plant  here  everywhere  in  old  time  for  their  use  eertaine  medi* 
einahle  hearhs,  for  to  cur©  wounds ; whence  it  is  that  some  cmpirick  practitioners  of 
chirurgory  in  Scotland  flock  hither  every  year  in  the  beginning  of  summer,  to  gather 
such  simples  and  wound-herbes,  the  vertue  whereof  they  highly  commend  up  found  by 
long  experience,  and  to  be  of  singular  efficacy.” — Phil.  Holland's  Translation,  p.  795. 

Another  point  of  interest  here  is  the  site  of  the  Tower  of  Walltown, 
the  inheritance  of  John  Ilidley,  the  brother  of  the  martyr.  The  bishop 
was  a frequent  visitor  here,  and  his  letters,  written  in  prison,  abound  in 
allusions  to  the  various  localities  of  the  district.  The  present  farm- 
house is  a modern  erection.  Mr.  McLauehlnn  discerned  “ faint  traces 
of  a tower”  to  the  north-west  of  the  present  house.  To  the  east  of 
Walltown  House',  on  a small  hill  covered  with  tir  trees,  is  an  aneient 
eamp,  which  reminds  us  of  that  on  Castle  Hill,  Haltwhistlc. 

Leaving  the  valley,  we  climb  a steep  ascent,  which  soon  brings  us 
to  the  site  of  another  mile-castle.  This  is  a most  interesting  and  pecu- 
liar part  of  the  line.  The  mural  ridge,  divided  by  frequent  breaks  into 
as  many  isolated  peaks,  gives  rise  to  the  denomination  of  the  Nine 
Nicks  of  Thirlwall.  The  view  from  the  edge  of  the  cliff  is  extensive  ; 
whilst  stunted  trees  unite  with  the  craggy  character  of  the  rock  in 

giving  variety  to  the 
foreground.  The  Wall 
climbs  and  descends  the 
little  hills  unflinchingly, 
and  adapts  itself  witli  its 
accustomed  pertinacity 
to  the  ragged  edges  of 
the  basaltic  line.  Its 
northern  face  occasion- 
ally shows  a well  preserved  specimen  of  the  structure,  as  in  the  accom- 
panying example.  For  the  preservation  of  these  portions  of  the  Wall, 
and  of  all  objects  of  antiquity  which  have  been  recently  found  at  iEsic.\, 
antiquaries  are  indebted  to  the  taste  and  consideration  of  Onstavus 
Hamilton  Coulson,  Esq.,  the  proprietor  of  this  district.  Sir  Walter 
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Scott,  who  was  familiar  with  this  part  of  the  Wall,  here  penned  the 
lines  which  he  inscribed — 

“ TO  A LADY,  WITH  FI.OWKRS  FROM  Tin:  ROMAN  WALL. 

“ Take  these  flowers,  which,  purple  waving, 

On  the  ruinM  rampart  grew, 

Where,  the  sons  of  freedom  braving, 

Rome’s  imperial  standards  flew. 

**  Warrior*  from  tlic  breach  of  danger 
Pluck  no  longer  laurels  there: 

They  hut  yield  the  passing  stranger 
Wild-flower  wreaths  for  Beauty’s  hair.” 

At  length  the  c-liffs,  which  extend  in  a nearly  unbroken  series  from 
Sowingshields  to  Carvoran,  sink  into  a plain,  and  the  fertility  and 
beauty  of  a well  cultivated  country  reappear.  However  agreeable,  in 
certain  states  of  the  atmosphere,  an  arrival  on  tbe  plains  may  be.  few 
antiquaries  will  leave  these  imperial  heights  without  regret. 

XI.— MAGNA. 

The  camp  at  Carvoran  is  advantageously  placed.  It  lies  to  the 
south  both  of  Wall  and  Vallum.  The  Wall  stands  upon  an  elevated 
ridge,  overlooking,  towards  the  north,  an  extensive  tract  of  bleak  moor- 
land. Between  the  Vallum  and  the  station  is  a marsh  : and,  in  order 
to  avoid  it.  the  Vallum  bends  at  a somewhat  sharp  angle,  afterwards 
returning  in  the  same  abrupt  manner  to  its  former  course.  On  the 
south  and  west  of  the  station  the  ground  falls  rapidly. 

There  can  he  little  doubt  that  this  was  one  of  Agricola’s  forts. 
The  defile  by  which  the  waters  of  the  Tipalt  pass  the  mural  ridge  was 
of  too  much  importance  to  he  neglected.  The  direct  Roman  road  from 
the  east  came  up  to  it,  and  the  Maiden  Way  from  Kirkby  Thore  and 
Stancmoor  brought  the  traffic  of  the  south  to  its  gates.  It  was  evidently 
at  an  early  period  an  important  Roman  post. 

Writers  of  the  last  and  previous  centuries — Lclnnd,  Camden,  Stukc- 
ley,  Gordon,  and  others — speak  of  the  remains  of  the  station  as  consi- 
derable. The  following  is  Stukcley's  description  : — 

“ A little  ii|K)ii  the  south  Ride  of  the  Wall  wa*  a great  Roman  city  and  castle.  We 
traversed  the  stately  ruin*:  it  stood  upon  a piece  of  high  ground,  about  four  hundred 

it  n 
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foot  square;  bad  a wall  and  ditch;  vestiges  of  houses  and  buildings  all  over,  within  and 
without.  We  observed  the  Modan-Way  coming  over  the  fells  from  the  couth,  where  it 
passes  by  a work  or  labyrinth,  called  .Julian's  bower.  We  saw  too  the  Homan  road 
passing  eastward  along  the  Wall.  The  country  hereabouts  is  a wild  moory  bog;  nnd  the 
Wall  itself  climbs  all  along  a crag,  and  is  set  upon  the  southern  edge  of  it;  the  cteepness 
of  the  clilf  northward  performing  the  part  of  a foss.” — Iter  Boreale,  p.  39. 

So  late  its  the  venr  1832,  the  ruins  were  such  as  to  excite  the 
admiration  of  the  antiquary.  Hodgson,  writing  at  this  period,  says: — 

u Of  late  the  rubbish  of  numerous  rooms,  the  walls  of  which  remain  to  about  an 
average  height  of  three  feet,  lias  been  cleared  out  quite  to  their  floors.  The  largest 
building  that  has  been  opened  is  just  within  the  south  wall,  and  near  the  south-west 
corner  of  the  station.  It  had  a large  liyjiocaust,  and  several  rooms  floored  with  hath 
cement,  laid  on  large  flat  stones,  and  supported  by  pillars,  many  of  the  stones  of  which, 
by  the  lines  and  mouldings  upon  them,  had  been  evidently  used  in  former  buildings. 
The  mouth  of  the  furnace  of  the  hvpocnust  was  deeply  reddened  and  corroded  by  fire, 
ami  one  of  its  flues  covered  with  a firm  arch,  secured  by  a regular  key  stone.  In  1H30 
the  walls  of  fine  of  these  rooms,  when  first  exposed,  were  so  strongly  and  beautifully 
painted  that  their  colours  glittered  in  the  sun  like  stained  glass.  In  the  next  year  the 
altar  of  the  prefect  of  the  Ilamian  archers  was  found,  standing  upon  a pediment  six 
inches  thick.”— History  of  Northumberland,  l’t.  II.,  Yol.  III.,  p.  136. 

More  recently  the  remains  of  the  station  have  been  obliterated,  its 
whole  area  having  been  subjected  to  the  plough.  With  care  its  form 
may  be  detected.  Some  portions  of  the  north  wall  remain  ; the  ditch 
is  visible  on  the  north  side,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  south-west  corner. 
Mr.  McLauchlan  informs  us  that  this  station  is  rather  more  than  two 
miles  and  a half  from  the  last  station,  zEsica,  that  it  contains  an  area 
of  three  acres  and  a half,  and  that  it  is  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
above  the  sea. 

At  the  time  that  the  Nothin  was  compiled  the  second  cohort  of 
Dalmatians  was  in  garrison  at  Mauxa.1  An  inscription  found  here,  men- 
tioning this  cohort,  has  already  been  given,  page  (58.  In  the  absence 
of  a second  memorial  of  a direct  character,  one  of  an  indirect  kind 


1 The  Dalmatians  inhabited  a portion  of  the  western  coast  of  Turkev,  washed  bv  the 
Adriatic  sea.  Some  bodies  of  this  people  were  in  llritain  sis  early  as  the  reigns  of  Trajan  and 
Hadrian.  The  Malpns  rescript  mentions  the  fourth  cohort  of  Dalmatians;  the  Sydenham  and  the 
Kiveling  rescripts  mention  the  first.  The  writer  strongly  suspects  that  in  the  Hiveling  rescript  the 
second  cohort  was  intended.  The  greater  part  of  the  original  tablet,  found  at  Kiveling,  lias  been 
lost,  and  the  copy  tbut  we  liave  of  it  is  not  very  accurate. 
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may  be  introduced.  A monumental  slab  found  here,  and  now  in  the 
museum  at  Newcastle,  is  inscribed  by  a centurion  to  bis  wile,  who  was  u 
native  of  Kalona.  a city  of  Dalmatia.'  Nothing  is  more  natural  than  that 
an  officer  in  a Dalmatian  regiment 

d[ii$]  m[axibv.*] 

A V II  E [ L I A E ] FAIAB 
DOJfo]  SALON  AS 
avrb[livs]  marc  vs 
) obseq[vi«]  con- 
IVO  is]  SAXfTIS- 
SI  MAE  QVAE  VI- 
X1T  ANRIS  XXXIII. 

SINE  VLLA  MACVLA. 

To  the  Divine  Man  vs  »i‘ 

Aurelia  Fain 
a native  of  Salona 
Aurelius  Marcus 
a centurion  out  of  affection 
for  his  most  holy  wife 
who  lived 
thirty-three  years 
without  any  blemish  [erected  this.) 

should  form  an  alliance  with  a Dal- 
matian lady — especially  with  one  so  rarely  endowed  as  the  epitaph 
declares  Aurelia  Fain  to  have  been.  The  expression  " sine  ulla  macula" 
may  excite  remark.  In  the  collections  of  liomau  inscriptions  we  meet 
with  many  similar  examples.  One  disconsolate  husband  erects  a 
memorial  to  his  “ incomparable  wife,  with  whom  lie  lived  twenty-seven 
years — sine  vi.i.a  vvkhei.a — without  a single  sipiabble.” 

We  have  traces  of  other  troops  besides  the  Dalmatians  at  Magna. 


At  least  three  inscriptions  mention  the  Hamii.  a people  of  Syria.’  One 


1 Dr.  McCaul  has  suggested  that  this  stone  might  be  used  in  identify  mg’  this  station,  u iw; 
which  is  now  made  of  it.— C’anadion  Journal,  July,  1804. 

'The  Kpipbanein  of  Ptolemy,  a city  situated  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Orunfes,  is 
to  lw*  the  Hamath  of  Scripture.  Jerome  tells  it*  that  in  his  time  it  was  called  Hnmatli  ov  the 
native  Syrians.  Its  present  mime  is  l!aum!i.  From  this  locality  the  llnmiou  cohort  probably 
had  its  origin. 
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of  these  occurs  on  the  altar  which  is  here  engraved.  Lucius  .Thins  Ctesar. 
. for  whose  welfare  it  was  dedicated. 

wtis  the  adopted  son  of  Hadrian.  He 


FORTVXAE  A VO  VSTAE 


I* HO  SAI.VTi:  L veil]  AEL1 


7 IT  VS  FLA'VIVS  | SErVNDV. 


PHAKP.  COH  OHTIs  I.  IIAM 


IOHVM  8AGITTAR  IORVM 


To  Fortune  the  uujrust, 
for  the  safotv  of  Lucius  .-T'lius 
Cjesar,  according  to  a vision, 
Titus  Flavius  fVeundus, 
prefect  of  tlie  first  cohort  of  Ilam- 
ian  archers, 

erected  this  altar  in  discharge?  of  a vow, 


. received  the  title  of  Cajsar,  a.d.  130,  and 

, I*. h..  b, , fc, , »*».  he  died  January  1 , 138 ; between  these* 

periods  the  altar  must  have  been  carved.  It  is  now  at  Newcastle.  The 
fragment  of  another  inscription,  also  at  Newcastle,  affords  evidence  that 

the  Harnii  were  at 
l]  Magna  when  Calpur- 
nius  Agricola  was  in 
Britain,  by  command 
of  Marcus  Aurelius, 
about  the  year  102. 

A stone,  much  injured  by  the  weather,  also  at  Newcastle,  leads  us  to 
suppose  that  the  first  cohort  of  the  Batavians  assisted  in  the  erection  of 


vi  m<$ 


coin  ■ bm  a 

iVOKVAA'-F  \ 


The  first  cohort  of  llatu* 
Mans  huilt  this. 


some  building  here.  It  was  at  Procoi.itia  when  the  Notitia  was  compiled. 
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Neither  arc  we  without  traces,  at  Magn  a,  of  the  legionary  forces.  An 
altar,  which  belongs  to  this  station,  has  been  dedicated  to  Fortune  by 


PoHTVXAF.] 

A V DAC^T V*»]  * RO- 
MAN V£  J 
LEO.  VI,  XX. 

[ll.]  A VO. 

f Dedicated  tof 
Fortune  [bvj 
Auductus  Romanns 
a centurion  of  the  sixtli 
twentieth  and  second  legions. 


The  tombstone  here  engraved  affords  it  trace  of  the  twentieth 


Auductus  (?)  Roimiuus,  who  seems  to  have  hold,  no  doubt  successively, 
the  office  of  centurion  in  all  the?  British  legions — the  sixth,  the  twen- 
tieth, and  the  second,  styled  the  August. 


C.  VALERIA?  c[aII  F I LIV?j  VOL  TIMA  TUlUVj 
TVLLV*  VIAk'NA]  MII/KS] 

L E«[  ION  IS]  XX.  V ALLKlAEj  v[lCTHICl#]. 


\ 
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legion.  Cuius  Valerius  Tullus  was  the  son  of  Cains,  of  the  Yoltinian 
tribe,  a native  of  Vienne,'  a soldier  of  the  twentieth  legion,  the  Valerian 
and  Victorious.  The  pediment  and  the  two  lower  corners  of  the  stone 
are  decorated  with  the  palm  branch — the  great  object  of  a soldier's 
being.  His  age  is  not  mentioned. 

Another  inscription  of  historical  importance  belongs  to  this  station. 
The  split  and  mutilated  stone,  shown  on  this  page,  bears  a dedication 
in  honour  of  Constantine  the  Croat.  As  Horsley  remarks,  this  monument 
must  have  been  erected  to  Constantine,  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
Constantins,  for  the  title  of  “ Imperutor’’  was  not  given  him  till  then. 
This  event  took  place  a.d.  .‘300;  we  have,  therefore,  distinct  evidence  of 
the  Homan  occupation  of  this  fort  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  fourth 

century.  It  is  now 
in  the  library  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter 
at  Durham.* 

Although  the 
plough  has  passed 
over  the  station, and 
the  most  important 
of  the  inscriptions 
wh  ich  have  been  dis- 
interred have  been 
transferred  to  Newcastle,  many  interesting  memorials  of  Homan  times 
remain  on  the  spot.  Behind  the  farm-house,  and  in  the  garden,  broken 
capitals,  fragments  of  columns,  coping  stones,  gutter  stones,  and  querns, 

1 The  letters  viak.,  an  tin*  second  line,  have  generally  been  read  vixit  anno*,  whilst  the 
vacant  space  which  follows  them  has  been  supplied  with  the  numeral  L.,  thereby  giving  us  to  under- 
stand that  the  soldier  had  attained  the  ago  of  fifty.  The  objections  to  this  reading  are,  that  if 
vi as.  was  intended  to  represent  two  words,  the  leaf  stop,  which  is  plural  after  nearly  every  other 
word  on  the  stone,  would  In*  placed  niter  vi.,  which  it  is  not : and  that  if  the  mmiernl  l.  had  ever 
been  carved,  the  lower  portion  of  it,  notwithstanding  the  Haw  on  the  Stone,  would  have  been 
visible,  hut  there  is  not  the  least  trace  of  it.  A leaf  has  probably  occupied  the  spot  where  the 
How  now  is.  I)r.  McCnul,  to  whom  the  writer  is  indebted  for  the  vi#*w  here  advocated,  says:  — 
“This  conjecture  is  confirmed  by  the  circumstance  that  all  the  natives  of  Vienna  (m7.,  Allvbrvffuw), 
mentioned  in  inscriptions,  belonged  to  the  Voltinian  tribe,**  as  is  the  case  in  the  example  before  us. 
Dr.  MeCaul  also  cites  two  instances  in  which  vianxa  occurs  for  the  more  usual  form  of  Vienna. 
— See  Hritanno-llomun  Inscriptions,  p.  loft. 

* An  inscription  nearly  identical  with  this  occurs  on  n circular  column  at  Cambridge. 


I M I*  r HATCH l]  CAES  Am] 

vi.av(io]  valJehio) 

CONSTANTINO 
PIO  XOnJlLlSSlMo} 
CAES  A 111. 

To  the  Emperor  Co* tar 
Flavius  Valerius 
Coustantinus 
the  pious  and  most  noble 
Cursor. 
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lie  about  in  profusion.  In  nil  the  stations  of  the  Wall,  troughs,  rudely 
formed  out  of  blocks  of  sandstone,  arc  frequently  met  with  ; here  there 
are  several.  Several  small  altars  and 
ccnturial  stones  will  also  reward  the 
examination  of  the  visitor.  The  more 
interesting  of  them  are  here  figured. 

Belatucader  is  a god  that  seems  to 
have  had  some  alliance  with  the  Baal 
of  the  east.  He  was  chiefly  worship- 
ped in  the  north-west  of  England. 

An  altar,  rudely  can  ed,  is  inscribed  to 
J upiter.  The  greater  part  of  the  inscription  cannot  be  satisfactorily  read. 
In  the  “Inscriptioncs  Orellii” 
are  several  altars,  inscribed 
i.  o.  m.  nEuorouTAXo.  The  altar 
here  shown  is  probably  one  of 
the  same  class.  The  Syrian  god- 
dess was  much  worshipped  at 
Magna  ; it  would  be  nothing 
surprising  to  find  that  Osiris,  the 
Egyptian  Zeus — the  deity  held 
in  greatest  reverence  at  Heliopo- 
lis— also  received  some  attention.’ 

In  the  garden  wall  is  an  example  of  a numerous  class  of  altars  found 
in  this  station,  inscribed  »f.o  viteri  ; the  letters  arc 
so  feebly  cut,  and  so  much  obscured  by  moss,  that, 
with  the  exception  of  those  in  the  first  line,  they 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  read.  An  engraving  of  the 
fragment  of  an  inscription  lying  here,  which  gives 
the  names  of  Cal puraiiis  Agricola,  the  imperial  legate, 
and  Lieinius  Clemens,  the  prefect,  has  already  been 
presented,  page  21. 


CADRO 


DOBLAb 
fV;  RO 


V01  Vf 


HF.LIO- 


rOLIT- 


ANO 


To  thfl  Jupiter 
of  Heliopolis 
the  best  and 
greatest 


f>ru  vi  Tiaj 

.,vtvi  E T 
y VRIOF'i' 

Vr-i-bi- 


1 Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith,  who  was  the  tirst  to  publish  this  altar,  see*  upon  it  a dedication  to 
Jupiter,  Melius,  and  Rome,  an  interpretation  which  is  justified  hv  the  inscription  when  viewed  in 
certain  lights.— Collectanea  Antiipia,  Vol.  II.,  p.  IOC. 
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The  two  centurial  stones,  which  are  here  figured,  are  built  into  the 


> SO  It  I ON  [ij 

Tin*  rniturv  »l 
Surioniu. 


PKIfCI 


Tin*  century  of 
Silviu* 
l’riacus. 


In  the  farm-house,  under  the  care  of  Miss  Carriek,  whose  family  for 
many  generations  have  been  the  owners  of  Carvoran,  are  preserved 
several  minor  antiquities.  Amongst  them  are  a small  pair  of  bronze 
shears,  several  fragments  of  glass,  Samian  ware,  and  amphoric,  a few 
beads,  some  implements  of  iron,  some  spindle-whirls,  and  a few  coins. 
The  coins  belong  to  the  reigns  of  Vespasian,  Hadrian,  Antoninus  Pius, 
Marcus  Aurelius,  Tetricus,  and  Constans. 

In  the  year  1762,  as  we  learn  from  Richardson's  Table  Book,  “in 
digging  up  some  of  the  foundations  of  the  station,  some  very  large 
coal  cinders  were  turned  up,  which  glowed  in  the  fire  like  other  cinders, 
and  were  not  known  from  them  when  taken  out.” 

The  burying  ground  has  probably  lain  to  the  east  of  the  station. 
Wallis  tells  us  that  a skeleton  was  found  in  this  quarter  by  the  work- 
men employed  in  digging  up  the  foun- 
dations, for  making  the  military  road  : 
on  exposure  to  the  air  it  turned  to 
dust.  In  1856,  a ploughman  struck 
upon  a jar  in  the  field  east  of  the 
station.  It  was  of  the  kind  usually 
called  “ smother  kiln ” ware.  It  was 
full  of  calcined  bones,  and  was  covered 
with  a thin  flag-stone.  As  the  jar  is 
“flawed” — having  a twist  in  its  rim 
through  the  action  of  the  kiln — a con- 
jecture has  been  hazarded  that  it  has 
not  been  imported  but  manufactured 
in  the  vicinity.  The  writer  is  informed 
that  there  is  abundance  of  clay  adapted  for  such  a purpose  here. 
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Disengaging  ourselves  from  the  attractions  of  Mauxa,  we  once 
more  proceed  upon  our  explonitory  tour. 

The  lines  of  the  barrier  run  parallel  with  each  other  down  to  that 
little  raging  river,  the  Tipalt,  The  fosse  of  the  Wall  is  peculiarly  well 
developed.  Thirlwull  Castle,  standing  by  the  margin  of  the  stream,  is 
a dark  melancholy  fortress,  now  in  ruins.  As  it  is  entirely  composed  of 
stones  taken  from  the  Roman  Wall,  the  accompanying  sketch  of  it  may 


with  propriety  be  introduced.  Edward  1.  slept  here*  September  20, 130b. 
Med  iieval  writers  tell  us  that  the  Wall  was  first  thirbd  or  broken 
through  by  the  northern  enemy  in  this  vicinity,  and  that  hence  arose 
the  name  Thirl-wall.  Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  the  statement, 
it  is  certain  that  this  is  the  weakest  part  of  the  barrier  line.  Closely 
adjoining  Thirlwull  Castle  is  the  village  of  Glcuwhelt.  In  the  inn  here 
are  two  fine  specimens  of  red-deer's  antlers,  derived  from  the  camp  at 
Curvoran.  Grecnhead  is  close  at  hand. 

On  a rising  ground,  westward  of  Glcnwhclt,  and  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Tipalt,  are  the  remains  of  a large  temporary  camp.  The  gateways 
have  a straight  traverse  in  front  of  them ; they  are.  besides,  protected  by 
a semicircular  line  of  defence,  on  the  inside.  Them  is  some  reason  for 
supposing  that  this  camp  was  thrown  up  by  the  ninth  legion,  when 
advancing  with  Agricola  into  Scotland.1  It  was  formerly  mentioned 

1 Tlit*  camp  of  Dealgin-Ross,  in  Strothern,  N.D.,  is  supposed  by  General  Hoy  to  be  tin*  one 
in  which  the  ninth  legion  w as  enrain|**d  when  it  was  attacked  and  nearly  cut  to  pieces  by  the 
Caledonians  in  A grt  cola’s  sixth  campaign.  This  camp  has  the*  circular  traverses  which  characterise 
the  one  In-fore  us. 
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(page  77)  tliat  the  direct  Koman  way,  which  extemleil  between  Cii.i  u- 
ntm  and  Macxa.  was  supposed  to  have  been  prolonged  westward  from 
Carvoran  as  far  probably  as  Stauwix.  Some  distinct  traces  of  this  road 
are  to  be  seen  on  the  north  of  this  temporary  camp.  The  camp  and 
the  road  are  to  the  south  of  both  Wall  and  Vallum. 

Besides  this  camp  there  are  four  other  temporary  camps,  extending 
westward  to  the  vicinity  of  the  station  of  Birdoswald.  The  position  of 
them  is  shown  in  the  map  of  the  Wall  accompanying  this  volume. 
They  are  all  of  them  on  the  south  of  the  great  barrier,  and  all  occupy 
lofty  positions.  Some  of  these  camps,  as  Mr.  MeLaueblan  remarks,  mav 
have  lieen  intended  to  strengthen  the  line  of  defence  in  the  part  where 
it  was  naturally  the  weakest. 

No  traces  of  either  the  Wall  or  the  Vallum  remain  in  the  swatnpv 
plain  lying  between  Thirlwall  Castle  and  the  railway  ; but  both  appear 
on  the  bank  to  the  west  of  the  railway. 


To  this  neighbourhood  belong  two  stones  of  the  eenturial  sort,  the 
inscriptions  on  which  are  of  a peculiar  character.  One  of  them,  which 


is  built,  upside  down,  into  an  outhouse  at 
Uolmhead.  bears  the  inscription  ci vitas  dv.m- 
nom  ; the  other,  which 
is  in  Mr.  Mounsey's 
collection  at  Bocklitfe, 
Carlisle,  is  inscribed 
ci  vitas  i>v  mm.  Some 


difficulty  attends  the  interpretation  of  these  words;  they  are.  however, 
generally  understood  to  imply,  that  some  of  the  community  of  the 
Dumnonii,  who  occupied  the  counties  of  Devonshire  and  Cornwall,  built 
some  portions  of  the  Wall  in  the  vicinity  of  Mauna.  The  Homans  were 
justly  cautious  of  employing,  in  a military  character,  the  inhabitants  of 
a subjugated  country  in  any  part  of  the  country  itself.  It  was  sometimes 
done.  Agricola,  in  the  battle  of  the  (Jmmpians.  had  with  him  a select 
band  of  Britons,  of  courage  and  approved  fidelity.  The  Dumnonii  seem 
to  have  earned  the  confidence  of  the  Homans  by  their  ready  submission 
to  the  empire.  We  shall  soon  meet  with  another  inscription,  rendering 
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it  probable  that  another  British  tribe  was  employed  in  the  construction 
of  the  Wall  in  these  parts. 

At  Wallend  the  lines  of  the  Munis  and  Vallum  are  distinct,  but 
one  stone  of  the  Wall  is  not  left  upon  another.  Westward  of  Wallend 
the  fosse  of  the 
Wall  is  of  unusu- 
ally large  dimen- 
sions; it  measures 
thirty  four  feet 
across  the  top, 
and  it  is  nearly 
sixteen  feet  deep. 

The  woodcut  re- 
presents its  ap- 
pearance here. 

Before  coming 
to  Chapel  House 

the  site  of  a mile-eastlc  may,  with  care,  be  discerned.  From  it  was 
obtained  the  fractured  slab  shown  in  the  margin;  it  is  now  at  Newcastle. 

NF.HV.E  .N  KPOTll  '\C7"7  'N  To  tlio  Branil*on  of  Xerva 

[tkaiano  iiadiua[xo]  .-\VC  Tv.  Trajanus  lluilrianu* 

avo  vsto]  C VXX  V Y_  . Au«rustui» 

leo.  xx.  v.v.  J ~ • ' ) Tin*  XX.  h^on  Valmnn,  virtnrioiix. 

Mle,  1 fed  1 iik  ho  by  t fbc«. 

If  Severus  built  the  Wall,  as  Horsley  supposes,  it  is  very  surprising  that 
all  the  mural  tablets  that  we  have  as  yet  met  with,  are  inscribed  to 
Hadrian,  not  to  him.  This  stone  furnishes  additional  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  the  twentieth  legion  were  employed  upon  the  Wall. 

At  the  village  of  Gap,  the  Vallum,  which  is  very  distinct,  stands 
upon  ground  that  is  higher  than  the  Wall.  The  place  is  said  to  take 
its  name  from  the  Wall  having  been  breached  here  at  an  early  period. 

Bose  Hill  is  a hill  no  longer.  The  top  of  the  diluvial  mount  was 
thrown  into  the  surrounding  hollow,  in  order  to  afford  a site  for  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


ltOSK  1111.!.. 


■2.V2 

rail  wav  station,  which  has  assumed  the  name  of  the  summit  which  it 
displaced.  Dr.  Lin. card  in  his  brief  notes,  made  in  1807,  says  of  it : — 

“ A sii«*»r-lo:if  hill,  two  limiilrv.l  ynril*  Irani  tin*  Wall,  railed  Ho?:’  Hill.  It  has  a 
[ilatfnnn  on  the  toj»,  twelve  yards  in  diameter,  with  a diteh  round  it.  Here  was  a figure 
of  Hying  Victory. " 

This  figure,  here  engravetl,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Mounsey, 

of  Hocklitle.  Carlisle. 
The  artist,  the  late 
Mr.  Fairliolt,  writing 
to  the  author,  says  : — 

“ It  is  very  graceful 
in  design.  I make  the  ob- 
ject on  the  right  to  he  n 
domed  building,  shaded  by 
n tree,  and  tdtuated  on  n 

Sik,  1 fcci  7 indMi  by  i foot  ti  inci*j.  TOck.  It  11321V  probltblv 

represent  a British  hntUKS  after  the  fashion  of  the  Gaulish  ones  on  the  Antonine  column 
sit  Home.” 

The  medicinal  springs  of  Gilsland  are  to  the  north  of  Hose  Hill. 
The  Homans  knew  how  to  appreciate  such  appliances. 

The  earthworks  of  the  barrier  are  in  a good  condition  between 
Hose  Hill  and  the  l’oltross  Burn,  the  boundary  line  between  Northum- 
berland and  Cumberland.  The  gorge,  in  which  the  stream  Hows,  is 
deep  and  well  wooded,  Camden  tells  us  that  the  Wall  passed  with 
an  arch  over  the  swift  riveret  Boltross.  Gordon  says,  that  he  "could 
Had  no  vestiges  of  it."  Gordon's  successors  have  not  been  more  fortu- 
nate. The  foundations  of  a mile-castle  are  to  be  seen  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  defile. 

Proceeding  a little  farther  westwards  the  Wall  is  crossed  by 
the  railway.  Beyond  this  point  it  is  seen  two  or  three  courses  high, 
stretching  towards  Willowford.  The  north  fosse  is  strongly  developed. 
On  the  fiat  ground,  bordering  upon  the  river,  it  cannot  be  distinctly 
traced  ; a hedge,  amongst  the  roots  of  which  are  a number  of  Wall 
stones,  probably  indicates  its  course. 
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We  are  now  arrived  at  the  river  Irthing.  How  the  Wall  crossed 
it,  and  ascended  the  steep  cliff  on  the  opposite  side,  we  have  no  means 
of  knowing.  Gordon  says  distinctly,  that  he  saw  no  remains  of  a bridge. 
The  cliff  consists  of  soil  and  gravel,  and  is  continually  being  undermined 
by  the  waters  of  the  river.  All  traces  of  the  Wall,  as  it  mounted  the 
position,  have  necessarily  disappeared  long  ago.  The  spirit  of  William 
Hutton,  even  at  his  advanced  age,  was  not  daunted  bv  the  formidable 
obstacle  which  the  river  and  its  steep  bank  presented.  He  says : — 

“ I hod  this  river  to  cross  and  this  mountain  to  ascend ; but  I did  not  know  how  to 
perform  cither.  1 effected  n passage  over  the  river,  bv  the  assistance  of  stones  as  largo 
as  myself,  sometimes  in  and  sometimes  out,  but  with  difficulty  reached  the  summit  of  the 
precipice  by  a zig-zag  line,  through  the  brambles,  with  a few  scratches.” 

On  the  very  brink  of  the  precipice  above,  the  remains  of  the  Wall  and 
its  fosse  appear.  A few  paces  forward  we  meet  with  another  mile-castle. 
Amuoglanna,  the  twelfth  station  on  the  line,  is  now  close  at  hand. 

XII.— A.MBOULAN.NA. 

The  camp  of  Birdoswald  occupies  a position  naturally  strong  and 
very  beautiful.  It  stands  upon  a cliff'  (represented  in  the  centre  of  the 
lithographic  view  here  introduced),  at  the  base  of  which  the  river 
Irthing  flows.  Rendered  thus  unassailable  on  its  southern  side,  its 
northern  is  made  nearly  equally  strong  by  a bold  chasm,  through  which 
a streamlet  flows  from  the  Midgeholm  Moss.  The  view  which  is  obtained 
from  a point  within  a few  yards  of  the  southern  gateway  of  the  camp, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  late  Earl  of  Carlisle,  strongly  resembles  the  aspect 
of  what  he  considered  to  be  the  site  of  Troy.  In  his  “ Diary  on  Turkish 
and  Greek  Waters”  he  says : — 

44  After  fording  the  Simois  at  n sylvan  spot,  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  gentle 
slope  on  which  stands  the  Turkish  village  of  Bouuar  Bachi.  As  I here  found  myself 
upon  not  only  the  most  classical,  but  also  the  most  controverted,  site  iu  the  whole  world, 

I shall  be  forgiven  for  dwelling  upon  it  with  some  comparative  minuteness 

Strikingly,  and  to  anyone  who  has  coasted  the  uniform  shore  of  the  Hellespont,  and  crossed 
the  tame  low  plain  of  the  Troad,  unexpectedly  lovely  is  this  site  of  Troy,  if  Troy  it 
was.  I could  give  any  Cumberland  borderer  the  best  notion  of  it,  by  telling  him  that  it 
wonderfully  resembles  the  view  from  the  point  just  outside  the  Unman  camp  at  Bird- 
oswald. Both  have  that  series  of  steep  conical  hills,  with  rock  enough  fur  wildness,  and 
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verdure  enough  for  softness.  Both  have  that  bright  trail  of  a river,  creeping  in  and  out 
with  the  most  continuous  indentations.  The  Simula  has.  in  summer  at  least,  more  silvery 
shades  of  sand.” 

Birdoswald  is  three  miles  and  a quarter  from  the  last  station,  Cur- 
voran.  It  is  the  largest  station  on  the  line,  having  an  area  of  live 
acres  and  a half,  which  is  about  a quarter  of  an  acre  more  than  Cili.tr- 
ni'M,  and  half  an  acre  more  than  Boiteovnrs.  Most  of  the  camps  of  the 
Wall  have  a southern  exposure ; in  this  the  southern  margin  is  slightly 
elevated  above  the  rest  of  the  ground — the  northern  half  of  the  station 
is  level. 

According  to  the  Nothin,  the  tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of  Dacians, 
styled  the  /Elian,  was  stationed  at  Amhogi.anna.  Many  altars  have 
been  found  here,  dedicated  to  various  deities,  especially  Jupiter,  by 

this  cohort ; there  can,  therefore,  he  no 
doubt  that  the  Birdoswald  of  the  Cum- 
berland farmer  is  the  Am  hoot,  anna  of 
Imperial  Home.  As  this  is  the  last  time 
that  we  shall  he  able  distinctly  to  identify 
a station  by  means  of  inscriptions,  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so  must  not  he  lost. 

I.  o.  M . 

[co]n.  i.  akl‘za]  dic[ortm] 

[CVI  PltARjEST 
. . . A Kl.l  Vs  FA- 

[div  > trib[vnvs] 

[PEU]pF.TVO 
[ET  COHN  ELI  a no]  COS. 

To  Jupiter  the  best  and  greatest 
the  first  cohort  of  Durians  the  .Elian 
commanded  by 
. . . .Elius  Fa- 
bius  tribune 
Perpetuus  and 
Conielia&u*  being  consuls. 

fitf,  t {eel  9 Iftjh'.’i  by  1 foot  6 inri-r 

The  altar  here  presented  w;is  one  of  those  collected  by  Lord  William 
Howard — the  “Belted  Will"  of  tradition-  at  his  Castle  of  Xaworth  ; it 
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is  now  at  Rokeby.  It  lias  suffered  at  the  hands  of  some  ignorant  mason : 
hut  no  difficulty  attends  the  reading  of  it.  This  cohort,  doubtless,  "as 
in  Britain  at  the  time  that  Hadrian  was.  and  received  the  honorary 
epithet  of  gElian,  in  consequence  of  services  rendered  him.'  'I  Ids 
altar  seems  to  have  been  carved  a.d.  237,  in  which  year  Perpetuus  and 
Cornclianus  were  consuls.’  The  Dacians,  who  occupied  the  region  no" 
called  Wallaehia,  were  a fierce  and  powerful  people.  They  were  not 
subdued  until  Trajan  personally  led  the  forces  of  Rome  against  them. 
Hadrian  accompanied  him.  It  was  a wise  policy  to  draft  oft  the  more 
restless  spirits  of  Dacia,  and  allow  them  in  distant  parts  to  expend  their 
energies  in  conflict 
with  the  foes  of  their 
conquerors. 

The  Dacian  gar- 
rison at  Am  1100 LAN- 
KA retained  to  the 

last  the  honorary  To.lupitcrbcst  and  grentc-t 
epithet  of  Lilian. but  the  fot  cohort  of 

tliey  were  not  always 
content  with  it.  An 
altar  now  at  Kokeby, 
which  also  formed 
one  of  Belted  Will's  collection,  gives  to  it  the  additional  epithet  of 
“Gordiana."  This  was,  no  doubt,  derived  from  the  Emjieror  Gordian, 
who  wore  the  purple  from  a.d.  238  to  244.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
adjoining  woodcut,  the  altar  has  been  fitted  for  use  as  a building  stone. 
There  is  also  lving  in  the  garden  at  Birdoswald  a rudely  inscribed  altar, 
which  gives  the  cohort  the  title  of  “Tetriciana.”  This  was.  no  doubt, 
deriveeffrom  Tetricus,  one  of  the  so-called  “ thirty  tyrants."  This  altar, 
after  having  been  embalmed  in  the  pages  of  Camden  and  Horsley,  was 

•TIils  cohort  ,s  not  nun, cl  in  the  Hireling  rescript,  hut  unfortunately  u considerable  port...,, 
of  tlmt  tablet  is  wanting. 

-This  rear  ns  » most  disastrous  one  at  Home.  It  won  hi  almost  as  tf.be  name  n! 

Perpetuus  had  stood  alone  upon  the  altar.  Perchance  «rtl  may  hove  l-h.llc,  h„  e.,llo.:rue  l.  h.re 
it  irfi5  carved. 


i.  o.  [Mj- 
roil.  I.  ACL. 

1>AC.  OOR DI- 
ANA c[vtj  FRAEfcST 


the  /Elian  nml  Gordian 
commanded  by 


Sut,  I fjci  7 Utchv-.  4)  I t to  Jim. 
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used  as  a common  building  stone  in  the  construction  of  the  farm-house 


here.  It  was  released  from  its  thraldom  during 
the  repairs  which  took  place  a few  years  ago. 
As  the  reading  of  the  concluding  lines  is  very 
uncertain  it  will  not  here  be  attempted. 

I.  o.  m . To  Jupiter  best  nn<l  greatest 

con.  i.  atl'iaJ  dac[orvm]  the  first  cohort  of  Durians 
tf.tricia.va  , . the  /Elion  nmt  Tetriciao 

In  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  for  1746  and 
1752,  is  a description  of  two  altars,  now,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  lost,  which  give  the  cohort  the  epithet 
of  “ Postumiana.”  Postumus  occupies  a pro- 
minent position  among  the  numerous  band  of 
potentates  named  the  “ thirty  tyrants."  He 
became  emperor  a.d.  258,  and  was  slain  a.d.  267. 
We  have  thus  evidence  to  show  that  the  first 
cohort  of  Dacians  occupied  Amboc.laxna  from  an 
early  period  to  the  decline  of  the  third  century. 

We  may  now  resume  the  description  of  the 
station.  Its  walls  are  in  a good  state  of  preser- 
vation, as  is  shown  in  the  opposite  lithograph. 
They  are  five  feet  thick.  The  moat  which  surrounded  the  walls  may 
alst)  be  satisfactorily  traced. 

The  station  has  been  built 
entirely  independent  of  the 
great  Wall,  and  is  rounded 
off  at  its  northern  as  well  as 
its  southern  corners.  The 
woodcut  shows  the  mode  in 
which  the  Wall  coalesces 
with  the  north-west  angle  of 
the  station.  A new  gate 
leading  to  the  farm-house  has 
occasioned  the  removal  of  that  part  of  the  Wall  which  joined  the  station. 


UK,  | fed  by  I (but  I M. 
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The  gateways  of  this  station  are  its  principal  features. 

Some  remains  of  the  north  gateway  were  in  existence  when  Horsley 
wrote,  but  they  are  now  removed. 

The  south  gateway  is  a noble  specimen  of  Unman  work.  It  and  the 
other  existing  gateways  of  the  station,  as  well  as  some  portions  of  the 
interior,  have  been  excavated  by  Mr.  H.  (ilasford  Potter,  F.S.A., assisted  by 
his  brother,  Mr.  W.  S.  Potter,  and  Mr.  H.  Norman,  the  proprietor  of  the 
station.1  This  gateway  in  plan  resembles  the  gateways  at  Housestcads, 
but  its  masonry  is  not  so  massive.  Each  aperture  is  eleven  feet  wide, 
and  has  been  spanned  by  an  arch  ; several  of  the  wedge-shaped  stones, 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  arches,  remain  on  the  ground.  The 
pivot-holes  of  the  gates  are  to  be  seen.  The  west  portal,  at  some  period 
before  the  abandonment  of  the  station,  has  been  closed,  and  converted 
into  a dwelling  house ; the  stones  with  which  it  was  flagged  remain. 
The  gateway,  as  usual,  has  had  two  guard-chambers.  The  eastern 
chandler  has  not  been  excavated  ; the  other,  though  excavated,  has  again 
lieeome  encumbered 
with  its  own  ruins. 

Adjoining  the  west 
guard -chamber  is 
another  apartment  : 
in  one  angle  is  a 
circular  depression, 
the  nature  of  which 
has  not  been  clearly 
ascertained. 

This  station  ex- 
hibits the  peculiarity 
of  having  two  gateways  on  its  eastern  and  western  sides;  the  lower  gate- 
way in  each  ease  lieing  a single  one.  The  lower  gateway  on  the  west  side 
was  excavated  by  Mr.  Potter  in  18.50.  The  woodcut  exhibits  it.  Ruts 
appear  in  the  threshold,  and  the  pivot-holes  remain.  The  grooves  must 

1 Mr.  H.  (llusfurd  Potter  lias  laid  the  nntiijuurv  tinder  further  ohlipitious  hv  the  crinFrihiifjoii 
of  three  jwipers,  containing*  the  result*  of  his  excavations,  to  the  Areha'olojfia  1'EJiana,  Vol  IV.. 
j»p.  (JO,  01?,  and  141,  O.S.,  to  which  the  reader,  desirous  of  further  information,  is  referred. 
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lmve  been  produced  bv  carriages  having  wheels  about  three  inches  broad, 
and  about  four  feet  apart.  The  upper  gateway  on  this  side  is  nearly 
obliterated ; its  position  is  marked  by  a mound  in  the  shrubbery. 

The  lower  gateway  on  the  eastern  side  has  been  injured  by  the 
yielding  of  its  foundations,  and  the  pressure  of  the  soil  which  lmd 
accumulated  upon  its  inner  margin ; it  presents,  however,  no  features  of 
peculiar  interest.  Mr.  l’otter  states  that  it  had  been  built  up,  and  that 

from  the  bad  and 
coarse  nature  of  the 
masonry  the  work 
had  probably  been 
done  in  a hurry. 
The  other  gateway 
on  this  side  is  in  an 
excellent  state  of 
preservation.  It  is 
a double  gateway,  as 
exhibited  in  the  woodcut.  When  excavated  its  northern  portal  was 
found  to  have  been  closed  with  a wall  of  loose  masonry.  Some  traces 
of  a second  floor,  raised  about  a foot  above  the  original  one,  were  also 
noticed.  Many  door  heads  were  found  lying  on  the  spot.  One  of 

them  had  been  put  upon  the  jambs  of  the 
door  of  the  northern  guard-chamber  when 
the  accompanying  engraving  was  taken ; a 
position  corresponding  to  that  which,  doubt- 
less, it  had  originally  occupied.  During 
the  process  of  excavating  this  gateway  the 
slab,  of  which  a drawing  is  given  on  the 
opposite  page,  was  found.  The  slab  is  now 
in  the  museum  at  Newcastle.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  a palm  branch,  the  emblem  of 
victory,  is  carved  on  one  side  of  the  stone, 
and  a sword,  by  which  it  is  to  be  won,  on 
the  other.  The  sword  is  peculiar  in  its  form,  resembling  that  in  the 
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hands  of  the  Dacians  on  Trajan’s  column  at  Rome.  An  example  is 


i .it,  i fret  I uwh  br  X f.-ci  l indkev 


8VU  MODIO  IV- 

LIO  LF.O  ATO]  AVo[\>TALl]  PR[o]- 
PR’aKTORR]  COM.  I.  AF.L.  DAC[oHVH j 
CVI  PRAEF-«T  >|[aRCVs] 
CL[AVDIV8]  MENANDER 
THIS  VNV.*,] 


Under  Moditis  Ju- 
lius imperial  lepite  nnd  projmrtor 
the  first  cohort  of  I Winns  Kvled  .Kliun 
ctiiuniniuhil  hv  Mumis 
('Inmlius  Menander 
tribune  [erected  this.] 


here  introduced,  from  the  bas-reliefs  of  that  renowned  erection.  It 
would  hence  appear  that  the  auxiliary 
troops  of  the  Romans  retained  their 
national  weapons. 

The  interior  of  the  camp  is  marked 
with  the  lines  of  streets  and  the  mins 
of  buildings.  We  have  occasionally 
noticed  the  narrowness  of  the  minor 
streets  in  the  stations.  Horsley,  speak- 
ing of  this  camp,  says  : — “ The  founda- 
tions of  the  houses  within  this  fort  are 
very  visible.  I measured  the  thickness 
of  these  walls,  and  found  them  to  be  about  twenty -eight  inches,  nnd 
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the  distance  or  breadth  of  tin*  passage,  between  the  rows  of  houses  or 
barracks.  to  l>e  no  more  than  thirty-two  inehes.”  Not  far  from  the 


lower  gate,  oil  the  east  side  of 
the  station,  are  the  remains  of  a 
building  which  has  l>een  partially 
excavated.  The  floor  of  at  least 
one  of  its  rooms  is  supported 
upon  pillars.  Here  Hr.  Potter 
found  the  statue  represented  by 
the  accurate  pencil  of  Mr.  ('. 
llonch  Smith.  It  appears  to  be 
a Dea  Mater.  The  body  of  the 
figure  is  retained  in  the  farm- 
house at  Birdoswald ; the  head, 
which  was  found  several  years 
previously,  is  at  Newcastle. 

In  levelling  the  ground  in 
front  of  the  farm-house,  to  form 
a new  garden,  Mr.  Norman  has 
recently  discovered  the  remains 
of  a building  of  large  dimensions. 
The  principal  feature  of  it  is  a 
wall  three  feet  and  a half  thick, 
i^, which  extends  ninety-two  feet 
from  east  to  west.  It  is  upwards  of  eight  feet  high,  and  is  supported  by 
eight  buttresses.  ' In  the  middle  of  the  space,  between  each  buttress,  is 
a long  slit  or  loop  hole  which  is  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  flues 
used  in  warming  the  building.  Three  other  walls,  parallel  to  this,  were 
noticed  on  the  north  side  of  it  and  another  to  the  south,  which  still 
remains  exposed.  While  the  excavation  was  going  on  many  roofing 
slates  were  found.  A few  coins  were  also  discovered  belonging  to  the 
reigns  of  Vespasian,  Domitian,  Hadrian,  Antoninus  Pius.  Marcus  Aure- 
lius, and  Diocletian,  and  some  rude  bronze  statuettes  of  Hercules. 

Some  excavations  were  made  here,  at  the  expense  of  the  Archaeo- 
logical Institute,  when  it  met  at  Carlisle,  in  1859.  A spot  near  the 
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centre  of  the  station,  which  always  had  a damp  appearance,  was  cut 
down  upon.  The  remains  of  a tank  or  reservoir  for  supplying  the 
station  with  water  were  found.  Some  arrangements  for  filtering  the 
water,  by  making  it  pass  through  a wall  of  charcoal,  were  noticed. 
Shortly  after  this  period,  Mr.  Parker,  of  Brampton,  discovered  that  the 
cistern  was  fed  hy  a spring  on  the  west  side  of  the  station.  The  water- 
course, conducting  the  water  to  the  tank,  was  formed  of  flat  stones  set 
on  edge,  covered  over  by  a third  on  the  top;  the  whole  was  sunk  in  the 
ground.  The  writer  was  shown  it  at  a distance  of  about  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  station;  water  was  then  flowing  in  it. 

In  the  south-west  angle  of  the  station  are  several  buildings  which, 
if  completely  excavated,  would  probably  yield  valuable  results. 

The  field  on  the  east  side  of  the  station  contains  the  foundations 
of  several  suburban  buildings, 

Mr.  McLauchlan  met  with  some  traces  of  a road  which  he  took  to  la- 


the direct  Roman  way  orStancgate,  immediately  above Undcrheugh  tiirm. 
After  surmounting  the  cliff',  by  the  easiest  gradient,  it  made  for  the  lower 
gate  on  the  east  side  of  the  station,  in  the  manner  marked  on  the  plan. 

Few  traces  of  any  troops  besides  the  ordinary  garrison  have  been 
found  at  Amiiogi.anxa.  From  this  circumstance,  as  well  as  from  tin- 
size  of  the  station,  


we  may  conclude 


LEO[to]  SEXTA 


that  the  Dacian  co-  vicjmx]  Fn]  r idf.lis] 
hort  was  a strong  . 


one,  standing,  even  T^e  ^ixth  1. -^ion, 

of  help.  The  sixth  fciac,  i foot  ) adn  by  it  inefeoh 

legion,  however,  has  been  here.  The  woodcut  represents  a stone  which 
was  formerly  at  Na worth  and  is  now  at  Rokeby,  Horsley  says: — 

**  This  is  a very  fine  and  beautiful  inscription,  the  letters  being  yet  as  distinct  as 
they  were  at  first  I find  Camden  has  published  it  among  the  inscriptions  at  Willowford 
or  Bird  Oswald,  which  makes  it  the  more  prohahle  that  the  others  of  thin  kind,  which  are 
now  in  this  garden,  have  either  come  from  this  station  or  the  Wall  hereabouts.  The  siin- 


faiM,  i (mi  ) lacbr*  by  it  tribes. 


plicity  of  this  inscription,  and  beauty  of  the  character,  inclined  me  to  think  this,  and 
some  others  like  it,  as  ancient  as  Hadrian's  time ; hut  of  this  there  is  no  certainty.” 
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The  stone  next  shown  was  discovered,  in  two  fragments,  after  the 
present  writer  had  begun  to  make  the  Wall  his  study.  The  farmer  at 


LEO.  VI.  V. 
FI  DELIS 

f[rcit]. 


'Hie  sixth  lp-rion  the  victorious 
'nnilj  faithful 
built  this. 


iui,  I twi  1 1 tnehn  b>  I fuel. 

Bird  Oswald  told  him  that  the  larger  fragment  was  found  in  the  mile- 
castle,  a little  to  the  west  of  the  station  ; the  smaller  was  built  up  in  the 
garden  wall  of  the  house.  There  can  Ik;  no  doubt  that  this  legionary 
stone  is  of  the  same  date  as  the  stone  first  noticed.  If  so  (with  Horsleys 
concurrence),  we  have  in  it  a proof  that  the  sixth  legion  was  employed  in 

building  the  Wall  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood in  the  time  of  Hadrian.’ 
The  stone  is  still  at  Hirdoswald. 

There  are  some  othcrinserip- 
tions  here  which  will  interest  the 
visitor.  The  altar  represented 
in  the  woodcut  was  first  described 
by  Gordon.  It  is  dedicated  to 
the  standards  of  the  cohort.  The 


810X13 

kt  hrr[cyli(.’)  roil.  I.] 

AF.I*.  [DAC.] 

To  the  standards 
ami  Hercules  the  first  cohort 
of  Durians  the  .Kliuti. 


* It  will  In*  noticed  that  in  tin*  second  stone  the  word  Fidelia  is  pivpn  in  full.  It  is  examples 
like  this  which  enable  antitpiaries  to  complete  words,  the  initials  of  which  only  are  in  other 
instances  given. 


eagle  and  other  insignia  of  the 
legions  were  objects  of  adoration 
with  the  military.  The  second 


SL*r,  1 feet  6 indie*  by  I f ee  6 indie*. 
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lino  of  the  inscription  is  doubtful.  The  altar  to  Fortune,  next  shown, 

had  been  used  in  building  the  farm-house, 

IiF.AE  To  tllP  goddM* 

FORTV-  For- 

nae.  run*. 


Sue,  1 I ret  - Bwkci  by  | tool  * inrho 


Tt>*  bouum  of  a >v^e  Invji, 


but  was  liberated  during  the  recent  alterations.  It  has  suffered  from 
the  action  of  the  masons’  tools.  Should  the  reader  visit  the  farm-house 
of  Underheugh,  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff,  and 
be  at  the  trouble  to  turn  up  the  swine  trough 
there,  lie  will  find  on  the  bottom  of  it  a dedi- 
cation by  the  Dacian  cohort  to  Jupiter,  the 
best  and  greatest ; the  woodcut  above  shows  it. 

The  original  constructor  of  the  altar  would  be 
amazingly  surprised  at  its  present  application. 

A small  altar  in  the  garden  at  liirdos- 
wald,  also  dedicated  to  Jupiter,  is  chiefly  re- 
markable for  having  on  its  capital  that  peculiar 
form  of  the  cross  called  the  “ gammadion.’” 

We  shall  meet  with  other  instances  of  it.  The 


1 So  named  from  ita  being  (brined  of  four  gnrainaa.  In  the  middle  njrea  it  was  rail'd  n 
“ fylfot,"  probably  an  heraldic  term. 
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cross,  in  its  various  forms,  is  a symbol  belonging  to  an  era  anterior  to 
the  Christian,  ami  altogether  independent  of  it. 

The  eentnrinl  stone,  shown  below,  was  seen  by  Hodgson  in  its 
original  position  on  the  north  face  of  the  Wall,  a little  to  the  west  of 
the  station.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  should  have  been  removed. 

run.  mi. 
y PitoniAx[l.] 

Of  tin*  fourth  cohort 
the  century  of  Probianus. 

The  lower  part  of  a figure  of  yEseulapius, 
found  at  Birdoswuld  in  1N-I9,  is  now  in  the  Castle 
of  Newcastle.  The  figure  shown  in  the  woodcut 
has  been  more  recently  discovered,  and  is. supposed  Sin,  7 inches  by  { mchn. 

to  represent  Telesphoms,  the  attendant  of  /Ksculapius.  It  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  W.  Carrick,  Carlisle.  The  sculpture  not  inaptly  re- 
presents a convalescent  patient,  wrapped  in  his  cloak. 

Before  proceeding  on  our  western  journey,  it  may  be  well  to  pay 
some  attention  to  the  course  of  the  Maiden  Way.  It  has  already  been 
mentioned  that-  it  came  up  to  the  south  gate  of  Magna.  It  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  continued  northwards  from  that  joint,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  but  to  have  coalesced  with  the  ordinary  military  way  as  far 
as  Amboui.axxa,  and  to  have  taken  its  departure  north  from  that  jilaee. 
T1  io  Maiden  Way  is  not  seen  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  northern 
precincts  of  the  station,  but  when  first  met  with  it  joints  to  the  centre 
of  the  north  front  of  the  eatnj).1  It  probably  passed  the  river  King,  a 
little  to  the  east  of  Slitterv  Ford.  On  entering  Ash  Fell  a strip  of  the 
way  remains  in  a nearly  jierfec-t  state  ; it  is  fifteen  feet  in  width,  and  is 
bordered  by  kerb  stones.  On  the  Spade-Adam  grounds  it  is  repeatedly 
cut  through  by  drains,  some  of  which  remained  ojtcn  when  the  author 
examined  the  line,  furnishing  sections  of  its  formation.  Before  reaching 
the  summit  of  the  hills  between  Birdoswald  and  Beweastle  the  remains  of 
a watch-tower  will  be  met  with,  on  the  west  side  of  the  way.  The  litho- 


1 Memoir  of  Survey  of  tJie  Homan  Wall,  p.  55. 
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graph  represents  it.  It  is  encumbered  with  rubbish,  but  if  cleared  would 
probably  exhibit  walls  six  or  seven  feet  high.  It  is  eighteen  feet  square, 
its  walls  are  three  feet  thick,  and  it  has  an  entrance  on  the  north.  The 
masonry  is  undoubtedly  Roman.  The  view  from  it  in  a southern 
direction  is  most  extensive;  signals  could  bo  exchanged  from  it  with  all 
the  camps  on  the  Wall  that  lie  between  Housestcads  and  the  Solway. 
Shortly  after  passing  the  summit  of  the  hills,  the  road  bends  to  the  east, 
and  makes  for  the  vicinity  of  Bewcastle.  For  some  reason,  which  is 
not  very  obvious,  there  are  two  lines  of  road,  but  slightly  diverging 
from  each  other,  from  the  point  where  the  way  turns  to  the  east  down 
into  the  vale  of  Bewcastle.  Beyond  Bewcastle  its  course  is  dubious ; it 
may  have  been  a mere  track.  The  line  of  this  road,  as  far  as  Bewcastle, 
is  laid  down  upon  the  map  accompanying  this  volume.1 

The  Wall,  westward  of  Birdoswald,  is  in  an  unusually  good  state 
of  preservation.  Taking  into  account  not  only  the  height  but  the 
length  of  the  fragment,  and  the  completeness  of  the  face  on  both  sides, 
it  may  be  pronounced  the  finest  specimen  of  the  great  structure  that 
remains.  Even  here,  however,  it  is  in  some  places  beginning  to  bend 
under  the  weight  of  years. 

In  the  second  field  from  the  station  we  meet  with  the  first  distinct 
traces  of  the  turrets  or  stone  sentry-boxes,  four  of  which  are  supposed 
to  have  been  placed  between  each  castellum.  Here  portions  of  the 
side  walls  of  one  remain,  united  to  the  south  face  of  the  great  Wall ; 
they  are  three  feet  thick,  and  are  about  thirteen  feet  apart. 

At  the  distance  of  little  more  than  half  a mile  from  the  station 
we  come  to  the  site  of  another  mile-castle. 

The  fosse  of  the  Wall  and  the  earthworks  of  the  Vallum  are  in 
this  part  of  their  course  boldly  developed.  It  will  also  be  observed, 


that  here  the  Vallum  is  strengthened  on  its  northern  side  by  an  addi- 
tional ditch,  as  is  shown  in  the  subjoined  section.  No  satisfactory  reason 

1 The  writer  had  the  advantage  of  hemp-  accompanied  in  bu  examination  of  this  mad  bv  tin* 
Hector  of  Hcwcastle,  who  lias  himself  written  upon  the  subject  in  the  Journal  of  the  Arclueolojrical 
Institute,  ltlol. 
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lias  been  assigned  for  the  arrangement.1  The  additional  fortification 
begins  a little  to  the  west  of  Birdoswald,  and  ends  abruptly  at  the 
Wallbours  mile-castle.  This  castellum  has  occupied  the  summit  of  the 
ridge  which  lies  before  us.  Here  the  Vallum  and  the  Wall  come  into 
unusually  close  proximity,  and  they  continue  to  hold  for  some  distance 
the  same  relationship  with  each  other. 

The  object  of  greatest  interest  in  this  neighbourhood  is  Coome 
Crag,'  a quarry  from  which  the  Romans  probably  obtained  extensive 
supplies  of  stone,  and  on  the  face  of  which  they  have  left  a record  of 
their  labours.  About  a quarter  of  a mile  beyond  Wallbours  mile-castle 
let  the  antiquary  forsake  the  road,  and  turn  down  to  the  river’s  brink. 
A woodland  scene  of  great  beauty  will  meet  his  gaze.  The  Roman  in- 
scriptions. which  are  not  easily  found  by  the  unaided  traveller,  are  on 

the  eastern  side  of 
the  projecting  rock. 
Most  of  them  are 
on  the  upper  ledge ; 
one  is  near  its  base. 
The  most  important 
of  the  inscriptions 
on  the  upper  ledge 
is  that  which  is  here 
represented.  Un- 
fortunately it  yields 
us  little  or  no  in- 
formation. “Sep.sk- 
vkuvh  avcvstvs’’  and  “skvekvs  alk[axi>kr]”  have  both  been  suggested  as 
its  true  reading ; but  neither  of  these  interpretations  is  consistent  with 
the  characters  as  they  now  stand.  Probably  the  carving  is  a simple 


‘Mr.  Hodgsou  says  : — “Through  a bug,  a 1 tout  a mile  west  of  Auboolaxna,  the  Vallum 
has  had  two  ditches,  probably  intended  for  draining  the  military  road  that,  run  between  thetu.° 
Mr.  McLnuchluu  thinks  **  it  possible  that  it  was  made  originally  for  the  ditch  of  the  Wall.”  The 
present  writer  has  sometimes  thought  that  the  Vallum  was  strengthened,  in  this  part  of  its  course, 
hv  an  additional  line,  in  order  to  give  increased  security  against  attack  from  the  south.  The  Imnks 
of  the  Irthing  here  seem  formed  for  ambuscade*. 

•The  wonl  Coome  or  Comb  is  probably  identical  with  the  Welsh  Cymb  (pronounced  Coome). 
which  signifies  a dingle,  n hollow  place,  u glen. 
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memorial  of  some  soldiers  employed  at  the  quarry.  It  will  he  observed 
that  the  letters  have  been  formed  by  drilling  holes  in  the  shape  of  the 
letters,  and  then  connecting  them  with  lines.  Several  other  markings 
in  this  part  of  the 
roek  seem  intended 
for  the  word  m mi- 
ni ax  vs  ; the  most 
distinct  of  them  is 
here  represented.1  These  inscriptions  have  been  known  beyond  the 
reach  of  living  memory.  A few  years  ago  when  Dr.  .Johnston,  of 
Brampton,  was  botanizing  in  this  neighbourhood,  he  discovered,  at  the 


FA  VST  I NO  FT  I1YFO  CO  X S VLIBVjg,  111  tilt*  consulship  of  Full  still  Ilf4  and  It  lit'll*. 

foot  of  the  cliff,  the  inscription  which  is  here  shown.  Curiously  enough, 
whilst  the  rock,  in  the  part  where  the  inscription  occurs,  is  coated  with 
a minute  smoke-coloured  lichen,  the  letters  themselves  are  covered  with 
a white  lichen,  which  renders  them  unusually  distinct.  Faustinas  and 
llufus  were  consuls  a.d.  210.  This  was  the  year  before  Septimius  Sevenis 
died.  During  this  and  one  or  two  previous  years  extensive  repairs 
were,  no  doubt,  effected  in  the  Wall. 

In  prosecuting  our  journey  westward,  nothing  calling  for  remark 


HR« AfV$ 


1 Unfortunately  the  inscriptions  on  this  part  of  the  rook  have  l»een  covered  with  a coat  »»f 
white  point  by  some  well-meaning  Knit  mistaken  individual,  who,  whilst  seeking1  to  preserve  the 
marking.  1ms  meanwhile  entirely  destroyed  their  antique  character.  The  inscription  at  the  foot 
of  the  cliff  was  prohahly  not  known  to  the  kn:<rht  of  the  paint-pot,  us  it  has  escaped  his  attention*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ALTARS  TO  OOCTDIIS. 


is  met  with  until  wc  reach  Banks  Head.  Here  a mile-castle  stood, 


the  traces  of  which  arc  now  nearly  or  quite 
obliterated.  In  it  were  found,  in  the  year  1808, 
two  altars,  dedicated  to  the  local  deity.  Cockling. 
They  arc  now  in  the  crypt  of  Lanercost  Priory. 

mo 

cue  > ii  i n 
MIL1TES 

LEOflONIsJ  XX.  V.V. 
v.  a.  h.  m. 

apiCoxjano]  BT  HKAD'Ta]  COS. 

Dedicate!  to  the  god 
(.Vidius 

by  the  soldiers  of  the 

twentieth  legion  the  Valerian  ami  victorious 
in  difidiafge  of  a tow,  *.Vc„ 
in  the  consulship  of  Apr6niuim»  uml  liradmi. 

One  of  them,  here  figured,  i.s  the  offering  of  the 
twentieth  legion.  Cassius  Pedo  Apronianus 
and  M.  Valerius  Bradua  were  consuls  in  the 


twelfth  year  of  C'ommodus,  a.d.  191.  The  boar,  on  the  base  of  the 
altar,  is  the  badge  of  the  twentieth  legion. 


The  other  altar,  also  here  figured,  is  imper- 
fect, and  split  longitudinally  into  two  pieces.  It 
is  dedicated  by  the  second  legion. 

DEO  To  till*  gpod 

coci  Dio  Coeidius 

mi  Lite*  tlie  soldiers  of  the 

leo.  ii*  a vo.  second  legion  the  August 

Another  altar,  dedicated  to  the  same  god 
by  a vexillation  of  the  sixth  legion,  lielongs 
to  this  neighliourhood,  probably  Howgill,  but 
as  the  name  of  the  legion  cannot  now  be  traced 
upon  it  the  woodcut,  representing  it  is  with- 


held.' It  is  not  improbable  that  these  dedications  were  made  at  the 


1 See  Lysons’  Cumberland,  No.  4.^,  and  Hodgson’s  Northumberland,  Pr.  II..  VoL  III.,  p.  200. 
The  altar  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  George  Gill  Mounsyy,  of  Kockliffe,  Carlisle. 
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same  period.  We  have  already  seen  that  the  earlier  part  of  the  reign 
of  Commodus  was  a time  of  turmoil  in  Britain  (page  21);  it  must 
have  been  on  no  ordinary  occasion  that  all  the  three  British  legions  (or 
detachments  from  them)  were  concentrated  here  in  the  latter  portion  of 
his  reign.  The  legionary  troops,  being  more  purely  Roman  than  the 
auxiliary  forces,  may  be  supposed  to  be  more  free  from  the  influence 
of  local  superstitions ; but  here  we  find  them  addressing  a god  unknown 
to  the  mythology  of  Rome.  The  events  of  a.p.  191  were,  doubtless, 
such  us  to  cause  considerable  anxiety  to  the  commanders  in  Britain.* 

The  Wall  then  goes  over  a small  hill,  called  the  Pike.  The  next 
group  of  houses  is  Banks,  or  Banks  Hill.  The  view  from  this  point,  of 
the  fertile  plains  below,  is  exceedingly  striking. 

Before  coming  to  the  brook,  called  Banks  Burn,  a piece  of  the  core 
of  the  Wall  is  seen.  Ascending  the  hill,  called  Hare  Hill,  on  the 
western  side  of  the  brook,  we  come  to  a fragment  of  the  Wall,  which 
is  nine  feet  and  a half  high.  It  is,  however,  divested  of  its  facing  stones. 
Hutton,  speaking  of  it,  says : — “ I viewed  this  relick  with  admiration.  I 
saw  no  part  higher.”  Just  beyond  this  piece  of  Wall,  a little  farther 
up  the  hill,  is  the  still  distinguishable  site  of  a mile-castle. 

LANERCOST. 

In  a south-easterly  direction  from  Hare  Hill  lie  two  medueval 
structures  of  great  interest,  Lanercost  Priory  and  Naworth  Castle. 
Both  of  them  have  claims  upon  the  Roman  antiquary — the  priory  for 
the  treasures  which  it  yet  possesses,  and  the  castle  as  having  been  the 
place  where,  in  a rude  age,  Belted  Will  preserved,  with  scholarly  care, 
the  lettered  spoils  of  the  Wall. 

Hitherto  we  have  boon  able  to  ascertain,  with  absolute  certainty, 
the  stations  recorded  in  the  Notitia  as  standing  on  the  line  of  the  Wall. 
Now,  the  means  of  identification  which  we  have  used — inscriptions 
mentioning  the  garrison  in  each — fails  us;  and  to  add  to  our  perplexity 
antiquaries  are  not  agreed  as  to  which  of  the  camps  that  we  meet  with. 


'The  writer'*  attention  has  l*een  specially  called  to  these  altars  bv  the  rpinarksof  Mr.  Tbormi?. 
Hodjrson  upon  them  in  his  MS.  volumes,  which  are  of  too  great  length  to  be  introduced  here. 
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in  our  progress,  un>  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  ranked  as  stations. 
In  these  eii'eimistanee.s  it  will  he  prudent  to  forbear  allocating  the 
designations  of  the  Nothin  until  the  happy  discovery  of  some  inscrip- 
tion relieves  us  from  our  perplexity. 

I’r.rniAXA  is  the  station  which  in  the  Nothin  follows  Amiioolansa. 
and  it  was  garrisoned  hv  n body  of  horse  bearing  the  same  name. 
The  station  at  Walton  House  is  the  station  to  which,  in  the  absence  of  an 
inscription  naming  its  garrison,  the  name  I’ktuiaxa  has  by  most  anti- 
quaries been  ascribed.  A recent  discovery  throws  doubt  upon  this 
opinion.  On  the  face  of  an  ancient  limestone  quarry,  by  the  side  of 
Hanks  Hum,  and  within  a short  distance  of  Lanercost,  the  inscription 
given  in  the  engraving  was  found  ill  1 *•'>!).  Can  there  have  been  a 

I VJIV.  ! IIHVTV, 

III  < I Hill]  U V i;'  PI  1 KIAS.O 

Junius  Brutus 
:i  decurion'  of  tin* 
cavalry  of  Petr  in  nil. 


station  at  Laneivost,  and  can  it  have  been  I’ktiiiaxa?  Walton 
House  station  is  seven  miles  distant  from  Birdoswald ; this,  though 
above  the  average,  is  not  an  unprecedented  distance,  yet  when 
the  difficult  nature  of  the  country  is  taken  into  account  it  seems  to 
he  too  great.  The  stones  of  which  the  covcntual  buildings  at 
Lanercost  arc  formed  arc  all  Homan  ; these  may  have  been  derived 
from  the  Wall,  which,  at  the  nearest  point,  is  half  a mile  distant,  but 
the  quantity  of  them  is  such  as  to  suggest  the  probability  of  a nearer 
source  of  supply.  There  is  another  reason  for  the  conjecture  in  which 
we  are  indulging.  Below  the  present  bridge,  and  immediately  opposite 
the  Priory,  are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  bridge.  The  land  abutment 
and  the  first  water-pier  on  the  north  side  have  been  deserted  bv  the 


'A  deeurion  was  an  officer  having  the  command  often  cavalry.  The  senior  decurioo  of 
each  tnrma  (consisting:  of  three  decuries)  comma  tided  the  whole  troop. 
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river,  ami  can  easily  l>e  examined.  The  pier  is  ten  feet  high.  Unfor- 
tunately all  the  facing  stones  have  been  removed,  but  the  rubble-work  of 
the  interior  has  all  the  appearance  of  being  Roman.  In  the  river,  the 
remains  of  another  pier  are  to  be  seen  when  the  water  is  low.  The 
writer  has  Wen  informed  that  there  are  traces  of  an  ancient  road, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Irthing,  in  a line  with  this  bridge.  If  this 
bridge,  as  is  probable,  is  a Roman  one,  there  must  have  been  a 
stationary  camp  at  Lanereost  to  guard  it. 

Shortly  after  the  discovery  of  the  rock  inscription,  given  above,  a 
slab,  mentioning  the  Ala  Petriana,  was  found  in  Carlisle.  A drawing 
of  it  is  shown  on  the  previous  page.  This  inscription,  unfortunately, 
gives  us  no  information  as  to  the  locality  of  Petriana.  It  cannot  be 
Carlisle,  where  the  slab  was  found.  It  gives  us,  however,  some  unex- 
pected information  regarding  the  horse  regiment  or  ala  bearing  the 
name  of  Petriana.  • It  was  a large  one,  consisting  of  a thousand  men  ; 
its  composition  was  select,  none  but  citizens  of  Rome  being  admitted 
into  its  ranks,  and  it  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  using  the  epithets 
Augusta  and  Torquata.  The  epithet  “torquata"  does  not  occur  on 
any  other  British  inscription.  Probably  the  prefect,  for  some  deed  of 
valour  on  his  part  or  that  of  his  troops,  was  allowed,  like  Titus  Manlius 
of  old,  to  wear  a twisted  band  of  gold  around  his  neck.1  The  Ala 
Petriana  occurs  in  the  Rivcling  rescript  of  the  date  of  a.d.  124.  So 
powerful  a body  as  this  was  when  the  Carlisle  slab  was  carved  cannot 
have  been  accommodated  in  so  small  a station  as  that  of  Walton  House, 
which  has  an  area  of  only  two  acres  and  three  quarters.  The  ala  may, 
however,  have  been  greatly  reduced  before  the  Xotitia  was  compiled. 

Excepting  the  bridge  there  are  no  remains  of  Roman  work  at 
Lanereost.  It  is  just  possible  that  if  some  portions  of  the  priory  green 
were  excavated,  the  foundations  of  ramparts  and  barracks  might  be 
found.  There  are  evident  traces  of  buildings  beneath  the  sod. 

There  are  some  interesting  inscribed  and  sculptured  stones  here. 
An  altar,  which  has  been  dedicated  to  Jupiter  by  the  cohort  whose 


1 Or  the  torque  may  have  been  attached  to  the  banner  of  the  nhi. 
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head  quarters  were  at  Amboulaxxa,  forms  part  of  the  headway  of  the 
clerestory  of  the  priory-church,  in  the  south-east  angle  of 
the  choir.'  The  woodcut  on  the  left  of  the  page  repre- 
sents it.  It  has  been  trimmed  by  the  officious  hands 


Sui,  X (ett  I liickc*  I *Jut  | nick. 


iuc,  t feci  | inckei  by  I < M 6 mckei. 


I.  O.  M. 

CIIO.  I.  AEL. 

DAC.  CVI  Pk'aEj* 

K»T  IVLIYIS] 
RATVH.VIXv's] 
TIUBV>|VS».J 

To  Jupiter  the  lw»}i|  ami  preutot 
lli«*  fir>t  cohort  the  .Elian 
of  Dacian-  comma titled 
by  Julius 
Suturniuus  the 
tribune  [dedicate  this.] 


DEO  SASCTO 
5ILVANO  VE- 
NATOR KS 

banxiaJe  s[acravervxt.J 

To  the  holy  pod 
Silvnnus 
the  hunters  of 
Hunua  have  consecrated 
[this  altar.] 


of  tlie  masons;  but.  fortunately,  the  inscription  has  been  spared.  'The 
church  was  consecrated  in  116b,  so  that  this  altar  lias  been  held  in 


durance  for  seven  centuries ; it  has,  however,  been  safely  preserved. 


1 ?>ee  Gentleman's  Mnpnnne.  1744,  and  Arch.  /Kl.,  Vol.  III.  , P.  an,  .vs. 

M M 
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Another  altar  ot'  great  interest  is  now  in  the  crypt  of  the  priory; 
it  is  engraved  on  the  preceding  page.  According  to  a writer  in  the 
(' ttrlis/i • Patriot  of  June  1(>,  1N21,  it  was  found  in  the  station  of  Bird- 
oswald.  This  altar  gives  us  some  insight  into  the  amusements  of  the 
Roman  soldiery.  Wlmt  occasion  had  called  forth  their  gratitude  does 
not  appear.  At  Stanhope,  in  NVcardale,  is  an  altar,  which  will  after- 
wards he  described,  dedicated  to  Silvanus  by  the  Schosian  cavalry,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  destruction  of  a formidable  boar.  It  is  not  known 
where  Banna  was  situated.  It  is  named  in  the  Chorography  of  Raven- 
lias,  where  it  follows  J'Isioa.  It  is  also  inscribed  on  the  rim  of  the 


Budge  cup,  where  it  is  next  to  A mhoui.anna.  It  is  probable,  therefore, 
that  it  was  in  this  neighbourhood. 

A sculptured  stone,  representing  in  bold  relief  Jupiter  and  Hercules. 


$ u,  * fjet  1 1*: he*  by  l f«N  4 mebr*. 


is  also  preserved  here.  There  is  a hole  in  the 
riirlit  hand  of  Jupiter  for  the  insertion  of  the 
thunderbolt.  This  stone  is  stated  to  have  been 
found  at  Birdoswald. 

Edward  I.  and  his  queen  resided  at  the 
priory  of  Lanercost  (luring  the  winter  of  l30ti-7. 

Naworth  ( 'astle  is  to  the  south  of  Lanercost. 
It  was  severely  injured  by  tire  in  1S44  ; it  still, 
however,  exhibits,  with  striking  vividness,  many 
of  the  peculiar  features  of  a border  fortress  of 
the  middle  ace.  To  the  south  of  the  castle, 
and  near  the  railway,  is  an  ancient  earthwork, 
probably  a British  camp. 


We  now  rejoin  the  Wall  on  Hare  Hill.  A little  beyond  the  mile- 
castle  a break  in  the  Wall  occurs,  in  which  a turret  or  small  quadran- 


gular building  is  placed.  It  seems  to  have  been  quite  independent  of  the 
Wall,  and  projects  northwards  beyond  it.  AN  e next  pass  Money  Holes, 
where,  probable,  coins  have  occasionally  been  picked  tip.  'through  the 
priorv  woods,  to  the  south  of  us,  the  works  ot  the  N ullum  proceed  un- 
dauntingly  on  their  onward  course,  and  are  in  good  condition.  'I  he 
fact  that  the  Vallum  goes  along  the  southern  slope  ot  the  hill,  leaving 
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the  summit  to  the  Wu.ll,  bears  upon  the  question  of  the  eotitcinponineous 
or  successive  construction  of  the  works. 

At  Craggle  Hill  the  north  fosse  is  very  bold.  At  Hay  ton  Gate  a 
drove  road,  closed  half  a century  ago,  crossed  the  Wall.  A very  little 
west  of  Randelands  we  meet  with  the  feeble  truces  of  a mile-castle. 
After  crossing  the  rivulet,  called  Burtholine  Bock,  a piece  of  the  AVnll 
is  seen,  which  stands  nearly  seven  toot  high  ; its  facing  stones  nre  gone, 
but  the  rough  pebblv  mortar  of  the  interior  possesses  its  original  tenacity. 
As  is  often  the  case,  the  ruin  is  tufted  with  hazel  hushes,  oak  trees,  and 
alders.  Beyond  this  point  a second  ditch  and  rampart,  outside  the  Wall, 
seem,  for  a short  distance,  to  have  l>een  added  to  the  usual  lines  of  fortifi- 
cation. The  Wall  passes  on  the  north  of  Howgill,  Low  Wall,  and 
I tovccote,  on  its  wav  to  the  King  Water.  At  the  farm-house  of  Howgill 
is  a rude,  centurial  stone,  described  by  Gordon,  Horsley,  and  most 
subsequent  writers.  It  is  shown  in  the  woodcut.  It  is  one  of  the  few 

[ F.  ] C1YITATE  C A T • 

VVELLAVJi- 
ORVM  .... 

From  the  state  of  the 
Cafhivellnuni 


Si**»  l f"ot  6 IhcVi  by  10  inche*. 

inscriptions  which  give  some  little  countenance  to  the  conjecture,  that 
occasionally  some  of  the  British  tribes  were  used  in  repressing  others. 
The  (Jatyeuchluni  of  Ptolemy  occupied  the  counties  of  Buckingham  and 
Oxford,  and  some  neighbouring  parts. 

Nearly  due  north  from  Low  Wall  some  slight  indications  of  a 
mile-castle  may  be  observed.  Bet  ween  the  Kin  g Water  and  the  (.'ami  icek 
Water  the  line  of  the  Wall  may  lx;  easily  traced  ; but  the  Vallum  is 
more  obscure.  At  the  entrance  of  the  village  of  Walton  faint  traces 
of  a mile-castle  are  to  be  observed.  Many  of  its  cottages  are  built  out 
of  the  spoils  of  the  Wall.  At  Sandysike  farm-house  the  foundations 
of  the  Wall  and  other  traces  of  mural  vicinage  are  to  be  seen ; the 
bum  consists  of  Roman  stones,  marked  with  the  diamond  broaching. 


CIV  I TATE  0 
|yv£  t lava^ 
IpfiyAV!:' 
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and  some  fragments  of  carved  stones  are  preserved  in  the  garden.  In 
the  plantation,  to  the  west  of  the  house,  the  ruins  of  the  Wall  are  well 
marked ; a little  excavation  might  display  the  foundations  of  a turret. 
The  fosse  of  the  Wall,  as  we  descend  into  the  valley  of  the  Cambcck. 
is  well  developed.  It  is  probable  that  a mile-castle  stood  on  the  west 
hank  of  the  water,  but  all  traces  of  it  are  obliterated. 

WALTON  llOl'SE  STATION. 

This  station  is  called,  by  Camden,  Castlesteads,  where,  he  tells  us. 
great  ruins  were  to  be  seen.  It  is  called  Cambeck  Fort  by  Horsley, 
from  the  circumstance  of  its  vicinity  to  the  river  Camheck.  Prior  to 
the  publication  of  Hutchinson's  Cumberland,  in  1794,  the  estate,  in 
which  it  is  situated,  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  ancestor  of  its  present 
possessor,  George  John  Johnson,  Esq.,  who  erected  the  existing  man- 
sion, and  denominated  it  Walton  House.  The  station  must  needs  take 
a similar  designation.  When  Mr.  Johnson  purchased  the  property,  the 
camp  was  covered  with  brush  wood  and  trees  of  large  size,  and  when  the 
house  was  built,  the  camp  was  cleared,  trenched  to  the  depth  of  three 
feet,  and  converted  into  a garden.  The  following  particulars  relating 
to  the  station  are  given  in  Hutchinson’s  Cumberland,  either  from  the 
writer's  own  observation,  or  contemporary  authorities : — 

“ The  whole  fortress  seems  to  have  been  a very  sumptuous  ami  fine  building.  Most 
of  the  stones  that  are  dug:  up  are  black,  as  if  the  whole  place  had  been  burnt ; and  what 
confirms  me  more  in  this  opinion  is,  that  in  several  places,  as  yet  dug  into,  there  are  great 
numbers  of  iron  nails,  pieces  of  iron  and  brass,  that  are  run  into  lumps,  though  now  in 

a mouldering  condition There  arc  several  foundations  of  the  houses  yet 

standing  distinctly  in  the  fort,  pretty  high,  but  Hard  to  be  come  at  for  the  brushwoml 
growing  in  them. 

“Several  rooms  were  found,  the  floors  of  which,  consisting  of  thick  masses  of  strong 
cement,  were  supported  ui>on  pedestals.  There  were  many  other  curious  floors  found 
among  the  ruins,  and  some  coal  ashes.  . . . There  was  also  a cold  bath  found  near 
the  place,  and  not  far  from  it  something  like  a cistern,  about  five  yards  by  one  and  a half, 
cornj>osed  of  thick  slate  stones,  very  large,  and  set  edge-ways,  curiously  cemented  so  as 
to  refuse  passage  to  any  liquid. 

“ The  altars  (except  the  largest)  w’cre  found  within  the  fort,  about  eighteen  inches 
below'  the  surface  of  the  upper  soil ; several  little  troughs  were  also  found  there,  with 


Digitized  by  Google 


STATlOrr  AT  1VA1.TD.T  HOT  HE . 


Digitized  by  Google 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  STATION. 


277 


their  bottoms  turned  up;  conduits  were  discovered  in  all  directions,  and  channel  stones, 
apparently  made  for  carrying  oft'  day  water. 

‘‘The  ruins  of  the  walls  were  wholly  confused It  has  frequently  been 

observed  that  the  little  buildings,  found  within  the  Homan  stations,  were  scattered  in  an 
irregular  manner,  and  must  have  been  the  work  of  those  who  succeeded  the  Romans. 

“ Several  coins  were  found  of  one  of  the  Constantines,  of  Maxcutins,  and  others.” 

The  following  statement  probably  relates  to  the  platform  of  a 
ballista,  or  other  engine,  for  projecting  heavy  missiles : — 

“ On  the  south  side,  without  the  walls  of  the  fort,  was  a large  platform  of  stones, 
five  feet  below  the  surface,  covering  eleven  yards  in  length  and  eight  feet  in  breadth. 

**  At  some  little  distance  from  the  fort  the  foundations  of  a building  were  found, 
and  about  it  a quantity  of  ashes  and  some  wheat,  the  grain  entire  hut  turned  black. 
Here  the  largest  altar  was  discovered;  it  is  cracked,  perhaps  by  the  effect  of  fire.  . . . 

Ashes  and  burnt  wheat  have  frequently  been  found.” 

The  station  of  Walton  House  being  situated  upon  a tongue  of 
land,  somewhat  elevated  above  the  general  level,  occupies  a position  of 
considerable  strength.  “ On  the  north  the  ground  is  precipitous,  falling 
about  sixty  feet  to  the  river  Cambcek;  on  the  south  and  west  the  fall 
is  gentle  towards  the  Irthing.”  “Its  height  above  the  sea  is  about  two 
hundred  feet.”  “ The  distance  of  the  station  from  the  Wall  is  about 
tour  hundred  yards  south,  and  from  the  line  which  it  is  presumed  the 
Vallum  took  about  one  hundred  yards.” 1 Its  area,  ns  already  stated,  is 
two  acres  and  three  quarters.  It  commands  an  extensive  view  ; besides 
overlooking  the  country  for  a considerable  distance  north  of  the  Wall, 
the  camp  of  Wutehcross  on  the  west,  and  Birdoswald  on  the  east,  are 
in  sight. 

The  outlines  of  the  station  cannot  be  now  accurately  discerned. 
The  traces  of  the  ditch  are  visible,  particularly  on  the  west  front.  No 
ditch  was  required  on  the  north  front,  the  steep  diluvial  sear  being  a 
sufficient  protection. 

As  to  the  ancient  name  of  the  station  nothing  more  definite  can 
be  said  of  it  than  has  been  said  by  Hodgson : — “Petriaxa,  I believe,  was 

! Memoir  of  it  .Survey  of  (lie  Homan  Wall,  pp.  (12,  Cy. 
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either  here  or  in  some  other  jsirt  of  Cinitherlami.''  The  Ala  Petriana 
was  in  garrison  at  Pktiuana  when  the  Xotitia  was  compiled. 

The  station  of  Walton  House  lias  yielded  many  important  inscrip- 
tions. Most  of  these,  together 
with  the  other  relics  found 
in  it,  arc  carefully  preserved 
upon  the  sjHit. 

The  altar  here  given 
has  had  an  eventful  history. 
After  having  long  formed  the 
centre  of  attraction  in  the 
grand  religious  ceremonials 
of  the  Romans,  it  was  buried 
for  ages  in  the  ruins  of  the 
station.  When,  after  the 
union  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, jieace  once  more  reigned 
in  the  borders,  and  commer- 
cial activity  began  to  prevail, 
this  important  block  of  stone 
was  taken  from  its  bed,  and 
used  in  the  formation  of  a 
weir  across  the  Catnbeek 
Water.  Being  rescued  from 
this  position,  in  1741,  it  now 
presents  to  us  a page  of 
British  history,  belonging  to 
the  third  century,  in  the  very 
handwriting  of  the  actors 
themselves.  This  altar  is  at 
Lazonby  Hall. 

UK,  4 * Uicfce*  by  I foot  7 io  bo.  On  examining  an  in- 

scription such  as  this,  we  can  hardly  fail  to  lie  struck  with  the  impor- 
tance which  the  Romans  attached  to  the  dedication  of  an  altar,  and  the 
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cure  that  was  taken  to  uvow  the  fact  that  it  had  received  the  sanction 
of  the  authorities. 

[lOVI  OITI  HO  MAXIM") 

ET  XVJII'XIBVS  A VO  VST  I ] 
n'osthi]  coiCors]  II.  TYX- 
oror'vm]  CiOlt  ihana]  m i lu aria]  eq[vitata] 

[civivm’  i/atixorvm]  CVI  1MIAE- 
KST  [siriLIVs]  CLAV- 
O'lANYs]  I'RA- 

ef[ectvs]  instants 
ael[io'  mahtixo 
rnixcfiPF.!  x kai/kndas]  i . . . . 

IMP*  F.RATORF.]  d omino]  .VOSTRO]  g]oHDIANO]  AVo[vSTo]  III.  TO- 

mpeia.no  co[kVvubw,] 

To  Jupiter  the  best  ami  greatest 
and  the  deities  of  our  Augustus 
the  seoond  cohort  of  Tungrian* 

the  Gordian  a thousand  strong*  with  a due  proportion  of  cavalry  1 
citizens  of  Latium  * commanded  hy 
•Sicilius  Claudia  n us* 

the  prefect  [dedicate  tliis  altar'  under  the  superintendence 
of  .-Klius  Marti nus 

princeps*  [on]  the  tenth  of  the  kalends  of  January  (.*) 
our  emperor  and  lord  (ionium  for  the  second  time-'  uml 
Pompeiunus  being*  consuls. 

The  altar  next  introduced  is  of  similar  character  to  that  already 


‘ The  Kev.  David  Carlisle,  in  a paper  in  the  Arehseologin,  Yol.  XI.,  p.  dS,  oWrves: — “Till* 
mark  5 (miUiaria)  seems  to  huve  been  ut  tirsr  omitted  hy  the  workman,  and  added  afterwards 
between  the  lines.  He  prmveds  to  remark,  on  the  authority  of  Hvginus,  that  a “ cohors  cipntatu 
milliaria”  had  seven  hundred  and  sixty  foot  soldiers,  formed  into  ten  centuries,  and  two  hundred 
11  ml  forty  horse,  formed  into  ten  turma*. 

•The  expansion  of  the  letters  C.L.  is  a matter  of  doubt  and  difficulty.  In  a paper  of  much 
ability,  upon  tliis  and  the  kindred  altars  found  at  this  station  (Arch.  vKiinnu,  \ ol.  II.,  p.  Ht).  Mr. 
Thomas  Hodgson  suggests  tile  form  here  adopted — Civiuiu  I*atmorum.  In  his  MS.  notes  he  farther 
mentions  as  a jmssihle  reading  Civium  Lugduiieusium. 

’This  mime  is  no  longer  to  lie  seen  upon  thp  stone;  it  is.  however,  given  by  Mr.  George 
Smith,  in  an  account  of  the  altar  on  its  re-discovcrv,  iu  the  Gent.'s  Mag.  for  1N*,\  p.  *10. 

* Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson  shows  that  “ princeps"  is  not  here  a pro|n*r  name  but  u designation 
of  military  rank.  Dr.  McCuul  remarks: — “The  first  centurion  of  the  ‘principes’  was  called 
‘ prince] m/  and  in  military  rank  stood  next  to  the  first  centurion  of  die  4 triarii,*  who  was  called 
* jirimipilus.’ w — llrit.-Hom.  Ins.,  p.  IT. 

•One  other  difficulty  occurs.  Tliis  inscription  makes  the  Kni|icrur  Gordian  colleague  with 
1‘ompeianus,  in  his  third  consulate,  which  the  fa*ft  tvnntthtm  asrrilw*  to  his  second.  The  easiest 
way  of  getting  over  die  difficulty  is  by  supposing  that  the  third  1.  in  the  numeral  was  intended  to 
lie  an  KT  in  ligature.  Iletizen  takes  this  view*  of  it. 
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l[0VlJ  O l-TIMOJ  M AXIM»] 

C01I[0RS]  SECVNDA  TVNQR[oRVmJ 
>l[lLUAHIA]  E<j[yITATA]  c[fVlV||]  l[aTINORVm] 
I’RAF.EST  ALP  VS]  [c\'| 

SEVER VS PR- 

aef[ectvs)  tvno[hohvm"|  IN- 
sta[nte j vic[tore]  sev[e]ro 
rnixcipi. 


To  Jupiter  the  Lest  und  jrrentest 
the  second  cohort  of  Tunjrrians 
a tuilliary  cohort  with  a due  proportion  of 

[cavalry  citizens  of  Lutiuni 
commanded  bv  Albus 
Severus  pre- 
fect of  the  Tungrians  erected  this] 
under  the  suprintendence  of  Victor  Severn* 
princeps. 
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discussal.  It  was  found,  in  the  year  1818.  in  the  Camlieek  Water,  a 
little  south  of  the  Wall.  It  is  supposed  to  have  fallen  from  the  oust 
bank  of  the  rivulet,  where  a stone  pedestal  was  found,  on  which  appa- 
rently it  had  l>een  placed.  In  the  masonry  of  the  pedestal  a coin  of 
the  elder  Faustina  was  detected.'  Like  the  former  this  altar  is  adorned 
ou  one  side  with  the  thunderbolt  of  Jove,  and  on  the  other  with  the 
wheel  of  Nemesis,  the  symbol  of  swift  retributive  justice. 

Two  Tungrian  cohorts  were  among  Agricola’s  forces  at  the  battle 
of  the  Grampians.  The  first  cohort  of  the  Tungrians  was  located  at 
Borcovicls,  when  the  Notitia  was  compiled.  We  have  the  evidence 
before  us  of  the  employment,  at  some  period,  of  the  second  cohort  of 
the  Tungrians.  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Walton  House  station. 
It  may  be  doubted,  however,  whether  the  whole  of  so  large  a cohort 
could  be  accommodated  in  so  small  a camp. 

Other  troops  besides  these  have  left  proofs  of  their  presence  here. 
Horsley  gives  an  altar,  “ generally  said  to  have  come  from  this  fort,” 
which  was  dedicated  by  the  fourth  cohort  of  Gauls.  Traces  of  the 
second  and  sixth  legions  have  also  been  met  with. 

Among  the  most  important  of  the  altars  which  are  now  at  Walton 
House  is  the  one  which  is  represented  in  the  woodcut  on  the  following 
page.  The  altar  is  a rude  one,  but  the  letters  are  as  sharp  ius  if  they 
were  only  just  cut.  It  bears  marks  of  fire  upon  its  surface,  and  a 
quantity  of  scorched  wheat  was  found  lying  beneath  it.  On  the  third 
line  are  some  letters,  which  have  been  nearly  obliterated.*  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  as  Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith  shows,  in  his  Collectanea  Autiqua, 
Vol.  II.,  p.  175,  and  Vol.  IV..  p.  150,  that  the  Augustus  referred  to  is 
Hadrian.  He  brought  the  discipline  of  the  Roman  army  to  its  highest 
perfection.  Several  of  the  coins  of  Hadrian  bear  on  the  reverse  the 
legend  disci  puna  avo.,  with  a corresponding  device.  One  of  these  has 


1 This  information  was  supplied  by  Mr.  Parker,  of  Brampton*  who  hail  it  from  the  mason 
employe*!.  Mr.  Wilkin,  in  the  Carlisle  Patriot . June  1(5,  lst?l,  nays:—**  Had  the  hunmuT  of  the 
man  who  found  it  not  been  stayed  at  the  precise  moment  of  lihration,  thin  fine  monument  would 
have  been  broken  into  walling  stones  in  a few  minutes.*’ 

* The  Bishop  of  Cloyne  concludes,  from  the  presence  of  what  he  lielieve*  to  Ire  three  (»*s,  that 
the  altar  was  originally  dedicated  to  J^evenni  and  nis  two  sons.— Lveons’  Climb.,  p.  clxxi. 

v n 
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already  been  figured.  page  48;  another  is  here  shown.  Coins  of  this 

type  belong  exclusively  to  the 
reign  of  Hadrian,  with  the 


exception  of  a very  few  of 
the  time  of  Antoninus  Pius. 

ItisH’i  pv-  To  tli<*  disci- 
LINAR  ]>lint> 

avu-  of  Aug- 

VSTI.  listlls. 


bK,  | fcet  kf  I luwf  9 inches 

and  influence  of  Hadrian  in  the  mural 


and  the  dies  of  these  may 
have  been  prepared  during 
the  lifetime  of  Hadrian.  We 
are  warranted,  therefore,  in 
ranking  this  altar  along  with 
those  other  tablets  which 
bear  witness  to  the  activity 
region.  The  following  state- 


ments, from  Dion  Cassius,  arc  in  conformity  with  this  view : — 


“ Hadrian  maintained  a severe  discipline  among  the  soldier*,  and  suffered  them  not 
to  nhusc  their  strength  either  in  disobeying  tlie  generals  or  opjiro^ing  the  weak. 

“ He  accustomed  the  soldiers  to  their  exorcises,  encouraged  those  that  did  well, 
reproved  others,  and  showed  them  all  their  duty.  There  was  not  one  that  thirst  excuse 
himself  from  it,  when  he  saw  the  severity  of  discipline  which  he  imposed  upon  himself. 

. , . . To  say  all  in  a few  won  Is,  he  established,  during  the  whole  course  of  his  reign, 

by  his  precepts  and  example,  so  exact  a discipline  in  the  army,  tlmt  to  this  day  it  is 
observed  as  a kind  of  law.” — Manning's  Dion  Cassius,  Vol.  II.,  pp.  133,  137. 

The  altar  shown  in  the  next  woodcut  was  found,  in  1S.">(>.  in  a field 
north  of  the  station.  The  name  of  the  deity  is  new  to  us.  the  name  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


INSCRIPTION."  AT  WALTON  IIOISE. 


283 


the  dedicator  is  unusual,  and  the  title  which  he  assumes  has  not  pre- 
viously been  met  with  in  Romnno-British 
inscriptions.  It  was  first  published  by  Mr. 

( '.  Roach  Smith  in  the  Collectanea  Antique, 

Vol.  IV.  The  ornaments  on  the  capital  of 
the  altar  arc  worthy  of  attention;  the 
pointed  or  “ Early-English”  arch  plainly 
makes  its  appearance  among  them. 

n’vmini]  avo  vsti] 

[kt]  DEO  VASA- 

TXTI  AVKF.L  IVs] 

AltMIOF.lt 

DEC[VR|o‘  l*RIKr[lPVSI.l 

To  the  majesty  of  Augustus 

ami  the  jrml  Vanauntis  (!) 

Aurelius 
Armijrer 

a tlecurion  of  the  princijiet*. 

The  funereal  monument  which  is  here 
represented  was  seen  by  Brand  in  1783,  and 

figured  by  him ; it  is  still  preserved  at  Walton  House.  The  lower  part 
of  the  stone  has 
been  broken  off. 

In  consequence  of 
tiie  incorrect  re- 
presentations  of 
the  inscription 
that  have  hither- 
to been  given,  the 
last  two  letters  of 
the  word  gemkl- 
i.ica  being  sepa- 
rated from  the 
rest,  and  a full 
stop  placed  after 

each,  great  has  been  the  perplexity  of  those  who  have  attempted  to  read 
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it,  and  various  the*  interpretations  they  have  given  of  it.1  (iemelliea.  it 
must  ho  confess  'd,  is  a name  which  we  have  not  previously  met  with. 


dJusJ  MANJBV«s) 
GRMEI.LICA 

FL[aV!o]  HII.AHIO  s[f.PVLCH htm] 
m[oc]  f(ibiu]  C;VKAVIT.) 


To  tin-  divine  Mime* 
(■emellicu 
to  Florins  Hilariu* 
caused  this  sepulchre  to  In*  erected, 


Of  the  other  objects  which  are  here  represented  little  need  he  said. 
One  is  a figure  of  Victory,  bearing  the  palm  branch  and  the  crown. 
The  inscription,  vic[tohiak]  avi;[vsti].  is  an  attempt  to  identify  Victory 
with  the  person  of  the  cm|H'ror.  The  other  stones  are  probably  frag- 


i foot  t indies  bty  i 1mm  : lath**. 

mcntai  of  funereal  monuments.  One  of  them  gives  the  portrait  of  a 
somewhat  comely  damsel,  the  other  is  a good  exhibition  of  the  dress  of 
the  j>eriod.  The  headless  lady  wears  a eiretdar  brooch  on  her  breast, 
and  a bracelet  on  her  right  arm.  The  objects  winch  she  holds  in  her 
hands  may  represent  the  provision  with  which  she  is  furnished  for  her 
long  last  journey.  Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith  suggests  that  she  may  be  a 
Me  a Mater. 


1 S It  A MI'loN  OLD  ('III  urn  A.NL)  MtAMITON  STATION. 

About  half  a mile  to  the  south  of  the  station  of  Walton  House 
is  Rrampton  Old  Church.  It  stands  upon  a knoll  possessing  great 


‘The  lfev.  John  llodgwo,  for  example,  gives  the  following  explanation  of  it: — 
Mnnihtts.  Gemelli  cnusA  n flection  is  Flavio  ililurio  srimlchniiu  hoe  fieri  ruraverunt — To  thegoda 
of  the  departed : his  twine,  out  of  a flection  to  Flavius  lhltirm*,  caused  this  sepulchre  to  lie  nude.” 
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military  advantages  and  commanding  an  extensive  prospect.  The  mate- 
rials of  which  the  church  is  composed  have  the  appearance  of  Roman 
stones.  In  draining  the  ground  recently  added  to  the  churchyard,  traces 
of  a Roman  road  and  some  Roman  pottery  were  found.  Probably  a tort 
lias  stood  hero  subsidiary  to  that  at  Walton  House.  Still  farther  to 
the  south  is  the  site  of  an  undoubted  Roman  camp,  to  which  the  late 
Mr.  Robert  Bell,  of  Irthingtou,1  was  the  first  to  call  attention.  It  is  a 
mile  and  a half  south  of  Walton  House  station,  and  rather  more  than 
a quarter  of  a mile  south-east  of  Brampton  Old  Church;  it  contains  an 
area  of  an  acre  and  a half.  As  it  is  under  cultivation  the  traces  of  its 
ramparts  are  fast  disappearing.  So  satisfied  was  Mr.  MeLauehlan  as  to 
its  possessing  the  usual  features  of  a Roman  camp,  that  he  classes  it 
among  the  “Stationes  per  lincarn  Yalli.”  Conceiving  Walton  House 
to  be  the  Petri  an  a of  the  Notitia.  he  applies  to  the  Brampton  camp 
the  name  that  follows  next  in  order,  that  of  An.vu.AitA.  The  ground  is 
strewed  with  stones;  Roman  pottery  and  coins  have  frequently  been 
found  in  it.  To  the  south  of  the  camp  arc  some  remarkable  barrows. 

We  rejoin  the  Wall  at  C'ambeck  Hill.  On  the  left  of  the  road 
is  a mound  on  which  a plane-tree  is  growing — this  is  the  site  of  a mile- 
castle.  The  antiquary  who  would  keep  comjainy  with  the  Wall  must 
now  forsake  the  road  and  traverse  the  footpath  which  for  some  miles 
keeps  very  close  to  it;  sometimes  it  runs  upon  the  core  of  its  founda- 
tion, sometimes  in  its  fosse,  and  not  unfrequently  it  is  enclosed  between 
pleasant  green  hedges.  The  village  of  Beck  is  soon  reached.  To  the 
north  of  the  village,  and  in  the  bed  of  the  streamlet  which  probably 
gives  it  its  name,  Mr.  Parker,  of  Brampton,  recently  discovered  the  altar 
shown  in  the  woodcut  on  the  following  page,  and  which  is  now  in  his 
possession.  The  altar  seems  to  have  fallen  from  a hill,  by  the  water's 
edge,  on  the  top  of  which  are  some  slight  traces  of  building.  In  con- 
sequence, probably,  of  the  difficult  nature  of  the  country,  camps  of 

' •*  A well-informed,  zealous  and  warm-hearted  antiquary,  who,  for  the  pur**  love  of  science, 
hud  Ions’  to  the  antiquities  of  the  locality.”— Collectanea  Antiqun,  Yol.  IV.,  p.  151. 

* Mr.  Parker  wan  out  with  hi?  otter  hound?  at  the  time  that  he  mode  the  discovery.  It  in 
seldom  that  a sportsmnn  return?  from  the  field  «o  richly  freighted. 
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observation  scorn  to  lie  more 


fete.  S frrl  | juris  by  I foot  ] n.il-c*. 


thickly  planted  here  than  in  other  parts 
of  the  Wall.  This  is  the  second  altar 

I.  o.  31. 

coil  Oils’  IIII.  OAL- 
LOR  V 3!  r V I P R A K - 
R*T  C I.AVDIVS 
3lOI»E*TVS 
PHAEFECTVS 
V.  S,  L.  M. 

To  Jupiter  flit*  l**>t  nn<!  prr«tt*st 
the  fmmli  cohort  of  (tail]* 
roimnatuiril  l*y 

Claudius 
Bfodetttis 
the  iiNfecY 

in  dKchargre  of  h vow,  Ji*r. 


ereetcil  by  the  fourth  cohort  of  Gauls 


which  has  been  found  in  this  district.  This  body  of  troops  had  their 
head  quarters  at  Vindolaxa  when  the  Notitia  was  compiled.  They 
must,  at  one  time,  have  been  quartered  at  Walton  House  station,  or 
lieen  present  there  in  some  considerable  force. 

Westward  of  lieck  the  fosse  of  the  Wall  and  Vallum  are  deeply  cut 
through  some  diluvial  mounts.  Headswood  is  passed  and  the  Newtown 
of  Irthington  reached.  The  late  Mr.  Robert  Bell,  of  Irthington, 
extracted  from  a pig-stye  in  Newtown,  the 
memorial  of  imperial  Rome  shown  in  the  wood- 
cut. Leaving  Newtown,  we  walk  on  the  outside 
of  the  north  fosse.  A little  out  of  the  village 
the  site  of  a mile-castle  may  be  detected.  At 
Whiteflat  it  is  necessary  to  avoid  the  road  which  turns  to  the  left, 
unless  our  object  is  to  roach  Irthington.  Proceeding  westward,  the 
Vallum  is  distinctly  seen  in  near  vicinage  to  the  Wall.  At  a point 
having  Cumronton  on  the  north  and  Hurtleton  on  the  south,  the  Wall 
liends  at  an  angle  to  the  north.  A field  between  Hurtleton  and  the 
Wall  is  called  Chapel  Field ; some  building  of  more  than  usual 
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importance  has  probably  at  one  time  stood  in  it.  We  now  make  for 
Old  Wall.  The  site  of  a mile-castle  feebly  manifests  itself.  The  north 
fosse  is  boldly  developed,  and  some  line  oak  trees  grow  epon  its  margins. 

Until  a comparatively  recent  j>eriod  the  remains  of  the  Wall  at 
Old  Wall  must  have  been  considerable,  for  the  writer  was  informed  by 
the  late  Mr.  Richard  Law,  of  this  place,  that  he  remembered  great 
quantities  of  stone  being  carted  away  from  it  for  building  purjmscs. 
In  the  houses  here.  Roman  stones  will  readily  be  noticed.  A ccuturial 
stone,  having  reference 


to  the  second  legion,  is 
built  in  the  inside  face 
of  the  wall  of  a gig- 
house  at  the  east  end  of 


’sLEGllA'cl 
: ’ > IVXME  4 
I KTYLUAj 


LK(lrIOX  1 !*]  II.  AVo[v*tT JJJ 

->  ,VUW  T.E; 

htvlliaIxi]  . 

I if  the  second  lrgion  the  August 
tlie  century  of  Ter- 
tulliunu*. 

LU,  ISI/Kbo  t)  a 

the  village.  To  this  locality  also  belongs  the  imperfect  altar  which  is 
shown  in  the  margin.  It  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  George  Gill 
Mounsey,  of  Roekliffe.  The  altar  is  interesting  in 
many  respects.  We  formerly  noticed  an  altar  (p.  193) 
in  which  Cocidius.  the  favourite  deity  of  these  parts, 
was  invoked  in  connection  with  Silvanus.  Here  we 


MARTI 
CUC1DIO 
M A H T I V S . , 
('OH.  I.  DAC. 


To  Mur> 

< Witlius 

Martin*.  a centurion  (.') 
of  the  Hn-t  cohort  of  Daciuns, 


find  him  associated  with  Mars.  The  altar  also  fur- 
nishes us  with  evidence  of  the  presence,  at  Old  Wall, 
of  a detachment  of  the  cohort  of  Dacians,  whose  head 
quarters  were  at  Amroulaxxa.  We  might  suppose  that  , «. , 

the  altar  included  a dedication  oesio  valli — to  the  genius  of  the 
Wall;  in  such  a case,  however,  the  name  of  the  person  erecting  the 
altar  would  not  have  been  placed  between  the  two  objects  of  his 
worship,  but  at  the  close.  The  last  lines  on  the  original  are  too  obscure 
to  admit  of  satisfactory  explanation.  As  we  find,  in  this  locality,  traces 
of  Dacians,  Tungrians.  and  Gauls,  who  for  a lengthened  period  were 
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quartered  in  the  stations  to  the  cast  of  it.  we  are  warranted  in  supposing 
that  there  had  been,  at  some  period,  a concentration  of  forces  here  to 
repel  a threatened  invasion.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  country,  the 
mural  harrier  on  the  western  side  of  the  Cambeck  Water  would  he  more 
difficult  of  defence,  than  on  the  more  exposed  and  lofty  regions  which 
we  traversed  before  coming  to  it. 


WATCiicnoss. 

> About  a mile  south  of  Old  Wall  is  Watehcross,  the  site  of  a 
Roman  camp.  Whether  it  was  a stationary  camp  or  a place  of  only 
temporary  occupation  has  been  matter  of  dispute.  Horsley  conceived 
it  to  be  one  of  the  mural  stations  which  had  done  battle  with  tin* 
Caledonians  for  centuries,  and  to  be  the  Aballaua  of  the  Xotitia. 
The  Rev.  John  Hodgson  thought  that  it  was  but  a temporary  encamp- 
ment; and  in  proof  of  this  position  argued  the  absence  of  any  stone 
buildings  on  the  site,  and  the  poverty  of  the  soil,  which  he  took  to 
be  conclusive  evidence  that  it  had  not  been  long  in  Roman  occupation. 
In  answer  to  the  latter  statement.  Mr.  McLauchlan  observes  that  “those 
who  have  examined  the  nature  of  the  soil  uffirm  that  it  is  so  very 
unretentive  that  any  accumulation  of  manure  on  it  would  be  carried 
through  in  the  course  of  a few  centuries.”  The  camp  contains  an  area 
of  an  acre  and  a half.  The  site  of  it  is  now  under  cultivation,  and 
the  outlines  of  it  can  scarcely  be  detected.  It  has  yielded  no  inscribed 
stones. 

On  mature  reflection,  the  present  writer  is  disposed  to  think  that 
a mural  garrison  must  have  been  stationed  here.  Stanwix,  where, 
according  to  Hodgson,  the  station  next  in  succession  to  that  of  Walton 
House  is  to  be  found,  is  upwards  of  eight  miles  distant  from  it.  Roth 
Stanwix  and  Walton  House  stations  arc  smaller  than  any  of  the 
stations  to  the  east  of  them,  and  little  more  than  half  the  size  of  some. 
The  country  is  comparatively  flat,  and  in  ancient  times  must  have 
contained  large  tracts  of  marsh  land.  Under  these  circumstances  we 
would  expect  to  find  some  stations  between  the  points  referred  to,  and 
at  no  great  distance  from  each  other.  The  camp  near  Brampton  has 
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I icon  one  of  those ; Watelicross  may  have  been  another.  The  present 
writer  would  look  for  a third  hut  knows  not  where  to  find  it. 

We  rejoin  the  Wall.  For  some  distance  westward  of  Old  Wall 
the  works  may  he  traced  with  satisfaction,  an  ancient  drove-road 
running  upon  the  site  of  the  Wall.  Eventually,  however,  tall  hedges 
and  cultivated  fields  interfere  materially  with  the  traveller's  progress. 
At  a spot  called  High  Stead,  about  half  way  between  Old  Wall  and 
Bleatarn,  there  ought  to  be  a mile-castle,  and 
tradition  says  there  once  was  one.  In  this 
vicinity  the  altar  here  shown  was  ploughed 
up — the  two  fragments  at  different  times — in 

Di:o  To  the  gwl 

cociDio  (Wiclius 

miutks  the  soldiers  of  the 

leo.  vi.  vie.  p.  F.  sixth  legion,  victorious,  pious,  fuithiul. 

the  winter  of  lS.jl-2.  It  was  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Robert  Bell,  of  Irthington. 

Bleatarn  is  a place  of  considerable 
interest.  The  Wall  runs  a little  to  the  north 
of  the  farm-house ; the  Vallum  is  imme- 
diately south  of  it.  Between  the  Wall  and  the  Vallum,  and  westward 
of  the  farm-house,  is  a large  tumulus,  which  has  been  diminished  in 
height  by  several  feet  within  the  last  few  years.  The  site  of  the  Wall 
here  rises  above  the  general  surface. 

Nearly  due  south  from  Bleatarn,  in  the  vicinity  of  Wetheral,  and 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  Eden,  is  a rock  inscription  to  which 
little  attention  has  been  paid.  The  inscription  occurs  on  the  face  of  a 
lofty  cliff,  which  can  only  be  approached  when  the  water  is  low.  It  is 
easily  found,  from  the  circumstance  that  a few  yards  lower  down  the 
water,  but  at  a higher  elevation,  three  cavern-like  apartments,  popularly 
called  " The  Cells."  have  been  formed  in  the  cliff  The  full  meaning  of 
the  inscription  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  it  gives  us  an  additional 

O O 
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indication  of  the  presence  of  the  twentieth  legion  in  the  mural  <listrict. 
The  figure  of  a stag  will  he  noticed  at  one  extremity. 


Leaving  Bleatarn  the  Wall  goes  by  Wallhead,  Walby,  and  Wall- 
foot.  It  is  chiefly  to  be  traced  by  its  fosse.  Drawdikes  Castle  is  a con- 
spicuous farm-building  on  the  turnpike  road  leading  to  Carlisle.  The 
lines  of  the  Vallum  may  be  seen  in  front  of  it,  though  they  have 
recently  been  lowered  to  render  the  ground  more  sightly.  Built  into 
the  back  of  the  house  is  the  curious  monumental  stone  represented  in 
the  engraving  on  the  opposite  page.  It  is  uncertain  whether  it  has 
been  derived  from  Carlisle  or  Stanwix. 

From  Tarraby  to  Stanwix  the  Wall  may  be  traced  with  satisfaction; 
a footpath  runs  along  its  foundation.  As  we  approach  Stanwix  the 
advantageous  nature  of  its  position  for  a lloman  station  is  well  seen.  A 
fine  elevated  platform  is  before  us.  having  the  church  on  its  eastern 
margin.  The  ground  falls  from  it  on  every  side,  except  the  west ; and 
here  the  river  and  its  deep  and  broad  valley  are  at  hand. 

THE  STATION  AT  STANWIX. 

The  distance  of  Stanwix  from  Watehcross  station  is  five  miles, 
and  from  the  Walton  House  station  eight  miles.  The  outlines  of  the 
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fort  cannot  now  be  discerned  ; the  Wall  formed  its  northern  boundary. 
The  church  and  churchyard  stand  within  it.  Mr.  Hodgson  was  told  by 
the  vicar,  that  “ in  the  churchyard  graves  are  often  dug  through  strong 


IMS  MAN1HV- 
S MARCI  THOIANI 

AVGV3TINI  n[VKc]?  TVnfvLVll]  PA- 
CIENUVM  CVRAVI- 

t ael[ia]  ammil[la]  LVSIMA 
CONI  VX  KARI8SIMA.1 

masonry,  and  much  Roman  earthei 


To  die  divine  Mane*  of 
Marcus  Trojan  us 
Augustinus.  This  tom'* 
was  prepared  by 
-Elia  Amilla  Lusimn 
his*  most  loving  wife. 

rare  found  in  it."  Mr.  McLuuchlan. 


1 It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  precisely  the  name  of  the  deceased,  there  lieintr  three  I’s,  instead 
of  one  or  two  at  the  end  of  avovstikhi.  Tlie  easiest  way  of  solving  the  difficulty  is  hv  sup- 
posing that  the  two  last  have  l»een  intended  for  H,  representing  ttvxc.  There  is  also  some  doubt 
as  to  the  correct  mode  of  dividing  the  letters  which  compose  the  lady's  name. 
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after  patiently  gathering  up  all  the  information  that  could  be  obtained, 
says : — ■“  We  suppose  the  east  wall  of  the  station  to  have  been  about 
sixty  feet  to  the  east  of  the  church,  and  the  width  of  the  station  about 
one  hundred  and  ten  yards,  and  the  distance  from  the  great  Wall 
about  the  same,  which  would  give  a square  of  about  two  acres  and  a 
half.”  The  suburban  buildings  of  the  station  stood  upon  the  sunny 
slopes  to  the  south  and  south-east  of  it. 

Unhappily  no  inscriptions  have  been  found  to  tell  us  the  name  of 
the  fort,  or  what  troops  garrisoned  it.  Horsley  regarded  it  as  the  Cox- 
(Savata  of  the  Notitia;  Hodgson  as  the  Auai.laba  ; and  Mr.  MeLauchlan 
as  the  Axki.oduxtm.  The  subject  is  not  yet  ripe  for  a decision. 


Several  sculptured  stones  have  been  derived  from  this  station  ; 
the  woodcuts  represent  some  of  them.  The  stone,  exhibiting  a fully 


Digitized  by  Google 


IX'tillVAI.UCM. 


2b;s 

armed  horseman  trampling  on  a prostrate  foe,  is  probably  part  of  <i 
monumental  stone.  It  affords  a slight  corroboration  of  Pennant's  notion 
that  Stanwix  was  a station  for  cavalry.  The  drawing  of  this  sculpture, 
though  not  in  all  points  correct,  is  very  spirited.  It  was  found  in  the 
wall  of  the  old  church ; its  surface  is  much  injured  by  exposure  to  the 
weather ; it  is  now  at  Xcthcrhall.  The  other  subjects  here  shown  are 
all  of  recent  discovery.  The  small  figure  of  Victor)’  was  found  in  pulling 
down  the  old  church.  The  fragments  of  a leg  and  arm  exhibit  consider- 
able artistic  skill.  The  other  stone,  representing  the  foot  of  what  appears 
to  have  been  an  imposing  figure  of  Victory,  proudly  treading  upon  the 
round  earth,  supplies  us,  in  its  present  mutilated  state,  as  compared  with 
its  former  condition,  with  a striking  emblem  of  the  vanity  of  human 
ambition.  The  earth  remains — the  conquerors,  where  are  they? 

By  means  of  its  fosse  the  Wall  may  be  traced  from  the  station  of 
Stanwix  to  the  edge  of  the  cliff  overhanging  the  river  Eden.  It  joined 
the  stream  near  to  Hyssop-Holm  Well.  No  remains  of  the  bridge  by 
which  it  was  brought  across  the  Eden  have  come  down  to  our  time,  but 
Camden  and  other  writers  describe  some  traces  of  it.  The  Wall  did 
not,  as  might  have  been  expected,  make  for  the  hill  on  which  the  castle 
of  Carlisle  stands ; but.  bending  more  to  the  west,  ran  to  a spot  near 
the  engine  house  at  Newtown,  formerly  used  to  supply  the  canal  with 
water.  In  cutting,  in  1854,  the  main  outlet  for  the  sewers  of  the  city, 
the  Wall  was  met  with,  three  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
pursuing  the  course  now  indicated.  The  Vallum,  however,  is  supposed 
to  have  embraced  the  castle  in  its  range. 


CARLISLE. 

Carlisle,  commanding  as  it  does  the  passage  of  the  river  Eden, 
must  always  have  been  a place  of  importance.  Agrieola  probably 
planted  one  of  his  forts  here.  When  the  country  became  firmly  settled 
under  the  Roman  rule,  a commercial  fraternity  would  naturally  collect  in 
it.  The  character  and  the  extent  of  the  remains  which,  at  the  present 
day.  arc  exposed  whenever  the  surface  is  disturbed,  show  that  a large 
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and  thriving  Komnn  imputation  were  located  in  the  city.  It  is  not 

named  in  the  list  of  stations  in 
the  Notitia,  possibly  because  it 
partook  more  of  the  nature  of  a 
commercial  than  a military  post ; 
but  antiquaries  are  agreed  that 
it  is  the  Luguvallium  of  the 
Antonine  Itinerary.1  A few  of 
the  lapidary  remains  that  have 
been  discovered  in  the  city  will 
here  be  noticed  ; others  will  be 
referred  to  in  a following  chapter. 
The  figure  of  Hercules,  which 
forms  the  subject  of  the  adjoin- 
ing woodcut,  is  less  mutilated 
than  statues  usually  arc,  and 
exhibits  considerable  artistic 
skill.  It  was  found  a few  years 
ago  in  a garden  opposite  the 
Bush  Inn,  where  the  news-room 
and  houses  in  Devonshire  Street 
f«,  now  stand  ; it  is  in  the  possession 

of  Mr.  George  Gill  Mounscy,  of  Rockliffe. 

It  would  seem  that  the  worship  of  Hercules  was  popular  in 
Luhuvallium.  The  slab  next  engraved  was  found  in  1860,  when  the 
foundations  of  the  Journal  newspaper  office  were  being  dug.  The 
letters  are  very  neatly  cut,  and  the  ornamental  moulding  skilfully 
carved.  The  inscription  is  a peculiar  one,  and  the  reading  of  it  is 
difficult.  One  source  of  difficulty  is  our  ignorance  as  to  whether  we 
have  got  the  whole  of  the  inscription  (with  the  exception  of  a few 


1 A sort  of  Road  Hook  of  the  Roman  Empire.  “ It  is  supposed  to  have  l»een  corapowd 
about.  the  year  320."  The  Itineraries  relating-  to  Ilritain  are  given  in  Mr.  Wright's  4‘  The  Celt, 
the  Roman,  and  the  Saxon." 
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letters  at  the  en«l  of  the  lines),  or  only  the  half  of  it.  An  inspection 
of  the  stone  inclines  the  writer  to  think  that  each  half  of  the  slab  has 
contained  an  independent  inscription.  Probably  the  missing  table  con- 
tained the  names  of  the  consuls  of  the  year  in  which  the  temple  was 
reared,  and  the  day  ami  month  of  its  dedication.  The  Emperor  Coin- 
modus  boasted  of  bis  skill  as  an  athlete,  and  not  only  assumed  the 

UK!  nr.nc[vLis  nr-] 

VICTI  Consol*-] 

T 1 BVS  PRO  8 [ A LVTE' 

coxmilituh[vm] 

BARDAHORV[uj 

tin  virtv'tem] 

P . 8 K X T A X T 1 V [ 8 C 1 V I - 

TATE  TRAIA[NOPOM«] 

To  the  companion!?  of  the  invincible  pod  Hercules 
for  the  safety 

of  his  foreign  fellow-soldiers 
on  account  of  their  bravery 
Publius  Sevtantius  of  the  city  of 
Tmjanopolis  [erects  this.  1 

name  of  Hereules.  amongst  his  other  titles,  but  allowed  himself  to  be 
worshipped  as  a got!.1  Is  lie  the  deity  referred  to?  If  so,  the  “com- 
panions'- may  be  the  base  minions  who  enjoyed  his  unlimited  confidence, 
and  trifled  with  the  lives  and  property  of  his  subjects.'  This  interpre- 
tation. it  must  be  confessed,  is  of  an  unusual  character.  Another 
reading  of  the  inscription  has  lieen  suggested  to  the  writer  by  his  friend. 

1 There  was  a more  dread  reality  in  the  assumption  of  deity  by  the  emperors  than  «h  an* 
apt  in  this  day  of  enlightenment  to  suppose  possible.  Dr.  Men  vale,  speaking  of  Domitian,  *ny*— 
“ These  pretension  & to  divinity,  whether  received  in  earnest,  or  bandied  in  joke,  led  naturally  to  a 
terrible  consequence.  Every  net.  which  could  be  construed  into  disrespect  to  the  prince  became, 
when  viewed  through  this  fatal  medium,  impiety  and  sacrilege.  Thus,  nn  unfortunate  citizen, 
w ho  complained,  in  the  amphitheatre,  of  the  emperor’s  partiality  to  one  of  the  combatants,  was 
seized  ami  thrown  into  the  arena  for  blasphemy.” — Hist.  Homans,  Vol.  VII,,  p.  147. 

•The  phrase  cossortibvs  hehcvlis  is  peculiar.  The  only  kindred  inscription  that  the 
nurhor  has  Wn  able  to  find  is  the  following:— iibhivli  avo.  ||  COVioRTl  ||  D.n.  ||  aVHBLIaX!  II 
i x victi  avovs.,  &C.  Ins.  Orel,  1031. 

Commodus,  to  the  disgust  of  the  senators,  associated  with  gladiators,  and  publicly  contender! 
with  them  in  the  circus.  Lnmpridiu*  tells  us  that  he  held  most  dear  a man  w ho  was  characterized 
by  a peculiar  malformation  ot  person,  that  on  this  account  he  enriched  him,  and  conferred  uj*on 
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Mr.  Chas.  Roach  Smith.  The  Emperor  Maximum  assumed  the  title  of 
" Horculeus  and  the  insignia  of  Hercules  frequently  appear  upon  the 
reverse  of  his  coins.  His  colleague,  Constantius.  was  called  also  “Ca’sar 
Hereuleus.”  In  this  ease  we  get  a plurality  of  emperors,  to  whom,  as 
the  companions  of  the  god,  the  slab  is  addressed.  Mr.  Roach  Smith 
prefers  the  word  comitibvs  to  coxsoutibvs,  ns  being  more  usual. 

The  character  of  the  lettering  on  the  stone  inclines  the  writer  to 
lielieve  that  it  belongs  to  the  period  of  Commodus.  a.i>.  180-193,  rather 
than  of  Maximian  and  Constantius,  a.d.  292-305.  For  a portion  of  the 
latter  period  Britain  was  in  a state  of  revolt  against  the  emperors  of 
Rome,  under  Carausius  and  Allectus. 

Another  recent  acquisition,  if  deficient  in 
artistic  design,  vet  possesses  considerable  in- 


terest. A worshipper,  probably  some  influential  officer,  representing 
the  whole  community,  is  offering  sacrifice  to  the  three  mothers,  or,  it 


him  tin*  priesthood  of  the  rustic  Hercules,  lie  also  tells  us  that  Comnunius  allowed  statues,  in  the 
form  of  Hercules,  to  lie  erected  in  his  honuur,  and  sacrifice  to  lie  offered  tu  him  as  to  a (rod. 

On  the  reverse  of  several  of  the  coins  of  this  reign  futumodus  appears  as  Hercules — the 
legend  being  nEitcvti  homano  or  iiehcvu  cohmodiano. 

” On  the  death  of  Commodus,  the  senate  loaded  his  memory  w ith  curses,  ordered  his  statues 
to  he  thrown  down,  nnd  his  name  to  he  erased  from  all  public  inscriptions.  The  sharpness  of  the 
letter#  on  this  slab  makes  it  evident  that  it  lead  been  hut  for  a short  time  exposed  to  atmospheric 
influence.  Are  we  indebted  to  the  decree  of  the  senate  for  this  t 

For  the  form  here  given  to  the  last  tw  o lines  the  author  is  indebted  to  a suggestion  made  by 
l)r.  Mel  on],  I)rit.-Rom.  Ins.,  p.  HI. 
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nmy  Ik\  tlio  weird  sisters  themselves.  As  illustrative  of  the  action  of 
the  worshipper,  an  altar,  found  in  Scotch  Street,  in  17S7,  is  introduced. 
An  official  of  rank,  clad  in  the  palndnmentum,  throws 
incense  upon  an  altar,  from  which  smoke  or  flame 
ascends.  Other  sculptures  of  a kindred  nature  wore 
found  at  Carlisle,  near  the  close  of  last  century.  One 
of  these,  shown  in  the  woodcut,  was  discovered  in 
digging  a foundation  for  a pigstye  in  the  castle  yard. 

No  traces  of  the  Wall  are  met  with  until  we  get  beyond  the 
western  suburbs  of  Carlisle.  On  the  southern  hank  of  the  Eden,  near 
to  where  the  canal  basin  stood,  it  shows  itself,  though  feebly.  From 
this  point  to  Kirkandrcws  it.  proceeds  along  the  top  of  the  cliff.  The 
Vallum,  instead  of  following  closely  the  variations  of  the  high  ground, 
runs  in  a straight  line  past  Millbeck  to  Kirkandrcws.  The  churchyard 
at  Kirkandrcws  is  a mass  of  stones ; it  has  probably  been  the  site  of 
a mile-castle.  In  a garden,  in  the  village,  the  altar  is  preserved  which 
is  figured  in  the  woodcut.  It  was  found  in  a field  called  Kirkstcads. 
which  is  about  a mile  south  of  the  Wall. 


L[vcj¥»]  IVXIVS  yio- 
TORltfVft  F.T  ( ?) 
cjAIVtij  A ELIAN  VS  LE<fATl] 

AVo'VSTALKsj  LEO[l*»NIs]  VI.  VIC[THIC!S] 
pfl*]  pJlDELls]  OB  REA  TRAMS 
VALLVM  PMO- 
SPKHE  OESTAS. 

Lucius  Junius  Vic- 
torinas and 

Cuius  -T'linmis  Aujrustul  lejrates 
of  the  sixth  victorious 

pious  and  faithful  on  account  of  achievements  beyond 
the  Wall1 * *  |iro- 
vperonsly  effected. 

The  altar  has  beeu  cut  down  by  modern  Stic,  } feet  by  » R*t. 

luinds,  with  the  intention,  apparently,  of  forming  the  base  of  a circular 

1 ‘4  Vulluin  hern,  1 think,  (ihiiulv  means  the  whole  fortified  line,  consisting  of  the  earthen 

dyke  and  the  stone  Wall — and  ‘ trans  Vallum'  in  the  country  north  of  the  Wall.” — floiigson. 

i*  i* 
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column.  There  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  correct  wav  of  reading  the 
former  part  of  this  incomplete  inscription,  but  there  is  none  as  to  the 
latter,  in  which  its  chief  interest  centres.  Mauv  a fierce  and  valorous 
onslaught  must  the  Romans  have  made  upon  the  natives  north  of  the 
barrier,  and  their  reception  by  the  early  tenants  of  the  soil  was,  no 
doubt,  usually  such  as  to  make  their  safe  return  a matter  of  devout 
thankfulness.  The  inscription  probably  belongs  to  the  reign  of  Hadrian, 
or  that  of  Antoninus  Pius,  his  immediate  successor.1 

Leaving  the  village  of  Kirkandrews,  the  Wall  strikes  north-west  in 
the  direction  of  Beaumont;  the  Vallum  goes  in  nearly  a straight  line 
to  Monk  Hill  and  Hurgh-upon-Sands.  The  quantity  of  stones  in  the 
churchyard  at  Beaumont  indicates  the  existence,  at  one  time,  of  an  un- 
usual amount  of  building.  Mr.  McLauchlan  observes : — “ The  view  from 

the  churchyard  is  commanding, 
not  only  over  the  estuary  of  the 
Solway,  but  over  the  country  in 
every  direction,  and,  therefore, 
advantageous  as  a position  for  a 
work  of  observation  and  defence." 


LEU.  XX. 

VAL.(f)  VIC. 

[c]on.  V. 

Of  the  twentieth  legion 
the  Valerian  and  victorious 
the  fifth  cohort. 

Built  into  a garden  wall,  in  the 
village,  is  the  stone  here  ex- 
hibited ; it  was  found  in  the  Eden 
more  than  thirty  years  ago.  We  have  thus  another  proof  of  the  presence 
of  a detachment  of  the  twentieth  legion  on  the  line  of  the  Wall  itself. 


‘“If  nny  inscription  can,  from  tin*  shape  of  the  letters  and  tlie  simple  character  of  it,  Im» 
claimed  ns  one  of  an  early  date,  it  is  this  one.  It,  to  mv  mind,  hus  every  np]>earance  of  Inking 

en*cti*d  in  the  reign  of  Hadrian Then*  is  only  one  ligature  of  letters,  adopted  as  a 

contraction  to  get  the  word  into  the  line.  There  is  not  u vrrli,  too.  in  it.” — Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson** 
MS.S.  The  Bishop  of  Cloyne  ascribes  it  to  the  n*ign  of  Antoninus  Pius.— Ly sons’  Cumb.,  No.  05. 
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Tlie  Wall  now  forsakes  the  river's  bank,  and  proceeds  nearly  due 
west  in  the  direction  of  Burgh-upon-Sands.  About  half  a mile  below 
Beaumont  an  altar  was  found  some  years  ago.'  which  mentions  the  con. 
neuvana  germanorvm  mil.  Eg.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  now  in  existence. 


There  is  little  at  Burgh  to  arrest  the  eye  of  the  antiquary.  The 
outlines  of  the  station  are  scarcely  discernible.  The  Wall,  which  ran 
on  the  north  of  the  present  turnpike  road,  doubtless  formed  its  northern 
rampart,  and  the  Vallum  probably  joined  its  south  front.  “The  road, 
running  north  and  south,  nearly  conforms  to  the  west  side  of  the 
station ; and  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  south-east  angle  of  the  church- 
yard is  very  nearly  conformable  to  the  south-east  angle  of  the  station.”1 
The  station  is  five  miles  and  a half  from  Stanwix,  along  the  line  of 

.1  tir  *1  I *i  a •_ 


quently  observed.  In  18o5  some  mutilated  sculptures  were  found  in  a 
gravel  pit,  to  the  south  of  the  station  ; they  are  shown  in  the  woodcut, 

1 See  Arch.  .'El.,  Vol.  I.,  ]i.  4 JO,  when1  it  is  figured. 

* And  no  wonder.  \\  hen  the  Rev.  John  Hodgson  saw  it  it  wns  in  a garden,  in  the  village; 
it  was  whitewashed,  “ and  ustui  tor  the  double  jmrjitise  of  a seat  amt  braving  santl  upon.” 

* Mr.  McLuuchlan's  Memoir,  }t.  SC. 


m;kgh-upox-sa.ni>s. 


sirengtii  as  a military  posi- 
tion. The  church,  which 
partakes  very  much  of  the 
character  of  a border  for- 
tress is  composed  chiefly  of 
Roman  stones ; and  in  the 
churchyard  fragments  of 


Roman  pottery  are  fre- 
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which  has  been  prepared  from  a sketch  by  the  Rev.  ,1.  B.  Norman. 
The  larger  fragment  is  evidently  a portion  of  a monumental  inscription, 
and  it  has  probably  recorded  the  name  of  some  soldier  who  was  a native 
of  the  far-distant  Dacia. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Edward  I.  died  on  Burgh  Marsh,  which 
is  to  the  north  of  the  town,  when  about  to  invade  Scotland.  The  monu- 
ment which  marks  the  spot  is  figured  in  the  woodcut  at  the  end  of  this 
chapter. 


From  Burgh  the  Wall  passes  by  the  West  End  farm-house  to 
Watch  Hill;  an  accumulation  of  stones,  at  this  point,  renders  it  pro- 
liable  that  a mile-castle  stood  on  it.  The  Wall  then  makes  straight 
for  the  edge  of  the  marsh  at  Dykesfield.  The  Vallum  is  traceable  at 
intervals  throughout  this  distance;  it  is  seen  for  the  last  time  about  fifty 
yards  north  of  the  public  road,  south  of  Watch  Hill. 

In  this  district  stone  is  exceedingly  scarce.  The  Romans  seem  to 
have  gone  to  Howrigg  quarry,  which  is  not  less  than  eight  miles  south 
of  the  line,  for  their  facing  stones;  those  used  for  the  interior  of  the 
Wall  correspond  in  character  with  the  stone  of  Stonepot  Scar,  a quarry 
on  the  north  shore  of  the  Solway  Firth.  Such  being  the  deficiency 
of  building  material,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  modern  inhabitants 

of  the  district  should  have 

MATHl’nVsj 
domTesticis] 

VEX[lLLATIo] 

LFOflOMft]  VI. 


used  the  Wall  as  a quarry. 
However,  even  when  the 
Wall  has  been  entirely  up- 
rooted, its  track  is  marked 
by  a quantity  of  small 
stones,  which  remain  in 
the  ground. 

Dykesfield  is  probably  indebted  to  the  works  of  the  barrier  for  its 
name.  An  altar  to  the  mother  goddesses,  still  preserved  on  the  spot, 
was  found  here. 

At  Longlmrgh,  which  is  to  the  south  of  Dykesfield,  an  altar  to 
Bclatucader  was  found,  some  years  ago.  which  is  kept  in  the  farm-house. 


To  the  domestic 
mothers 
n rexilhitioii  of 
tint  sixth  legion  dedicate  this. 


a iwho  by  6 intbrt. 
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To  tli**  pul  Ilclatu- 
c*a*li*r 

. , . placed  this 

altar  fur  himself 
nnd  fumilv. 


Tin*  name  of  the  dedicator  has  not  been  deciphered.  The  woodcut  in 
the  margin  represents  the  altar. 

Some  doubt  lias  been 

uro  nn.ATv-  jyv — ■ 

entertained  as  to  theeotirse  f ADltO 

of  the  Wall  westward  of  am  rno  IIT Vt 

1 hkesfield.  It  has  been  vl*  fj^rrosvtPjj 

maintained  that  it  went  To  tiie  l-«i  lirlatu-  C’l 

straight  across  the  Marsh  , , . CUj,inc«l  thi>  t ."T~ J3 

to  Drumburgh.  It  is  more  :.i-orf.,r ^ ~ llU 

than  probable,  however,  ' 6 

that  it  skirted  the  southern  margin  of  the  inlet,  going  round  by  Boustcad 
Hill  and  Easton.  Both  Horsley  and  Brand  tell  us  that  the  country 
people  informed  them  it  took  this  course,  and  that  in  ploughing  they 
frequently  struck  upon  it.  All  traces  of  it  have  now  disappeared. 


]>L'0  BEKfC; 
C^OROaKTKJ 
^aeosvnAR 
ffopROSEETSJ 

> 0,5  J 


6 J»dtw  by  4 Mtti.i. 


DiuMnriifiii. 

The  outlines  of  the  station  at  Drumburgh  arc  quite  distinct.  It 
is  the  smallest  station  on  the  line,  containing  an  area  of  only  three 
quarters  of  an  acre.  Its  surface  is  covered  with  a luxuriant  sward,  and 
its  northern  rampart  is  shaded  by  some  thriving  ash-trees.  Drumburgh 
station  is  four  miles  and  a quarter  from  Burgh.  South  of  the  station 
is  a well,  said  to  be  Roman ; it  is  now  covered,  the  water  living  drawn 
from  it  by  a pump.  The  Castle  of  Drumburgh  is  a fine  specimen  of 
the  fortified  manor-house 
of  the  olden  time.  Leland, 
writing  in  1531),  says: — 

"At  Drumburygh.thc  Lord  i<i:uatvr 

I )aere'sfather  budded  upon  vis  no 
old  mines  a prety  pyle  for  nonvo 
defence  of  the  country. 

The  stones  of  the  Piet 
Wall  were  pulled  down  to  build  it.” 

In  July,  1851),  the  inscription  figured  in  the  margin  was  found 
at  Drumburgh.  It  is  provokingly  silent  upon  the  point  on  which 


la/,  t 1 uu-fcr*  bv  i liot  ■ inch. 
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antiquaries  are  so  desirous  of  information — the  Roman  name  of  the  gar- 
rison. Pedatvra  is  a measurement  of  space;  vindomora  is  a station  in 
the  first  Iter  of  Antoninc,  and  is  generally  identified  with  Ebehester,  hut 
but  what  is  vindomouvci  ? As  yet  the  inscription  has  not  been  inter- 
preted ; in  till  probability  it  is  incomplete. 

The  Wall,  after  leaving  Dramburgh,  bends  to  the  north  of  Glasson. 
keeping  to  the  south  of  the  road ; having  reached  the  shore,  it  runs 
along  it  by  Westfield  and  Kirkland  to  Port  Carlisle.  Occasionully 
traees  of  it  are  discernible.  In  this  part  of  its  course  the  Wall  has 
been  built  upon  a stratum  of  earth  which  covers  a prostrate  forest. 
Camden  noticed  the  changes  which  the  coast  had  undergone.  To  adopt 
the  quaint  language  of  his  earliest  translator,  he  says : — 

“ That  the  form  of  those  shores  hath  bin  changed,  it  doth  evidently  appear**  by  the 
tree  roots  covered  over  with  sand  a good  way  ofT  from  the  shore*  which  oftentimes  at  a 
low  ebbe  arc  discovered  with  the  windcs.  1 know  not  whether  I may  relate  here,  which 
the  inhabitants  reported  concerning  trees  without  boughs  under  the  ground,  oftentimes 
found  out  here  in  the  mosses,  by  the  direction  of  dew  in  summer;  for  they  have  observed 
that  the  dew  never  standeth  on  that  ground  under  which  they  lye." 

When  the  canal,  now  turned  into  a railway,  leading  to  Port  Carlisle, 
was  made,  these  ancient  trees  were  cut  down  upon.  The  engineer 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  circumstance  : — 

“ A subterraneous  forest  was  cut  through  in  the  excavation  of  the  canal,  near  the 
banks  of  the  Solway  Firth,  about  half  a mile  north-west  of  the  village  of  Glasson,  and 
extending  into  Kirklands.  The  trees  were  all  prostrate,  and  they  had  fallen,  with  little 
deviation,  in  a northerly  direction,  or  a little  eastward  of  it.  Some  short  trunks,  of  two 
or  three  feet  in  height,  were  in  the  position  of  their  natural  growth;  but  although  the 
trees,  with  the  exception  of  their  alburnum  and  all  the  branches,  were  |»erfeetly  sound, 
yet  the  extremity  of  the  trunks,  whether  fallen  or  standing,  were  so  rugged,  that  it  was 
not  discoverable  whether  the  trees  had  been  cut  down,  or  Imd  fallen  by  violent  storm. 
The  level  upon  which  the  trunks  lay  was  a little  below  that  of  high  tide,  and  from  eight 
to  ten  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground  they  were  embedded  in ; which,  excepting  the 
superficial  soil,  is  a soft  blue  clay,  having  the  appearance  of  marine  alluvion.  .... 
Although  the  precise  period  when  this  forest  fell  is  not  ascertainable,  there  is  a positive 
proof  that  it  must  have  been  long  prior  to  the  building  of  the  Wall,  because  the  founda- 
tions of  the  Wall  passed  obliquely  over  it,  and  lay  three  or  four  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  trees.** — A rein  .1C1.  II.,  117. 

The  forest  extends  over  a considerable  tract  of  ground.  It  is 
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probable  that  it  was  overthrown  by  a tempest  of  extraordinary  violence 
from  the  south  or  south-west.  The  wood  was  so  sound  that  it  was 
used  in  common  with  other  oak  timber  in  forming  the  jetties  at  the 
outlet  of  the  canal  into  the  Solway  Firth.  The  president's  chair  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  is  formed  of  it. 

At  Port  Carlisle  is  a mound  resembling  an  ancient  barrow,  called 
Fisher’s  Cross;  it  has  recently  yielded  a Roman  coin  or  two.  Al>out 
half-a-mile  to  the  westward  of  it  is  another,  which  has  boon  somewhat 
encroached  upon  by  the  road  that  runs  .along  the  margin  of  the  Solway, 
and  is  denominated  Knock’s  Cross.  The  proverb  is  common  through- 
out Cumberland,  “ As  old  as  Knock's  Cross.” 

In  the  front  of  the  Steam  Packet  Hotel,  Port  Carlisle,  is  built  up 
the  fragment  of  a small  Roman  altar,  bearing  an  inscription  to  the 
mother  goddesses.  The  letters,  svis,  are 
probably  part  of  a word  describing  the 
precise  nationality  of  the  mysterious  ladies.1 

The  site  of  the  Wall  may  be  traced 
from  Port  Carlisle  nearly  all  the  way  to 
Rowness.  Besides  its  foundation,  the  north 
fosse  occasionally  appears.  When  the  writer  first  visited  this  part  of 
the  country  the  Wall  answered  Hodgson’s  description  of  it — “ It  is  six 
feet  high ; its  rugged  and  weathered  core,  still  hard  as  a rock,  is  thickly 
bearded  with  sloe,  thorn,  and  hazel,  and  mantled  below  with  ivy  and 
honeysuckle."  No  advantage  has  resulted  from  its  destruction ; it 
occupied  little  space,  and  it  served  the  purpose  of  a fence. 


BOW  NESS. 

The  station  of  Bowness  is  well  situated.  It  stands  upon  a bow- 
shaped promontory,  round  which  the  waters  of  the  Solway  bend,  and 
are  then  lost  in  the  Irish  Channel.  Its  platform  is  slightly  elevated 
above  the  general  level  of  the  surrounding  country.  The  station  is  not 
made  out  without  difficulty.  Its  northern  wall  has  stood  upon  the 


‘Thi*n*  was  a town,  Suissa,  in  Armenia,  where  the  Ala  l.  Ulpin  Dueorum  was  Ktationnl. 
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ridge  overlooking  the  estuary.  An  aneient  mound,  still  known  to  a 
few  as  the  Rampire,  or  Rampart-head,  is  just  outside  its  eastern  rampart. 
Its  western  rampart  is  easily  detected ; and  its  south-west  angle  may. 
though  with  difficulty,  he  noticed.  Although  the  form  of  the  ground 
might  lead  to  a different  conclusion,  the  church  is  to  the  south  of  the 
station,  and  is  not  included  in  its  area.  The  greatest  length  of  the 
station  is  from  east  to  west.  The  size  of'  the  camp  indicates  the 
importance  of  the  position;  it  contains  an  area  of  five  acres  and  a half. 
Its  distance  from  Drumburgh  is  nearly  three  miles  and  three  quarters. 
What  its  ancient  name  was,  and  what  troops  garrisoned  it.  we  do  not 
know. 

The  inscriptions  found  here  are  comparatively  unimportant.  Over 
a stable  door,  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  is  the  small  altar  which  is 


* 


I oM 

f FRO  JALVTf 
•.  DDA'/VDALU 

teTvoiy.fl/t/Y, 

' Avcwmcivj] 
SEcva/diA// 
VSTK.IBC0 
\svrr, 

i form  ; »ntU»  by  10  intbea. 

here  engraved. 

( iallus,  which 

JTlegi 

•*4  C0H11L 


I.  O.  M. 

PllO  SALVTE 

d'OMINORVM]  N 'oSTHollVM  HAIL 
ET  VOLV8IA.M 
AVO’VSTOHVM  SVLPHIVji 

SKCVSDIAN- 
VS  TRIB.  roil. 

P08VIT. 


To  Jupiter  the  U*si  nnd  greati**! 
tor  the  safely 
of  our  Lords  (Julius 
and  Volusia  nils 
cnifteror?  $ulpiaus 

Sccundiun- 

u?  the  tribune  of  n eoimrt 
placed  this. 


Thin  altar  belongs  to  the  brief  reign  of  Treboniauus 
occupied  the  period  between  a.d.  252  and  254, 

and  is  comparatively  late; 
the  great  majority  of  the 
mural  inscriptions  an* 
much  earlier. 

Built  upside  down 


A 


LEO.  II.  AVG. 
COH.  III. 


Of  the  t*econd  legion  the  august 
the  third  cohort. 


I hurt  by  C indict. 

into  the  wall  of  a lane,  leading  to  the  church,  the  writer  observed  the 
stone  here  engraved.  The  first  legionary  memorial  that  we  met  with, 
in  our  mural  peregrinations,  was  one  of  the  second  legion  ; the  same 
legion  supplies  us  with  the  last. 

At  Wallsond  we  found  that  the  eastern  wall  of  the  station  was 
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continued  down  the  hill  to  a point  below  low  water  mark  in  the  river 
Tyne;  a similar  arrangement  prevailed  here.  .Mr.  MeLanelikui  says: — 

“ Beyond  Bowness  wc  find  no  satisfactory  mi  mint  of  the  continuance  of  the  Walt, 
though  the  old  inhabitants  point  out.  at  thnut  2,>0  yards  from  the  north-west  single  of  the 
station,  a spot  where  n quantity  of  stone  was  dug  out  of  the  beach,  many  years  since,  for 
building  purposes,  and  the  line  of  it  was  followed  for  some  distance  under  the  sand,  w it  It 
out  arriving  at  the  end  of  it.  The  direction  of  these  remains,  as  |iointcd  out  by  the  old 
people,  would  fall  in  with  a continuation  of  the  north  front  for  about  100  yards,  thence 
down  a natural  ridge,  well  suited  to  a line  of  defence,  and  on  the  south  of  the  school- 
house,  into  the  water.” — Memoir,  p.  H7. 

Eastward  of  Bowness  the  Solway  is  easily  fordahle  at  low  water  ; 
no  one  in  the  memory  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  has  ever  forded 
the  estuary  westward  of  the  town.  This,  therefore,  was  the  fitting  place 
to  terminate  the  Wall. 

Bowness  forms  at  present  a quiet  retreat  for  sea-hat  hers  in  the 
summer  season.  The  accompanying  lithograph  represents  the  view 
which  we  have  of  the  Solway,  ns  seen  from  the  north  rampart  of  the 
station.  The  Dumfriesshire  hills  are  in  the  distance.  All  is  quiet  now. 
Very  different  must  have  been  the  aspect  of  tilings  when  a large 
military  force  occupied  the  encampment,  and  Roman  and  Caledonian 
met,  ever  and  anon,  in  deadly  conflict. 
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live  traversed  tin*  mural  harrier 
extremity  to  tin*  other,  and  ex- 
all  the  camps  wliicli  lie  upon  its 
track,  we  are  still  lmt  imper- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  real 
strength  of  this  military  torti- 
tieation.  A lmmher  of  camps 
lie  to  the  north  and  south  of 
it.  against  which  the  wave  of 
hostile  aggression  would  strike 
before  reaching  the  Wall  itself. 
These  must  he  examined  betorc 
our  knowledge  of  the  Wall  is 
complete;  and  to  this  task  we  now  address  ourselves. 

According  to  the  Xotitia  the  stations  " per  lineam  Valli”  are 
rwentv-three  in  mini  her.  Horsley,  having  arrived  at  tin*  western  ex- 
tremity of  the  harrier,  and  having  told  otf  the  names  in  order,  found 
that  he  had  appropriated  only  eighteen  of  them.  In  order  to  dispose 
of  the  five  remaining  names,  lie  gave  them  to  live  stations  ly in o-  to  the 
south  of  the  Wall,  which,  with  the  view  of  accounting  for  their  distance 
from  the  great  structure  itself,  he  calls  "secondary  stations.’’  According 
to  his  opinion  tin*  last  of  the  stations  on  the  Wall,  Rowness,  is  the 
Ti  nxoci'.u  m of  the  Xotitia  ; the  names,  therefore,  remandin'  to  Ik*  ap- 
propriated are  ( Ji.axxihanta.  Auoxis.  Ri:i:.mi:tkxi,*a<i  h.  Oi.kx.m tm.  and 
Vmosini  M ; and  these  he  gives  to  Lanchester,  'Whitley  castle.  Old  Pen- 
rith. Old  Carlisle,  and  the  station  near  Maryport.  This  device,  though 
ingenious,  is  not  satisfactory.  In  the  list  in  the  Xotitia  no  distinction 
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of  the  stations  into  primary  anil  secondary  is  made ; wo  are  l>y  no  means 
certain  that  Bowncss,  the  last  of  the  stations  on  the  Wall,  is  Titxxock- 
i.I'M  : there  are  other  stations  to  the  south  of  the  Wall,  anil  in  its  near 
vicinity,  which  have  as  good  a claim  to  the  superfluous  names  of  the 
Notitia  us  those  to  which  Horsley  assigns  them  ; and  no  inscriptions 
have  been  found  to  justify  the  allocations  which  lie  makes.  On  these 
accounts  it  may  be  well  to  wait  for  farther  discoveries  before  proceeding 
to  adjust  finally  the  unappropriated  stations  “ per  lincam  Valli.”  It  may 
lie  remarked  that  Horsley,  in  reckoning  up  his  secondary  stations,  leaves 
out  of  count  the  stations  north  of  the  Wall ; this  lie  does  chiefly  upon 
the  theory  that  they  had  been  abandoned  liefore  the  Notitia  was  compiled. 

THE  ESTI’AHY  OP  THE  TYNE. 

The  entrance  into  the  river,  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Wall, 
was  carefully  guarded.  Two  camps  on  the  northern,  and  two  on  the 
southern  shore  forbade  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 

Tynkmoitu. — The  rocky  promontory,  which  is  now  graced  bv 
the  ruins  of  Tynemouth  I’riory.  is  a peculiarly  strong  position.  Three 
of  its  sides  are  guarded  by  the 
ocean,  and  the  fourth,  partaking 

TYPVM  CVM  HAS!  I 
ET  TEMPEVM 
I'F.i'IT  c’AIVSj  IV[LIV$] 

MAXIM IXVS 

LKO  ION  IS  VI.  Y[lLTMr!*] 

EX  VOTO. 

Thin  1‘fafwp  with  its  pedestal 
iimi  the  T«*mj»l«* 
uiriih*  t’aius  Julius 
Muximiuiix 

of  tliH  ->ixf li  lejnon  the  victorious 
in  of  a row, 

of  the  nature  of  an  isthmus, 
admits  of  easy  defence.  Here  mu , , u.l. h, ■ ~ n, .... 

the  Homans  had  a camp,  dejiendent  upon  the  station  at  Wallsond.  All 
remains  of  its  ramjwirts  have  long  sinee  disappearod.  hut  occasional 
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CAMPS  SOLTU  ( ill'll K ESTUARY  OF  THE  TYNE. 

relies  have  been  disinterred  which  prove  the  fact.  An  altar,  found  at 
this  place,  has  been  already  described,  p.  92.  The  stone  figured  on  the 
preceding  page  was  found  at.  the  same  time.  The  inscription  is  evidently 
incomplete,  and  the  first  word  of  the  portion  which  we  have  is  so  indis- 
tinct as  to  have  given  rise  to  considerable  discussion.1 

Blake  Chesters.-  Another  camp  at  the  east  end  of  North  Shields, 
which  Brand  says  was  called  Blake  Chester*  in  1(520,  would  deal  with 
an  enemy  in  the  harbour,  if  he  succeeded  in  forcing  an  entrance.  The 
traces  of  it  are  now  obliterated,  and  there  is  no  record  of  any  inscrip- 
tions having  been  found  in  it. 

Shields  Lawe. — The  southern  shore  of  the  estuary  of  the  Tyne 
was  as  well  protected  as  the  northern.  A camp,  comprehending  several 
acres,  stood  upon  the  slightly  elevated  headland  at  South  Shields,  called 
the  Lawe.  In  1798  a building,  provided  with  a hypocaust,  and  several 
old  foundations  were  removed.  An  altar,  despoiled  of  its  inscription, 
and  the  fragment  of  a funereal  slid)  have  l>een  found  here.  The  site 
has  also  yielded  several  Homan  coins,  the  latest  of  them  being  of  the 
reign  of  Valentiuian,  ,\.n.  37o-392. 

Jarrow. — At  nearly  the  same  distance  from  the  camp  on  the  Lawe 
us  Blake  Chesters,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  is  from  Tynemouth 
Priory,  we  meet  with  another  camp,  that  of  Jarrow.  It  stands  close  to 
the  little  river  Don,  on  the  slimy  Slake  which  was  once  a broad  sheet 
of  water,  and  rejoiced  in  the  proud  title  of  “ Eegfrid’s  Port."  Leland, 
in  one  place,  calls  it  Lancaster.'  An  oblong  square  of  about  three 
acres,  with  the  comers  rounded  off,  is  marked  out  on  every  side  by 
underground  fofindations,  and  includes  the  site  of  the  church,  the  mins 
of  Bella's  monastery,  and  the  churchyard.  In  the  heart  of  the  wall 
at  the  south-west  corner,  imbedded  in  the  mortar,  a denarius  of  Aldus 


1 Ilrand  rends  oyrvm  cvmbas.  he  thinks,  menus  “a  circular  harbour  for  ship- 

ping**  (the  harbour  in  this  case  being1  the  Prior's  Haven);  nml  " cumbas’’  he  considers  to  be  used 
for  cvnihus”  boats.  The  lmven.  however,  is  -evidently  a natnrul  not  an  artificial  inlet.  That 
active  antiquary,  Pegge,  reads  it — “ Cippuin  cum  l*asi" — a column  with  it#  pedestal.  Dr.  M«*<  nul 
says: — “I  uin  inclined  to  suggest  scypum.  i.e.,  scYPHUM  CUM  Das.  ns  we  find  in  Orelli,  n.  *Jo04. 
Cantu ARrM  cum  vase  uva.'*  The  reading  in  the  text  is  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson, 
in  his  MS.  volumes.  It  does  less  violence  to  the  inscription  than  any  of  the  others.  The  first 
letter  of  the  inscription  is  the  only  doubtful  one,  and  it  is  a good  deal  injured. 


■Cot  III..  174. 
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Vitcllins  was  found  in  1812.  Remains  of  buildings  have  been  repeatedly 
discovered  in  the  churchyard;  and  some  walls  which  occurred  in  digging 
for  the  foundations  of  the  mansion  in  the  field,  north  of  the  church, 
had,  as  the  workmen  described  them,  all  the  characteristics  of  Roman 
masonry.  These  discoveries  Hodgson  has  carefully  recorded.  The 
church  and  the  shattered  ruins  of  the  monastery  contain  many  stones 


Dl  FFV£l[ft] 

i*novmc[ii3  ix] 

HRITANNIA  AD 
VTnVMQVE  0[CEANVM' 
F.XKRC1TV8 

[fecit.] 


fEElFFVS-p. 
BROVINe 


I foul  1 1 inches  by  i foot  9 bichn. 


On  the  extension 
of  the  provinces  in 
llritnin  to 
either  sen 
the  armr 
erected  this. 


that  have  a decidedly  Roman  aspect.  Two  inscriptions  and  a much  wea- 
thered sculpture  have  been  derived  from  this  spot,  and  are  here  figured. 
As  the  inscription  shown  above  is  incomplete,  the  reading  of  it  is  in  part 
necessarily  conjectural ; that  which  is  here  adopted  was  proposed  by 
Brand.  The  other  in- 
scription is  still  more 
imperfect.  All  that 
can  be  said  of  it  is  that 
it  seems  to  have  been 
erected  in  honour  of 
all  the  adopted  sons 
of  Hadrian,  of  whom 
Antoninus  Pius,  his 
successor,  was  one. 

This  stone  has  evi- 
dently been  used  in 
the  construction  of 

the  Saxon  church  at  Si «*,  I foe*  10  inches  liy  I foe*  It  inches. 

Jarrow.  It  has  upon  its  lower  edge  a portion  of  the  cross  known  as 
St.  Cuthbert's  cross.  The  stone  is  now  in  the  museum  at  Newcastle. 
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The  sculptured  stone  here  sketched  represents  a hunter  shooting 
at  n stag.  It  is  strongly  suggestive  of  the  changes 
to  which  the  locality  has  been  subject.  Jnrrow  is 
now  the  seat  of  extensive  clieinical  manufactures, 
of  huge  iron  works,  of  engine  factoues,  ami  iron 
s»«.is».,i^tokTis»i  ship-building  yards.  The  forests  in  the  red 

deer  obtained  shelter  have  given  way  to  crowded  streets  and  dusty 
workshops.  This  stone  is  in  the  museum  at  Newcastle. 

THE  SOrniEII.N  APPItOACH  To  PONS  /ELM. 

As  the  only  mode  of  crossing  the  Tyne  between  the  sea  and 
Newburn.  where  the  first  ford  occurs,  was  by  the  rKlian  bridge  at 
Newcastle,  this  point  would  be  one  of  considerable  importance.  A 
road,  passing  through  the  modem  Gateshead  and  Chcster-lc-Street, 
connected  Pons  jElii  with  the  towns  and  stations  south  of  the  Tyne.' 

Gateshead. — That  the  brow  of  the  hill,  leading  from  the  south  to 
the  Tyne  bridge,  was  occupied  by  the  Romans  is  evident,  not  only  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  but  from  the  coins  and  other  antiquities  which 
have  been  found  in  it.1  No  traces  of  a fort,  however,  remain. 

('iiestek-le-Strekt. — The  Saxon  name  of  the  town  lying  on  the 
great  turnpike  road  between  Newcastle  and  Durham  was  ( Winchester — 
the  camp  on  the  Con,  a rivulet  which  here  joins  the  Wear.  This 
name  as  well  as  its  present  designation.  ( 'hcster-le-Strcet.  has  long 
induced  antiquaries  to  suppose  that  it  was  the  site  of  a Roman  station. 
The  correctness  of  this  conjecture  has  of  late  years  been  confirmed  by 
the  researches  of  the  Rev.  Walker  Fcatherstonhaugh.  who,  in  a paper 
published  in  the  Archrcologia  iEliana.  Yol.  IV.,  p.  289,  O.S.,  has  not 
only  brought  forward  indubitable  proofs  of  its  occupation  by  the 
Romans,  but  has  traced  with  tolerable  certainty  its  outlines.  The 
church,  the  churchyard,  and  deanery  gardens,  occupy  its  site.  The 

‘The  network  of  roads  by  which  l\»vs  /1'lii  w:»s  connected  with  the  stations  in  the  county 
•if  Durham,  is  carefully  displayed  by  Mr.  Lnii^rstafte,  in  his  “ Durham  before  the  (Jumpiest." 
published  iu  the  Newcastle  Volumes  of  the  Arclueoloirirnl  Institute. 

cMr.  Hodjzvon  Hindi1  remarks: — •*  It  is  quite  dear  that  Gate's- 1 lead,  ami  not  (lonfV-Heud 
is  the  correct  reudin*r  of  the  name — siimifvinjr.  as  it  obviously  dues.  a plan*  standing  at  tlm  lieud 
of  the  gate”  or  road,— -Newcastle  Volumes,  Arclneolojricnl  Institute,  Vol.  I.,  p.  lid. 
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station  contained  an  area  or'  about  six  acres  ; it  was  strongly  defended 
on  us  north  and  west  sides  by  the  Con  Burn  atul  the  river  Wear. 
Mr.  Feutherstonhaugh  thought  that  lie  could  discern  within  its  area  the 
main  streets  of  the  sratiou,  and  near  the  point  when*  they  intersected 
each  other,  lie  tells  ns  then*  were  found  a large  altar,  unhappily  unin- 
scrihed.  and  the  remains  of  a building  provided  with  a hvpoeaust.  \ 
few  years  ago  the  sloping  ground.  to  the  north  of  the  station,  was  added 
to  the  churchyard.  This  has  been  found  to  he  replete  with  Roman 
remains — amphora*,  niortaria.  mill-stones.  Samian  wan*,  and  other  kinds 
of  pottery,  glass.  and  various  miscellaneous  articles,  which  are  careful  )\ 
enumerated  in  Air.  Featherstonhaugb’s  paper.  Amongst  the  most 
interesting  of  these  remains  are  the  small  altars  shown  in  the  woodcuts. 


The  first  of  these  is  dedicated  to  Apollo  by  some  officer  of  the 
second  legion,  whose  name  is  lost.  As  the  soldiers  on  the  M all  hsui 
sterner  work  to  attend  to  than  the  cultivation  of  the  l»//<s  /’thus. 
dedications  to  Apollo  an*  exceedingly  rare  in  the  mural  region.  The 
inscriptions  on  the  others  are  very  indistinct,  partly  <>n  account  of  the 
coarseness  of  the  sandstone,  and  partly  through  exposure  to  the  weather. 
One  of  them  seems  to  lie  a dedication  to  the  ancient  deities:  the  word 
on  the  base  may  refer  to  the  river  Wear,  Vi;ih;a  (?)  which  skirts  the 
ramp.  As  to  tiie  other  altar  it  is  dangerous  to  hazard  a conjecture. 

The  coins  which  tell  under  Mr.  TVatherstonhaugh  s notice  indicate 
the  occupation  of  the  station  from  the  time  of  Hadrian  Jo  that  of 
Gratian. 

In  the  spring  of  1 Sol i a farther  discovery  was  made.  In  a field 
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south  of  tlio  station,  and  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  George  Murray,  of 
( 'hester-le-Street,  a ploughman  struck  upon  a large  stone.  His  curio- 
sity was  excited,  and  he  determined  to  examine  the  spot.  Assisted  by 
his  fellow  labourers  at  over-hours,  a considerable  portion  of  a suburban 
villa  was  laid  bare.  One  wall  was  five  feet  thick,  and  had  six  courses 
of  stones  standing.  Thirty  hypoeaust  pillars  were  found  in  their  proper 
position,  many  of  them  being  coated  with  soot.  The  floor,  which 
had  rested  upon  these  pillars,  consisted  of  a mass  of  concrete  of  the 
usual  character.  A building  stone,  inscribed  leo.  ii.  av[g.],  was  found, 
and  a huge  lump  of  iron,  weighing  two  hundredweights  and  a half.  A 
conduit,  intended  probably  to  bring  water  from  a neighbouring  spring, 
still  in  great  repute,  was  observed  to  be  covered  by  an  arch  of  wedge- 
shaped  bricks.  The  excavations  were  filled  in  immediately  after  these 
observations  were  made,  as  the  time  for  sowing  turnips  had  fully  come. 
It  is  supposed  that  there  are  several  other  buildings  in  the  same  field. 

A sepulchral  votive  altar  is  now  standing,  where  it  was  found,  in  a 
field  south  of  the  church.  Unfortunately  it  was  re-chiselled  and  " Iwau- 
tified”  by  the  tinder,  so  ns  to  be  rendered  useless  to  the  antiquary. 

With  reference  to  the  name  of  this  important  station  Mr.  Feather- 
stonhaugh  asks — “Is  there  no  reasonableness  in  brands  proposition  for 
attaching  to  this  station  the  name  of  Epeiacum?”  and  adduces  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  the  view.  For  these  reasonings,  and  for  more  ample 
details  respecting  the  station  itself,  the  render  is  referred  to  Mr.  Feather- 
stonhaugh’s  instructive  paper. 

We  now  proceed  to  examine  the  stations  on  the  Watling  Street, 

STATIONS  ON  THE  WATLING  STREET. 

The  Watling  Street  was  most  probably  the  principal  line  by  which- 
the  Romans  kept  up  their  communication  with  Scotland.  Strong  for- 
tresses, at  moderate  distances,  were  essentially  necessary  to  the  transit 
of  troops.  In  our  examination  of  these  camps  we  shall  find  that  they 
were  occupied  up  to  a comparatively  late  period  of  the  empire  : thus 
proving  that  when  the  Wall  was  built,  the  territory  to  the  north  of  it 
was  by  no  means  relinquished.  As  the  Watling  Street,  for  the  greater 
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part  of  its  course  through  the  northern  counties,  is  still  used  as  a common 
road,  its  original  features  are  considerably  injured ; between  the  Scottish 
border  and  the  station  of  Bremexilm  its  structure  has,  however,  been 
little  interfered  with  by  the  hand  of  man,  and,  excepting  where  it  has 
sunk  into  the  bog,  may  be  examined  with  advantage.  In  some  places  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  is  defended  by  a strong  ditch  on  both  sides. 

Chew  Greek. — At  the  head  of  the  river  Coquet  and  close  upon 
the  Scottish  bonier  is  Chew  Green,  where  there  are  several  earthen 
camps.  Two  are  of  a large  size,  one  of  them  containing  fifteen  acres, 
the  other  twenty-two.  A third,  which  is  in  better  preservation  than 
these,  contains  six  acres  and  a quarter.  Opposite  the  southern  gateway 
of  this  camp,  and  on  the  inside,  there  is  a peculiar  circular  flexure  of 
the  rampart.  This  contrivance,  which  has  evidently  been  intended  to 
protect  the  entrance,  General  Roy  considers  to  be  characteristic  of  the 
camps  of  the  ninth  legion.  He  does  so  upon  the  ground  that  the 
camp  at  Dalgenross,  in  Perthshire,  which  he  says  is  that  in  which 
the  ninth  legion  was  intrenched  when  it  was  nearly  cut  to  pieces 
in  a night  attack  bv  the  Caledonians,  during  Agricola's  campaign,  has 
this  flexure.  Resides  these  enclosures,  there  are  two  smaller  camps  at 
Chew  Green  ; one  of  them  is  protected  by  no  less  than  three  ramparts. 
The  camps  evidently  belong  to  different  periods,  and  have  been  con- 
structed quite  independently  of  each  other. 

Proceeding  from  Chew  Green,  about  two  miles  and  a half  south- 
wards, on  the  line  of  the  Watling  Street,  Foulplay  Head  is  reached. 
Here  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  is  another  large  temporary  camp. 
It  contains  an  area  of  forty-two  acres.  The  gateway  nearest  the 
Watling  Street  has,  in  addition  to  a straight  traverse  in  front  of  it,  the 
circular  flexure  of  its  rampart  on  the  inside  already  referred  to.  This 
camp  stands  fifteen  hundred  feet  above  the  sea,  and  commands  an 
extensive  prospect. 

Bremexilm. — At  High  Rochester,  which  is  seven  miles  and  a quarter 
from  Chew  Green,  is  the  stationary  camp  of  Bremexilm.  It  contains 
an  area  of  four  acres  and  a half,  and  stands  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  above  the  sea.  The  reader  may  wish  to  be  informed,  before  we 
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proceed  with  a description  of  the  station,  of  the  reasons  which  have 
induced  antiquaries  to  assign  to  it  the  designation  of  Bkkmkmum. 

In  the  Itinerary  of  Antonine,  already  referred  to,  page  294.  the 
first  Iter  is  entitled  “A  Route  from  the  Limit,  that  is  from  the  Wall  to 
l’u  KToiUl'M,  loti  miles.”1  It  begins  thus: — 

From  llitr.MENll'M  to  Cousioi'irni.  XX,  mile-. 

To  VisnoMoiiA.  IX.  miles. 

To  ViNOVlA,  XIX.  miles. 


The  camp  at  High  Rochester  is  the  first  that  we  meet  with  south  of  the 
present  boundary  line  between  Scotland  and  England,  and  it  is  about 
twenty-three  English  miles  distant  from  Cokstopitim.  Again,  Ptolemy, 
a geographer,  “who  lived  and  wrote  under  Trajan,  Hadrian,  and 
Antoninus  Pius,"'  places  Brkmknum  very  much  in  the  position  where 

H igh  Rochester  is. 

d’eAe]  h[oXAI?]  Fj achvm J 
DVPL[AIIEs]  K V5IER1  EXPLorIaTOIIVM] 
lll(F.MKS[li]  ARAM 

fejiy;  * 1 ssT » t v e r v nt 

• s 'f-  ■'  'AS  n[oM!X1v]  El  Vs*  c[aIoJ  CAEPJiO.NE] 

charitino  thib[vno] 

V.  S.  L.  M. 


D K-S. 


li^VTTdvT-AJ  LvIa 

Maa/v 

IImr/m; 

KiFTvSW  A&B 
IV  6-  LAX 


With  these  facts 
to  guide  him. 
< 'amdeti,  when  he 
saw  the  letters. 
MltF.MKN.  oil  the 

altar  here  shown, 
which  was  found 
at  Rochester,  and 
is  now  in  the  ves- 
tibule of  Trinity 
College  Library. 

Cambridge,  at  once  came  to-  the  conclusion  that  the  camp  at  High 
Rochester  was  the  Bremf.xium  of  Ptolemy  and  of  the  Itinerary. 

The  opinion  of  Camden  has  been  confirmed  by  the  discovery,  in 


h >■ 

"s’  ^ 

Vv  A S1 

| Let  x umbel  by  i foot  6 iuffaet. 


To  the  goddess  Rom®  sacred.* 

The  dnplares4  of  the  detachment  of  pioneers 
at  Brembniitm  this  altar 
have  erected 

in  the  mime  of  their  troop  Cains  Ccepio 
Charitinus  Wing1  tribune 
in  discliargv  of  a vow  willingly  deservedly. 


1 “A  Lituife,  id  est  u VaJlo,  Pu.irroiuo  u$t|ue,  m.p.  clvi.’* 

* Horsley's  Britannia  Romano,  page  330. 

1 The  difficulties  of  this  inscription,  as  Dr.  McCaul  observes,  are  in  the  d.h.  of  the  first  line, 
and  the  n ei vs  of  the  fifth.  Horsley  suggests  the  reading  of  d.h.  here  adopted.  Dr.  McCaul 
jireli-rs  dianaf.  REDVCI.  In  the  other  instance,  both  Canulen  and  Horslev  read  NVUINI  K1VS. 
To  Dr.  McCaul  we  are  indebted  for  the  reading  given  in  the  text.— Brit  Rom.  In«..  page  138. 

1 The  u du  pin  res  ” were,  soldiers  entitled  to  double  rations. 
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1S,)2,  of  another  altar  in  the  sitme  plaee.  also  referring  to  BliKMEXil'M. 
It  too  is  suhmitte<l  to  the  reader.  As  the  name  of  the  legate  dedicating 


GDNE7 


isignqrvA! 

[COHiyARD  :•*; 
iETMDCRjiRA] 


ppREftEfttpl? 

jECMATWjCtL! 

Mmzzcxom 

SM3lN/A''J0rRi} 


o’EXIo]  D[oJ*INl]  n[(JSTHJ]  f.t 
SIONORVN 

CUH[(1KT1s]  l’HIM.i:  VAROV  LL[o  It  VSf] 

KT  N VJtBRl]  EXPLOIIA- 
tor[vm|  BRF.m[K\n]  COW  V EM  vs]  ‘ 
KOXATIVA  LVCI LI- 
AS v.s  leo[atv*]  avoJvstaLIs]  i*r[o]pk[jetou] 

CV  WASTE  CASSIO 
SAW  I S’ I A NO  THII1  V so) 

[AtlAM  P05VIT.] 

To  die  genius  of  our  Emperor  and 
of  the  Standard* 
of  tltf*  fir*t  cohort  of  the  Vnnluli 
and  of  the  detachment  of  piowmt 
ut  Hhkmrnmm  Cornelius 
Kirnatius  I.neili- 

n lit  is  the  iniji.rifil  Ugratc  and  proi»m*tor 
under  the  superintendence  of  Cassius 
Suhiniuuus  the  trihiiue 
erected  this  altar. 


4 feet  by  1 to  iixfce*. 


this  altar  occurs 
on  a slah  fount  I 
at  Lanchester.  in- 
serihed  to  Gor- 
dian, it  is  probable 
that  this  altar  be- 
longs to  the  same 
period,  about  a.h. 
240.  The  altar 
is  in  the  museum 
at  Alnwick  Castle. 

The  station 
of  JhtKMKNir.u  has 
evidently  been 


planted  in  its  present  site  to  guard  the  "Watling  Street  in  its  passage 
across  the  river  Rede,  and  through  the  mountain  passes  which  it 
traverses  on  its  way  northwards.  Although  considerably  exposed,  it 
is  to  some  extent  sheltered  by  the  still  higher  elevations  which  environ 
it.  The  strength  of  the  position  is  great.  On  the  north  the  ground 
rapidly  sinks  from  it ; on  the  west  it  slopes  into  the  valley  of  the  Sills 
Burn  ; on  the  south  it  falls  rapidly  down  to  the  margin  of  the  Bede ; 
its  eastern  side  is  the  weakest,  hut  here  in  ancient  days  a marsh,  which 
is  now  drained,  came  to  its  defence. 

Ail  earthen  rampart,  with  a corresponding  moat,  lias  been  drawn 
around  its  whole  area ; hut  on  its  eastern  and  southern  sides,  on  account 
of  their  greater  exposure  to  attack,  these  have  been  tripled. 

In  1852  the  late  Duke  of  Northumberland  excavated  such  portions 
of  the  station  as  lay  in  the  manor  under  his  own  controul ; and  a year 


1 Dr,  McCatil  says “ There  art*  two  other  rending*  of  con.  which  have  iM-curred  to  me — 
aon.  standing  tor  4 Gurdinnonim/  or  COR.  the  first  syllable  of  ‘ Corstopitiun.*  The  latter  of  these 
I would  regard  us  denoting  that  the  two  Untie*  occupied  Hhemf.vm  >i  and  Cokstopiti  m,  or  had 
charge  of  the  road  between  those  places.” — llrit.  Hum.  Ins.,  pap*  l*i0. 
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or  two  afterwards  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Newcastle  fartlier  pro- 
secuted the  inquiry.  In  eonseijiieiiee  of  these  investigations,  we  are 
provided  with  a around  plan  of  u Homan  station,  more  complete  than 
any  we  previously  possessed  j*  it  is  shown  in  the  opposite  page.  As 
the  neighbouring  proprietors  had  the  right  of  pasturage  over  the 
station,  which  is  common  land,  it  was  necessary  to  cover  up  the  whole 
as  soon  as  the  excavations  were  complete. 

The  walls  of  the  station  may  be  traced  all  round.  The  eastern  wall 
has  suffered  most ; the  western  wall  stands  upwards  of  nine  feet  above 
its  foundation,  and  exhibits  occasionally  eight,  and  even  nine  courses  of 
facing  stones.  The  walls  of  this  station  are  unusually  thick,  being  not 

In  particular  places  this  thickness 
is  exceeded.  In  the  south  rampart, 
K in  the  plan,  is  a portion  which 
is  twenty  feet  thick  ; and  in  the  west, 
L in  the  plan,  is  a part  which  is 
twenty-eight  feet  thick.  The  wall 
was  probably  increased  in  soliditv  at 
these  places,  in  order  to  give  a base 
on  which  to  plant  the  ballistic  and 
other  engines  of  war.  The  walls  do 
not  entirely  consist  of  solid  masonry  ; 
in  the  centre  of  them  is  a mass  of 
clay,  about  four  feet  thick.  The  walls 
luive  another  peculiarity  ; in  the  interior  of  the  southern  wall  two 
chambers  have  been  found,  E 1,  E ‘2,  the  entrance  into  which  was 
from  the  inside  of  the  station.  That  on  the  west  side  of  the  south 
gateway  is  in  a good  state  of  preservation  ; the  woodcut  represents  it.' 

1 'Jin*  present  writer  gave,  with  considerable  detail,  the  result  of  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land's excavation*  in  the  Newcastle  volume  of  the  Archaeological  Institute,  and  of  the  Newcastle 
Society’s  explorations  in  the  Archseologia  vKIiann,  VoL  I..  p.  0!*,  N.S.  The  excavations  of  18Y? 
were  made  under  the  *kilftil  management  of  Mr.  Win.  Coulson,  now  of  f’orhridge;  those  of  18f>5 
under  the  careful  tutperintendoACO  of  Mr.  Edw&nl  Milburn,  the  Duke  of  NortliuiuberlundV  moor* 
grove  for  the  barony  of  Wark. 

’The  proper  entrance  in  now  walled  up,  and  a portion  of  the  exterior  wall  broken  down,  as 
shown  in  the  woodcut,  thus  reversing  its  original  state. 
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The  sites  of  all  the  gateways  are  visible  ; but  the  buildings 
themselves  have  been  removed,  except  that  on  the  west  side,  which  is 
perfect  up  to  the  springer  of  the  arch. 

The  first  thing  that  struck  a stranger  on  entering  the  station, 
whilst  the  excavations  were  going  forward,  was  the  extreme  economy 
of  space  which  was  exercised.  Every  part  of  the  area  that  was  explored 
had  been  covered  with  buildings.  These,  for  the  most  part,  were  small, 
and  crowded  together.  The  main  streets,  G G,  H H.  and  M M,  varied 
in  width  from  ten  feet  to  fourteen  feet.  The  subsidiary  ways,  leading 
to  the  several  habitations,  were  usually  less  than  three  feet  wide. 
Generally  speaking,  the  streets  of  earlier  formation  were  flagged  with 
broad  flat  stones ; those  of  later  were  paved  with  small  stones.  The 
houses  were  strongly  built,  consisting  of  stone  walls  of  from  two  to  four 
feet  thick.  They  had  been  roofed  with  sandstone  slate.  It  is  probable 
that  windows  were  very  sparingly  used,  very  little  window  glass  having 
been  found  around  the  ruins.  There  are  some  modem  buildings  in  the 
station  which  are  marked  A in  the  plan. 

The  station  resembles,  in  its  main  features,  the  plan  of  a Polybian 
camp,  though  it  does  not  adhere  to  it.  Originally,  no  doubt,  a wide 
street  has  gone  from  the  northern  to  the  southern  gateway,  as  well  as 
from  the  eastern  to  the  western ; the  first  of  these  had,  however,  to  a 
considerable  extent  disappeared.  The  excavations  revealed  the  feet,  that 
the  buildings  were  the  work  of  two,  if  not  of  three,  periods.  On  more 
than  one  occasion  the  city  has  been  visited  witli  devastation.  Each 
reconstruction  was  inferior  to  the  former  in  the  style  of  building,  and 
appears  to  have  been  performed  in  a hasty  manner.  In  this  way  the 
plan  of  the  station  has  l>een  interfered  with. 

The  drainage  of  the  city  seems  to  have  been  very  complete.  Con- 
duits were  provided  for  introducing  fresh  water,  .as  well  ns  sewers  for 
taking  off  the  rain  and  refuse  water.  These  are  marked  b in  the  plan. 

One  of  the  first  things  which  a garrison,  drawn  from  southern 
Europe,  would  demand  would  be  warmth ; accordingly  we  find  that 
several  buildings  were  provided  with  hypoeausts,  for  diffusing  a com- 
fortable temperature  through  them  ; this  was  particularly  the  ease  in 
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the  Ion"  ran <:es  of  barracks.  marked  J .1  in  the  plan,  on  each  siilc  of 
the  large  central  buildiu". 

One  peculiar  feature  of  the  station,  as  exhibited  by  the  excava- 
tions. was  the  underground  tanks  that  it  contained.  There  are  not 
less  than  four  of  them  in  the  centre  of  the  camp,  marked  in  the  plan 
C.  < • 1.  0 2.  and  1).  The  use  of  these  has  not  been  ascertained.  At 

the  bottom  of  one,  1),  in  the 
Via  Principalis,  was  found  the 
slab  to  Antoninus  Pius,  given  on 
page  17,  and  the  sculptured  stone 
here  figured,  representing  three 
nymphs  at  their  ablutions,  lioth 
of  these  stones,  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  had  been  thrown  into 
the  tank  at  the  destruction  of 
the  station.  They  are  now  in  the  museum  at  Alnwick  Castle. 

One  of  these  underground  receptacles.  C l,dift’erod  from  an  ordinary 
tank.  The  woodcut  represents  it  as  it  appeared  to  a spectator  standing 

on  its  southern  edge. 
Three  of  its  sides  con- 
sisted of  solid  masonry 
of  excellent,  workman- 
ship, the  fourth  was 
formed  of  large  flags, 
backed  with  clay.  A 
flight  of  steps  led  into 
the  vault  on  its  north 
side,  the  entrance  at 
the  foot  of  the  stairs 
being  closed  by  a 
stone  slab  moving  in 
a groove  upon  iron  wheels.  In  one  corner  of  the  apartment,  at  the 
bottom,  was  an  arched  channel,  the  course  of  which  was  not  ascertained. 
The  whole  receptacle  had  evidently  been  provided  with  a stone  covering. 
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Has  this  vault  been  the  vErarium  of  the  station  ? The  altar  figured 
on  page  315  was  found  here  ; it  lay  as  if  it  had  been  casually  thrown  in. 

When  we  bear  in  mind  the  bleak  and  desolate  aspect  of  the 
country,  even  at  the  present  day,  the  number  of  well  carved  altars,  and 
other  proofs  of  a high  civilization,  which  the  station  has  yielded,  is  very 
remarkable.  They  are  so  nu- 
merous and  so  interesting, 
that  the  difficulty  of  making 
a selection  is  very  great.  In 
the  museum  at  Alnwick  Cas- 
tle are  three  fine  altars  to 
Minerva ; one  of  them  is 


DEAE  >11- 
NEKVAE  et 
OLXIO  COL- 

lf.o[i]  i..  c sen/ 1 vs] 

OPTATVS  THIS  VXVs] 
V.  S.  I..  M. 


shown  in  the  engraving.  It 
has  no  focus,  and  is  without 
any  carving  on  the  sides. 

( )n  the  capital,  the  “ cross,” 
in  two  of  its  forms,  has  been 
carved ; it  cannot,  in  this 
case,  be  supposed  to  have  a 
Christian  meaning. 

A tablet,  found  at  this  station,  but  now  in  the  library  at  Durham, 
contains  the  name  of  Can-ilias  Optatus.  This  slab,  which  is  represented 


To  tin*  grxlile**  Mi- 
nerva an«l  the 
penius  of  the  col- 
lege Lucius  Crecilitts 
0|»tutus  the  tribune 
dedicates  this  in  discharge  of  a vow. 
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in  the  annexed  woodent,  for  tin*  purpose  of  comparison,  evidently 
belongs  to  the  time  of  Elngabalus.  an  emperor  who  gloried  in  the  title 

, — — 7 . — — . of  priest  of  the  sun. 

| ,1,^*,  imp  mi  i mi  M ^ J"  The  altar,  as  well  as 

I Df-jf  ) ) N.'\ ; f ) SOT.  [ SOw]  the  slab.  inav.  tliere- 
I ' SAJ.YTK  E Tlfl  fore,  with'  strong 

ESj1  ' probability  be  as- 

' Fn  i-AWL:iC5J^roMi,v.j  pr.t-RL j cJ-;  o'tuoUe 

1.  T!t'IB^.HT\ARDVL:r^-ft^^  . JK'rMMl; t(1  ,s 

I civ\A'Nos^nivM*nHG^  r>-,-uoa  ,mm  21’| to  . 

jjA'S0 I ^ In  the  museum  at  .Newcastle  is 

i • a large  slab,  taken  from  this  station. 


I»F.O  IXVICTO  NOLI  soc'io]  To  til©  UHCOIW]Ueffid  tllO  *1M  [111/  cuin|iuliion 

SACRVM  pro  6ALVTK  kt  sncrvnl — for  the  safety  ami 

f jfcoLVM itatk  imp.  caen[ahi»]  welfare  of  the  Emjteror  Ctrsar 

M.  AVllELI  i]  antonin | i»il  fklic  is]  MirctU  Aurelius  Anfoutnii*  pious  happy 

avo'vsti]  L,  CJECiLivs  o FT AT vs  innru>t  Lucius  Cspcilius  Optntiia 

tiiib.  coh.  I.  vardvl  i.oitVMj  cvm  cosVe].  tribune  of  the  first  cohort  of\  arilttli  with  his  at^o- 
chaneis  votvm  ih’.o  [templvm]  elates  this  temple  vowed  to  the  god 

a solo  EXTitvfTVM  ....  and  reared  from  the  ground  [dedicates.] 

wliieli,  on  account  of  its  historical  importance,  cannot  be  omitted. 
This  inscription  belongs  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  21G,  when  Caracullu 

--  |_.JI|__  --  mr[BRATOttt]  CA(ll1  ] s[arco]  avicuo 

^ ~ J SKVKlto  axtomno 

I J jr-.  1‘ PIO  FBLICI  Avofvsro]  I'AHTHtCfOl 

1 W«ri».  I I.~  |T  m — I r ■ — vA  MA3trJMO]  JlltITf  ANNIOO]  MAXflMO]  OKltSBAXU'O] 

I 4'MP^CAFCi-MAV;Rn  Iflll  * hax[iho]  pqktifici  NAXiM[o1 

i . .LV-C,  \ J.\-  if!  TBmrvKrnAK]  potbst'atw)  xviul  luefcaATouil  ii. 

SPv^E  RO*AN  1 ON  f N O Hi  cojrwvm]  mi.  rjutoofx>[vu)  p.  »*.  «»h,  j. 

. U ""»£] 

r^.  ;>1  AX'JdKI  l*M'\A*C*b Km  ....  lui[at!]  AVQ[vmLiii]  m[o]n[AtoMs.] 

/ T*>  the  Kmperor  Caraar  Marcus  AuroHu*  Severn*  Antonina* 

fx]  B POT ES  CXVUfklM'ljC  f rious  happy  august  [styled]  Hartbieus  ntaxiooue  llnianntcus 
mleYA  C 1 1 [I  PD APftl1^  PPr  rvl'F'  a maxima*  Germunicu*  luaxitmm  chief  priest  potmed  of 
j Wff ' S the  tribunitian  power  for  the  nineteenth  time  [hailed] 

j HfID rftAWWl^ra]()POAN«:i  9 “imperntor"  for  the  second  time,  consol  for  the  fourth 

A V j\rrriTCl/llA/P  Atu  9 time  proconsul  father  of  hi*  country  the  first  cohort  of  the 
' IftLii*’  . y ^ * y v *. **  , Vartluli  [»urnameil]  the  faithful  ]<rointioi>eil]  of  lloman 

, 1 11T  *.  ^ LEG  )$C  cStisena  a ruiltiary  [cohort)  having  a due  proportion  of 

i — cavalry  [ami  hnnuurcd]  with  the  name  of  Antoni  tie  erected 

— ~ • , ■j-;?'  [this]  under  the  superintendence  of 

. * . imperial  legate  ami  proprietor. 

was  in  possession  of  the  tribunitian  power  for  the  nineteenth  time.  It 
would  thus  appear  that  though  the  emperor  had  somewhat  hastily  left 


ff  SgS  M a V R Z Liof) 

Sr^E  RO-AN  TON  1 N O fli 
PIO  -FEI.I Cim’FARTH  1C  | 
M' AX  'BH  I T-  M-\X-  G E H M , ttf 
iM  AX  -irO  N T1F1CM  AX  I M a 

B’OTESTXV'lli  IM'IJC | 
IIPROCOSPPCCHF.I 
XRDVT’  C REQOOAXQ 1 1 
AFECUfX'BCV  R As^«l 
atu*,'^'-'LEC)9CCTOf 
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pieces.  A 


Britiiin  in  211.  tlie  officers  whom  he  left  behind  him  dreamt  not  of 
retreat  within  the  lines  of  the  great  barrier.  From  this  inscription 
we  also  learn  the  strength  and  the  importance  of  the  cohort  which  at 
that  time  garrisoned  Bukmknium.  The  name  of  the  legate,  under 
whose' auspices  the  slab  was  carved,  has  been  erased,  he  having,  no 
doubt,  fallen  into  disgrace ; who  he  was,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing. 
Imp.  n.  seems  to  have  been  cut  upon  the  stone  in  error  for  imp.  hi.1 

During  the  recent  excavations  at  Buemf.xil'M  two  inscriptions  were 
found  that  arc  somewhat  peculiar  in  their  character. 
The  first  of  them,  figured  in  the  woodcut,  was  found 
lying  on  the  ground,  near  the 
middle  of  the  station ; it  has  been 
barbarously 
used,  what 
remains  of 
it  having 
beenbroken 


into  no  less 
than  twelve 


M«,  } lets  bj  1 fool  v 


companion 


I Mp[  ERATO  III]  CAEfSARlJ 

. . . p'io]  f(blici] 
c[o]h[ors]  i.  f'ida]  vard[vli.orvm1 

BALL!*  TARIVM  A SOLO  HRSTITVIt] 

svn  c[aio]'  cl  avdioJ  apkllini  o]  legato] 

AVoVSTALl]  COS. 

IXSTANTE  AVU[f.LIO]  QVINTO  TH  IBVXO.] 


Iu  honour  of  tin*  Emperor  Cse-ar 
Antoninus  pious  happy 

the  first  cohort  of  the  Yardtili  styled  the  faithful 
this  lullistorium  from  tin*  ground  restored 
under  Cains  Claudius  Ajwllinius  imperial  legate 
of  consular  rank 

Aurelius  Quintus  the  tribune  superintending. 


inscription  to  this,  shown  in  the  woodcut  on  the  next  page,  was  found. 


‘The  title  “ imjienitor'*  was  used  in  different  senses.  In  the  times  of  the  republic  it  was 
conferred  by  the  army  upon  their  victorious  general,  ami  usually  on  tlie  battle-field.  This  honour 
was  occasionally  (riven  more  than  once  to  the  same  individual,  and  its  repetition  was  carefully 
noted.  Under  the  empire,  the  term  usually  denotes  the  possession  of  supreme  power.  In  this 
sense  it  was  assumed  by  nil  the  emperors;  out  this  circumstance  did  not  prevent  them  from  usinir 
it  in  its  earlier  signification,  as  in  the  case  before  us.  The  lute  Ifrofessor  Ramsay  observes — “ It 
occurs  occasionally,  hut  rnrelv,  in  inscriptions  after  the  age  of  Carncalla  ; * Im{iemVor,’  when  u«ed 
in  this  sense,  was  always  placed  after  the  name  of  the  individual  who  laire  it.”  Hcnzcn.  .No. 
0,700,  and  Dr.  McCaul,  Ilrit.  Horn.  Ins.,  p.  liW,  suggest  that  the  numerals  after  imp.  should  lie 
III.  not  if.  On  the  coins  of  Caranilln,  that  eni]ieror  is  denominated  imp.  hi.,  from  his  sixteenth 
tri  I iu  unship,  a.d.  *J14,  to  his  death  ‘JIT  : it  is,  therefore,  highly  probable  that  the  stone-cutter  has. 
through  inadvertence,  omitted  the  additional  stroke. 

$ $ 


Digitized  by  Google 


322 


IXSCRI1TI0N  TO  Hl.AUARALl'S. 


with  its  face  downwards,  outside  the  west  rampart.  The  emperor  in- 
tended in  these  inscriptions  was  probably  Elagubalus.  Both  he  and 

Caraealla  took  the  same  names 
and  titles  ; but  the  erasures  on 
the  stones  are  best  aeeounted 
for  on  the  supposition  that  Ela- 
gabalus  is  intended.  Through 
the  influence  of  the  soldiery 
divine  honours  were  paid  to  Caraealla  at 
his  death;  Elagabalus,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  held  tip  to  public  opprobrium,  and 
liis  name  ordered  to  be  erased  from  all 
public  documents.  In  the  second  inscrip- 


X frtt  by  i (w  7 isHin. 


1MP[eRAT0R|]  CX«;Alll]  m[aRCO]  AVnfELin] 

ANTON  I NO  VIO  F[eLIC|] 

TBin[VNITIAE]  P0T[E#TATIS]  III.  CO[nVt1.i]  III.  P^ROCONSVLl] 
P[ATKlJ  p[aTRIAe]  BALMSTA^RIVlf]  COIl  ORs] 
vardvi/lorvm)  ....  [scb] 

TI&'ERIoj  CI.[aVI>IO]  PATUNO  LEGATO  AVOVSTALlj 
PRO]  PROTORE*  PE[CIT  IN  STAN  TK] 
p[  VBLIO]  JEL|I0]  .... 


Jn  honour  of  the  Ernjicror  Csrsar  Marcus  Aurelius 
Antoninus  pious  happy 

|K>ssp?sf*il  of  the  trihuuitiiin  power  for  the  third  time  consul  the  third  time  proconsul 
father  of  bis  country  this  ballistarium  the  first  cohort  of  the 
, Varduli 

under  the  authority  of  Tiberius  Claudius  Puulinus  imperial  legate  and 
propra'tor  erected,  Publius  .Elius  superintending*  [the  work.] 


tion  the  erasnres  have  not,  in  all  instances,  been  effectually  accomplished; 
the  word  ANTOnino,  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  line,  can  lie  made 
out ; the  numerals,  also,  after  trib.  i*ot.  and  cos.  may  be  discerned. 
Elagahalus  was  consul,  and  held  the  trilmnitian  power  for  the  third 
time  A.n.  220.  In  both  slabs  there  is  an  erasure  after  the  name  of  the 
cohort ; there  can  he  no  doubt  that  the  obliterated  word  was  the 
epithet,  antoniniana,  assumed  in  honour  of  the  emperor. 

The  word  “ ballistarium  ” had  not  been  met  with  in  any  British 
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inscriptions  before  the  discovery  of  these.  It  refers  to  the  tower  or 
platform  on  which  the  “ ballistic  ” and  other  machines  of  war  were 
placed.  Josephus  gives  us  a minute  description  of  the  part  performed 
at  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  by  these  engines.  In  the  station  at  High 
Rochester,  a number  of  large,  roughly  rounded  stones  were  found ; these 
were  evidently  intended  for  use  in  the  “ballistic.”1  The  engines  were 
probably  planted  on  those  peculiarly  solid  portions  of  the  walls,  to 
which  attention  has  already  l>een  drawn.  The  second  of  these  inscrip- 
tions adds  the  name  of  Tiberius  Claudius  Paulinus  to  the  list  that  we 
already  had  of  persons  holding  the  important  office  of  imperial  legate 
in  Britain.  The  name  on  the  former  inscription  resembles  this,  but  it 
is  not  the  same.*  Both  of  these  interesting  memorials  are  in  the 
museum  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  at  Alnwick  Castle. 

About  the  time  that  these  stones  were  discovered,  Mr.  C.  Roach 
Smith  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  name  of  Claudius  Paulinus, 
imperial  legate  in  Britain,  occurs  on  a monument  discovered  at  Vieux 
and  now  preserved  at  St.  Lo,  in  Normandy.  It  was  erected  in  the 
first  year  of  the  third  Gordian,  a.u.  238,  in  honour  of  Sollemnis,  a 
priest  of  Mercury,  Mars,  and  Diana.  The  monument  has  long 
inscriptions  on  three  sides ; that  on  the  left  side  is  thus  translated  by 
Mr.  Roaidi  Smith  in  his  Collectanea  Anticjua : — 

u Copy  of  a letter  from  Claudius  Paulinus,  imperial  legate  and  propraetor  of  the 
province  of  Britain,  to  Sennius  Sollemnis : — Although  your  merits  entitle  you  to  more 
marks  of  lay  esteem,  I beg  you  kindly  to  accept,  since  they  are  ottered  in  token  of  my 
regard  and  good  will,  a Canusian  mantle,  a Laodicean  Dalmatic  robe,  a golden  fibula  set 
with  stones,  two  Kaccnie,  a British  Tossia,  a skin  of  a seal  six  months  old,  and  also  a 
letter,  which  will  announce  to  you  that  I forthwith  shall  send  you  a military  salary  of 
twenty-five  scstertia  in  gold.  With  the  favour  of  the  gods  and  the  sacred  authority  of 
the  cnipcror,  may  you  ultimately  obtain  a recompense  more  worthy  of  your  loyalty,” 


1 Two  of  them  adorn  the  porch  of  the  school-house  at  High  Rochester.  Here  also  are 
walled  up  some  gutter  stones,  door  soles,  and  building  stones  marked  with  diamond  broaching. 

4 In  the  former  stone  there  is  a well  defined  angular  stop  after  the  cl.,  separating  it  from 
the  rest  of  the  legate**  name.  Again,  the  first  l,  in  what  the  writer  believes  to  be  ai’fllisi,  has 
a stroke  at  the  bottom  proceeding  towards  the  left,  such  as  would  l>e  tliP  case  if  the  letters  t.  and 
L were  combined  back  to  back.  The  crack  in  the  stone  has  defaced  the  rest  of  the  k,  if  such  it 
was.  It  may  be  as  Dr.  Met ’aid  observes,  that  we  are  to  correct  the  reading  of  the  first  slab  by 
that  of  the  second,  and  to  substitute  pavlinvs  for  apf.llimvs,  hut  we  cannot  do  so  without 
supposing  that  the  stonemason  has  been  guilty  of  a blunder.  Errors  in  orthography  and  grammar 
are  not  common  in  the  inscriptions  on  the  Wall. 
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In  tlic  inscription  on  the  principal  face  of  the  monument,  we 
are  told  that  Claudius  Pauli  mis  had  been  proprietor  of  the  province  of 
Lugduiicnsis  before  he  went  to  Britain,  and  that  when  there,  “the  said 
imperial  legate  was  with  the  ninth  legion." 

It  is  curious  to  find  a broken  stone  in  the  wilds  of  Redesdale, 
supplying  the  omissions  of  historians  ; it  is  curious  to  find  in  a place  so 
much  out  of  the  usual  march  of  travellers  as  Vieux,  an  inscription 
confirmatory  of  that  which  we  have  been  examining ; and  it  is  curious 
to  see  the  kind  of  presents  which  a Lord  Lieutenant  of  Britain  would 
semi  to  his  client  in  Gaul,  in  the  earlier  portion  of  the  third  century. 
T1  ie  difference  in  the  dates  of  the  two  inscriptions  is  but  eighteen  years, 
a period  beyond  which  Sollemnis  may  readily  be  supposed  to  have 
survived  the  gift  of  his  patron.1 

The  lapidary  documents  found  in  Brf.mfaifm,  which  we  have  now 
examined,  bring  us  from  the  time  of  Antoninus  Pius  to  Elagabalus. 
One  tiling  appears  certain,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  nature  of 
the  erections  of  Hadrian  or  Septimius  Sevcrus,  neither  they  nor  their 
immediate  successors  contemplated  an  abandonment  of  their  claims  to 
the  territory  north  of  the  Wall.  The  numismatic  evidence  which  we 
shall  presently  offer  is  confirmatory  of  this  view. 

From  the  inscriptions  already  presented  to  the  reader  it  will  have 


troop  in  full,  thereby  warranting  the  expansion  we  have  given  of  the 
contracted  words  we  have  hitherto  had  to  deal  with.  The  Varduli 
came  from  the  north  of  Spain.  The  first  cohort  was  in  Britain  in  the 

1 The  render  is  recommended  to  consult  Mr.  linacli  Smith’*  Collectanea  Autiquu,  Vol.  111., 
pp.  01 -IK),  where  the  inscription*  arc  given  in  lull  and  adequately  annotated. 


The  first  cohort  of 
the  Varduli 
huih  this. 


coii[ons]  i.  va- 

HDVLLO- 
KVM  FECIT. 


been  seen  that  the 
station  of  Brkmk- 
xium  was  for  some 
time  garrisoned 
by  the  first  cohort 
of  the  Varduli. 
Here  is  an  in- 
scription, giving 
the  name  of  this 
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time  of  Hadrian,  as  we  learn  from  the  Hireling  rescript.  How  long  it 
remained  after  the  time  of  Elagabalus.  we  have  not  the  means  of 
knowing.  Thisstone 
is  now  at  Alnwick 
Castle. 

Besides  theVar- 
<luli  we  have  a trace 
of  the  Brenci  at  this 
station,  or  at  least 
of  their  prefect,  who 
had  formerly  also 
lteen  commander  of 
a cohort  of  Lnsita- 
nians.  The  funereal 
stone,  represented  in 
the  annexed  engra- 
ving, and  which  is 
now  built  into  the 
chancel  of  Elsdon 
Church,  was  found 
in  ISOS),  in  a field 
opposite  the  north- 
cast  corner  of  the 
station.1  The  upper 

[d.  ».] 

I j'K.F.FrcTI  COIIOHTIS  I.' 

LVSITAXflKVM  ITEM  COIIOHTIS  ||.  (') 

hiikv(«»'hvm]  svbcvr'atohi SJ  VIAH 

FLAM  I N I All  KT  ALIMENT  ORV.M 
SVIU  Vll  ATOHIS:  npRHVM  PVIII.’ioMIVM] 

IVLIA  LVCILLA  C VIMVIT]  f'|F.R|]  MARITO 
UK.NF.J  M KrtKNTl’  V|\  ITJ  AN[nos]  XLVIII. 

M RX8E*]  VI.  DIF.*  XXV. 


I v s:  am  vj i [ f //  C cf ' J / 
8 R !; V C CHf  > viiCVRVI.Af 
FLA/vMAIIAE:  FTAUMfMT 
SVB  CVir  *'(?£■ , 
| V L l A LV  f If  f.A  C . F A1 A f ' ' 

Li  AA.VI  X A N X L VI  f I 

'Me  vin,  raw  s| 

*.  , < .»•  - , 

.<  -v  . jT  •*-  ^ 


Sim,  | f«i  t mrfc  by  i Vn  ft  mrftca. 

To  the  tli vin«*  Mane*  - 

of’  the  prefect  of  ilio  first  cohort  the  Auiriiftaii 
of  the  Litsitani  also  of  tli«*  second  cohort  of  tin* 
Breuci  subcurator  of  the  Flami- 
nian  way  and  of  the  distribution  of  mnintcnnnce 
subcurator  of  public  works. 

Julia  Lurilla  hud  this  erected  to  her  hu-Jmnd 
well  deserving.  He  lived  forty -eijrht  yearn 
six  month'  and  twenrv-tive  thivs. 


part  of  the  inscription,  unfortunately,  came  off  in  flakes  when  the  stone 
was  raised,  leaving  a distinct  impression  of  the  letters  on  the  clay.  The 


* Hudson's  History  ut  .Northumberland,  Part  II.,  Vol.  I..  p.  t*>. 
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number  of  the  cohort  oa  this  slab  is  indistinct ; it  is  probably  u.,  or 
perhaps  in.,  but  there  is  not  room  for  mi.  The  Brunei  were  a people 
of  Paiiiionia.  This  is  the  only  distinct  notice  that  we  have  of  them  in 
Britain,  unless  tiles  which  have  been  found  at  Slack,  in  Yorkshire. bearing 
the  stamp  of  con.  tin.  niu:.,  refer  to  them.1  Probably  the  husband  of 
Julia  Lucilla  was  brought  from  Borne  to  superintend  the  roads  in  this 
district.  He  was  evidently  a man  of  considerable  importance.  This  is 
the  first  time  we  meet  with  the  office  of  “alimentarius”  on  a British 
inscription.' 

Besides  auxiliary  troops,  detachments  of  the  sixth  and  twentieth 


legions  have  been 
occupied  in  the 
construction  of 
some  works  at 
Bm:MF.Nir.u,asthe 
following  exam- 
ples show.  The 
building  stone  fi- 
gured in  the  limr- 
gill  was  found 

here ; it  is  now  in  the  Duke  of  Northumberland's  museum  at  Alnwick. 

The  slab,  a drawing  of  which  is  next  introduced,  is  of  a more 
elaborate  kind  ; it  too  is  in  the  Alnwick  Castle  museum.  On  one  side 


VK.yiLl.ATlK  I.KOIOM*] 

vi.  vic[tki«  l»]  FjlUKUs] 
FIX  IT. 

A vexillation  of  legion 
tlu*  sixth  victorious  faithful 
mu  tic  tli  is. 


1 Mr.  Roach  Smith  first  drew  attention  to  the  error  of  reading  this  as  referring  to  the  Rritons ; 
and  he  suggested  the  lire.  us  UreHCorvm.-— See  his  Ke]iort  on  Excavations  at  Lvmne,  and 
Illustrations  of  Roman  Loudon. 

’ “The  ordinary  largesses  of  grain,  by  which  the  citizen  of  the  lower  ranks  was  almost 
wholly  supported,  had  been  extended  by  Augustus  to  infants,  and  the  munificence  of  successive 
governments  had  added,  from  time  to  time,  the  coudimeut*  of  wine,  oil,  and  baron  to  the  produce 
of  the  Egyptian  wheat-fields;  but  h'erva  seems  to  have  first  introduced  the  habit  of  providing  u 
special  endowment  in  money  for  the  children  of  the  poor,  und  more  particularly  for  orphans.  This 
prince’s  charity  was  casual  and  imperfect.  It  was  reserved  for  Trujati  to  expand  it  into  a system, 
and  establish  it  as  an  imperial  institution.  Of  the  origin  of  this  alimentation  there  is  no  truce. 
We  can  only  imagine  the  motive  fur  it  in  the  anxiety  so  long  manifested  by  government  for  the 
iuerease  of  the  free  jMipuhition,  and  its  wish  to  encourage  legitimate  wedlock.  If  we  may  venture 
to  apply  to  Rome  and  to  Italy  generally  the  data  thus  acijuired  with  regard  to  one  obscure  inani- 
cipittm,  it  would  seem  that  there  was  a graduate!  scale  of  endowment  for  mnleand  female  children, 
for  legitimate  and  illegitimate,  sufficient  for  their  entire  maintenance,  and  that  the  whole  number 
of  recipients  throughout,  the  peninsula  might  amount  to  300,000.  This  provision  was  continued 
up  to  the  eighteenth  yenr  for  males,  and  to  the  fourteenth  for  f»‘imdes.  \Y  e must  regard  it,  ou  the 
whole,  as  an  indirect  attempt  to  make  the  provinces,  by  which  the  fiscus  was  supplied,  contribute 
to  the  support  of  Italy.” — Dr.  Merivnle’s  History  of  the  Romans,  Vol.  VII.,  page 
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of  the  inscription  is  u figure  of  Mars,  on  the  other  that  of  Hercules. 


yexii.latjo  A vex  il  Inn  on  ol 

lkgion is  xx.  v.v.  lr*ri<>n  the  twentieth  Vnlerian  victorious 

fecit.  made  this. 


The  badge  of  the  legion,  a boar,  is  seen  at  the  foot,  amongst  what  has 
probably  been  intended  to  represent  the  trees 
of  the  forest.  The  sculptor  has  not  been  suc- 
cessfid  in  the  drawing  of 
his  figure's. 

Mr.  Lawson,  of 
Redesdale  Cottage,  has 
a stone  on  which  is  re- 
presented the  boar  in  a 
wood.  That  gentleman  also  has  a small  and  weathered  representation 
of  the  three  mother  goddesses.  The  woodcuts  show  both  of  these. 


In  many  of  the  stations  on  the  Wall,  rude  and  uncouth  represen- 
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tations  of  some  rustic  deity  have  been  found.  As  those  air  more 
numerous  at  JIiskmkxii’m  than  elsewhere,  drawings  of  several  of  them 
are  here  introduced.  The  account  which  Horslev  gives  of  the  second  of 


those  we  have  figured  js — ••  This  is  a small  and  monstrously  rude  li^jure  of 
Silvanus;”  the  same  description  will  apply,  us  well  as  any  other,  to  the  rest. 

The  station  has  not  been  destitute  of  statnurv.  In  the  Alnwick 
Castle  museum  is  the.  torso  of  u male  figure  of  considerable  merit.  The 
woodcut  here  given  exhibits  a female  foot  now  also  at  Alnwick  Castle  ; 

if  the  rest  of  the  figure  were  as  well  formed, 
the  soldier  artist  who  carved  it  must  have 
possessed  considerable  skill. 

The  coins  found  during  the  excavations  of 
1 8d 2 and  18.3.3  were  submitted  to  the  skilful 
discrimination  of  Mr.  Charles  Roach  Smith. 
That  gentleman  prepared  a descriptive  catalogue 
of  them,  which  is  published  in  the  author’s 
account  of  the  excavations,  already  referred 
to.  It  may  be  sufficient  here  to  mention  the 
emperors  whose  coins  were  found,  and  the 
number  of  pieces  belonging  to  each  reign.  These  were  : — 


i alio.  1. 

Vespasian,  4. 
Domitinn,  2. 
Hadrian,  4. 
Antonina*  Pin*,  4. 
Faustina,  senior,  1. 
Mart  a*  Aurelius,  3. 
Faustina,  junior,  1. 


| Verus,  1. 

! Commodus,  1. 

I Seven**,  5. 

Julia  Domna,  3. 
Caracalla,  1. 
Diadumenianus,  1. 
ElagtlUalus,  2. 
Julia  Sotpmias,  1. 


Julia  Paula,  1. 
Sevenis  Alexander,  4. 
I Julia  Mu iiia'tt,  2. 
(lord  inn,  1. 

Philip,  1. 

Valerian,  1. 

| (iullii-mis,  <». 


Valerian,  junior,  1 
Postmans,  3, 
Victorious,  1. 
Tetrifus,  senior,  2. 
Tetricus,  junior,  1. 
Claudius  Gothicus,  2. 
Cara  us  ins,  1. 
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Mr.  Roach  Smith,  on  examining  this  collection  of  coins,  was 
struck  with  the  absence  of  those  of  the  lower  empire,  particularly  of 
the  Constantines.  From  the  time  of  Otlio  to  Carausius,  the  list  of 
Roman  emperors  is  tolerably  complete;  hut  here  the  series  ends.  He 
naturally  deduced  the  inference  that  during  the  usurpation  of  Carau- 
sius, the  garrison  was  withdrawn  from  Brf.mkxicm,  and  that  it  was  not 
again  restored — at  least  in  any  strength,  or  for  any  considerable  time. 

The  station  has  yielded  all  the  usual  varieties  of  potter)'  and 
other  articles  of  domestic  use.  Some  of  these  will  be  figured  in  the 
last  chapter  of  this  work.  A great  number  of  whetstones  were  found. 
The  animal  remains  were,  as  usual,  abundant,  and  consisted  of  the  bones 
of  the  ox.  the  deer,  the  sheep,  and  the  pig;  the  rat,  the  badger,  the  dog, 
and  the  fox.  Oyster  shells  were  commingled  with  the  Roman  remains, 
though  the  station  is,  at  least,  thirty  miles  from  the  sea. 

The  lithographic  view  of  the  station,  given  on  the  opposite  page, 
was  taken  while  the  excavations  were  in  progress. 

There  are  some  objects  of  interest  in  the  vicinity  of  Bremenu  m. 
which  we  must  notice  before  pursuing  our  journey  southward.  On  the 
western  side  of  the  Sills  Burn  are  three  temporary  Roman  encamp- 
ments. One  of  them  has  the  circular  traverse  formerly  described  ; the 
others  have  a straight  traverse,  in  front  of  their  gateways.  On  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  Rede,  on  a hill  overlooking  BirdhojH!,  are 
extensive  remains  of  an  ancient  British  settlement.  This  encampment, 
so  long  as  the  valour  of  its  inhabitants  could  maintain  its  ground 
against  superior  discipline  and  skill,  would  be  antagonistic  to  Bremenium. 

Besides  the  Watling  Street,  which,  passing  the  station  on  its  east  side, 
goes  due  north  and  south,  another  Roman  road  proceeds  from  the  station 
in  a north-easterly  direction,  and  eventually  joins  the  eastern  Watling 
Street  or  Devil’sCauseway.  There  are  distinct  traces  of  this  road  between 
High  Rochester  and  Campville.  Not  unfrequently  the  direct  road  to  the 
Caledonian  borders  would  be  impracticable,  through  the  prevalence  of 
tempests  and  fogs ; in  such  a case,  the  auxiliary  road  would  lx?  invaluable.' 

1 The  district  north  of  Hi^Ii  Rochester  i*  liable  to  l*»  suddenly  enveloped  in  fi>£.  Mr. 
I<au'9on,  of  Kedesdnle  Cottage,  told  the  writer  that  once,  when  following  the  hounds,  a thick  mist 
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There  is  one  other  object  of  interest  here.  On  the  line  of  the 
Watling  Street,  and  at  about  half  a mile  south-east  of  the  station,  are 
the  foundations  of  some  “ cippi,”  or  funereal  monuments.  They  were 
uncovered  by  Mr.  William  Coulson,  some  years  ago,  and  are  believed 
to  be  the  only  examples  of  Roman  cippi  in  England.  The  lithographic 
view,  on  the  opposite  page,  represents  them.  Three  of  the  tombs  are 
square;  the  fourth,  which  is  the  largest,  is  circular.  This  larger  one 
has  two  courses  of  stones  standing,  besides  the  flat  stones  which  form 
the  foundation  ; it  is  ornamented  in  front  with  a small  carving,  resem- 
bling the  head  of  a fox ; has  it  been  intended  for  the  head  of  a boar — 
the  emblem  of  the  twentieth  legion  ? On  clearing  out  the  interior,  a 
jar  of  unburnt  clay  was  found,  containing  calcined  bones  and  a coin  of 
Severus  Alexander.  The  natural  soil  was  found  to  have  been  acted 
upon  by  fire  to  the  depth  of  more  than  a foot.  Mixed  with  the  rubbish 
was  a quantity  of  white  ashes.* 

The  Watling  Street,  in  its  progress  southward,  crossed  the  Rede, 
westward  of  the  present  bridge.  Beams  of  oak  timber  have  often  been 
seen  here,  when  the  water  was  low  ; they  have,  no  doubt,  been  used  in 
forming  the  foundations  of  a bridge  or  an  artificial  ford. 

Near  to  this  spot  is  the  field  of  Otterburn,  so  famous  in  British 
song ; and  a few  miles  farther  to  the  east  is  the  village  of  Elsdon. 
The  “Mote  Hills”  of  Elsdon  are  marvellous  works,  of  an  unknown 
antiquity.  Even  upon  the  supposition,  which  is  highly  probable,  that 
their  constructors  have  availed  themselves  of  mounds  thrown  up  by 
diluvial  action,  these  fortifications  indicate  a people  capable  of  great 
thoughts  and  resolute  acts. 

Although  the  “Motes”  have  no  resemblance  to  a Roman  camp, 
it  is  certain  that  the  Romans  occupied  them.  Several  Roman  remains 
have  been  found  in  them,  the  most  important  being  the  very  curious 


fell  upon  the  {ground.  Sport,  immediately  reused,  the  fox  was  forgotten,  and  each  gentleman  of 
the  hunt  became  anxious  to  find  his  way  home.  Out  of  a field  of  forty  only  Mr.  Lawson  and 
another  succeeded  in  doing  so  that  night. 

* Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith,  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Collectanea  Antimta,  describes,  in  an 
account  of  a visit  which  he  paid,  some  years  ago.  to  the  “Roman  Castro  at  liisingham  and  High 
Rochester,”  these  tombs,  accompanied  by  an  etching. 
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inscription  represented  in  the  woodcut;  it  is  now  at  Durham.  The 
name  of  the  emperor*  for  whoso  welfare  the  dedication  was  made,  and 
to  whom  is  applied 
the  proud  hut  not 
unprecedented  title 
of  “ born  for  the  be- 
nefit of  mankind.’’ 
is  lost  in  conse- 
quence of  the  frac- 
ture of  the  stone. 

It  is  here  supplied 
in  accordance  with 
a suggestion  made 
to  the  writer  by  his 
friend,  Mr.  Roach  Smith. 


DBO  IfATV.VO 
PRO  8ALVTK 
[ASTOMNI  CAGSARI8  SATl]  ? 
BONO  or.M’.KIS 
hvman[i]  1UPE 
RA.NTK  C . . . . 

[UW-] 

AVO.  PR.  Pit.  POSVIT 
AC  DKDICAT1T 
C.  A.  CAC1L[|VA] 

To  the  p>l  Marumi* 
for  the  nitfuty  ©f 
Antoninus  Ccar  bam  for 
the  good  of  tbe  race 
of  mnnkimi  by 
onlcr  of  , 

in»|>eri«l  lejrato 

And  pnpmtor.  It  »'iw  erected 

ami  dedicated  by 
Caiua  Aolu*  CaieiliuH  (.’) 
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hue,  S.  frrt  10  tact*.  by  I ft**  4 inch**. 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  one  of  the 
Antonines,  probably  Caraealla,  was  intended.  The  god  Mutunus  is  not 
elsewhere  mentioned. 


IIaiiitancum. — Prettily  situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Rede,  and 
near  the  village  of  West  Woodburn,  is  the  station  of  Hamtanci  m. 
Camden  gives  us  the  following  account  of  it : — 


“ There  is  also  another  towne  beneath,  of  ancient  memory,  which  Khead  wateretb. 
or  rather  hath  now  well  nearc  washed  away  ; they  call  it  at  this  day  liiringham,  which  is 
in  the  ancient  English  and  German  language  the  Giants’  Habitation.  . . . The  in- 
habitants report  that  god  Mngon  defended  and  made  good  this  place  a great  while  again.*! 
a ccrtaine  Soldan,  that  is  an  heathenish  prince.  Neither  is  this  altogether  a vaine  talc. 
For  that  such  a god  was  here  honoured  and  worshipped  is  plainly  proved  by  two  altar 
atones,  lately  drawne  out  of  the  river  there.  Out  of  the  former  of  these  we  may,  in  some 
sort,  gather  that  the  name  of  the  place  was  Habitaxcum.” — Holland’s  Camden,  p.  803. 

One  of  the  altars  to  which  Camden  refers  is  lost ; the  other,  from 
which  the  name  of  the  station  has  been  inferred,  is  preserved  at 
Cambridge,  and  is  represented  on  the  next  page.  Mogon  seems  to 
have  been  a local  deity,  worshipped  by  the  Cadeni,  a tribe  of  the 
Vangiones.  Mogoxtiactm,  the  modern  Mayenee,  was  the  capital  of 
the  province  of  the  Vangiones.  The  first  cohort  of  Vangiones. 
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us  we  shall  presently  learn,  was  for  some  time  in  garrison  here, 
rnfortunately  Haiutaxitm  is  not  named  either  m the  Notitia  or  Anto- 
nine's  Itinerary.  I’erehance  it  was  suhsidiarv  to  Bukmkxii  m,  front 

which  station  it 
is  distant  between 
eight  and  nine 
miles. 

The  Watling 
Street  runs  past 
the  western  side 
of  the  station,  and 
litis  crossed  the 
river  Ret  le  near  its 
north-west  angle. 

There  tan  be  little  doubt  that  the  station  lias  been  planted  in  its 
present  position  in  order  to  guard  the  passage  of  the  river.  A few 
years  ago  a number  of  large  square  stones  were  to  be  seen  in  the  river, 
near  the  north-west  corner  of  the  station,  which  were  supposed  to  have 
formed  parts  of  tiie  piers  of  the  bridge ; they  have  all  been  removed. 

This  camp  does  not  occupy  the  commanding  position  that  we  look 
for  in  Roman  forts.  It  lies  in  a valley,  and  is  surrounded,  though  not 
closely,  by  bills  on  every  side.  So  sheltered  a spot  must  have  formed 
an  invaluable  retreat  to  such  of  the  Roman  hosts  as  had  suffered  from 
exposure,  in  more  elevated  positions,  to  the  blasts  of  Northumbria. 

The  site  of  the  station  is  well  marked.  Its  ramparts,  its  fosse, 
and  the  buildings  of  the  interior  may  all  readily  lie  traced.  Mr. 
McLauchlan  considers  that  the  moat  on  the  eastern  side,  which  is  the 
weakest,  has  been  double.  The  south  and  the  west  gateways  are  clearly 
defined ; those  on  the  other  sides  arc  obscure.  The  elegantly  caned 
tablet,  shown  in  the  opposite  woodcut,  was  probably  inserted  in  the  wall 
over  the  western  gate.  It  informs  us  that  the  structure  to  which  it  was 
attached  was  reared  by  the  fourth  cohort  of  the  Gauls.  A figure  of 
Mars  occupies  a niche  on  the  right  hand  of  the  slab,  and  a figure  of 


KTN'D-WAVC 
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[DEO] 

mogont[iJ  cxnfExonvxJ 
ET  S[VMIXl]  L>(OXIJil]  K[o*TU]  AYO. 

m.  g[aivs)  AKrvsnixvsi 
U(EJtE*'KTAlUV&  C0(ir]a(rU8]  IIABITA* 
NCI  I'UIMA  *tat[ionk] 

I’tto  HE  ET  BYIE  VOB[m.j 

To  the  god 
M"jon  of  the  Cadeni 
nnd  the  deity  of  oar  Augustus 
Marciu  Gains  S^cundintj* 
n consular  beneficiary  at  H abitasti' ji 
the  fimt  station  from  the  Wall  (’) 
erected  this  f<*r  blmaclf  and  and  hi*  family 
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Victory  one  on  the  left.  In  one  of  the  minor  compartments  is  a triplc- 
faecd  head,  which  may  be  intended  for  Janus,  the  guardian  deity  of 
gates.  No  satisfactory  explanation  has  been  given  of  the  other  carvings 


SiM)  4 fort  I iiKbct  Of  | fat 

xvmi:hib[vsJ  To  tin*  deities 

AvawoRfvM  j of  the  emj»erors 

coh.  mi.  oal  lorvm J the  fourth  cohort  of  Gauls 

Eq[vitaTa]  having  a du»*  proportion  of  cavalry 

PBcjiT.]  erected  [this.] 

on  the  stone  ; they  are  probably  to  be  ascribed  to  the  fancy  of  the 
sculptor.  This  stone  was  taken  from  Risinglmm  by  Sir  Roliert  Cotton  : 
after  gracing,  for  some  time,  his  gallery  at  Connington,  it  was  transferred 
to  ( ’ambridge,  where  it  now  is.1 

At  the  north-east  comer  of  the  station  some  courses  of  the  facing 
stones  of  the  rampart  are  visible.  In  the  reparation  of  this  part  of  the 
structure  during  the  Roman  period,  three  funereal  monuments,  along 
with  other  previously  appropriated  materials,  were  found  to  have  been 

‘This  tablet  is  engraved  in  Camden's  Britannia,  in  Stukeley's  Irinerarium  Curio-urn,  and .in 
a paper  hv  the  present,  writer,  published  in  the  Journal  ot  the  Archseulogieal  Institute.  \ ol. 
XII.,  page  213. 
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used.  The  woodcut  represents  one  of  these  tablets;  it  contains,  at 
the  close  of  its  inscription,  a wish  which  is  very  rarely  expressed  upon 

the  monuments  of  the  mural 
region  of  the  North  of  England.' 

I>[lis]  II [A XIB Vs]  8[ACnVMj 

avr[kliak]  lvi*v- 

L'a  E MAT  HI 

piissim'a’e 
Diomr^ivi 

FORTVXA- 
TVS  FI  LI  VS 

>[it]  t[ibi]  t'eiuiaJ  l[evis.] 

Sacred  to  the  divine  Manes 
of  Aimdia  Lupu- 
]».  To  a mother 
most  < 

Dionysius 
Fortnna- 
tus  her  son 
[erects  this.] 

May  the  earth  lie  lijrht  upon  you ! 

The  interior  of  the  station 
is  strongly  marked  by  lines  of 
streets  and  the  foundations  of  buildings.  Frequent  excavations  have 
been  made  here  in  recent  times,  in  order  to  procure  stones  for  building 
purposes,  and  though  these  have  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  walls 
which  were  found  standing,  the  altars  and  other  lettered  memorials  that 
have  been  discovered  have  been  carefully  preserved.’  In  1840  a building 
in  the  south-east  corner  of  the  station  was  laid  bare.  There  were  found 
a wall  standing  nine  feet  high,  a large  water  tank,  lined  with  a mixture 
of  lime,  pounded  bricks,  and  charcoal,  and  some  apartments,  heated  by 
Hues,  underneath.  A drain,  communicating  with  the  tank,  was  laid 

1 In  the  antiquarian  museum  at  Mayence  are  sumo  examples  of  this  formula. 

•Mr.  Hirhnrd  Shanks,  of  Purkliead,  efnerouriy  presented  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of 
Newcastle  all  the  antiquities  discovered  by  uim  in  the  station,  and  these  were  1>otli  numerous  and 
inqtortnnt. 
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bare,  as  well  as  a second  tank  or  bath,  smaller  than  the  former.  Near 
to  a spot  where  traces  of  a furnace  were  noticed,  more  than  a cart 
load  of  coals  was  found,  which  Mr.  Shanks  removed  and  used  in  his  own 
"rate.  But  the  most  important  of  the  discoveries  made  on  this  occasion 
were  two  fine  altars  to  Fortune, 
one  of  which  is  here  engraved  ; 

the  other  is  re- 
served for  the 
chapter  on  the 
mythology  of 
Home.1  On  the 
top  of  the  left 
hand  volute  of  the 
altar  the  figure  here  represented 


FORTVNAE  REDVCI 
1VLIVS  SEV Kill N VS 
TltlB  VNVs]  EXPLIC  IT!* 
BAL1NEO  V.  8.  L.  M. 


To  Furtunn  liedux 
Julius  Severinus 
the  tribune  on  the  completion 
of  the  hath  dedicates  this,  Ac. 


is  carved ; it  has  some  resem- 
blance to  the  “gammadion,”  or 
gamma-forme<l  cross.  It  is  drawn  upon  a larger  scale  than  the  altar. 

In  1854  the  southern  gateway  of  the  station  was  excavated.  It 
was  found  to  be  flanked  by  two  projecting  towers  of  excellent  masonry.* 
Most  fortunately  a large,  though  fractured  and  imperfect,  slab  was  found 


1 An  account  of  those  discoveries  occurs  in  some  brief  papers  in  the  ArclueoltHjHa  /Eliuiui, 
Vol.  III.,  pp.  loO-ldU,  O.S. 

1 The  stones  were  more  ehinguted  than  is  usual  in  Hadrian's  work,  and  marked  by  the 
feathered  tooling.  A plan  of  the  gateway  and  a drawing  of  the  stones  are  given  in  the  Arch. 
JEU  Vol.  IV.,  p.  00,  O.S. 
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amongst  the  rubbish  which  encumbered  the  building,  giving  us  the 
history  of  the  renovated  structure  ; it  is  here  figured.  The  upper  part 
of  this  important  slab  is,  it  is  feared,  irrevocably  lost.  The 
figures  on  each  side  of  it  represent  Mars  and  Victory.  Every 


j Icel  1 1 Iiuac*  Iij  1 i«t  7 mk he*. 


ADIABEMCO  MAXIM" 

COS.  III.  F.T  m[aRCo  AVHF.LJO]  ANTONINO  PHI 

C<H.  II.  AVo[vj*T«»] 

PORTA M CVM  MVRIS  VF.TVSTATE  IH- 
I.APftf*  IVSSV  ALFKV[lll  HENECi  «>  XI*  v[|R|]  ('  I.ARIMIMl 
Cn»[VLARIf»]  CVRAXTK  OCLATIM[a]  ADVEXTO  PRO  CVHAToRF. 
AVOO.  XN.  COR.  I.  VAXOIO.\[vm)  . . . . 

CVM  AFMl  Llo]  AALVIANO  TRIM  VX<»' 

«V«  A MILO  RESTl[TVIT. 

[To) Adialienicus  Maximus 

consul  for  the  thin!  time  anil  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus  pious 
consul  for  the  second  time  august  ...... 

this  grate  with  the  walls  through  njre  di- 
lapidated hv  command  of  Alfenius  8enecio  an  illustrious  man 
of  consulur  rank  under  the  care  of  Oclatinius  Adventus  the  prf>curutor 
of  our  emperors  the  first  cohort  of  Vanjnnnes  .... 

with  /Emilias  Solvinnus  its  tribune 
from  the  ground  restored. 
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part  of  the  inscription  has  been  largely,  and,  to  a great  extent,  success- 
fully discussed  bv  Mr.  Thomas  Hodgson,  in  a paper  in  the  Archscologia 
iEliana,  Vol  IV..  p.  20,  O.S.  His  reading  has,  in  some  particulars, 
been  amended  by  Hcnzen,'  Dr.  McCaul,’  and  other  antiquaries;  the 
result  is.  that  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a single  phrase,  the  whole 
of  this  important  inscription  has  been  thoroughly  elucidated.' 

It  is  clear  that  the  tablet  was  erected  to  the  honour  of  Septimius 
Severus,  one  of  whose  titles  was  Adiabenicus,  and  his  two  sons,  Caracalla 
and  Geta.  On  the  murder  of  Geta  by  his  brother,  that  young  emperor  s 
name  was  erased  from  all  the  public  monuments  of  the  empire ; hence 
the  vacant  space  in  the  third  line  of  the  inscription  before  us.‘ 

The  date  of  the  inscription  may  be  fixed  within  narrow  limits. 
Caracalla  was  consul  for  the  second  time  a.i>.  205,  and  for  the  third  time 
A.D.  208.  The  slab  must  have  been  carved  between  these  periods.1 

Besides  the  large  tablet,  several  smaller  fragments  of  inscriptions, 
which  have  been  derived  from  this  station,  bear  portions  of  the 
titles  of  the  same  emperors.  These,  which  are  now  in  the  museum  at 


1 Orel,  Ins.,  No.  GT01.  * Bril.  Horn.  Ins.,  p.  140. 

"The  engraving  has  Wn  prepared  with  great  care.  Mr.  Mossmnn.  the  artist  who  insult*  tin* 
drawing  tor  it,  hud  before  him  nil  the  various  readings  which  have  liecn  proposed,  and  to  the 
doubtful  points  he  gave  his  sjieoial  intention.  Some  small  ironstone  nodules  stum!  nearly  the 
eighth  of  an  inch  above  the  general  surface  of  the  stone,  showing  tliut  it.s  face  bus  Wn  removed 
by  the  action  of  the  weather  to  that  extent.  This  will  account  for  the  absence  of  some  of  the 
small  letters,  which,  it  may  he  conceived,  were  not  cut  so  deep  as  the  larger  characters.  The 
present  writer  cannot  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  characters  at  the  close  of  the  seventh  line,  llenzen, 
who  takes  them  to  Is*  o.  r.  F.  s..  suggests  that  they  are  proliahly  the  titles  of  the  cohort — |>erhaps 
“ Milliaria  (0  for  H or  (gl)  Pia  Fidelia  iieveriana.”  Dr.  McCaul  reads — “ Operihus  perfectis." 

1 It  is  remarkulile  to  find  an  order,  of  apparently  so  trivial  a character,  issued  in  Home. 
ol>eyed  in  the  remote  districts  of  Northumberland.  The  unity  of  the  empire,  and  its  discipline, 
must  have  Wn  more  complete,  even  at  that  |H*riod,  than  we  are  apt  to  suppose.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a special  reason  for  zealously  carrying  tliis  order  into  effect ; neglect  of  it  might  have  Wn 
attended  with  serious  consequences.  Gibbon  tells  ns  that  " it  was  computed  that  under  the  vngue 
appellation  of  the  friends  of  Geta  above  twenty  thausuud  persons  of  Iwith  sexes  suffered  death.** 

4 Mr.  Thomns  Hodgson  contends  that  the  slab  belongs  to  the  latter  part  of  this  period,  a.i>. 
207,  ami  is  of  opinion  that  the  restoration  of  the  gateway  did  not  take  place  until  the  arrival  in 
Britain  of  fseverus  and  his  sons.  He  strengthens  tliis  view  by  the  remark,  that  Alfenius  Senecio 
is  denominated,  on  a stone  found  at  Greta  Bridge,  legate  aud  proprietor,  titles  which  he  would 
naturally  luv  asiile,  as  he  does  in  the  inscription  before  us,  w hen  the  emjwrors  wen*  in  the  island 
in  person.  The  present  writer  strongly  sympathises  with  these  views.  He  cannot  conceive  ho w 
the  restorations  at  Kisiiighuiii  and  High  Rochester  could  have  W»u  effected  in  the  turbulent  state 
in  which  the  country  was  Wore  the  arrival  of  Severus.  Still  he  cannot  reconcile  the  fact  of  the 
presence  of  Severus  in  Ilritain,  even  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  207,  with  the  issue  of  coins  hi 
Home,  announcing  his  departure  from  the  city  in  his  sixteenth  tribuneship,  a.d.  20M. 
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Newcastle,  farther  serve  to  show  that  considerable  activity  was  manifested 
at  Habitanci'M  about  this  period. 

The  tribune,  whose  name  occurs  on  the  large  tablet  that  we  have 
just  considered,  is  also  commemorated  on  an  idtar  found  at  this  station, 
and  published  by  Camden.  The  altar  is  here  figured  for  the  purpose 
of  comparison;  it  is  now  at  Cam-  . . _ 

bridge.  The  occurrence  of  the  name  N 

of  L.  zEmilius  ISalviamis  on  the  ' 'Wm-i  ' 

tablet  enables  us  to  assign  this  altar  « \ ;u|j 

to  the  period  when  Sever  us  and  his 

sons  wore  the  purple.  ^ — ""  ~g\ 

Mr.  Shanks  presented  to  the  > jj'-ffif 

rii-s  of  Kewcastlo  f 1 \|  U-tj 

a.  c.in,  i,id,  1,,-  [ , HERcJiVJl SAtjJIHH 
ST?  ^ 

( iallienus.  Victorimis,  and  Claudius  beo  mim 

IIKBCVI.I  SAC  I lO  M 

lothicus.  L AliMII  pvij  „ivn\v, 

At  Parkhead,  about  half  a tri».  e«n.  i.  vam.i  -on  .« 

V.  S.  I..  M. 

mile  south  of  the  station,  the  figure 

„ . To  the  nncnoqnerwl  god 

ot  a soldier  has  boon  carved  in  relict  iicn-nie* racmi 

t Lacing  .Kmiliu*  Knlviami* 

on  the  face  ot  a projecting  rock.  tribune  of  the  1st  cohort  of  Vangionor* 

1 *'  ° [civets  tliif*]  willingly  dejKtrveilly  in  discharge  of  a v«jw. 

In  his  right  hand,  which  was  up- 
lifted, he  held  a bow  ; in  bis  left  he  carries  an  animal  which  looks  like 
a rabbit.  Until  recently  the  figure  was  complete,  but  to  discourage 
the  visits  of  curious  strangers  the  upper  part  was  wrenched  off  by 
ginijKiwdcr.  The  sculpture,  which  is  popularly  known  as  -i  Roll 


DEO  INVICTO 
HEIM  VI.I  $AU[H>  M] 

I#.  AILMII.[lVs]  BALVIAXVH 
TUI  II.  COD.  I.  VAXOI  U.VVM 
V.  ».  I,.  M. 

To  the  nncooquerod  god 
Hercules  Mcrcd 
Lucius  .ttmilin*  Salviann-* 
trihnne  "f  the  1st  cohort  of  Vangiono* 
[erects  th  if*]  willingly  deservedly  in  discharge  of  iv<r 
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of  ltisinglmm,”  was  originally  four  feet  high,  and  is  probably  a 
sepulchral  memorial.  It  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  cut,  the 
animal  on  the  left 
hand  being  separately 
drawn  upon  an  en- 
larged scale. 

C<  ffiCHESTER. — Fif- 
teen miles  south  of 
Risingliam,  along  the 
line  of  theWat- 
ling  Street,  is 
the  station  ot 
Corehester.  It 

lies  about  half  a mile  to  the  west  of  the  town  of  (Jorbridge.  It  is  believed 
to  be  identical  with  Cobstofitum,  the  station  which,  in  the  first  Iter  of 
Antonine,  follows  Habitaxcfm,  nt  a distance  of  twenty  miles.  The  site 
of  this  ancient  city  has  long  been  under  cultivation,  but  coins  and 
fragments  of  pottery  are  still  frequently  turned  up  by  the  plough.  In 
the  spring  of  18(51  the  foundations  of  a Roman  building  furnished  with 
a hypocaust  were  laid  bare,  but  as  seed  time  approached  they  wen* 
again  covered  up.  The  remains  of  the  bridge  by  which  the  Watling 
Street  crossed  the 
river,  are  still  to  lie 

niPF.itATo^nij 
M.  AV HE I.IO  AN[TOXISo] 
l'OT  EST  AT  I [§] 

To  the  Emperor 
Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus 
having*  the  trihunitian 
power. 

seen  in  front  of  the 
station  when  the 
water  is  low  and  clear.  The  tower  of  (Jorbridge  Church  is  entirely  com- 
posed of  Roman  stones,  and  several  other  buildings  are  greatly  indebted 
to  the  stones  of  the  station.  The  inscription  here  shown  is  built  into 
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the  front  wall  of  a house  at  the  east  eml  of  the  town ; the  bottom  and 
right  hand  portions  are  wanting;  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  show 

which  of  the 
Antonines  is  in- 
tended. A very 
finely  propor- 
tioned altar,  the 
inscription  of 
which  is  obliter- 
ated, for  a long 
time  formed  the 

pedestal  of  the  market  cross  at  Corbridge ; it  is  now  at  Newcastle.  The 
legionary  stone  here  figured  was  found  at  this  place  in  18a(>.  Hut  the 


LEOIo[.\It»j  VijiTMCI*] 
H'a]e  P[lI>ELIsj  VF.X  I l-I.ATln 

hkpe,[cit]. 

A vexillutiun  of  [the  sixth  Icjfion] 
victorious  pious  and  faithful 
rebuilt  [this". 


\rrAmi2 
BUM ON M 
K2UPA2J 
IIOYAXEP  M 
ANK0IIKEN 


Of  Astarte 
the  altar  me 
you  see. 
Pulcher  me 
dedicated. 


I1PAKAEI 

TTPIO 

AIOAUPA 


To  Hercules 
tlie  Tyrian 
Diodora 


APXIF.rEIA 


the  hijrh  priestess. 


most  remarkable  inscriptions  belonging  to  Corchester  are  the  two 
Greek  altars  figured  in  the  woodcuts.  The  inscription  on  each  of 
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these  altars  forms  an  hexameter  verse.  Astarte  is  the  Ashtorcth  of  the 
Scriptures,  the  Great  Goddess  of  the  Syrians,  the  Aphrodite  or  Venus 
of  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  In  her  sendee  impurity  was  demanded 
as  a religious  duty.  The  Tyrian  Hercules  was  probably  a male  personi- 
fication of  the  same  deity,  a counterpart  of  Baal  and  Osiris.  It  is  re- 
markable that  “the  abomination  of  the  Zidonians”  should  have  extended 
to  the  very  ends  of  the  earth.  Such  being  the  case,  we  can  hardly  fail  to 
perceive  that  the  onslaught  upon  the  Roman  empire  by  the  Germanic 
tribes  was  a blessing  to  humanity.  To  whatever  vices  the  northern 
hordes  were  subject,  the  marriage-tie  was  held  sacred  amongst  them, 
and  woman  was,  in  consequence,  treated  with  respect.1  The  altar  to 
Astarte  is  now  at  Netherbv,  that  to  Hercules  is  in  the  British  Museum. 


Sue,  i iiot  7 liu.be*  by  1 iw(  $ melai. 


One  of  the  most  remarkable  pieces  of  antiquity,  found  in  the  North 
of  England,  is  the  silver  lanx  or  dish  shown  in  the  annexed  engraving. 


1 “ Vice  is  not  treated  by  the  Germans  as  a subject  of  raillery,  nor  is  the  nroflijnicv  of  cor- 
rupting and  being  corrupted  called  the  fiishion  of  the  age.” — Tacitus,  Germ.,  Chap.  XfX. 
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It  scorns  originally  to  have  been  supported  upon  short  feet,  but  these 
are  now  removed.  It  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land. There  is  an  electro-type  facsimile  of  it  in  the  museum  at  New- 
castle, the  gift  of  the  late  Duke  of  Northumberland,  long  the  munificent 
patron  of  the  society  there.  The  principal  figures  on  the  lanx  are 
Diana,  Minerva,  Juno,  Vesta,  and  Apollo.  No  explanation  of  its 
mythology,  that  is  entirely  satisfactory,  has  yet  been  given.1 

Two  other  pieces  of  Roman  plate  have  been  found  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood ; one  a bason,  weighing  twenty  ounces,  ornamented  with 
foliage,  and  bearing  the  Christian  monogram  ; this  valuable  relic  seems 

to  have  been  speedily  committed  to  the 
melting-pot ; the  other  was  a small  two- 
handled  vase.  A beautiful  gold  ring,  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, was  likewise  found  at  Corbridge. 
These  tokens  of  wealth  and  luxury  are 
unusual  in  the  region  of  the  Wall.  The 
station  of  CoitsToriTUM  is  situated  on  a sunny 
knoll  in  a peculiarly  fertile  district.  It  is 
protected  on  the  north  by  the  Wall,  and  on 
the  south  bv  the  broad  expanse  of  the  Tyne. 
Here,  therefore,  if  anywhere  in  Northum- 
berland, might  those  who  had  leisure  and 
wealth  find  a secure  retreat. 

Besides  the  Watling  Street,  branch- 
roads  gave  facilities  of  access  to  Coreliestor, 
and  connected  that  camp  with  Dilston. 
Hexham,  and  other  places  in  the  vicinity.' 
A funereal  monument,  built  into  one  of  the  walls  at  Dilston  Hall,  is 
shown  in  the  woodcut.  It  may  have  been  brought  from  Corbridge,  but 
it  is  more  probable  that  it  was  found  upon  the  spot.  rl  he  figure  is  that 

l*lUe  opinions  of  the  earlier  writers*  ujmhi  the  subject  have  been  collected  by  Mr.  John 
Ken  wick,  in  a tract  entitled  “ Treasure  Trove  in  Northu  miser  land  the  nm«t  recent  notices  are  those 
of  Mr.  Wav,  in  the  Journal  of  the  Archaudojrical  Institute,  \ ol.  WIL,  |».  2(11^  and  of  Lord 
Kavensworth.  in  the  Archxolofria  /Kliaua,  \ ol.  \ I.,  p.  1011,  iN.S. 

* Mr.  Me  Luu  eh  Ian  describes  a road  which  joins  the  Watling  Street  at  Corbridge,  from  the 
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of  a female ; she  has  taken  her  last  meal,  and  is  on  the  point  of  setting 
out  on  her  long  and  final  journey.  It  was  usual  to  bury  by  the  way- 
side  in  the  vicinity  of  cities. 

Hexham. — Though  not  upon  the  line  of  the  Watling  Street, 
Hexham,  without  any  doubt,  had  communication  by  road  both  with 
Cill'RSUM  and  Gorstopitum.  The  situation  of  Hexham  has  all  the 
characteristics  which  the  Romans  sought  for  in  fixing  upon  the  site 
of  a camp.  That  they  had  a station  here  is  rendered  probable  by 
the  grandeur  of  the  place  in  Saxon 
days ; and  almost  certain  by  the 
Roman  relies  which  have  in  recent 
times  been  found  in  it.*  Stukeley, 
who  had  a keen  and  well  practised 
eye,  says : — “ This  town  was  un- 
doubtedly Roman.  We  judged  the 
castrum  was  where  the  castellated 
building  now  stands,  east  of  the 
market  place,  which  is  on  the  brow 
of  the  hill,  and  has  a good  prospect.” 

Here  St.  Wilfrid,  between  the  years 
(574-078,  built  a church  and  monas- 
ter}' after  the  Roman  manner,  which 
was  long  considered  the  wonder  of 
the  age.  The  crypt  of  his  church  alone  remains,  and  it  possesses 
several  peculiarities  of  a marked  character.  The  only  crypt  in  England 
which  resembles  it  is  that  at  Ripon.  The  woodcut  represents  one  of 
its  chambers.  The  Rev.  James  Raine,  in  his  important  volumes  re- 
lating to  the  Priory  of  Hexham,  published  by  the  Surtees  Society,  states 


south-east.  lie  snvs : — “ It  would  swn  to  have  pone  iu  the  direction  of  Dilston  Hull,  thence  to 
cross  the  Devil's  \Vater  at  Dilston  Mill,  where  we  find  a pier  of  an  ancient  bridge  still  standing." 
— Memoir,  p.  20.  “ In  Horsley’s  map  a wav  is  marked  from  Portgnte,  through  Hexham,  by 

Allendale  town  and  Ninebanks  Church  to  Alston." — Hodgson,  Pt.  II.,  Vol.  III.,  page  244  n. 

* See  a brief  paper  upon  this  subject  by  the  present  writer  in  the  Arelurologia  .Kliansi, 
Vol.  V.,  p.  144,  N.S.  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  the  Roman  stones  now'  in  Hexham  have  been 
brought  from  Corbridge,  a distance  of  four  miles,  there  being  excellent  (pinnies  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  which  have  evidently  been  wrought  in  undent  times. 
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CARVED  STONES  IN  HEXHAM  CltYlT.. 


his  belief  that  other  passages  besides  those  already  known  may  be  dis- 
covered, and  adds,  “One  great  reason  for  all  this  labour  was  that  the 
church  might  effectually  shelter  its  inmates  in  the  time  of  danger,  and 
that  the  treasures  and  relics  might  be  safely  stowed  away.  It  is  certain 
also  that  these  subterranean  chambers  were  used  as  oratories  for  secret 
and  solitary  devotion.”  The  crypt  is  almost  entirely  composed  of  stones 
fashioned  by  Itomnn  hands,  and  taken  from  some  pre-existing  building. 

One,  which  is  used  in  an  arched 
passage,  has  evidently  borne  an 
inscription  of  considerable  impor- 
tance. The  letters  which  remain 
are  well  formed,  but  nothing  can 
be  made  of  them.  Many  exhibit 
the  peculiar  “broaching,”  shown 
in  the  example  here  figured,  so  frequently  met  with  in  the  fortresses  on 

the  Watling  Street,  which  under- 
went restoration  in  the  time  of 
Sevorus.  Others  exhibit  the 
germs  of  those  mouldings  which 
became  fully  developed  in  the 
Norman  and  Early  English  styles 
of  architecture.  Two  examples 
of  this  kind  arc  here  shown.  But  the  most  interesting  stone  in  the 

crypt  is  one  which  is  inserted 
in  the  headway  of  one  of  its 
passages.  Gale  and  Stukeley 
called  attention  to  it  in  1 72(5. 
As  this  was  the  first  stone 
found  in  the  mural  region 
which  recorded  the  name  of 
Sevorus,  its  discovery  was  justly  regarded  as  very  important,  especially 
by  those  who  ascribed  the  building  of  the  Wall  to  that  emperor.  Alex- 
ander Gordon,  in  the  joy  of  his  heart,  denominates  it  “ a very  precious 
jewel  of  antiquity,”  and  conjectures,  though  without  authority,  that  it 
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liad  been  brought  from  the  Wall.  It  lias  had  a raised  moulding,  but 
this  has  been  chipped  oft'  by  the  builders  of  the  crypt.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  portions 
of  the  fourth  and  fifth  lines 
which  have  been  obliter- 
ated contained  the  name 
of  Publius  Septimius  Gcta. 

Considerable  obscurity  at- 
tends the  interpretation  of 
the  latter  part  of  the  in- 
scription. Perhaps  it  may 
be  well  for  the  present  to 
lie  satisfied  with  the  fact 
to  which  the  tablet  hears 
undoubted  testimony,  that 


INPlKHATOH  CAK*[Allj  L[VCIV*]  HKI»  TIM1V* 
PKIITI NAX  ET  IMPlEHATOll]  C AESAR  MAHCVS' 
AVK  KLIVS]  ANTONISVfs  P1VS  AVOVST] 

VS 

[ro  IIORTK  $ kt] 

VEXILl.ATIONK*] 

FECERVNT VIA*  (?) 


The  emperor  (\esur  Lucius  Septimius 
Pertinux  and  tlie  emjieror  Cu^ur  Marcus 
Aurelius  Antoninus  pious  auprust 

uml 

the  cohorts  und 

vexillatious 
made  .... 


during  the  time  that  Severus  and  his  two  sons  were  emperors,  works  of 
importance  were  prosecuted  in  Hexham. 

Two  inscribed  stones,  taken  from  buildings  recently  demolished, 
have  been  rescued  by  the  vigilance  of  Mr.  Fairless,  of  Hexham,  a kind- 


1NSTAXTE 
CL.  MY<ifN(o] 

LLii(  lOMs]  VI.  V. 

Un tier  tin-  "Oipcrintcmlciicc 
of  Flavius  Hyiriii  us  (centurion  J.’ 

•if  the  VI.  IrgioD  the  victorious. 

MM,  10  litCMi  OJ  7 Uttt«a. 

hearted  and  entlmsiastie  antiquary,  to 
whom  the  author  is  under  great  obligations.  One  of  them  affords 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  the  sixth  legion  in  Hexham  ; the  other  is 
too  fragmentary  to  yield  us  any  special  information,  hut  it  helps  to 
swell  the  evidence  in  favour  of  Hexham  I wing  a Homan  post.  We 

\ x 
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have  no  record  of  its  Roman  name.  Camden,  guided  chiefly  hy  tlic 
sound  of  the  word,  conjectuivd  it  to  be  Axi:i,oi>i'm:m,  which  we  now 
know  must  have  been  situated  near  the  western  extremity  of  the  Wall. 
Horsley  thinks  it  may  have  been  Ptolemy's  Eimaactji. 

Eitcni„sii:n.— 1 The  first  station  south  of  the  Tyne,  upon  the  line  of 
the  Watling  Street,  is  Kbchester,  which  is  ten  miles  distant  from  Cor- 
chcster.  The  walls  of  the  station  are  taken  down,  but  their  foundations 
may  be  traced.  The  parish  church,  built  of  Roman  stones,  stands  within 
it,  near  its  south-west  corner.  The  north  rampart  of  the  station  has 
stood  upon  a bold  escarpment,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  river  Derwent 
flows.  At  a short  distance  from  its  western  rampart  is  a valley,  tra- 
versed by  a streamlet,  which  would,  on  that  side,  add  materially  to 
the  strength  of  the  position.  The  Roman  way  has  probably  gone  along 
this  side  of  the  station,  though  the  traces  of  its  course  are  now  obliterated. 
The  modern  turnpike  road,  between  Newcastle  and  Khotley  Bridge, 
crosses  the  station  from  cast  to  west,  probably  on  the  very  line  of  its  “ Via 

{miner]-  (?) 
v,t;  i vi.,  ofr'ma] 

K VS  ACTA  l*[  I VS]  s 

ii.  nit.  &r[ittonvm! (?) 

AN  TOM  MAN, e] 

V.  8.  LL.  M. 

To  Miner- 
va Julius  Genoa - 
uits  actarius  of  the 
urth  cohort  of  Brittone* 

[styled]  Antouiuijina 
[dedicates  this,  Ac. 


also  the  cohort  named  on  the  fragment  of  tile  here  shown,  which  was 

1 Horsley  was  uncertain  where  it  came  from,  hut  places  it  nmicr  the  head  of  Carvoran.  Mr. 
Gale  inserted  the  following’  MS.  note  in  hi*  copy  of  'Horsley,  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Itnarli 
Smith  This  imperfect  stone  (lxxvi.  N.)  was  taken  out  of  a wall  ol  a barn  at  Ebehesterbv 
the  direction  of  the  ilonble.  and  Rer.  Dr.  Mootajpir,  l>eun  of  Durham,  to  he  preserved  in  the 
library  of  Durham.” 

“More  frequently  Actunriuf*,  tin*  derk  of  the  commissariut,  store-keeper. 


Principalis.”  The  area  of 
the  station  is  about  four 
acres;  Viniiomoka  is  the 
name  Horsley  gives  it. 

The  ill-used  altar 
shown  in  the  woodcut  be- 
longs to  tliis  station.1  It 


cohort  named  on  it,  and 
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ton  ml  in  this  station,  consisted  probably  of  Brittones'  or  Breuci.  Native 
Britons  were  usually  sent  to  do  battle  for  tlieir  masters  in  distant  parts.’ 
A few  sculptured  stones,  built  into  adjacent  walls,  give  additional 
interest  to  a visit  to  Ebcliester. 

Laxciiesteb. — Six  miles  and  a half  south  of  Ebchester  is  the  im- 
portant Roman  station  of  Lanchester.  It  occupies  a lofty  brow,  to  the 
west  of  the  village,  on  a tongue  of  land  formed  by  the  junction  of  the 
river  Browney  with  a feeder  of  the  Smallhope  Beck.  The  station  is  a 
large  one,  containing  about  six  acres.  The  walls  may  be  distinguished 
on  all  sides.  The  south  wall,  though  deprived  of  its  facing  stones, 
stands  eight  feet  high,  and  shows  nine  courses  of  thin  rubble  stones, 
arranged  edgewise,  in  a leaning  direction.  A layer  of  very  rough 
mortar  has  been  thrown  on  each  course  of  stones  after  they  had  been 
placed  in  their  bed.  The  apertures  of  the  east  and  west  gateways  are 
discernible.  The  stone  which  is  here  figured  may.  from  its  size  and 


ku,  4 frtl  6 adlo  b;  1 tat. 


form,  be  supposed  to  have  been  affixed  to  one  of  these  portals.  Two 
Victories  support  a wreath,  within  which  is  an  inscription  that  ascribes 
the  erection  of  the  structure  to  the  twentieth  legion,  the  Valerian  and 
victorious ; the  boar,  the  badge  of  the  legion,  is  not  forgotten. 


1 It  is  uncertain  from  what  part  of  the  continent  the  Brit  tones  came.  That  they  are  nut 
identical  with  the  Britons  is  rendered  certain  bv  the  Inert  that  u cohort  of  Brittones  and  u cohort 
of  Britons  are  both  mentioned  on  a rescript  issued  by  the  Emperor  Domitian.  Ileuzeii,  No.  oPIO. 

* 44  The  first  cohort  of  the  Britons,  in  the  reigns  of  Titus  and  Domitian,  was  stationed  in 
Pan  non  in.  In  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius  it  appear*  among1  the  auxiliary  troop*  distributed  in 

Egypt  and  Cvrenaicn A sixth  cohort,  appears  to  have  served  under  Trajan  in  the 

Dacian  war*/ — Mr.  Poach  Smiths  Illustrations  of  Komuii  London,  ]>. 
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Near  the  south-east  corner  of  the  station,  some  buildings,  exhibiting 
several  courses  of  peculiarly  ' solid  masonry,  were  recently  uncovered ; 
hut  stone  being  wanted  for  a neighbouring  mansion,  they  were  removed. 
The  remains  of  what  is  supposed  to  have  been  part  of  the  Pnetorium 

may  still  be  seen  in  the  interior 
of  the  station,  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  the  north  rampart. 
The  stone  which  is  here  repre- 
sented, and  is  now  in  the 
library  of  the  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter, at  Durham,  was  probably 
derived  from  this  part  of  the 
camp.  Gordian  III.,  during 
whose  reign  these  important 


iiH,  2 ket  10  me  to  in  i iwt  1 1 iacbc»- 


IMP.  C.ESAH  M.  ASTOMVS 
OORDIANTS  P I Vs]  V KI.IX  A V li. 
PHI  NCI  IMA  KT  AIIMAMKN- 
T A 111  A CUM.  A PSA  IlKSTITV- 
IT  PKII  MARCILIVU  FVSCVSI  I.KO. 
A VO.  PH.  PH.  CVIIAXTK  M.  AVR. 

I 111  .VO  PR.  COH.  I.  L I NO  . OOK. 


The  Kinjieror  (\esnr  Marcus  Antonin* 
(ionliunii*  plow  hnppv  nuirust 
tin*  officers*  barracks  ami  arsenals 
that  hail  fallen  clown  restored 
hv  Mieciliiis  Fusciis  impennl 
legate  and  proprietor  under  the  direction  i >f  M u reus  A urel i us 
(^uiriniu  prefect  of  the  1st  cohort  ot  Linjrones  the  Gorduiu. 


restorations  were  made,  wore  the  purple  from  a.d.  238  to  a.d.  244. 

Without  dealing  unduly  in  conjecture,  it 
may  readily  be  imagined  that  the  sculptured 
slab  and  the  inscribed  stone,  here  drawn. 


liKKIU  ■ •HAKTuHIIIJ 
CL.  Kl'AI'll  HODITVS 
ILAVOUKVI 
THIUVXY3  t O HO  ICTIsj 
t.  LING  OXVMJ  V.L.l’.M. 


To  tlie  genius  of  the  pr.etoriuni 
( 'laud i us  Kpa; ill rodi t its 
Chuidianus 

tribune  of  cohort  the  first 

of  the  Linjroncs  erected  this  willingly  in  discharjpp  of  a vow. 
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belonged  to  this  part  of  the  station,  and  added  to  its  decoration  anil 
its  sac-redness.  The  figure  in  has- relief  represents  a genius,  prohahlv 
the  guardian  deity  of  the  c-arap  or  the  pnetorium.  sacrificing  to  the 
higher  powers  ; the  inserihed  stone  forms  a base  on  which  the  sculptured 
slab  may  be  supposed  to  have  rested.  The  slab  is  now  in  the  museum 
at  Chesters  ; the  inscribed  stone  is  in  the  library  at  Durham. 

Though  there  are  some  good  springs  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  station,  two  ai pa-ducts  have  brought  water  into  it  from  a distance 
of  upwards  of  two  miles.  These  water-courses  are  not  now  in  existence, 
but  they  have  been  minutely  described  by  Mr.  Hodgson  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  Arclueologia  /Eliana,  O.S. 

The  mouth  of  a drain  of  carefully  constructed  masonry  is  to  be 
seen  on  the  outside  of  the  south-east  angle  of  the  station.  It  has 
probably  been  intended  to  carry  off  the  waste  water  of  the  camp. 

On  the  slope  of  the  hill,  leading  from  the  station  to  the  village, 
an*  the  remains  of  what  must  once  have  been  an  important  range  of 
buildings.  It  is  „ — ^ 


to  these  pro- 
bablv  that  the  »| 
accompanying  ^ 
inscription  re- 
fers  ; it  “was 
found  an  him- 
dred  yards  east  f ?•, 
from  the  fort."  J 
A station  which  ! a p 
recpiired  the  re-  M | 
edification  of  v-i.  • 


m MHr 


/mm 


•13,1  V A 
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imp.  caebar  si.  axt.  gordia-  The  Emperor  Marcus  Antonin.?  Gordin* 

nvs  p.f.  Ava.  halntvm  cvm  nus  pious  hnm*y  august.  flip  hath  together  with 

bamlica  a solo  i s st b v x i t , ,MS,hf  ' ,,rom  r'  ,ir,'<l  , 

bv  hprnmtiufl  Lucilmnus  imperial  legate  unci 

per  eon.  lvcilianvm  leo.  a\o.  propnetor  under  tin*  tU(wrintffldpnM  of  M.  Aurelius 
tjviHiNO  pr[ajep.  coii.  l.  t.  iNoj.  oor.  Quirinu*  prefect  of  the  1st  cohort  of  Lingones  the  Gordian. 


SVB  P.F.  AVO.  HALNTVM  CVM 
BASILICA  A SOLO  ISSTIUXIT 


PER  EON.  LVCILIANVM  LEO.  AVO. 


‘The  “basilic®"  of  the  Koimm?  were  buildings  which  combined  tbpurpoNv  of  the  courts 
of  justice  nnd  the  public  exchanges  of  the  present  day.  On  the  establishment  of  Christianity 
they  were  mlopteti  an  cathedrals. 
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its  principal  buildings  in  the  time  of  Gordian  must  have  been  in 
existence  for  a I one  period;  and  one  which  lmil  a bath,  a basilica,  and 
an  arsenal,  must  have  been  a place  of  considerable  importance. 

The  inscriptions  we  have  examined  seem  to  point  to  another 
fact — the  connection  subsisting  between  Bremenicm  and  the  station  at 
Laiichcstcr.  At  both  places  we  find  a record  of  the  first  cohort  of 
Litigones,  page  17.  and  at  both  places  the  name  of  Hgnatius  Lueilianus. 
the  imperial  legate,  is  inscribed  upon  its  tablets,  page  ,‘i  1 •”).  AVe  have 
still  farther  evidence  of  this  connection.  The  first  cohort  of  the  Yar- 

dtili  have  left  abundant  proofs  of  their 
residence  at  Bkkmenu  m,  pages  320-32<i. 
This  cohort  has  also  erected  an-  altar 


XVM  ISIlIVs]  AVllYSTl;  HT 
QENIo]  cou.  I.  P[lDAF. 

VABDVLLORVJt 

C[iV1VM)  KUiMANOKV.m]  K<*.  (X)  8YB  AM- 
TI8TKO  ADVBK- 

to  leo[ato]  avo[vstaliJ  PK,  P 11  . 

F.  TITIAKV8  THIBjVXVs] 

|,[08V1T]  . . 

To  flip  deities  of  Augustus  and 
the  fii'uius  of  the  first  cohort  the  faithful 
of  the  Varduli  consisting  of 
Hotnnn  citizens,  Imvinjrrnvnlry,  u thousand  strong^under 
the  auspices  of  Antistius  Adventus 
imperial  legate  and  proprietor 
Flavius  Titianius  the  tribune 
erected  [this  altar.) 

at  Laneliester,  which,  as  it  supplies  us 
with  the  name  of  an  imperial  legate, 
must  be  represented  here.  This  altar  is  now  in  the  portico  at  C hesters.1 


■Dr  MeCaul  in  the  Canani, in  Journal  for  Se^eralier.  1SI15,  elves  tins  itis<r.|.tion  ami 
am  persuaded  this  stone  was  nut  f.mnd  id  Enjrlund : tr.an  Orelli,  -V>.  Ik,  u,  we  learn 
that  C.  Antistius  Adventus  was  lejmte  iu  ( lennanv."  l)r  Met  aid  on  tins  occasion  certainly  errs 
la  a l,.,ter  to  Royer  tiale,  dated  17th  Mav,  l*iW,  Dr.  Hauler,  ..t  Durham,  savs  it  was  loan, 
lately  at  Laneliester,  within  the  ancient  fortiticr.tiiin,  having  its  bottom  broken  ott.  ami  the  initial 
letters  of  the  last  two  lines."  He  farther  states,  it  was  to  lie  taken  to  (.reel. emit.  Hnfclnnson  . 
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An  altar,  found  at  this  place,  presents  the  peculiarity  of  having 
the  Latin  inscription  on  the  face  of  it  repeated  in  Greek  on  the  back. 


[jescvla]-  (?) 
no 

T.  FL.  TITIAN  VS 
TIU B. 

V.  8.  LL.  M. 

To  .1'scuIm- 
pius 

Til  us  l'iu  v ius  Titian  us 
tribune 

discharges  n vow,  Ac. 

!iM,  I foat  t inrbci  by  f &»-t. 


Though  many  coins  imve  been  found  here,  few  have  been  placed 
on  record.  In  a brief  catalogue,  given  bv  Mr.  Hodgson,'  the  following 
occur  : — Trajan,  Caraealla,  Geta,  Elagabalus,  Julia  M;esa,  Severus  Alex- 
ander. Orbiana,  I’ostmnus,  Victorinas,  Constantine,  and  Magnentius. 

The  Witling  Street  has  been  obliterated  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  station,  but  it  is  believed  to  have  passed  it  on  its  east  side.  At 
a little  distance  it  may  be  traced  with  considerable  distinctness."  Other 
roads  have  been  described,  which  led  from  Lanehestcr  to  Chester-le- 
Street,  Shields  La  we.  and  Newcastle." 

In  draining  the  valley  to  the  north  of  the  station,  in  the  year  1840, 
numerous  fragments  of  Roman  sandals,  mingled  with  human  bones. 


Durham,  Vot.  II.,  p.  304.  llrHltrson,  whose  residence  at  Lunchester  made  him  jieeuliurh*  familiar 
with  its  antiquities,  quotes  this  passage  ami  say* : — “ It  is  yet  at  Orwncroft,’’  I’oems,  p.  1W.  It 
was  removed  from  <»reencroft  to  Chesters  two  years  ago. 

! Lon  go  victim : a Vision,  p.  100  u.  The  note*  to  this  unpretending  work  contain  much 
ini]Nirtaut  information  respecting  Homan  Lanchester. 

" Mr.  Hodgson,  writing  in  1807,  says **Thc  Watling  Street  is  ns  visible  ns  on  the  day  it 
was  made  on  the  hill  westward  of  Uninstalls  and  at  Heugh.  . . In  some  places  it  is  paved,  in 

others  iorined  by  a high  rhlgc  of  earth  covered  with  gravel,  and  in  generul  it  has  a ditch  on  each 
P««nw,  p.  i>4  n. 

* Mr.  McJ*auchlnn*s  Memoir,  p.  14.  Mr.  Lon  jr-tu  tie's  Durham  before  the  Conquest,  p 0? 
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Hire  «»f  the  tile*  forming  the  lwu*o  and  the  capital  of  the  pillars,  twelve  Incite*  wjiiare  by  about  two  incite*  ami  three-quarter*  thick. 
Si/c  of  the  tile*  fufiiiinu*  the  floor  which  rest*  upon  the  pillar-,  ctitcen  inchc-  square  by  altnut  three  inches  thick. 
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were  found  deeply  imbedded  in  the  l>og.  In  one  ease  a sandal,  nearlv 
perfect,  invested  the  undisturbed  remains  of  a human  foot.  It  would 
seem  probable  that  some  bloody  skirmish  had  taken  place  here,  and 
that  the  bodies  of  the  slain  laid  been  interred  as  they  fell. 

The  surrounding  moor  abounds  in  ironstone.  Of  this  the  Romans 
appear  to  have  availed  themselves,  for  enormous  heaps  of  slag,  of  ancient 
production,  have  been  found  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Horsley  considers  Lanchester  to  be  the  Gi.annihanta  of  the  Xotitia, 
and  the  Glanoventa  of  the  tenth  Antonine  Iter.  Camden  supposed  it 
to  be  the  Longovicum  of  the  Xotitia,  and  in  this  opinion  he  is  supported 
by  Hodgson  and  others. 

Binctiesteb. — Following  the  Watling  Street  for  about  twelve  miles 
and  a half  south  of  Lanchester,  we  come  to  the  station  of  Binchester. 
This,  according  to  Horsley,  is  the  Vixovnra  of  the  Antonine  Itinerary, 
and  the  Bixovhm  of  Ptolemy;  an  opinion  in  which  Hodgson  concurs." 
Binchester  stands  upon  a peculiarly  bold  headland,  and  is  protected  on 
the  south  and  east  by  the  tortuous  course  of  the  river  Wear.  The 
north  and  the  east  ramparts  of  the  station  may  be  traced,  and  from 
them  it  has  been  concluded  that  the  camp  contained  an  area  of  about 
seven  acres.  The  chief  feature  of  the  station,  as  it  exists  at  present,  is 
the  hypocaust,  which  is  represented  on  the  opposite  page.  The  pillars 
which  support  the  floor  are  unusually  light  in  their  proportion,  and  are 
composed  of  Roman  tiles.  Many  of  the  tiles  bear  a stamp  which, 
though  somewhat  involved,  is  supposed  to  be  linqon[es.]  The  arches 
leading  into  the  hypocaust  have  been  turned  with  Roman  tiles ; the 
casing  of  the  central  arch  has  been  torn  down. 

Piebse  Bridge. — We  meet  with  one  other  Roman  station  in  the 
ancient  kingdom  of  Xorthumbria,  Picrsc  Bridge,  which  stands  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  river  Tees.  Enough  of  its  ramparts  remain  to  show 
its  size  and  form.  It  contains  an  area  of  about  eight  acres  and  three 
quarters,  a size  which  lends  countenance  to  the  opinion  entertained  both 
by  Horsley  and  Hodgson,  that  it  is  the  Magis  of  the  Xotitia. 


1 See  nko  Collectanea  Antitnio.  Vol.  IV.,  p.  121).  In  this  paper  Mr.  Koach  Smith  give#  an 
account  of  a visit  puid  bv  him  to  tlie  ntation»  on  the  Watling'  Street. 


v v 
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UEWCASTI.E  AM)  WIIITLEY  CASTLE. 


We  again  revert  to  the  region  north  of  the  Wall  for  the  purpose 
of  hastily  examining  the  camps  on  the  Maiden  Way. 

STATIONS  ON  THE  MAIDEN  WAY. 

Bkwoastle. — The  position  occupied  by  the  station  of  Bewcnstle  is 
one  that  is  peculiarly  Roman  in  its  character.  Though  placed  in  the 
bottom  of  a basin  formed  by  a circular  range  of  bleak  and  lofty  hills, 
it  yet  occupies  a platform  of  its  own,  which  is  slightly  elevated  above 
the  rivulet  that  washes  its  southern  ramparts  and  traverses  the  valley. 
The  lithographic  view  on  the  opposite  page  is  taken  from  a point  on  the 
road  south  of  the  camp.  Unlike  other  stations  which  we  have  examined, 
this  appears  to  be  six-sided.  Its  Roman  name  is  not  known.  Horsley, 
on  assumptions  which  we  now  know  to  be  erroneous,  conceived  it  to  W 
Al’iATORiL'M ; Hodgson  conjectured  it  to  be  Banna.  Within  the  station 
are  the  remains  of  a cheerless  border  castle,  composed  of  Roman  stones ; 
and  in  the  churchyard,  which  also  is  embraced  by  the  ramparts  of  the 
fort,  is  the  famous  runic  cross,  the  inscription  on  which,  after  having 
long  baffled  the  inquiries  of  critics,  has  at  length  yielded  to  the  scholar- 
ship of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Haigh.' 

Two  important  inscriptions  have  been  described  as  belonging  to 
this  station.  One  of  them,  which  Camden  saw  used  as  a gravestone, 
bore  the  name  of  the  second  legion  the  august ; the  other,  which  Horsley 
describes  as  fulfilling  the  same  office,  consisted  of  a dedication  to  Hadrian 
by  the  second  and  twentieth  legions,  acting  under  Licinius  Prisons, 
imperial  legate  and  propragor.  These  stones  are  not  now  in  existence. 

Whitley  Castle  is  the  modem  name  of  another  outpost  which  is 
situated  on  the  Maiden  Way,  as  far  south  of  the  Wall  as  Beweastle  is 
north  of  it.  An  imperfect  inscription  found  here,  and  described  by 
Camden  and  Horsley,  commemorates  the  dedication  of  a temple  to 
Caracalla,  in  his  fourth  consulship,  by  the  third  cohort  of  the  Nervii. 
As  the  Nothin  places  the  third  cohort  of  the  Nervii  at  Alionis,  it  is  con- 
ceived by  many  that  such  may  have  been  the  ancient  designation  of  the 
camp  at  Whitley  Castle.'  The  station  stands  upon  the  gently  inclining 

1 Ardiu-olojriii  .Eliiina,  Yul.  IM  p.  140,  N.S. 

This  position  Mr.  Hudson  I limit*  strongly  disputes. — Arch.  .El.,  Yul.  IY.,  p.  115,  O.S. 
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side  of  a hill,  uliout  two  miles  north  of  the  town  of  Alston  ; the  form 
of  the  rump  is  that  of  a trapezoid.  Its  walls  have  probably  consisted 
of  masonry,  and  these  have  been  protected  by  earthworks  of  unusual 
strength.  On  the  western  side, 
which  is  the  most  exposed, 
there  are  seven  ditches  with 
corresponding  aggers,  and  on 
the  north  four.  The  Maiden 
Way  passes  by  the  east  side 
of  the  station.  In  various 
[»arts  of  its  course  heaps  of 
lead,  as  well  as  iron  slag,  are 
found  lying  by  its  side  ; these 
are  ascribed  to  the  Romans. 

An  altar,  found  within  the 
station,  is  preserved  in  the 
neighbouring  farm-house.  It 
possesses  the  peculiarity  of 
having  its  capital  carved  on 
all  four  sides.  The  inscription 
is  defaced,  but  the  sculptures 

on  the  capital  lead  to  the  yaw., . ...v, 

supposition  that  it  was  dedicated  to  the  Sun,  or  Mithras,  or  Apollo. 


STATIONS  NORTH  OF  THE  WESTERN  EXTREMITY  OF  THE  WALL. 

Nktiif.riiy.  The  camp,  within  whose  area  is  the  castellated  seat  of 
Sir  Frederick  ITriek  Graham,  baronet,  would  prove  a powerful  barrier 
in  repelling  invasion  from  the  district  which  is  now  traversed  by  the 
Scottish  border  line.  The  ramparts  and  fosse  of  the  station  are  now 
obliterated;  but  Stukeley,  who  visited  it  in  1725.  had  no  difficulty  in 
detecting  its  site  ; he  says: — 

“ The  foundations  of  the  Roman  east  rum  at  Xethcrby  appear  round  the  house  or 
present  castle ; it  stood  on  an  eminence  near  the  river.  Many  antiquities  are  here  du^ 

up  every  day.  The  foundations*  of  houses  and  the  streets  arc  visible V little 

lower  down  has  been  some  monumental  edifice,  or  burial  place,  where  they  find  many 
urns  and  sepulchrnl  antiquities.” — Iter  Ilorenle,  58. 
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The  picture  which  he  draws  of  the  surrounding  country  is  far  from  being 
hrillinnt ; he  would  depict  a very  different  scene  were  he  writing  now. 

“ This  valley  by  the  river  ride  i*  very  good  land,  with  pome  shadow  of  nature’* 
beautiful  face  left:  but  every  where  else  a Unit  us  is  the  most  melancholy,  dreary  view  I 
over  beheld,  and  as  the  back-door  of  creation ; here  and  there  a castellated  house  by  the 
river,  whither  at  night  the  cattle  are  all  driven  for  security  from  the  borderer*.  As  for 
the  houses  of  the  cottagers,  they  are  mean  beyond  imagination ; made  of  mud,  and  thatched 
with  turf,  without  windows,  only  oil©  story;  the  people  almost  naked.” 


The  Romans  who  planted  themselves  here  must  have  had  stout  hearts. 
Often,  however,  would  the  Spaniards,  who  for  some  time  garrisoned  the 
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IMP.  CAES.  M.  AVKKLIO 
PEVKRo  ALEXANDRA  Pit)  TEL.  A VO. 
fOKT.  MAXIMO  POT.  cos.  P.P. 

(COM.  L ABU 

HIPPAKOBTM  (X)  EQ.  DEVOTA  XVMINI 
MAtESTATtQVE  BITS  BASILIC  AM 
RQVSmal  EX EBC IT  ATOKI A M 
1AMPRIDKM  A SOLO  CO  KPT  AM 
AEDIFICAVIT  COXSVMMAVITgVE 
SVIl  CVkA  M Aftlfl ] VALERIA XI  LEO. 

A TO.  PR. I'll.  1NSTAXTE  M.  AVkKLlO 
SALVIO  TRIM.  COH.  IMP.  !>[r>MISo]  X[OSTfto] 
HEVBRO  ALEXANDRA  Pin  PEUId] 
AVC[VSTO]  CXt[x]f[VLB.J 


t*.“  10  iadkei  by  i f.ct  8 inrim. 

To  the  Kmpcmr  Qcsar  Marctu  Aurelius 
Several  Alexander,  pious,  happy,  aupwt, 
eh ief- priest,  having  the  trihunitian  power,  consul,  father  of  bis 
[country.  The  rir*t  r>>Um  the 

of  Spaniard*,  a thousand strong, provided  witbborsc, devoted  t«*  hi* 
anil  tn«ji-.<y.  tins  basilica  [deity 

for  escrcuing  horsaa, 
long  ago  from  the  ground  commenced, 
built  nml  completed, 

b_v  direction  of  Marion  Valeri AOu*  imperial 
legato  and  proprietor  and  under  the  inspection  of  Mar.  Aurelius 
Salvias  trilmne  of  the  cohort  the  emperor  our  lord 
governs  Alexander,  pious,  happy, 
august,  taring  consul. 


Digitized  by  Google 


the  roiious  \t: i:\wxa. 


.’!o7 

fort,  Inn,';  for  the  sunny  skins  and  tlio  advanced  civilization  which  thev 
had  deft  hchind  them,  probablv  for  ever. 

The  inscriptions  found  here  are  very  numerous  and  very  important. 
Camden  records  a stone  containing  a dedication  by  the  second  legion 
to  Hadrian.  This  inscription,  which  is  now  lost,  is  sufficient  to  assure 
us  that  the  fort  was  in  existence  about  the  year  120.  The  large  slab 
which  is  figured  opposite,  and  which  is  preserved  upon  the  spot,  affords 
evidence  that  the  buildings  of  the  station  were  effectually  maintained 
a century  afterwards.  This  inscription  is  of  the  date  a.i>.  222.  The 
consuls  for  that  year  were  Elagabalus,  for 
the  fourth  time,  and  Alexander.  As 
Alexander  alone  is  mentioned  upon  the 
slab,  it  is  probable  that  the  dedication  did 
not  take  place  until  after  the  assassination 
of  Elagabalus,  an  event  which  took  place 

dfo  To  the  gvd 

8AKCTO  the  holy 

COCIMO  Cucidina 

fATKKXlVH  Patcmiiir* 

maters’ vk  Hat  exnus 

niBVXVft  c*(»h.  tribune  o I the  fin* 

l.  ni:rvan[a  jt:  cohort  [styled]  Xcrvana 

lx  evoCato  n veteran 

pautiso  of  the  body  guard 

v.  is.  l,  at.  devotes  [this  altar.)  Aec. 

early  in  the  year.  The  first  cohort  of 
Spaniards  were  in  Britain  in  the  time  of 
Trajan.  One  memorial,  which  they  have 
left  of  themselves,  at  Maryport,  is  of  the 
time  of  Hadrian. 

The  altar  shown  in  the  woodcut  in- 
troduces us  to  another  body  of  troops  who 
have  been  in  residence  here.  The  cohort  referred  to  is  probablv  a bodv 
of  Germans, 1 the  epithet  xervaxa  being  derived  from  the  emperor  Xervn. 

1 Two  ultnw,  found  nt  the  neighbouring-  at# lion  of  Middlehv,  have  <rmt.  i.  kervana 
oeumanouvm.  See  the  subject  fully  discusser!  l,v  Mr.  Roucli  Smith  in  his  Collectanea  Anticjua. 
Vol.  III.,  p.  202.  Mr.  Roach  Smith  takes  nervaka  to  indicate  that  the  cohort  consisted  of  a 
body  of  Nervii,  n tribe  w ho  were  proud  of  their  (.ienuauic  origin. 
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We  have  traces  of  both  the  second  and  sixth  legions  at  Xetherbv. 
The  slab  here  figured,  now  preserved  on  the  spot,  and  probably 
originally  found  there,  displays  the  badges  of  the 
second  legion,  the  sea-horse  and  Pegasus. 

But  the  finest  piece  of  sculpture,  belonging  to 
this  station,  is  the  one  which  is  figured  on  the  opposite 
page.  It  represents  the  Genius  of  the  castrum 
wearing  the  mural  crown,  and  engaged  in  the  grateful 
task  of  presenting  an  offering  to  the  superior  powers. 

The  lower  part  of  the  stone  is  not  shown. 

A number  of  unclaimed  heads,  preserved  in  the 
collection  of  anticpiities  at  Xetherbv,  show  us  that  the 
same  rude  vengeance  that  we  have  noticed  elsewhere  , 
has  been  manifested  here  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  Roman  garrison. 


For  reasons  which  will  presently  appear,  the  Roman  name  of  this 
camp  is  supposed  to  be  Oast  it  a E.xim.oratorim. 

Middleby. — To  the  south  of  Middleby  Kirk,  in  the  county  of 
Dumfries,  are  the  evident  traces  of  a Roman  station.  It  has  yielded 
a number  of  important  inscriptions,  several  of  which  are  now  preserved 
in  the  neighbouring  castle  of  Hoddam.  It  contains  an  area  of  three 
acres  and  three  quarters. 

About  three  miles  to  the  north-west  of  the  camp  of  Middleby  is  a 
solitary  flat-topped  hill  called  Bumswark.  It  rises  to  the  height  of 
nearly  seven  hundred  and  forty  feet  above  the  sea.  and  commands  a 
view  extending  from  the  Xine-Xicks  of  Thirlwall  to  the  Isle  of  Man, 
and  occasionally  even  the  coast  of  Ireland.  The  Romans  would  not 
neglect  so  favourable  a position  for  an  exploratory  post,  and  some 
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remains  of  a building,  on  its  summit,  have  been  noticed,  which  have 
been  ascribed  to  that  people.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on  its  soutli  side, 
arc;  the  remains  of  a legionary  camp  in  a state  of  excellent  preservation. 
Judging  from  its  size  and  mode  of  construction,  General  Hoy  was  of 
opinion  that  its  ramparts  had  been  reared  by  the  sixth  legion.  On  the 
northern  face  of  the  hill  are  the  lines  of  a similar  entrenchment,  but 
they  are  much  less  distinct  than  those  on  the  south. 

The  second  “ Iter  ” in  the  Antonine  Itinerary  consists  of  the  route 
from  the  Wall  to  the  port  of  Hitupi.e,  the  modern  Hiehborongh  in  Kent, 
a distance  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-one  miles.  The  first  stages  of 
the  journey  are  thus  set  down  : — 

From  Blatum  Bcloicm  to  the  Castka  Explohatobum,  in.  p.  XIL 
To  Luguvallium,  in.  p.  XIL 
To  Voukiia,  in.  p.  XIII. 

To  Bbovonac.*:,  m.  p.  XIII. 

It  being  generally  agreed  that  Luouvaluu.m  is  the  modern  Carlisle,  the 
other  (daces  named  must  lie  in  its  vicinity.  Horsley’s  opinion  is,  there- 
fore, generally  acquiesced  in,  that  Middleby  is  Bi-atum  Belgium,  and 
Xetherbv  Castra  Exploratorum.  “ The  Homan  way,”  lie  observes, 
*■  from  Middleby  to  Netherby,  and  from  thence  to  Carlisle,  is  very 
certain  ; and  the  distances,  according  to  the  numbers  in  the  Itinerary, 
I believe  to  lie  very  ex.act.”  We  naturally  look  for  an  exploratory 
troop  in  the  region  to  the  north  rather  than  south  of  the  Wall. 

STATIONS  SOUTH  OF  CARLISLE. 

Pi.UMFTox. — Several  camps  south  of  the  line,  and  at  nearly  equal 
distances  from  the  Wall  and  from  one  another,  added  security  to  the 
fortification  in  the  western  district,  Plumpton,  or  Old  Penrith,  called 
in  the  locality  by  the  common  name  of  Castlesteads,  is  a large  station 
about  thirteen  miles  south  of  Carlisle.  The  conjecture  of  Horslcv 
ascribed  to  it  the  name  of  Bremetenracum.’  The  modern  road  runs 
jwist  it,  ns  did  the  ancient  way  leading  from  Luguvai.i.ium  to  the  south 


1 Mr.  Hindi*  is  dis|M>$ed  to  transfer  this  nanu*  to  Ilibcbester,  in  Lancashire. — 

Arch.  ^Klianu,  Vol.  IV.,  j».  101). 
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of  Britain.  The  station  presents  the  usual  characteristics  of  a Roman 
camp.  Its  ramparts  are  boldly  marked,  and  the  interior  of  the  station 
is  filled  up  to  their  level  by  a mass  of  prostrate  habitations.  The  fosse 
is  well  defined  on  the  north,  south,  and  west  sides.  Enough  of  the 
eastern  gate  remains  to  show  that  it  has  been  a double  portal.  A 
stone  forming  the  threshold  yet  retains  its  position  ; it  is  worn  by  the 
feet  of  the  ancient  tenants  of  the  city,  and  chafed  by  the  action  of  the 
door  in  opening  and  shutting.  Several  very  large  stones,  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  south  gateway,  lie  near  their  original  site.  The 
lines  of  some  of  the  streets  are  visible. 

Extensive  remains  of  ancient  foundations  have  been  found  in  the 
field  on  the  east  of  the  station ; here,  according  to  tradition.  Old 
Penrith  stood.  There  are  also  in- 
dications of  suburban  buildings, 
probably  of  the  Roman  period,  on 
the  west  of  the  station.  About 
a quarter  of  a mile  south  of  the 
station  is  a well  cased  with 
Roman  masonry. 


I.  O.  M. 

OENIO 

LOCI 

s[extvs*  t[albrivs]  ap- 

OLLINA- 

ms  pniN- 

ckp[s]  <’[a*tuokvm  (/)  pbcit.I 

To  Jupiter  liest  and  jrrentest 
and  the  g?»nius 
of  tin*  place 
Sextus  Valerius  Ap- 
olliuu* 

ris  the  prineeps 
of  the  camp  made  this. 


Among  the  more  recent  of 
the  discoveries  in  this  neighbour- 
hood is  the  altar  which  is  here 

figured.  It  was  found  at  Clifton,  Scale,  l|  inch  to  foe* 

a village  which  lies  about  two  miles  to  the  south  of  the  Roman  station 
at  Brougham.  The  letters  mt,  between  the  third  and  fourth  lines,  look 
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like  a subsequent  insertion ; they  probably  indicate  the  name  of  the 
place  presided  over  by  the  Genius  that  was  invoked.  In  connection 
with  this  view,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  station  of  Brougham  is 
identified  by  Horsley  with  the  Broca  vim  of  the  fifth  Iter. 

Oi.ii  Caw.isi.e  is  nearly  two  miles  south  of  Wigton.  The  station  is 
a large  one;  the  ruins  of  its  ramparts  and  interior  buildings  are  boldly 

marked;  its  four  gateways  are 
well  defined.  A double  diteh, 
with  an  intervening  vallum,  has 
surrounded  the  fort.  The  rivulet 
Wista  runs  in  a deep  ravine 
immediately  below  the  camp  on 


I.  O.  M. 

ALA 

AVofvSTA]  OB  VlHTVTF.fMJ 
[a]pPELLATA  CVI  PHAK- 
EPT  I*.  AEL.  PVB.  F[lL!Vsj  SER- 
Ol A MAONVB  il'oMOj 
MVIISA  EX  PANROSflA] 
IKPKKIOHE  I’ RAEPECh TVsJ 
aphoniano  [et]  bha'uvaj 
[CONSVLIBVS.J 

To  Jupiter  tast  and  greatest 
the  ala 

Aug-usta  on  account  of  its  valour 
[so]  nunied,  coiuinundcd  by 
Publius  /Kims  Magnus  the  son  of  Publius 
of  the  Serjrian  frilie 
u native  of  Mursa  in  Pannonia 
the  Lover,  prefect, 

Aprouinnu*  and  Itradun 
being’  consuls. 


its  west  side,  and  at  a remoter 
distance  on  its  south  also,  therein- 
lending  to  it  additional  strength. 
The  remains  of  suburban  build- 
ings may  still  be  seen  outside 
the  walls,  on  the  north  and  east. 
Within  the  fort  a street  may  he  distinctly  traced  from  the  north  to  the 
south  gate,  and  another  from  the  east  towards  the  west.  Near  the 
centre  of  the  station  is  a moist  spot  of  ground  where  we  may  conceive 
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TANCORIX 

MVL1KR 

VIOSIT  (VIXIT)  AH  SOS 
SECSAOIKTA  (SKXAOINTA). 


Tancorix 
the  woman 
lived  years 
sixty. 


SfCSACTNTA 

i 


time,  and  Balbinus,  for  the 

second  time,  were  consuls.  >«, , t*.6M*.bT 

The  fractured  funereal  slab,  here  shown,  is  at  AVigton  Hall.  It  records  a 
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name  which  may  he  British  but  is  certainly  not  Roman.  The  phraseo- 
logy of  the  inscription  and  its  orthography  arc  peculiar. 

Sonic  skill  has  been  oxhi-  

lifted  in  the  adornment  of  the  ... 

station  if  the  stone he r 
may  be  taken  as  a spe 
It  is  now  at  Wigton 
A similar  carving,  w 
is  believed  to  have  come 
from  this  station,  is 
now  in  the  museum 
at  Keswick. 

The  sides  of 
some  of  the  hills 
in  the  vicinity  of 
the  station  are 

formed  into  ter-  hut,  l inwt  10  x<ch<»  by  l led  | inti 

races.  This  was  a mode  of  cultivation  much  practised  by  the  Romans. 


STATIONS  ON  THE  WESTERN  COAST. 

The  coast  line  of  Cumberland  from  Bowness,  where  the  Wall 
terminates,  to  the  projecting  headland  of  St.  Bees,  seems  to  have  been 
carefullv  guarded  by  a ran  ire  of  forts. 

“ Wheresoever,”  says  Camden,  “there  was  code  landing,  it  hath  been*  fortified  all 
along  by  the  Romans,  as  it  appeareth  by  the  heaps  of  rubbish ; for  it  w&s  the  utmost 
bound  of  the  Roman  empire,  and  the  Scots  lay  sorest  upon  this  coast,  and  infested  it 
most  when  they  flowed  and  flocked  hither  by  heapee  out  of  Ireland/* — Holland,  p.  766. 

A military  way  ran  along  the  shore,  connecting  these  forts,  while 
branch  roads  communicated  with  the  stations  of  the  interior.1 

Skimu  rnf.ss  is  a village  lying  a little  to  the  south  of  the  modern 
port  of  Silloth.  It  was  formerly  a considerable  market  town,  and  is 
said  to  have  been  “ a chief  place  for  the  king's  magazines  on  Scotch 
expeditions.'"  An  inroad  of  the  sea.  sometime  prior  to  the  year  1301, 

1 See  Stukeley,  Iter  Boreale,  p.  50.  * Hutchinson’s  Cumberland,  Vol.  II.,  p.  340. 
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greatly  injured  the  town,  and  destroyed  the  harbour,  a disaster  from 
the  effects  of  which  Skinburness  never  recovered.  It  is  not  likelv  that 
the  Romans  would  neglect  so  impor- 
tant a ]>ost ; and  that  they  did  not  is 
rendered  almost  certain  by  the  dis- 
cover}’ on  the  beach  in  its  vicinity, 
last  summer,  of  the  altar  shown  in 
the  margin.  It  is  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Kendal,  the 
gentleman  who  found  it. 

Mauiray. — Further  south,  and  about  two  miles  north  of  Allonbv, 
is  the  site  of  a small  camp,  near  tiie  village  of  Mai  bray.  “ It  is  now  a 
ploughed  field,  but  old  men  still  speak  of  its  having  been  walled 
round,-’  and  it  has  yielded  an  inscription  mentioning  the  second  cohort 
of  Pnnnonians.1 

Marytort. — On  the  high  ground  north  of  the  modern  town  of 
Maryport  are  the  manifest  remains  of  a large  Roman  station.  The 
camp  is  naturally  defended  on  every  side  except  the  cast,  and  here  it 
has  been  protected  by  a double  ditch.  Its  position  gives  it  a command- 
ing view  of  the  Solway  Firth  and  Irish  Channel.  The  Scottish  Hills  are 
full  in  sight,  and  Skiddaw  and  the  Lorton  mountains  grandly  close  the 
prosjiect  towards  the  south.  The  ramparts  of  the  station  are  strongly 
developed,  and  most  of  its  gateways  may  be  distinguished.  The  sill  of 
the  eastern  gateway  is  grooved  by  the  action  of  chariot  wheels.  Within 
the  station  is  a well  encased  with  circular  masonry.*  In  Lysons’  Cum- 
berland we  have  the  following  account  of  an  examination  which  fcas 
made  of  the  interior  of  the  station  a century  ago  : — 

“ The  Senhouse  family,  to  whom  the  estate  belongs,  laid  open  the  whole  area  in 
1766,  with  the  laudable  spirit  of  antiquarian  curiosity  so  long  inherent  in  their  name. 
They  found  the  arch  of  the  gate  beat  violently  down  and  broken ; and,  on  entering  the 
great  street,  discovered  evident  marks  of  the  houses  having  been  more  than  once  burnt 
to  the  ground  and  rebuilt — an  event  not  unlikely  to  have  happened  on  so  exposed  a 

1 Lysons*  Cumberland,  p.  cxlvii. 

1 Wells  are  not  usually  rnet  with  inside  the  stations.  This  well  is  now  nearly  filled  up 
with  stones,  but  it  has  been  examined  and  found  to  be  of  considerable  depth. 


MATB1BV8 

kik[ois]  vkte[bjbvs],* 

To  the  Mothers 
the  Fates  , . . 
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frontier.  The  street*  had  been  paved  with  broad  flag  stones,  much  worn  by  use,  particu- 
larly the  steps  into  a vaulted  room,  supposed  to  have  been  a temple.  The  houses  have 
been  roofed  by  Scotch  elates,  which,  with  the  pegs  which  fastened  them,  lay  confusedly 
in  the  streets.  Glass  vessels  and  even  mirrors  were  found,  and  coals  had  evidently  been 
used  in  the  fire-places.  Foundations  of  buildings  were  round  the  fort  cm  all  sides.” 

Close  by  the  banks  of  the  river  Ellen,  and  in  the  grounds  of 
Nether  Hall,  the  seat  of  J.  Pocklington  Senhouse,  Esq.,  is  a small 
entrenchment,  containing  an  nrea  of  about  an  acre  and  a half ; it  is 
in  a low  and  sheltered  position,  and  has  probably  been  a retreat  for 
invalids.  Ancient  roads  have  diverged  from  this  station,  leading  to 
Bowness,  Wigton,  and  Papcastle.  The  lithographic  view  here  intro- 
duced will  enable  the  reader  to  appre- 
ciate the  commanding  nature  of  the 
position  of  this  camp.  It  stands  upon 
the  hill  which  is  seen  to  rise  above  the 
northern  margin  of  the  town. 

lOVI  AVO'VBTO] 

M f AHCVs]  CEXSORIVg 

m snci]  f[ilivs'  voltima  [trirv] 
O’RNELIANVg  > LF.ojoNls] 

[x  frkt]rxsis  PRAE- 
[rECjTV*  COII'ORTIS]  I. 
[|1]iSPA50RVM]  KX  PROVINC1A 
.NAUBONF/nsI  Homo 
nemavs[exsi]  v.s.l.m. 

To  Jupiter  the  august 
Marcus  Censoring 
Cornell  anus  the  son  of  Marcus 
of  the  Voltiuian  tribe,  centurion  of  legion 
the  tenth,  styled  the  Fretensiau,  pre- 
fect of  the  first  cohort  of 
Spaniards,  of  the  province  of 
Narlamne,  a native  of 
Nismes,  dedicates  this  altar,  &c. 

Very  numerous  and  important  are 
the  remains  of  antiquity  which  this 
station  has  yielded,  and  which,  with  few 
exceptions, are  preserved  at  Nether  Hall. 
The  fine  altar  to  Jupiter,  shown  in  the  accompanying  woodcut, 
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was  first  described  by  Alexander  Gordon,  in  the  Appendix  to  his 
Itinerarium.”  Soon  after  his  noticing  it,  it  was  removed  to  the  Isle 
of  Man,  where  it  now  is— adorning  the  green  in  front  of  the  Govern- 
ment House,  Castleton. 

Two  altars  to  Jupiter,  of  smaller  size  but  elegant  form,  found  in 
the  station,  are  now  in  the  portico  of  Nether  Hall.  Marcus  Mamins 


V.m.  i fv-n  S inches  by  ■ foot  6 inches,  rKlu»i*c  of  the  bwii 
lit  MK,  Wtucb  to  S tepuuc  unme. 


I.  O.  M. 

COH.  I.  Hl»[PAXOI*VJl] 

cvi  pbap.[kot] 

11.  MAF.M- 
V8  AGlir[PA] 
TRIBV[SV>*] 
PW[VIT.] 

To  Jopitcr  beat  and  greatest 
the  first  cohort  S;*nianU, 
commanded  by 
M arena  Mtcnian 
Agrippa 
tribune, 
erected  thi*. 


I.  o.  M. 

ACILIANVfl 

praepect[vs.] 

To  Jupiter  beat  and  greatest 
Acilianu* 
prefect. 


Size  of  i tisft, 
a ft.  II  n by  to  ■>. 


Agrippa,  whose  name  occurs  on  the  first  of  these  altars,  was  an  impor- 
tant man.  From  an  inscription,'  found  near  the  modem  city  of 
Camerino,  in  central  Italy,  we  leam  that  he  was  a friend  of  the  father 
of  Hadrian,  prefect  of  the  first  cohort  of  Spaniards,  prefect  of  the  ala 
of  Gauls,  also  of  the  Pannonians,  imperial  procurator  of  Aehaia,  admiral 
of  the  British  fleet,  of  equestrian  rank,  and  patron  of  the  municipality 
which  erected  the  monument.  This  is  one  of  the  many  proofs  which 
we  have  that  Rome  sent  some  of  her  most  distinguished  men  to  Britain. 
The  altar  on  which  this  prefect's  name  occurs  must  necessarily  have 


1 It  is  given  in  Ojrflli,  No.  H04. 
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been  erected  during  the  reign  of  Hadrian.  We  meet  with  the  name  of 
Acilianus,  the  dedicator  of  the  other  altar,  upon  a large  but  much 
injured  slab,  belonging  to  this  station.  From  it  it  appears  that  he 

was  prefect  of  the  first 
Dalmatian  cohort,  and 
that  he  flourished  in 
the  time  of  Antoninus 
1’ius.1  We  have  before 
met  with  the  first 
Spanish  cohort  at 
Xetherby,  page  336, 


I’HO  f A I.VTE  . . .] 

antomnJj]  avo.  PI I.  P.P. 

PAVLV8  P.  P.  PA  LATIN  A 
rOMVMlVf.  ACT  LI  AN  VA 
PRAEF.  Coil.  I.  DKIMATAl(j\ M.] 


For  the  safety  of  ...  . 

An  ton  inns  august  pious  futlirr  of  his  country 
Banins  Fostumius  Acilianus 
son  of  Fuuiu*  nnd  of  flic  Palatine  trilie 
prefect  of  the  first  cohort  of  Daliuntiniis. 


and  with  the  first  Dalmatian  at  Carvoran,  pages  G8  and  242.  The 
Spanish  cohort  have  also  left  their  name  upon  a roofing  tile  which  is 


preserved  on  the 
spot. 

besides  the  Dal- 
matiansand  Spanish 
the  first  cohort  of 
Bajtasians  have  at 
one  time  been  re- 

Sew,  | fiM  4 II* hr*  b)T  I feel.  sident  at  Marvport. 

their  prefect  having  here  dedicated  an  altar  to  Mars,  of  which  a drawing 
will  he  found  in  our  last  chapter.' 


roll.  i.  iiispA 'xoiivm' 

INDVCIV8  FKC[lT.] 

I ndueius  of  the  first 
Spanish  cohort  made  it. 


‘Thu  stone  is  so  much  wetttherisl,  tin*  letters  call  only  U*  nth  to  udmutngr  ou  cuicful 
inspection.  From  their  rise,  their  boldness,  and  beauty  of  form,  the  writer  is  persuaded  that  the 
Antonine  mentioned  is  the  first  of  tliut  name,  the  immediate  successor  of  llndnnn. 

* 'Hie  Ihetasii  occupied  n district  of  Belgium  of  which  Brussels  is  the  modern  centre.  'Hie 
first  cohort  is  mentioned  in  the  rescript  of  Trujuu  found  at  Malpas,  nnd  in  the  Hireling*  rescript 
of  the  time*  of  Hadrian.  With  the  exception  of  the  altar  already  referred  to,  they  are  not  again 
mentioned  on  any  memorial  found  in  Britain.  W ’lien  the  Notitia  was  compiled  they  were  in 
garrison  at  Kcculver.  Sec  the  Antiquities  of  Itichborongli,  Reculver,  and  Lyiune.  hv  (’.  Roach 
Smith,  p.  1*1. 
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The  station  was  not  left  entirely  to  the  care  of  auxiliary  troops. 
Both  the  second  and  the  twentieth  legions  have  left  memorials  of  their 


X feel  by  I foot  X inches. 


presence.  The  woodcuts  re- 
present stones  which  have 
probably  been  affixed  to 
buildings  erected  by  detach- 
ments of  these  legions.  The 

I inches  by  7 inches.  slab  bearing  the  boar,  the 

badge  of  the  twentieth  legion,  the  Valerian  and  victorious,  has  on  it  the 
letters  ord.  Has  the  legion,  at  the  time  this  stone  was  carved,  taken 
the  additional  epithet  of  [g]ord[iaxa]  ? 

The  rude  inscription  here  shown  is  interesting  as  revealing 
a name  which, 
like  that  of  Tan- 
corix,  has  a Cel- 
tic aspect 

One  more 
inscription  be- 
longing to  this 
station  must  be 
introduced ; it 
is  a Greek  one, 

forming  the  fourth  in  that  language  that  we 
have  met  with  in 
the  course  of  our  mural  peregrinations. 

The  dedicator,  it  is  not  improbable,  was  a 
physician,  in  which  case  it  is  nothing  won- 
derful that  he  should  affect  the  language  of 
Hippocrates  and  Galen. 

Some  of  the  uninscribed  sculptures 
found  in  the  camp  are  very  interesting. 

The  broken  slab,  shown  in  the  woodcut,  is 
probably  part  of  a funereal  monument.  A 
robed  figure  is  offering  sacrifice ; the  incense 
box  (if  such  it  be)  which  he  holds  in  his  left  hand  reminds  us  of  the 


KIAXORIX  VIXIT 
AN  NOS  . . 

Hinnorix  (?)  lived 
yearn  . . 


ask  ah  inn 
a.  Erx.vrios 
IIASTOP  EQ11KEX. 
To  .'KseuliijMus 
A ulus  Eg-nntius 
Pastor  set  up  'this.] 
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s(|imrc  basket  held  l»v  the  kinj;-j>i’iests  of  the  Assyrian  sculptures.  The 
head  shown  in  the  next  cut  is  generally  ascribed  to  Jupiter;  it  has. 

however,  something  of  the  appearance  of  a marine 
deity.  Notwithstanding  the  injuries  which  it  has 
received,  it  manifests  considerable  vigour. 

A large  number  of  coins  have  been  found  in 
this  station.1  Amongst  them  are  several  forged 
denarii  of  Xerva,  Trajan,  and  Hadrian.  False 
coins  were  systematically  introduced  into  the  pro- 
vinces by  Rome  at  a very  early  period.1 

There  is  great  uncertainty  respecting  the 
ancient  name  of  this  eamp.  Camden.1  seeing  that 
the  river  Ellen  here  Hows  into  the  sea,  and  led  by  the  similarity  of 
sound,  called  it  Oi.enacum,  where,  according  to  the  Nothin.  the  first  ala. 
styled  the  Herculean,  were  stationed.  Horsley  concurs  with  him.  The 
Rev.  John  Hodgson  thinks  it  was  Virosihl'm,  the  last  of  the  stations 


I tool  j axbts  by  10  indies. 


1 The  coins  found  in  tlm  station  art*  preserved  at  Nether  Hull.  They  an*  chiefly  denarii, 
xml  have  been  carefully  classified  bv  the  late  Mr.  henhouse.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  emperors 
represented,  together  with  the  number  belonging  to  each  : — Marc  Antony,  1 ; Nero,  3;  Vespasian, 
3;  Titus,  1 : Domitian,  2:  Nervi,  4;  Trajan,  Is;  Plotinn,  1 ; Hadrian,  ft;  Sabina, '«?;  Antonin  ns 
Pius,  0$  Faustina,  1;  Marcus  Aurelius,  1;  Perfinax,  1;  Julia  Domna,  1;  Getn,  1;  Julia 
Manura,  1;  Philip,  1;  Postumus,  1;  Victorious.  5;  Gallienus,  0;  Olindius,  «;  Tetricus,  7 ; 
Cnrauriux,  1 ; Liciuius,  4;  Constantine  the  Great,  13;  Fausta.  1 ; FI.  Julius  Crispu*.  5 ; Constan- 
tine II.,  3;  Mopnentius,  ?;  Constantius  II.,  4;  Valentiniuu  II.,  1;  Theodosius,  1;  Honorius,  1: 
Three  of  the  coins  of  Narva,  seven  of  Trajan,  one  of  Hadrian,  both  of  those  of  Sabina,  and  four  of 
Antoninus  Pius  seemed  to  the  writer  to  be  forged  denarii ; some  others  have  it  suspicious  uppearanre. 

The  latest  coin,  that  of  Honorious,  appeared  to  the  writer  to  be  one  belonging  to  a.i>.  41?, 
soon  after  which  jwriod  the  station  was  probably  abandoned. 

'J  “ Bv  far  the  larger  portion  of  denarii  found  in  the  Thames  consist  of  load  and  brass  plated 
with  silver." — Illustrations  of  Roman  London,  p.  154. 

'The  words  of  Camden  must  here  be  given  as  they  are  rendered  by  Philemon  Holland,  his 
contemporary: — “Many  altars,  stones  with  inscriptions,  and  statues  are  here  gotten  out  of  the 
ground,  which  J.  Sinhous,  a very  honest  man,  in  whose  grounds  they  are  digged  up,  keepeth 
charily,  and  hath  placed  orderly  about  his  house.”  lie  proceeds  to  say  that  the  “draught”  of  an 
altar,  then  at  Nether  Hall,  which  he  presents  to  his  renders.  “ was  most  likely  taken  out  by  the 
baud  of  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  of  Connington,  knight,  a singular  lover  of  antiquity,  what  time  as  he 
and  I together  of  nn  affectionate  love  to  illustrate  our  native  countrey,  made  a survey  of  those 
coasts  in  the  veere  of  our  redemption,  1500;  not  without  sweet  food  and  contentment  of  our 
raindes.”  And  then  lie  adds: — “ And  I cannot  chusc  but  with  thankfull  heart  remember  that  very 
good  and  worthy  gentleman,  not  onlv  in  this  reaimrd  that  most  kindly  lie  gave  us  right,  courteous 
and  friendly  entertainment,  but  also  fir  that  being  bimselfe  well  learned  he  is  a lover  of  ancient 
literature,  and  most  diligently  preserveth  these  inscriptions,  which  by  others  that  are  unskilful! 
and  unlettered  be  straight  waics  defaced,  broken,  and  converted  to  other  uses,  to  exceeding  great 
prejudice  and  detriment  of  antiquity.”  The  present  writer,  though  » very  humble  follower  of  the 
great  nourice  of  antiquity,  has  pleasant  reminiscences  of  his  visits  to  Nether  Hall. 
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‘•per  linenin  Valli,”  where  the  sixth  cohort  of  Nervii  were  in  garrison.  No 
inscriptions  have  been  found  to  confirm  either  conjecture.  Mr.  Hodgson 
Hinde  is  disposed  to  place  both  stations  considerably  further  south.1 

Moresby. — Proceeding  along  the  coast  from  Maryport  to  Moresby, 
a place  called  Barrow  Walls  is  reached,  standing  near  the  north  bank 


Scale.  ■)  mrh  ta  Ijui. 

of  the  river  Derwent,  and  about  half  a mile  from  Workington.  The 
fractured  and  much  weathered  altar,  shown  in  the  cut,  was  found  here, 
in  1857,  encouraging  the  supposition  that  a look-out  post  was  main- 
tained on  the  spot  for  the  purpose  of  commanding  the  passage  of  the 

1 lli*  concludes  liis  paper  on  Hremetknracum  thus: — 44  If  we  are  warranted  in  niacin  «r 
Oi.kxa«tm  at  Ilklev,  it  is  at  least  a feasible  conjecture  that  Virosiui’M  was  at  Adel.” — An  n.  .KI., 
Vol.  IV.,  p.  118,  O.S. 
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river.  The  inscription  has  not  been  satisfactorily  read.  Still  further 
to  the  south,  and  not  far  from  Whitehaven,  is  the  small  village  of 
Moresby.  Here  are  the  well-defined  remains  of  a Roman  station, 
occupying  a strong  and  commanding  position.  A small  natural 
harbour  formerly  existed  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff,  but  modern  railway 
works  have  destroyed  it.  Some  excavations  were  carried  on  in  the 
camp,  in  1860,  by  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale,  under  the  direction  of  the  late 
Rev.  George  Wilkinson,  but  nothing  of  importance  was  discovered. 
The  area  of  the  camp  was  found  to  be  about  three  acres  and  a half ; 
the  interior  contained  the  foundations  of  numerous  dwellings,  lying  in 

considerable  disorder.  There  is  a 
well  in  the  hollow  south  of  the 

!Mp[ KRATORlsJ  CAKs'aRIs] 

TRAIANl]  HADRI- 
AN I AV0[VST|1  I»[aTR|s]  p[aTRIAF.) 
leq[ioJ  XX.  vJaleria]  v[lCTRIX.j 

[In  honour  of]  the  Emperor  Ctesor 
Trajan  Hadn- 

nn  august  the  father  of  his  country 
the  twentieth  legion  Valerian  and  victorious. 

station,  called  the  Holy  Well,  which 
is  said  never  to  run  dry,  even  in 
the  hottest  summers.  In  the  year  1821  the  large  slab  figured  above 

was  found  about 
twenty  feet  eastward 
of  the  eastern  gate- 

COH  OHsJ  II. 
T[ll]RAC[vMj  FEC[lT.] 

The  second  cohort  of 
Thracians  made  tit,] 

way  of  the  fort.  The 
occurrence  of  memo- 
rials like  this,  in  so 
many  and  such  distant  parts,  shows  how  comprehensive  were  the  plans  of 
Hadrian.  More  recently  the  centurial  stone  exhibited  in  the  engraving 
was  found  here.  According  to  the  Xotitia  the  second  cohort  of  Thra- 
cians was  in  garrison  at  Gabrosentis,  one  of  the  stations  on  the  Wall 
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itself,  near  its  western  extremity.  Camden  recognised  in  this  station 
the  Morbium  of  the  Notitia ; Horsley  thought  it  was  Arbeia. 

Papcastle. — The  nearly  obliterated  outlines  of  a Roman  camp  may 
be  discerned  near  the  village  of  Papeastle,  about  six  miles  south-east  of 
Maryport.  The  town  of  Cockermouth,  which  is  a little  to  the  south  of 
the  fort,  is  supposed  to  have  risen  from 
its  ruins.  The  older  parts  of  Cocker- 
mouth  Castle  are  composed  of  Roman 
stones.  One  of  these  rescued  from  the 
building,  and  shown  in  the  engraving, 
appears  to  be  part  of  an  altar.  It  refers 
to  some  event  which  took  place  on  the 
thirteenth  of  the  kalends  of  November, 
in  the  year  when  Gordian,  a second 
time,  and  Pompeianus,  were  consuls, 
that  is  on  Oct.  19,  241.  Another  altar 
has  more  recently  been  found,  bearing 
a similar  date,  and  dedicated  by  a w 

nvmervs  erisionvm  aballavensivm,  a designation  which  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  comprehend.  Papeastle  would  give  support  to  the  camps 
at  Maryport  and  Moresby,  in  case  of  disaster. 


Wc  have  now  examined  in  detail  the  stations  north  and  south  of 
the  Wall,  which  may  be  supposed  to  have  co-operated  with  the  garri- 
sons of  that  structure  in  supporting  the  Roman  domination  of  the 
district.  The  reader  will  perhaps  be  struck  with  the  thoroughness  with 
which  that  rule  was  upheld,  and  with  the  number  of  the  nationalities 
employed  in  effecting  it.  The  vast  work  is  creditable  alike  to  the 
energy  of  the  conqueror  and  the  spirit  of  the  rude  islanders  who  could 
not  be  taught,  by  centuries  of  discipline,  to  bear  patiently  a foreign  yoke. 
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IR  course  hitherto  has  consisted  of  a detail  of  facts, 
we  now  enter  upon  the  region  of  speculation. 
The  building  of  the  Wall  has  been  ascribed  to 
different  ngis  and  to  different  individuals. 
Although  the  weight  of  evidence  has  of  late 
years  greatly  preponderated  in  favour  of  Hadrian, 
there  are  those1  who  yet  maintain  the  claims  of 
Scverus  ; and  others  who  believe  that  the  Wall  was 
not  built  until  the  Romans  had  renounced  possession 
of  the  island.  These  points  must  be  investigated. 

The  opinion  which  Hildas,  Beda,  and  most  mediawal  writers  adopt 
is.  that  the  Mums  was  built  near  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  after 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Roman  forces,  and  that  the  troops  engaged  in  its 
erection  were  a legion  which  was  sent  back  for  a brief  period,  in  answer 
to  the  importunate  cries  of  the  miserable  people. 

Several  circumstances  militate  against  this  view.  The  Wall  could 
not  have  been  built  in  so  short  space  of  time  as  the  statements  of  these 
writers  imply,  especially  if  a single  legion  only  were  employed  upon  it. 
The  grandeur  of  the  design,  and  the  amount  of  labour  and  skill  involved 
in  the  execution  of  the  Wall,  indicate  a period  of  Rome's  greatest 
vigour,  not  of  its  decrepitude.  Numerous  inscriptions  are  found  on  the 
Wall,  mentioning  many  of  the  emperors  of  Rome  and  imperial  legates: 
not  one  has  been  discovered  which  belongs  to  the  fifth  century,  or  the 
latter  years  even  of  the  fourth.  The  series  of  coins  found  in  the 
stations  also  ends  before  the  period  when  Hildas  and  Beda  tell  us  the 
Mums  was  built.  This  view,  therefore,  seems  to  be  quite  untenable. 
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The  theory  of  Horsley,  the  author  of  the  Britannia  Ilomana,  cannot 
he  so  easily  dismissed.  He  thought  that  most  of  the  stations  of  the  Wall 
were  built  by  Agricola.  He  considered  that  the  nortli  agger  of  the 
Vallum  was  also  the  work  of  that  general,  and  that  it  was  the  military 
way  by  which  his  garrisons  belli  communication  with  each  other.  The 
fosse  of  the  Vallum  and  its  southern  ramparts  lie  ascribed  to  Hadrian, 
whom  he  represents  as  taking  for  his  military  way  the  previously  existing 
north  agger — the  military  way  of  Agricola.  The  stone  wall,  with  its 
diteli,  mile-towers,  and  turrets,  he  considered  to  be  the  work  of  Scverus. 

That  Agricola  built  some  of  the  stations  —those  especially  which 
command  the  passes  between  the  north  aud  the  south — is  more  than  pro- 
bable; but  there  is  nothing  to  warrant  the  supposition  that  he  threw  a 
closely  connected  chain  of  forts  across  the  island.'  Many  of  the  forts, 
especially  those  in  the  central  district  of  the  line,  could  only  have  been 
placed  where  they  are  in  order  to  accommodate  the  garrisons  which 
were  to  man  the  Wall.  When  Agricola  was  about  to  attempt  the 
conquest  of  Caledonia,  lie  would  not  weaken  his  forces  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  garrison  a numerous  series  of  camps  on  the  Lower  Isthmus. 

The  view  that  the  north  agger  of  the  Vallum  was  Agricola's 
military  way  is  exceedingly  improbable.  It  is  but  ill  adapted  to  such 
a purpose ; in  form  and  composition  it  does  not  differ  from  the  other 
mounds  of  the  Vallum,  and  in  no  part  of  its  course  has  it  been  paved. 
Besides,  the  other  lines  of  the  Vallum  run  perfectly  parallel  with  the 
north  agger,  from  the  one  side  of  the  island  to  the  other.  Is  it  likely 
that  Hadrian,  when  throwing  up  ramparts  to  act  as  a military  bulwark, 
would  follow  exactly  the  line  which  Agricola,  forty  years  before,  had 
marked  out  for  the  purposes  of  transit  ? 

Laying  aside,  therefore,  the  claims  of  Agricola,  the  questions 
remaining  to  be  discussed  are — Do  the  Vallum  and  the  Murus  form 
separate  works?  If  so,  to  whom  are  they  severally  to  be  ascribed?  Or, 
are  they  but  parts  of  the  same  great  engineering  scheme,  and  if  this 
be  proved,  to  whom  is  the  honour  of  designing  it  to  be  ascribed  ? 

Stukeley  was  the  first  person  who  distinctly  propounded  the  opinion 

1 The  paseage  from  Tacitus  which  hus  given  rise  to  this  view  has  been  already  ijtmreil,  p.  •*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


.'576  THE  STATEMENTS  OF  HISTORIANS. 

that  both  Vallum  and  Mums  “ were  made  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the 
same  persons,  and  with  intent  that  the  Vallum  should  be  a counter- 
guard to  the  other,  the  whole  included  space  being  military  ground.” 
The  Rev.  John  Hodgson,  the  historian  of  Northumberland,  to  whom  in 
the  course  of  this  treatise  such  frequent  reference  has  been  made,  main- 
tained the  same  view.  Near  the  close  of  the  last  volume  of  his  great 
work  which  he  lived  to  publish,  lie  says : — 

“ In  the  progress  of  the  preceding  investigations  I have  gradually  and  slowly  come 
to  the  conviction  that  the  whole  harrier  between  the  Tyne  and  the  Solway,  and  consisting 
of  the  Vallum  and  the  Murus,  with  all  the  castella  and  towers  of  the  latter,  and  many  of 
the  stations  on  their  line,  were  planned  and  executed  by  Hadrian  ; and  1 have  endeavoured 
to  show  that  in  this  whole  there  is  unity  of  design,  and  a fitness  for  the  general  purposes 
for  which  it  was  intended,  which  I think  could  not  have  been  accomplished  if  part  of  the 
Vallum  had  been  done  by  Agricola,  the  rest  of  it  by  Hadrian,  and  the  Murus,  with  its 
castella,  towers,  and  military  way,  by  Scverus.” 

This  opinion  Mr.  Hodgson  maintains  at  considerable  length,  and  with 
so  much  force  and  clearness,  that  whoever  enters  upon  the  same  field 
of  investigation  must  necessarily  be  greatly  his  debtor. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  question  the  historians  of  Rome  lend  us  but 
little  assistance.  Their  statements,  however,  must  be  examined.  The 
earliest  writers  who  make  any  mention  of  a Wall  in  England  are 
Herodian  and  Dion  Cassius.  Both  of  them,  as  we  have  seen  in 
the  introductory  chapter,  were  contemporary  with  Scverus,  and  both 
describe  the  expedition  of  Scverus  into  Britain ; Dion  does  so  at  con- 
siderable length.  If  Scverus,  therefore,  built  the  Wall,  we  may  expect 
them  to  acquaint  us  with  the  fact.  Both  mention  the  Wall,  but  neither 
of  them  tells  us  that  Scverus  erected  it.  The  inference  is  that  he  did  not. 

In  two  passages  Dion  Cassius  refers  to  the  Wall.  Speaking  of  the 
insurrection  in  the  time  of  Commodus  he  says : — 

“ Some  of  the  nations  within  that  island  having  passed  over  the  Wall  (ro  th\oc) 
which  divided  them  from  the  Kornan  station,  . . . Commodus  became  alarmed." 

The  other  passage  belongs  to  the  reign  of  Severus : — 

“ Among  the  Britons  the  two  greatest  tribes  arc  the  Caledonians  and  the  M critic. 
....  The  Mutate  dwell  close  to  the  t\  all  (a  tVrii.  7(,i  SiaTu\t<r[xan')  which  divides  the 
island  into  two  parte.” 
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The  passage  in  which  Herodinn  refers  to  the  Wall  is  the  following : — - 

“ Severus**  army  having  panned  beyond  the  rivers  and  fortresses  (\w^aTa)  which 
defended  the  Human  territory,  there  were  frequent  attacks  and  skirmishes.”1 

These  passages  are  quite  consistent  with  the  idea  that  the  Wall 
was  built  by  Hadrian;  and  that  it  was  a well  known  object  when 
Sevcnis  landed  in  Britain. 

The  nest  writer  who  mentions  the  object  of  our  inquiry  is  Spartinn, 
a Latin  author  of  no  great  authority,  who  flourished  at  the  close  of  the 
third  century.  Speaking  of  Hadrian  he  says : — 

He  went  to  Britain,  where  he  corrected  many  thing..,  and  there  first  drew  a Wall 
(murum),  eighty  miles  in  length,  in  order  to  divide  the  barbarians  from  the  Romans. 1 * 

Speaking  of  Severus  he  says  : — 

He  secured  Britain,  which  is  the  chief  glory  of  his  reign,  by  a Wall  (muro), 
drawn  across  the  island  to  the  boundary  of  the  ocean  on  either  side ; whence  he  also 
received  the  name  of  Britannicus.' 

These  two  extracts  to  a considerable  extent  neutralize  each  other. 
It  is  upon  the  latter  passage  that  those  authors  who  maintain  that 
Severus  built  the  Wall  chiefly  rest  his  claims.  They  do  this  the  more 
readily,  because,  as  they  suppose,  Spartian  regards  this  act  to  he  the 
great  glory  of  his  reign.  It  is  more  probable,  however,  that  it  was  the 
subjection  of  Britain,  not  the  construction  of  the  harrier  line,  which  he 
regards  as  the  crowning  event  in  the  life  of  this  warlike  emperor. 

In  another  passage  Spartian  mentions  the  Wall  in  connection 
with  Severus : — 

After  the  Emperor  had  'passed  the  Wall  or  Vallum  in  Britain,  and  was  returning 
to  the  nearest  station,  ...  an  Ethiopian  soldier  confronted  him.* 

Julius  Capitolinus,  who  flourished  at  the  close  of  the  third  century. 


1 These  quotations  aro  taken  from  the  translation  given  in  the  Historica  Monumenta — an 
unbiassed  authority. 

* The  original  of  this  passage  is  given  p.  13. 

*The  original  passage  is — “Britanniam  (quod  mnximum  ejtis  imperii  decus  est)  muro  per 
transvemun  iusulam  ducto,  u trim  (pie  ad  tineui  Ocean  i munivit:  unde  ctinm  Britan  niri  nonien 
aecepit.” 

* **  Post  murutn  aut  vallum  missum  in  Britannia,  qnum  ad  proxitnam  iimtisioneni  retliret,  . . 
.Etbiops  . . occurrit.”  Some  copies  read  4‘  niunim  apud  vallum.” 

B* 
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in  recording  the  erection  of  the  Wall  in  Scotland,  refers  to  a previously 
existing  structure : — 

44  Antoninus  cnrrieil  on  many  wars  by  bis  legates : for  he  conquered  even  the 
Unions  by  his  legate,  Lollius  Urbicua;  having,  after  driving  back  the  barbarian*,  con- 
structed another  AYall  composed  of  turf.”1 

The  whole  force  of  this  passage  depends  upon  the  turn  that  is 
given  to  the  phrase  “ alio  rnnro  eespitieio.”  The  advocates  of  the 
claims  of  Scverus  render  it  “ another  turf  Wall,”  and  maintain  that  the 
only  wall  then  existing  in  the  Lower  Isthmus  was  of  the  same  nature 
as  that  erected  l>y  Lollius  Urbicus  in  the  Upper,  a mere  earthen  rampart. 
Although  not  obliged  to  remove  every  difficulty,  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  if  we  read  the  passage  “another  Wall,  of  turf,”  the  meaning  will 
be — lie  built  another  Wall,  which  was  not  like  that  already  reared  of 
stone,  but  of  turf. 

Subsequent  writers  all  ascribe  the  Wall  to  Scverus : they  write, 
however,  so  long  after  the  event  that  their  testimony  is  of  little  value. 

The  ecclesiastical  historian,  Eusebius,  who  died  a.d.  340,  says : — 

**  Severn®  transfer®  the  war  to  the  Briton®,  where,  that  he  might  make  the  provinces 
he  had  recovered  more  secure  from  the  invasion  of  the  barbarian®,  he  drew  a rampart, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  mile®  long,  from  sea  to  sea.” 

Sextus  Aurelius  Victor,  who  flourished  about  a.d.  360,  says  : — 

“ lie  achieved  greater  thing®  than  these,  for  after  repulsing  the  enemy  he  secured 
Britain,  which  was  convenient  for  such  thing®,  by  a Wall  drawn  across  the  island.” 

Eutropius,  who  also  flourished  about  a.d.  360,  says  : — 

“ He  waged  hi®  last  war  in  Britain,  and  that  he  might  render  the  province®  which 
he  acquired  a®  secure  a®  possible,  he  drew  a rampart  from  «e a to  sea,  thirty-two  mile®  in 
length.” 

C'assiodonis  lived  in  tlie  sixth  century;  he  says  : — 

**  In  the  consulship  of  A per  and  Maximus  he  made  war  upon  the  Briton®,  and  to 
render  the  provinces  which  submitted  to  him  secure  against  barbaric  invasion,  he  drew  a 
Valliun  from  sea  to  sea,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  miles  in  length.” 

Such  arc  the  most  important  passages  hearing  upon  the  subject  of 


1,1  Nam  et  Britan  nos  |*?r  Lolliuni  Urbicum  legation  vieit,  alio  nmro  eespitieio  submotis 
harliaris  dneto.” 
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our  inquiry  in  the  writings  of  Greek  and  Latin  authors.  As  those 
writers,  who  were  contemporary  with  Severus,  do  not  give  him  the  credit 
of  building  the  Wall,  we  ure  at  liberty  to  suppose  that  their  successors, 
who  do  so  have  (owing  to  the  lapse  of  time,  their  distance  from  the 
scene  of  operations,  and  the  general  disorder  of  the  period)  mistaken 
the  reparation  of  the  Wall  for  its  original  construction.  At  all  events 
we  may  fairly  cite  in  opposition  to  their  statements  the  circumstances 
in  which  Severus  was  placed  during  his  stay  in  Britain,  and  which  render 
it  extremely  improbable  that  lie  should  have  effected  so  great  a work. 

What  time  had  Severus  for  building  the  Wall,  and  what  troops 
could  lie  spare  for  effecting  so  great  an  undertaking?  Dion  Cassius 
tells  us  expressly  that  “ he  returned  not  from  the  British  expedition, 
but  died  three  years  after  he  undertook  it.”  A perusal  of  Herodian’s 
account  of  his  war  against  the  Caledonians  leaves  the  impression  upon 
the  mind  that  it  occupied  the  whole  of  the  time  between  his  arrival  in 
Britain  and  his  death.  Dion  Cassius,  indeed,  speaks  of  a peace  which 
he  compelled  the  Caledonians  to  submit  to,  and  of  a second  insurrec- 
tion which  broke  out  before  his  death  ; but  the  account  which  he  gives 
us  of  the  “ indescribable  labours  of  Severus  in  cutting  down  woods, 
levelling  hills,  making  marshes  passable,  and  constructing  bridges  over 
rivers  ; ” of  the  havoc  committed  upon  his  troops,  not  less  than  “ fifty 
thousand  of  them  perishing;”  and  of  the  emperor’s  dogged  perseve- 
rance, pressing  on  in  defiance  of  all  difficulties,  " until  he  had  nearly 
reached  the  extremity  of  the  island,  and  most  carefully  examined  the 
parallax  of  the  sun,  and  the  length  of  days  and  nights  both  in  summer 
and  winter,”  may  well  induce  us  to  suppose  that  the  greater  portion  of 
the  last  three  years  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  northern  division  of 
Britain.  Horsley  admits  this.  He  says,  “ There  was  perhaps  scarce 
time  for  him  to  begin  and  finish  the  Wall  between  the  conclusion  of 
the  peace  and  his  death,  and  much  less  between  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace  and  his  going  to  York.”  If  he  did  not  construct  the  Wall  on 
his  return  from  his  Scottish  expedition,  when  did  he  do  it?  Not  surely 
when  lie  set  out.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  to  subjugate  the  whole  of 
Caledonia ; the  erection  of  a barrier  line  a hundred  miles  to  the  south 
of  the  Wall  of  Antonine  would,  in  such  circumstances,  have  seemed  an 
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enormous  waste  of  time  anti  power.  Not  certainly  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  struggle.  He  was  evidently  engaged  in  a desperate 
venture,  and  had  neither  time  nor  disposable  force  for  the  construction 
of  an  extensive  work  like  the  Iloinan  Wall.  He  set  in  order  the  stations 
on  his  line  of  march,  and  probably  repaired  much  of  the  Wall ; the 
circumstances  of  the  case  do  not  warrant  us  in  supposing  that  he  was 
able  to  effect  anything  beyond  this. 

We  turn  now  to  the  next  branch  of  our  inquiry,  the  evidence 
which  the  works  themselves  furnish  as  to  their  nature  and  their  origin. 

One  circumstance,  admitted  by  all  writers  on  the  Wall,  argues 
very  strongly  in  favour  of  the  theory  that  both  Mums  and  Vallum  are 
but  parts  of  one  great  engineering  scheme  : it  is  that  the  Wall  is 
almost  uniformly  taken  over  ground  which  gives  the  greatest  advantage 
in  repelling  an  attack  from  the  north,  and  the  Vallum  occupies  positions 
whence  a southern  foe  could  best  be  resisted.  Horsley  himself  thus 
states  the  fact : — 

“And  it  must  be  owned  that  the  southern  prospect  of  Hadrian’s  work,  and  the 
defence  on  that  eide,  is  generally  better  than  on  the  north ; whereas  the  northern  prospect 
and  defence  have  been  principally  or  only  taken  care  of  in  the  Wall  of  Severus.” — 
Britannia  Roman  a,  p.  125. 

If  we  suppose  that  the  Vallum  was  an  independent  work,  reared 
without  reference  to  the  Wall,  and  yet  that  it  was  made  with  the  view 
of  repelling  northern  aggression,  we  must  admit  that  its  engineers  have 
succeeded  most  admirably  in  doing  their  work  as  badly  as  possible, 
making  the  Roman  defences  as  weak  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would 
allow,  and  giving  the  enemy  every  possible  advantage. 

On  the  theory  that  the  Wall  and  Vallum  were  hut  parts  of  one 
scheme,  the  Wall  1 icing  intended  to  repel  an  attack  from  the  Caledonian 
foe,  and  the  Vallum  to  guard  against  a stealthy  assault  on  the  part  of 
the  half-subdued  inhabitants  of  the  country  south  of  the  Wall,  all 
becomes  plain.  To  use  the  words  of  Stukeley — “ The  true  intent  both 
of  Vallum  and  Wall  was  in  effect  to  make  a camp  extending  across  the 
kingdom,  and,  consequently,  fortified  both  ways.” 

The  opiuiou  of  Horsley,  that  the  north  agger  of  the  Vallum  was 
a military  way,  constructed  by  Agricola,  but  afterwards  adopted  by 
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Hadrian,  is  singularly  untenable.  Can  it  for  a moment  be  supposed 
that  Hadrian,  in  constructing  his  barrier,  would  be  satisfied  with  a 
road  which  lay  outside  his  ramparts,  or,  in  other  words,  open  to  the 
occupation  of  the  enemy ; especially  when  it  is  considered  that  for  a 
considerable  space  this  road  is  commanded  by  the  rising  ground  to 
the  north  of  it  ? On  the  other  theory  all  is  consistent.  According 
to  it  the  north  agger  discharges  the  same  functions  as  the  other 
ramparts  of  the  Vallum,  and  Hadrian’s  military  way,  miles  of  which 
still  exist,  runs  on  the  south  side  of  the  Wall  from  castellum  to 
castellum,  and  from  station  to  station.  Lying  between  the  Wall  and 
Vallum  it  is  protected  not  only  from  attack  but  almost  from  observation 
on  both  sides. 

A similar  observation  applies  to  the  relation  subsisting  between 
the  lines  of  fortification  and  the  stations.  In  a very  few  instances  the 
stations  are  to  the  south  both  of  Wall  and  Vallum  ; but  in  the  majority 
of  eases  the  Vallum  leaves  the  stations  to  a large  extent  or  altogether 
unprotected.  This  is  a state  of  things  which  no  engineer  of  ancient 
or  modern  times  would  tolerate.  View  the  whole  as  one  work,  and  the 
difficulty  vanishes.  The  Murua  comes  up  to  the  north  rampart  of  the 
stations,  or  the  northern  pier  of  their  lateral  gateways ; the  Vallum  falls 
in  with  the  southern  rampart  or  southern  pier  of  the  gateways.  Thus 
the  Vallum  and  the  Wall  bind  the  whole  fortification  together,  and  enable 
it  satisfactorily  to  resist  aggression  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  come. 

In  so  extensive  a work  as  the  Wall,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
there  should  be  perfect  consistency  of  plan,  or  that  the  rules  generally 
observed  should  never  be  transgressed.  Mr.  McLauchlun,  who  is  of 
opinion  that  the  barrier  is  the  work  of  three  periods,  points  out  three 
places  on  the  line  where  the  Wall  and  Vallum  approach  more  closely 
than  he  thinks  they  would  do  if  they  had  been  constructed  at  the  same 
time.  He  also  gives  two  instances  in  which  he  considers  that  the  Wall 
has  been  bent  in  its  onward  course,  for  no  other  reason  than  to  avoid 
running  in  upon  the  Vallum.' 

Observations  coming  from  so  high  and  unbiassed  an  authority  will 


1 Memoir  written  during1  a Survey  of  tlie  Roman  Wall,  p.  DO. 
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command  universal  respect ; but  surely  a few  cases  such  as  those 
named  are  not  sufficient  to  overthrow  the  argument  dedueible  from  the 
design  and  execution  of  the  works  as  a whole.  Besides,  might  not  a 
certain  amount  of  latitude  Ikj  allowed  to  the  superintending  engineer 
of  each  section  of  the  work,  the  exercise  of  which  would  make  itself 
felt  at  the  points  where  the  several  parts  joined? 

5Ir.  McLaucldan  notices  the  tendency  which  the  Vallum  has  to 
run  long  distances  in  a straight  line,  whereas  the  Wall  changes  its 
course  with  comparative  frequency.  The  angles  in  the  Wall,  he  also 
observes,  arc  usually  more  acute  than  those  in  the  line  of  the  Vallum. 

Although  it  was  necessary  to  guard  against  sudden  surprise  from 
the  south,  danger  was  not  nearly  so  much  to  be  apprehended  in  that 
quarter  ns  in  the  opposite.  On  this  account  probably  it  is  that  the 
northern  line  is  constructed  with  so  much  scrupulous  care.  It  adapts 
itself  pertinaciously  to  each  projecting  crag  and  headland,  regardless  of 
the  numerous  angles  which  it  is  forced  to  make,  or  of  the  heights  which  it 
is  constrained  to  climb.  The  Vallum,  on  the  other  hand,  pursues  a 
more  independent  course.  It  marches  onward  in  a straight  line,  regard- 
less of  occasional  difficulties,  which  the  other  could  not  neglect.  The 
difference  of  purpose  and  material  seem  sufficient  to  account  for  the 
difference  of  treatment  in  the  two  lines  of  the  barrier. 

We  now  address  ourselves  to  the  concluding  branch  of  the 
argument — the  autograph  statements  of  the  builders  of  the  Wall. 

In  our  examination  of  the  ruins  of  the  great  structure,  we  have 
met  with  numerous  dedicatory  slabs,  which  establish  the  date  of  the 
buildings  to  which  they  were  attached. 

In  the  time  of  Hadrian,  the  practice  of  carving  these  inscriptions 
was  but  just  coming  into  vogue,  and  they  are  characterised  by  their 
brevity  and  simplicity.  In  the  reigns  of  his  successors  they  were  more 
freely  used,  and  they  are,  comparatively,  elaborate  in  their  details.  If, 
therefore,  Severus  built  the  Wall,  we  should  expect  to  find  frequent 
intimations  of  the  fact  in  the  stations  and  mile-castles  of  the  Munis. 
The  truth,  however,  is  that  from  Wallsend  to  Bowness  wc  do  not  meet 
with  a single  inscription  belonging  to  the  reign  of  Severus,  while  we 
meet  with  several  belonging  to  that  of  Hadrian. 
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At  tlic  station  of  Pkocolitia  we  have  a slab  containing  the  name 
of  Aulus  Platorius  Nepos,  the  friend  and  legate  of  Hadrian  at  Vi.xno- 
i.axa  we  have  a stone  bearing  the  name  of  Hadrian  himself;'  at  AEsica 
wc  have  another at  Magna  is  an  altar  raised  for  the  welfare  of  his 
adopted  son,  Lucius  vElius,  who  died  before  Hadrian  ;*  and  at  the 
station  at  Walton  House  we  have  an  altar  which  undoubtedly  belongs 
to  the  reign  of  Hadrian.* 

The  mile-castles,  which  are  essential  parts  of  the  Wall,  and  have 
no  immediate  connection  with  the  Vallum,  bear  similar  testimony. 
Not  one  of  them  has  yielded  an  inscription  to  Severus  or  his  sons. 
On  the  other  hand,  five  of  them  have  supplied  dedications  to  Hadrian. 
These  are  the  Housesteads,"  the  Milking-Gap, T the  Castle-Nick,*  the 
Cawfields,*  and  the  Chapel  House  mile-castles.”  What  renders  these 
inscriptions  the  more  valuable  for  our  present  purpose  is  that  the 
castella,  in  which  four  of  them  have  been  found,  stand  upon  a part 
of  the  line  which  is  farther  removed  from  the  Vallum  than  any  other, 
and  occupies  a much  higher  elevation  than  it  does.  That  these  stones 
should  have  been  brought  from  the  Vallum  is  in  the  highest  degree 
improbable. 

Turning  to  the  supporting  stations  of  the  Wall,  we  meet  with 
memorials  of  both  Hadrian  and  Severus.  Slabs  belonging  to  the  time 
of  Hadrian  have  been  found  at  Jarrow,"  Bewcastle,"  Nethcrby,"  Mary- 
port,  and  Moresby."  And  then  as  to  Severus — In  the  crypt,"  at 
Hexham,  is  a fine  slab,  bearing  his  name  and  the  names  of  his 
sons.  The  large  gateway  slab  found  at  Habitaxcch  is  similarly 
inscribed at  this  place  also  several  fragments  of  inscriptions  bearing 
portions  of  his  titles  have  been  found.  At  Old  Carlisle,  near  Wigton, 
two  altars  have  been  found  dedicated  to  Jupiter  for  the  safety  of 
Severus.'*  On  the  face  of  an  old  quarry,  near  Birdoswald,  the  names 
of  the  consuls  for  a.d.  210  are  inscribed,"  and  the  famous  Gelt  inscrip- 
tion contains  the  names  of  the  consuls  for  a.d.  207.” 


' Pap  171.  8 Pap  017.  • Pap  2W5.  4 Pap  244.  8 Pap  282.  • Pap  2<4.  Pop  208. 
* Pap  16.  8 Pnp  2-JO.  w Pap  231.  11  Pap  302.  11  Pap  JJ54.  u Pap  337.  14  Pap  367. 

43  Pop  372.  “ Pop  343.  '*  Pop  330.  ,H  Pop  303.  19  Pop  207.  •’  Pap  82. 
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'Wlien  \vc  bear  in  mind  how  many  inscriptions,  found  upon  the 
Antonine  Wall  in  Scotland,  ltear  the  name  of  its  builder,  Antoninus, 
the  paucity  of  those  in  the  Lower  Isthmus  which  mention  Scptimius 
Severus,  and  the  entire  absence  of  them  on  the  Wall  itself,  is  quite 
inconsistent  with  the  supposition  that  he  built  the  Wall.  The  large 
slab,  found  at  Habitaxcum,  expressly  states  that  lie  restored  the  gate 
and  repaired  the  walls  of  the  station.  Nothing  could  be  more  likely 
than  that  before  marching  into  Scotland  he  should  put  the  stations 
on  his  line  of  march  into  an  efficient  state  of  repair.  This  he  seems 
to  have  done ; and  to  this  cause  the  slabs  which  bear  his  name  at 
Hexham,  and  on  the  line  of  the  Watling  Street,  are  probably  to  be 
ascribed.  That  he  repaired  the  Wall  throughout  a considerable  part 
of  its  extent  is  also  probable.  In  doing  this  he  might  possibly  resort 
to  the  same  quarries  as  Hadrian  had  done.  That  his  quarrymen  should 
leave  some  mark  behind  them  is  nothing  remarkable ; but,  it  must  be 
remembered,  that  in  the  very  commencement  of  their  operations  they 
would  necessarily  remove  any  inscriptions  which  their  predecessors 
might  have  left.  These  rock  markings  are,  therefore,  of  little  avail  in 
the  settlement  of  the  question. 

In  reviewing  this  part  of  the  argument  it  may  justly  be  said  that 
the  testimony  of  the  men  who  built  and  garrisoned  the  Wall  is  wholly 
on  the  side  of  Hadrian.  It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  the  great  Horsley 
to  state  that  with  the  exception  of  the  fragment  of  one  inscription, 
the  import  of  which  he  had  not  the  means  of  ascertaining,  none  of  the 
tablets  bearing  the  name  of  Hadrian  had  been  discovered  in  his  day. 
Had  he  seen  them  his  views  regarding  the  parts  respectively  performed 
by  the  two  emperors  would  doubtless  have  been  greatly  modified. 

The  supposition  that  Hadrian  built  the  Wall  is  consistent  with 
the  accounts  which  historians  give  us  of  his  attachment  to  architectural 
undertakings.  He  was  eminently  a great  builder ; numerous  works  of 
magnitude  and  merit  in  the  most  distant  parts  of  his  great  empire 
bear  witness  to  the  fact  even  at  this  hour.  The  castle  of  St.  Angelo, 
at  Home,  may  be  taken  as  an  example.  Though  intended  by  him  simply 
for  the  repose  of  his  remains,  and  though,  as  we  now  sec  it,  it  has  been 
shorn  of  its  original  proportions,  it  has  formed  for  several  centuries 
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the  principal  fortress  of  Rome.  We  may  safely  conclude  that  Hadrian 
was  the  builder  of  the  Wall. 

Hadrian,  when  dying,  is  slid  thus  to  have  addressed  his  soul  : — 

Animula,  vagula,  blandula, 

IIoBpes,  eomeaque  corporis, 

Q»a*  nunc  ahibi*  in  loca, 

Pallidula,  rigida,  nudula  ? 

Kec,  ut  »olcs,  dabis  jocoa. 


Poor,  little,  pretty,  fluttering  thing. 

Must  we  no  longer  live  together? 

And  dost  thou  prune  thy  trembling  wing; 

To  take  thy  flight  thou  koow*8t  not  whither  ? 

Tbv  humorous  vein,  thy  pleading  folly 
Lies  all  neglected,  all  forgot ; 

And,  pensive,  wavering,  melancholy. 

Thou  dread'st  and  hopVt  thou  know’at  not  what  3 

— PRIOR. 

Severus’s  restless  pursuit  after  happiness  was  equally  vain.  His 
dying  words  are  said  to  have  been,  “Omnia  fui  ct  nihil  expedit  — 
l have  tried  everything,  and  found  nothing  of  any  avail. 
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1 )S'I‘  apposite  is  the  remark  tit'  Dr.  Johnson — 
Whatever  withdraws  us  from  the  power 
of  our  senses — whatever  makes  the  past, 
tiie  distant,  or  the  future  predominate 
over  the  present,  advances  us  in  the  dignity 
of  thinking  Wings."  Few  things  are  so  well 
calculated  to  produce  tins  effect  as  the  altars  and  lettered  tablets  that 
have  been  left  on  our  soil  by  the  Romans.  Who,  even  at  the  first 
glance,  is  not  moved  by  the  reflection  that  these  antique  records  were 
chiselled  bv  hands  which  for  so  many  centuries  have  mouldered  in  the 
dust  ? When  we  proceed  to  decipher  them  our  emotions  become  more 
varied  and  more  intense.  The  old  Roman  seems  to  rise  from  the 
tomb,  and  to  reveal  his  modes  of  thought  and  principles  of  action. 
His  breast  heaves — his  heart  is  laid  bare.  In  lines  which  his  own 
fingers  have  carved  the  gods  before  whom  he  trembled  are  declared. 
Looking  on  the  very  altar  at  which  he  knelt,  we  almost  seem  to  see 
“the  mean  man  bowing  down,  and  the  great  man  bumbling  himself."’ 

The  region  of  the  Wall  has  yielded  more  inscribed  stones  of  the 
Roman  period  than  any  other  in  the  kingdom.  Many  of  them  have 
already  been  presented  to  the  render;  some  others  will  here  be  described. 

The  inscriptions  of  the  mural  line  may  be  divided  into  four 
classes — altars,  tombstones,  dedication  slabs,  and  eentnrial  stones. 

ALTA  US. 

The  earliest  form  of  idolatry  has  undoubtedly  been  the  worship  of 
the  sun  and  the  moon.  It  existed  as  earlv  as  the  time  of  Job,  for  we 
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find  that  patriarch  saving  : — “ If  I beheld  the  sun  when  it  shined,  or 
the  moon  walking  in  brightness,  and  my  heart  hath  been  secretly 
enticed,  or  my  mouth  hath  kissed  my  hand  : this  also  were  an  iniquity 
to  be  punished,  for  I should  have  denied  the  God  that  is  above.”  The 
productive  powers  of  nature,  and  all  those  agencies  by  which  life  is 
upheld  and  blessed,  were,  as  a necessary  consequence  of  this  earliest 
idolatry,  regarded  not  as  agents  in  the  hands  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
but  as  deities  themselves.  Gratitude  to  the  heroes  of  a past  age  assumed 
the  form  of  worship,  and  the  mystery  attending  the  unseen  world 
induced  survivors  to  regard  with  a reverence  approaching  to  deification 
the  departed  spirits  of  their  relatives.  At  length  every  river  and 
district  had  its  god,  every  house  its  own  peculiar  deities,  every  hill  and 
grove  its  genius,  and  every  fountain  its  presiding  nymphs. 

The  ecclesiastical  polity  of  the  Homans  was  patriarchal.  The 
father  was  the  priest  of  his  family ; the  general  propitiated  the  gods  for 
his  army ; and  the  emperor,  as  the  head  of  the  state,  was  Pontifex 
Maximus — the  chief  minister  of  religion.' 

The  Romans  soon  found  that  other  nations  were  guided  by  the 
same  principles  ns  themselves  in  the  selection  of  deities.  Ciesar  and 
Tacitus  recognised  in  the  gods  of  Gaul  and  Germany  the  Mercury, 
Jupiter.  Mars,  and  Minerva  of  their  own  mythology.  Diversity  of 
names  and  occasional  varieties  of  attributes  occasioned  little  difficulty. 

Temples  were  speedily  raised  in  the  provinces,  in  which  Roman  and 
barbarous  deities  exchanged  names  and  attributes  with  one  another.'”  Of 
this  we  meet  with  several  examples  on  the  Wall. 


1 “To  the  Homans,  as  long-  as  they  maintained  a sjwirk  of  ancient  sentiment,  the  emperor, 
tn  his  capacity  of  Chief  i ’on tiff-  n title  with  which  Constantine  aud  Valentiniun  dared  not  dis- 
pense—seemed  still  the  np|>ointed  minister  of  the  national  religion,  still  the  intercessor  for  the 
divine  favour,  the  channel  of  covenanted  mercies  to  the  state,  whatever  form  of  ministration  he 
illicit  employ,  to  whatever  name  he  mijrlit  addre-s  himself  in  behalf  of  the  Empire.  He  was  still 
oil  a lur^re  scale,  and  in  the  public  behoof,  what  the  Homans  had  lieen  wont  to  consider  the  head 
of  each  private  family  to  Im*  in  li is  domestic  .sphere.  Cato  the  Censor  directed  the  paterfamilias 
to  offer  prayers  nnd  sacrifices  to  Jupiter,  Mars,  uml  Janus,  that  they  mig-ht  be  propitious  to  * him- 
self, to  his  house,  to  his  whole  family;'  and  throughout  the  bounds  of  the  Roman’s  farm  there  was 
no  bailiff,  hind,  or  bondman  who  would  have  ventured  probably  to  otfer  a prayer  or  a sacrifice  on 
his  own  account,  still  less  to  ouestion  the  authority  of  his  master  to  offer  for  himself  nnd  for  them 
nil  whatever  prayers,  and  whatever  sacrifices,  nnd  address  himself  to  whatever  deity  he  mi^lit 
choose.” — Dr.  Mem  ale's  Conversion  of  the  Homan  Empire,  p.  xiv. 

1 Dollinp-er’s  'Hie  (lentile  nnd  the  Jew,  by  N.  Darnell,  51. A..  Vol.  IF.,  p.  101. 


Digitized  by  Google 


388 


USI  AL  FORM  or  AN  AI.TAK. 


There  was,  however,  as  Eusebius  informs  us,  “an  ancient  law  anion*; 
the  Romans  that  no  one  should  be  ranked  among  the  gods  unless  by  a 
vote  and  decree  of  the  senate.''1  Xot  until  this  approval  had  been 
obtained  could  the  emperor  consecrate  the  deity.'  Hence,  however 
liberally  new  gods  were  added  to  those  already  acknowledged,  no 
religion  was  tolerated  which  disputed  their  claims.  On  this  account  the 
.Jewish  and  Christian  systems  were  absolutely  proscribed. 

The  reader  is  already  familiar  with  the  form  of  a Roman  altar. 
It  consists  of  a shaft,  together  with  a capital  and  base.  A small  cavity 
on  the.  top,  called  the  “ focus,”  received  the  offerings.  On  each  side  of 
the  focus  is  a volute  or  roll,  which  the  present  writer  is  disposed  to 
think  has  been  intended  to  represent  the  faggots  originally  used  in 
consuming  the  offering.  The  dedication  is  inscribed  on  the  face  of  the 
shaft,  while  on  the  sides  we  have  representations,  in  relief,  of  festoons, 

the  insignia  of  the  deity,  the  victims,  or  the 
implements  used  in  the  sacrifice.  Amongst 
the  most  common  representations  of  this 
kind,  and  which  are  shown  on  the  small 
altar  here  introduced,  are  the  " pradericu- 
luni,’’  or  pitcher,  which  contained  the  wine 
tor  the  offering;  the  “patera,”  or  round 
shallow  dish,  with  a handle,  which  was  used 
in  throwing  a small  quantity  of  wine  on  the 
altar;  the  "securis,"  or  axe,  with  which  the  animal  was  slain  ; and  the 
“cnl ter,"  or  knife,  used  in  Haying  or  dividing  it. 

Most  of  the  altars  found  on  the  Wall  are  three  or  four  feet  high. 
Others,  for  the  most  part  uninscribed,  are  scarcely  so  many 
inches.  One  of  these  pocket  altars,  as  they  may  lie  termed,  is 
shown  in  the  woodcut ; it  was  found  at  Bhkmkmim,  and  is  now 
at  Alnwick  Castle.  There  is  one  of  similar  size  in  the  collection 
at  Xetherby.  The  formula,  v.  s.  l.  si.,  with  which  the  inscriptions  usually 

1 Ecclefiiastical  History,  Dook  II.,  (’Imp.  II. 

•This  leads  Tcrtullian  to  remark  : — “Unlew  u jrwl  men,  hi*  is  not  made  n pod;  ami 

thus,  according  to  this  procedure,  it  is  necessary  that  uiun  should  propitious  to  the  god.” 
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conclude,  will  have  attracted  tlie  attention  of  the  reader,  and  has  often 
been  explained  in  the  previous  pages.1 

As  might  be  inferred,  from  the  small  size  of  the  focus,  the  offerings 
presented  to  the  deities  were  not  large  in  bulk.  When  an  animal  was 
slain,  a fragment  of  the  entrails  was  sometimes  all  that  tell  to  the  portion 
of  the  god.  Thus  Ovid  sings : — 

“ Idibus  in  magni  caetus  Jovis  a»de  sacerdos 
Semiinaris  flinunu  viscera  libat  ovia.” 


Occasions  of  sacrifice  were  often-times  seasons  of  merry-making.  The 
victim  and  the  dedicated  wine  formed  the  ready  material  for  a feast. 

As  might  be  expected, 
most  of  the  .altars  found  upon 
the  Wall  are  dedicated  to 
Jupiter.  He  was  the  supreme 


I.  O.  M.  KT 

vik[anisJ  pro  sa- 
ute D.  If.  M.  AXTojxm* 
OOHDIAJTI  I*. 

F.  AVtJ.  V|K[oHVM] 
MAO[f«TRl]  ara[m] 

COL.  AVI*  (or  r). 

To  Jupiter  and 

the  village  deities  for  the  safety 
of  our  lotd  Marcus  Antoninus 
Ctordianus  pious 
luippy  august  the  village 
wardens  this  altar 


[erect  | 


protector  of  Rome,  and  to  him 
the  title  of  ‘‘greatest  and  best" 
was  usually  accorded.  Many 
altars  to  Jupiter  have  already 
been  introduced ; the  present 
example  is  laid  before  the  reader  simply  because  it  possesses  some 


1 Hurslov  observes — **  There  is  one  tiling  in  these  Pagan  votive  altars  that  may  lie  a 


390  THE  EMPERORS  DEIFIED. 

novelty  of  feature.  It  was  found  in  the  station  of  Old  Carlisle,  and  is 
now  at  Wigton  Hall.' 

It  will  have  been  noticed  that  not  (infrequently  the  dedication. 
iovi  optimo  maximo,  is  followed  by  the  words,  kt  xvmixidvs  avovsti.  In 
one  instance  the  invocation,  x.  avq.,  precedes  that  of  the  local  deity, 
vaxavntis.  and  in  another  the  only  dedication  is  virtvti  avgvstae — to 
Imperial  valour.  There  can  he  little  doubt  that  the  emperors  of  Rome, 
even  before  their  death,  were  worshipped  ns  gods.  The  Mantuan  bard, 
addressing  Augustus,  says  he  has  no  doubt  of  his  divinity,  though  he 
knows  not  what  region  to  assign  to  his  especial  care.  Ovid  assures 
Tiberius  that  there  is  in  his  house  an  altar  not  only  to  him.  hut  to  each 
member  of  his  family,  on  which  he  offers  frankincense,  whilst  breathing 
forth  his  supplications,  every  morning.  When  the  people  of  Lyons 
wished  to  rear  an  altar  to  Augustus,  that  politic  emperor  declined  the 
honour  unless  the  goddess  Roma  were  associated  with  him.  The  revolt 
of  the  Britons  under  Boadicea  was  accelerated  by  the  conduct  of  the 
priests  who  ministered  in  the  temple  of  the  god  Claudius,  the  reigning 
emperor,  at  Colchester.  The  city  of  Cvzicus  was  deprived  of  its 
freedom  because  its  inhabitants  neglected  the  worship  of  the  god 
Tiberius.  Suetonius  informs  us  that  Domitian  required  all  who 
approached  him  to  style  him  “ our  lord  and  god.”  It  will  also  be 
remembered  that  when  in  the  time  of  Marcus  Aurelius  and  Lucius 
Yerus,  Polycarp  was  accused  of  being  a Christian,  the  tests  applied  to 
him  were — “ Say  Lord  Ciesar,  and  sacrifice,”  “ Swear  by  Ciesar’s 
fortune,”  “ Swear  by  the  genius  of  Caesar.”  Rather  than  do  this  the 
venerable  man  submitted  to  the  flames  of  martyrdom. 

Rome  herself  was  regarded  as  a goddess,  and  was  worshipped  as 

shame  nuii  n reproach  to  a great  many  who  call  themselves  < .'hristiaius,  ami  that  is  the  willingness 
ami  cheerfulness  with  which  they  paid  the  vows  they  had  made.  These  letter*,  v.  ft.  !..  m.,  are 
added  at  the  end  of  inscriptions  that  art*  on  foieli  altars,  wherehv  they  signified  how  willinglv  and 
cheerfully,  as  well  as  deservedly,  they  performed  the  vows  they  had  made,  viz.,  * votum  solvit 
lilieiis  men  to,’  or  ‘votum  solvit  liliens,  hiliens  (or  betas)  nierito.’  Much  more  deservedly,  and 
therefore,  more  willingly  and  cheerfully,  should  the  vows  made  to  the  Most  High,  to  the  true  uud 
living  Ciod,  be  paid  or  {•erformed  to  him.” — Vows  in  Trouble,  London,  lTVJ). 

’The  writer  is  indebted  to  Professor  H Ulmer,  of  Berlin,  for  the  reading  given.  Tho  **  vikus," 
commonly  spelt  “ vieus,”  one  of  the  smaller  borough*,  was  directed  by  “mapatri”  not  like  the 
“oolonia11  and  “ muiitcipium M hv  “ duoviri,*'  or  “ tjuatuorviri.”  The  “vikani”  are  here  put 
instead  of  the  “(icniua  vici.”  .Mr.  C.  ltoach  Smith  suggests  to  the  writer  that  the  deity  associated 
with  Jupiter  is  vvjuiANV*,  Vulcan. 
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silt'll.  Sevetal  altars  dedicated  to  her  have  been  found  in  the  mural 
district,  one  of  which,  from  the  station  of  __ 

Maryport,  is  eojiied  in  the  woodcut. 

When  we  consider  that  from  the  eitv  of  ""MAK 

the  seven  hills  the  armies  marched  which  f T Toinvii^ 

held  the  world  in  subjection,  and  that  piirtynae 

into  her  lap  was  poured  the  wealth  of  ,lE»vn.  »J.,  j 

countless  provinces,  we  cannot  be  sur-  To  fan 

prised  that  her  citizens  were  tempted  to  «!«•  •■"•rnal  sijwjj 

regard  her  with  feelings  partaking  more 

, , Ftirtuna  ■Qr 

of  idolatry  than  admiration.  JM„\.  I r 

Next  to  Jupiter,  Fortune  seems  to  ,i. ,,  -1 

have  been  the  favourite  deity  of  the  ,a.  I*.  *,  ■■ 

Homan  soldier.  To  her  he  looked  for  success  in  battle,  and  for  a safe 
return  to  his  home,  when  the  period 
of  service  was  over.  The  altar  here 

figured  was  found  at  Haiiitaxctm,  gjg  fj) 

and  is  now  in  the  museum  at  New- 

castle.  When  discovered  it  was 

standing  upon  two  courses  of  squared  K iV/’v' 

stones,  as  shown  in  the  drawing.  It  ! LQildG  i!.'l'i?S  1 


To  Rome 
tlie  **f 
nnrt 

Ftirtuna 

flrdux. 


m-m 

Hrr 


d for  a safe 


? VArrKr/SH 
LOtidGihraSl 

'f;  -1 


SAfUVM  C AIVS 


TIIIHVNVS.] 


To  Fortune 
sacred,  Cains 
Valerius 
Longinus 
rribune. 


possesses  the  peculiarity  of  having  its  SI  jr 
inscription  repeated  upon  the  base,  K ; 

where  also  is  a second  focus. 

Mars  is  oecasionallv  addressed,  \ I >>■ 

though  not  so  frequently  as  we  might  ul  Utc  wtuMc  •tfarturt,  6 fr-t, 

expect  in  a chain  of  fortresses.  The  altar  here  shown  was  found  at 
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Man  port,  and  is  now  at  Nether  Hall.  The  epithet,  “ militaris,”  which 

is  here  applied,  is  not  common  ; it 
occurs,  however,  on  an  altar  found 
at  Bonn,  and  described  in  Gruter. 

MARTI  MILITAH1 
COM.  «,  BA  ETAS  1- 
ORVM  C[vi] 

PRAKKa't]  [CAl-]  (.') 

VS  TVTOR  [PRAE-] 

FKCTV* 

V.  8.  LL.  M. 

To  Mars  die  warlike 
the  first  cohort  of  Ihcta- 
fiians 

commomlotl  by  Cuius 
Tutor 
prefect 

ilcilicatt*  most  willingly,  Ac, 

The  next  woodcut  represents, 
of  the  full  size,  a plate  of  gold 
which  was  found  in  a heap  of  rub- 
bish outside  the  camp  of  Lanchester 
in  171(>,  and  is  now  in  the  Chapter 
Library  at  Durham.  It  has  pro- 
».  <**>..<*.  bably  been  attached  to  a stone 

altar.  The  letters  of  the  inscription  arc  rudely  shaped,  and  have  been 
formed  by  being  punched  out  from  the  other  side.  In  one  or  two  places 
. .... _ _ — the  tool  has  struck  through  the 

KMArTi.i 

; A V C 


metal.  The  inscription  may  be 
read — dko  marti  avovsto  avffidivs 
avfidianvs  dedicat.  Horsley  re- 
marks : — “ It  may  be  questioned 
whether  we  are  to  read  marti 
avgvsto,  and  suppose  the  emperor 
to  be  represented  under  the  image 
or  nature  of  the  god  of  war ; or  marti  avgvsti,  and  to  suppose  the 


i£)  ^ypp\T)l  f) 
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emperor  to  be  the  fnvouritc  of  Mars,  or  Mars  to  be  the  emperor's 
favourite  deity."  In  all  probability  the  emperor  is  himself  addressed. 

Several  altars  found  upon  the  Wall  arc  dedicated  to  Silvanus.  the 
god  of  woods  and  gardens,  the  protector  of  flocks,  and  the  guardian  of 
boundaries.  There  must  have  been  something  warlike  in  his  character, 
or  he  would  not  have  been  so  popular  with  the  Roman  garrisons. 
“Cato  calls  him  Mars  Silvanus,  from  which 
it  is  clear  that  he  must  have  been  connected 
with  the  Italian  Mars."'  Even  Mars  himself 
seems  originally  to  have  partaken  of  the 
agrarian  character,’  so  that  the  two  deities 
might  easily  be  interchanged. 

SILVA  NO  IN' V|  CTO  SAc[r\m] 
cf.uvs]  TETIVS  VETVR1VS  Ml  CU- 
N'VS  PRAEP;ECm]  ALAE  ftEBOSIA- 
NAE  OD  APRVM  F.X1MIAF. 

FOB MAE  CAPTVM  qVKM 
MVLTI  ANTECESSO- 
HKS  EIVS  PRAEDARI 
NON  POTVKHVNT  V.  S.  L.  M. 

To  Silvanus  the  invincible  sacred 
Cain?  Tt- tins  Veturius  Mi  chi- 
nos prefect  of  the  Seboaian 
cavalry  on  account  of  a boar  of  enormous 
size  taken  which 
many  of  his  predeces- 
sors were  not  able  to 

destroy  [erected  this]  in  discharge  of  a vow. 

The  most  remarkable  of  the  altars  to 
Silvanus  which  have  been  found  in  the 
North  of  England  is  the  one  here  figured. 

It.  was  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Stanhope,  where,  in  days  subsequent  to 
the  Roman  period,  the  bishops  of  Durham  held  their  great  forest  hunt; 
it  is  now  preserved  in  the  rectory  at  Stanhope.  From  the  Mai  pas 

1 l)r.  Leonhard  Schmitz  in  Dr.  W.  Smith's  Dictionary. 

’ “ Mars  is  to  be  found  in  three  different  aspects  at  Home:  ns  Mars  Gradivns,  the  war- god 
proper;  the  agrarian  Mare,  or  Silvanus;  and  a Murs  Quirinitt." — DoUiatfers  The  Gentile  and  the 
Jew,  by  Darnell,  VoL  II.,  p. 

!>• 


Lx*,  j tnt  by  I fox  J uKfcet. 
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rescript  wc  learn  that  the  Ala  Scbosinna  was  in  Britain  in  the  time  of 
Trajan,  and  was  composed  of  Gauls. 

Two  deities,  Coeidius  ami  Belatueader,  whose  altars  are  only  found 
on  the  western  section  of  the  Wall,  are  supposed  to  be  local  gods,  some- 
what akin  to  Mars.  The  engraving 
here  given  represents  an  altar  found 
at  Plumpton,  and  now  in  the  museum 

UEO 
MART  I 
1IELATVCA1>- 
RO  F.T  NVMI- 

kib[vs]  avo  vstorvii 

IVLIV8  AV- 
OVSTALIS 
AtToll  lVL[llj  LV- 

im  I'n  a]k[fecti j f{m  it.‘ 

To  the  "ud 
Mar? 

I Milt  (lea- 
der and  the  deities 
of  the  emjiertjrtt 
JnliuH  Au- 
gustalis 

the  ugentj[.')  of  Julius  Lu- 
pus prefect  made  this. 


at  Manchester.  As  in  this  instance, 
and  in  some  others.  Mars  and  Bela- 
tueader are  associated,  it  is  generally 


supposed  that  the  Romans  recognised  in  the  local  god  a representative 
of  their  own  martial  deity.  For  the  same  reason  Coeidius  and  Mars 


and  Silvanus  are 
thought  to  have  had 
much  in  common. 
The  epithet,  “ sanc- 
t us,”  which  is  not  un- 
frequently  applied 
bee,  t (m*  b iKiu,  bf  i toM.  to  Mars,  is  also  np- 

belunv[8.]  plied  to  his  two  local 

representatives.  The  word.  Belatueader,  appears  to  have  some  affinity 
with  the  name  of  the  great  eastern  deity,  Baal.  Whether  the  fragment 
of  an  inscription  here  engraved  gives  us  a more  direct  reference  to  the 
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DEAE  DEL* 

LON. IS  RVFI- 
N VS  PIUBP[ECT?4] 

e^'vitvm]  ala:  avo[vst*] 

ET  LAINIA- 

NV8  FIL[|V$.] 

To  the  goddess  Bi*l* 
lomi  Rufi- 
nus,  prefect  of  the 

cavalry  of  the  winjr  [styled]  the  Augustan 
and  Lninin- 

nus  his  son  [erected  this.] 


Phoenician  god  or  not  is  doubtful.  It  is,  however,  certain  that  Baal 
was  worshipped  at  Atjuileia  and  in  southern  Gaul  under  the  Latinised 
name  of  Belinus.  This  stone  was  found  at  Bineliester,  and  is  now  in 
the  museum  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  Newcastle. 

Bellona  was  the  female  personification  of  martial  prowess.  Only 
one  altar  to  this 
deity  has  been 
found  in  England; 
it  was  discovered 
near  the  station 
of  Old  Carlisle, 
and  is  represented 
in  the  woodcut. 

It  is  well 
known  that  the 
Roman  soldiers 
worshipped  their 

standards.  Tacitus  calls  the  Roman  eagles  “ Bellorum  Dei.”  They  were 
placed  in  a chapel  in  the  camp,  and,  along  with  the  other  deities, 
received  the  religious  worship  of  the  troops.’ 

The  altar  here  introduced  is  illustrative  of 
this  practice;  it  was  found  at Bremknum. 
and  is  now  at  Alnwick  Castle. 

GEN IO  F.T  8IGNIH 

coh[ohtis]  i.  f[idjj]  vardvl[lohvm] 
c[ivivm]  r[omanorvm]  k<)[titatjb]  mi  LI.  i a hi. i: 

T[lTV8]  LI  Cl  XI  VS  VALERI- 
AN VS  [t]rib]vxvs.] 

To  the  genius  and  standards 
of  th«  fir.«t  cohort  the  faithful  of  the  VarJuli 
Homan  citizens  cavalry  a thousand  strong 
Titus  Licinius  Valeri* 
anus  tribune  [erected  this.' 

The  demi-god,  Hercules,  the  iinperso- 
nation  of  physical  strength,  had  some  votaries  amongst  the  garrisons 


* Milninn.  V«l.  I.,  p.  1? 
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of  the  Wall.  The  fine  altar  exhibited  in  the  drawing  on  the  left  hand 
was  found  at  Borcovjcus,  and  is  now  at  Newcastle. 


Size,  i fc«c  7 indie*  by  I foot  y inraci. 


Sit*,  I fret  9 inrirti  by  I fool  9 inrU*. 


iilbcvli  To  Hercules 

COM.  I.  TVNOItoBfVJl]  the  fimt  cohort  of  Tunprian* 
mil[liakiaJ  a thousand  rtmnp 

t-*vi  PRAKEtrr  p.  AKl.[lvs]  commanded  by  1’ublina .Elios 
MODESTVS  peae[fkctv».j  lludcstus  prefect. 


DE.E  RAXCT.E 
W1NF.RV.E 

ruvm  «. 

VKRtltV* 

TBin[VXVH]  ARAM 
DEDIT. 


To  the  holy  poddesa 
Minerva 
Flavian  Hic- 
rcrimi* 

tribune  thin  attar 
dedicated. 


Neither  was  the  wisdom  which  often  prevails  over  physical  force 
neglected.  Minerva  had  her  votaries,  especially  in  the  exposed  fortress 
of  Bremenium.  One  fine  altar  has  already  been  figured,  another,  also  in 
the  museum  at  Alnwick  Castle,  is  now'  presented. 
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Dedications  to  Apollo  are  not  common  in  the  mural  region.  One 


small  altar  found  at  Chester-le-Strect  has 
already  been  given ; that  which  is  now 
introduced  was  found  on  Haltwhistle  Fell, 
near  the  Cawfields  mile-castle.  It  is  pre- 
served in  the  museum  at  Chesters. 

DEO  APOL- 
LINI  MELOXIV9 
SENILIS  F.X  PR[oVJNC!a]  (*) 
okk[mamaf/  svp'ehioius.] 
s.  s. 

L.  L.  M. 

To  the  god  Apol- 
lo Melonius 

Senilis  from  the  province 
of  Upper  Germany 
discharges  his  vow 
most  willingly  and  deservedly. 

One  of  the  most  curious  inscriptions 
found  in  the  district  traversed  by  the  Wall, 
is  that  which  is  shown  in  the  next  engraving. 


xRSVR 


■ 

■n  t-  • 

ISfcCMR 

smq: 

si*e,  | fool  4 locha  bp  6 lor be*. 


It  was  found  at  Houscsteads,  and  is  now  in  the  museum  at  Newcastle. 


On  some  occasion  of  great  perplexity,  the 
garrison  at  Houscsteads  seem  to  have  sought 
direction  from  the  oracular  god,  and  in 


Dll*  DEABV-WJVE  SE- 
CVSIIVM  IXTKIIPHE- 
TATIOXKM  OBACV- 
LI  CLARI  1 A POL  LIN  I A 
COM.  I.  TVNUROnVM. 


To  the  gods  and  goddesses  ac- 
cording; to  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  oracle  of 
the  illustrious  Apollo 
the  first  cohort  of  Tungrian*. 


obedience  to  the  response  to  have  carved 
this  inscription,  or,  more  probably,  erected 
the  temple  to  which  it  was  affixed. 


1 Dr.  MeUnul  prefers  rending  “ Clarii,"  from  tlie  well-known  epithet  whieh  Apollo  derive  1 
from  Clarus  in  Ionia. — Brit.  Horn.  Ins.,  p.  104. 
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Apollo  in  his  eastern  aspect,  «ts  the  Sun,  or  Mithras,  was  a very 
general  object  of  worship,  especially  towards  the  decline  of  the  Roman 
domination  in  Britain.  The  worship  of  Mithras  seems  to  have  been  in 
reality  the  worship  of  nature.  As  the  sun  is,  instrumcntnlly,  the  pro- 
moter of  all  vegetable  life,  and  the  stimulator  of  human  energy,  he,  in 

the  person  of  Mith- 
ras. became  the  ob- 
ject of  general  re- 
gard. The  bull  was 
sacred  to  Mithras, 
and  the  spilling  of 
its  blood  was  sup- 
posed to  communi- 
cate fertility  to  the 
earth.  Before  ini- 
tiation into  the  mys- 
teries of  Mithraism, 
austerities  of  the 
severest  nature  hail 
to  be  endured.  In 
consequence  of  the 
cruelty  and  impurity 
connected  with  this 
eastern  form  of  wor- 
sliip, Hadrian  passed 
decrees  repressing 
it.  Notwithstand- 
ing, it  made  rapid 
progress,  and.  ac- 
cording to  some  of 
the  fathers  of  the 
church,  rendered  it- 

Bizr,4lK'  I ii«i>  hr  1 lw»  Self  antagonistic  tO 

Christianity,  not  only  by  its  rejection  of  polytheism,  of  which  the  world 
was  tired,  and  the  adoption  of  a rationalistic  creed,  but  by  the  imitation 


Digitized  by  Google 


MITHRAIC  CAVE  AT  HOl'SKsTKADS. 


of  some  of  its  peculiar  rites.  Traces  of  Mithraic  worship  are  abundant 
in  the  mural  region.  The  most  interesting  remains  are  those  which 
were  discovered  at  Bokcovilts  in  the  summer  of  1822.  Some  workmen 
were  building  a fence  in  the  valley  south  of  the  station,  when,  in  their 
search  for  materials,  they  exposed  a rectangular  building  twelve  feet 
eight  inches  long  and  ten  feet  broad.  Advantage  had  been  taken  of 
the  form  of  the  ground,  for  the  building  partook  of  the  character  of  a 
cave  as  well  as  a temple.  There  is  a strong  feeder  of  water  on  the  spot, 
from  which  the  stream  which  usually  ran  through  a Mithraic  cave  might 
easily  have  been  supplied.  The  curious  tablet  shown  in  the  opposite 
engraving  stood  against  the  western  wall  of  the  temple  facing  the 
entrance,  having  an  altar  to  Mithras  on  each  side  of  it.  It  represents 
Mithras  surrounded  by  an  egg-shaped  zone,  on  which  are  carved  the 
signs  of  the  zodiac.  In  the  middle  of  the  cave,  face  downwards,  were 
some  fragments  of  a tablet 
representing  Mithras  slay- 
ing the  bull ; and  in  a 


CTO  MYTIl*: 

SAFCVLAIII 

LITORIVS 

PACATIAXYft  il'HO 

u "i:XBjr[lClAHlV9j  Cn'vXSVr.Alll  S 
KT  svis  v'otvmJ  s’olvit] 
l[ibkx*j  m’eiutu] 

To  the  awl 
tin*  Sun  flu*  in- 
viwibU*  Mitlmi* 
endurinjr  fur  ages 
Litorius 
Pararinmis 

n ronsuliir  lieneficiarr  lor 
1 1 illicit'  and  family  disi  liar**v*  a vow 
willinjrlr  and  dwerTedlv. 


corner  near  tin*  entrance 
was  a small  altar  to  the  sun. 

The  contents  of  the  cave  are  now  preserved  in  the  museum  at  Newcastle. 
The  largest  of  the  altars  found  on  this  oeeasion  is  shown  in  the  drawing.' 

• In  til!'  lir-t  volume,  nl.l  writ*,  of  the  Ari-hu-oioirin  .K'i:ni»,  i<  n Most  intvn-tmjr  u.vmnit  "I 
Mithrair  ui  Houo->iooil»,  from  «ta  pro  of  the  li.-v.  John  lUlir-on. 
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THE  SYRIAN  GODDESS. 


DEAR  tsVHl" 

AE  SVD  CALI*- 
VK.VIO  AGR- 
ICOLA  LEO.  A VO. 

PR.  PR.  A.  L(Cmv« 
CLEM  EXH  PIUEF. 

con.  i.  hamiorvm. 

To  the  Syrian  < •«»«!- 
dess  under  f’nlpur- 
niits  Agri- 

cola  imperial  Irgnte  and 
propr.etor  Aulus  Liriuitih 
Clemens  prefect  of  the 
first  cohort  of  Hiuuu 
[dedicates  this.] 


The  Mithraie  was  not  the  only  form  of  worship  which  was  intro- 
duced Ironi  the  east  into  the  north  of  England.  The  lloxw  1)ka  or  Svrian 

Goddess  had  many 
votaries  amongst  the 
garrisons  of  the  Wall. 

•;  AK  #VB  CALP'  At  Magna,  which  was 

at  one  time  occupied 
by  the  1 lamii.a  Syrian 
people,  some  impor- 
tant traces  of  this 
species  of  worship 
have  liecn  found.  The 
altar  here  shown,  and 
which  is  now  at  Cam- 
bridge, was  derived 
from  this  place.  The 
inscription  was  nearly 
( 5 jug  perfect  when  Camden 

copied  it : a great  por- 
tion of  it  is  now  lost  through  the  exfoliation  of  the  stone.  The  restored 
letters  are  printed  in  shadow. 

The  small  altar  in  the  margin  was  found  at  Magna,  where  a cohort 
of  Hamii  were  at  one  time  in  garrison.  Mr.  Swinhow,  who  drew 
attention  to  it  in  the  Gentleman'; s M>uj<iz!ne  for  1752, 
says : — “ 1 at  first  thought  it  to  have  been  the  name 
of  some  local  deity,  but  that  the  Syrian  Goddess,  or 
Mother  of  the  gods,  is  intended  by  it  I do  not  now  at 
all  question.”  The  altar  is  now  at  Somerset  House. 

Still  more  important  is  the  inscrilied  tablet  shown 
on  the  opposite  page,  which  was  found  at  Carvoran 
in  1816,  and  is  now  at  Newcastle.  The  inscription, 

' which  is  an  unusually  long  one,  is  without  contractions, 
and  is  arranged  in  Iambic  verse.  It  evidently  consists  of  an  exposition 
of  the  faith  of  the  soldier  dedicating  it,  and,  ns  Mr.  Hodgson  observes, 
was  probably  “composed  on  the  occasion  of  his  being  admitted  into 


; 


?EEH  K. 

A/\  AN  | 

SAB/? 

S*  E * 

\ ? r 
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the  mysteries  of  Ceres.”  However  unintelligible,  we  cannot  but  admire 
the  humility  and  teachable  disposition  of  the  tribune.  Dollinger 
observes  respecting  the  Bona  Den  : — 

“ Her  nature  watt  ao  many-sided,  or  rather  so  little  concrete,  and,  therefore, 
capable  of  so  many  interpretations,  that  she  seems  to  be  akin  or  identical  with  n number 
of  Greek  or  Italian  deities.  She  passed  for  an  earth  goddess.  Main;  she  was  taken  for 

IMMtKET  LKOXI  VIRGO  CAELEs- 
TI  MTV  SPICIFEHA  I VST  I IX- 
VKXTK1X  VnniVM  COX  HIT  H I X 
EX  M V X E It  I B VS  NOME  0»X- 

T1QIT  DEOS  F HOOF.  AD  EM  MATER  DIVV  M 
PAX  VIRTVS  CERES  DP.A  SYRIA 
LAXCF.  VITAM  ET  IVHA  PEXSITAXS 
IX  CAE  1.0  VISVM  SYRIA  S1DVS  E DI- 
BIT LIHYAE  COLEXDVM  IXDE 
CVXCTI  DIDICIMVS 
ITA  INTF.LLEXIT  XVMIXE  IXHVCTVS 
TVO  MARCVS  CAECILIVS  HO- 
XATIXVS  M I I.ITAXs  TRIDVXV* 

IN  PRAEPECTO  1)0X0  PHIXCIIMS. 


The  Virgin,  in  her  celestial  seat  over- 
hangs the  Lion,  Producer  of  com,  In- 
ventress  of  right,  Foundress  of  cities, 
by  which  functions  it  lias  been  our  good 
fortune  to  know  the  deities.  Therefore 
the  same  [is]  the  Mother  of  the  gods,  [is] 

Peace,  [is]  Virtue,  [is]  Ceres,  ]is]  the 
Syrian  Goddess,  poising  life  and  laws 
in  a balance.  The  constellation  lieheld 
in  the  sky  hath  Syria  sent  forth  to  Ly- 
bia,  to  be  worshipped,  thence  have  uil 
of  us  learnt  it ; thus  hath  understood, 
overspread  by  thy  protecting  influence, 

Marcus  Ctecilius  Donatinus,  a wnrfaring 
tribune,  acting  ns  prefect,'  by  favour  of 
the  eui]>eror. 

six,  tftfU  I it  be  b?  | tre*  4 iiKbei. 

a Juno;  or  she  might  be  a Proserpine,  or  the  Ileeate  of  the  lower  world.  The  Greeks 
distinguished  her  generally  as  the  deity  of  woman,  and  even  a Cvbele  was  detected  in  her.” 

Hence.it  is  that  Caeeilius  Donatiuus  knows  not  how  to  address  her. 

We  pass,  by  an  easy  transition,  from  the  Syrian  Goddess  to  the 


'“Holding  flic  brevet  rank  of ‘trihunus  legiouis,*  whilst  still  acting  us  a 
rum."— I»r.  Mri’imlV  Hrir.-Rom.  Ins.,  p.  1*87. 


jmefectus  etpii- 
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ALTARS  TO  TIIK  NVMI'll.'. 


mounyji.} 

VJVitESHANt 

POMDR-tlV^ 

AR/iMQVAE 


nameless  nymphs  who  presided  over  the  rills  and  fountains  of  the  North 
of  England.  The  garrisons  of  the  Wall  have  left  abundant  evidence  of 

their  devotion  to 
these  deities.  The 
altar  represented 
on  the  left  hand 
is  an  example.  It 
was  found  near 
the  little  river  Ti- 
palt,  which  flows 
into  the  South 
Tyne,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Blenkin- 
sop  Castle  ; it  is 
now  at  Carlisle. 

A still  more 
interesting  and 
remarkable  altar 
is  that  which  is 
next  presented.  It 

was  found,  a few  years  ago,  by  the  side  of 
a spring  overlooking  the  station  of  Haiii- 
taxci  m,  and  is  now  in  the  museum  at 
Alnwick  Castle.  The  inscription  forms  two  hexameter  verses 


DI" A 11  VS  NY  )l  • 

P1I1S  VKTl  A 
MAXSVETA  V oVITj 
CLAVDIA  TV  It  111  - 
NIL  LA  FIL*IA'  V.  t».  L. 

To  the  divinp  nymphs 
Volin 

M;insm»ru  voirwl 
Claudia  Tarhinilla  [vow. 
her  daughter  wiilinjrlv  discharged  the 


KOMMO  PltAEMONITVS  MILKS  IIAXC  POXKItK  JVSSIT 
A It  AM  QVAE  PA  BIO  KVPTA  BUT  NYMPII  IS  VENEKANDIS. 

The  construction  of  the  sentence  is  peculiar,  and  the  rendering  of  it  is 
not  unattended  with  difficulty.  It  may  be  translated  : — 

A soldier,  warned  in  a dream,  directed  her  (“cam”  supplied)  who  is  married  to 
Fabiua  (the  wife  of  Fabiua),  to  erect  this  altar  to  the  nvmpha  to  whom  worship  is  due. 

The  principal  objection  to  this  interpretation  is  the  apparent  absurdity 
of  one  person  being  influenced  in  an  act  of  worship  by  the  dreams  of 
another.  This  absurdity  is  not  without  precedent  both  in  ancient  and 
mediaeval  times.  The  last  altar  we  considered  introduces  us  to  one 
person  vowing  and  another  performing.  The  poet  Martial  complains 
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that  in  consequence  of  the  dreams  of  his  friend,  Nasidienus,  he  hud 
offered  up  victim  after  victim  until  his  flocks  were  entirely  consumed ; he 
accordingly  bids  his  friend  '‘either  to  keep  awake  or  dream  for  himself." 
Erasmus,  in  his  colloquy  on  religious  pilgrimages,  introduces  us  to 
Ogygius,  who  visited  St.  James  of  Compostella,  in  obedience  to  a vow 
made  by  his  wife's  mother.  Another  translation  of  the  inscription  lias 
been  suggested  ; dividing  it  into  two  sentences  we  have  : — 

8011X10  I'll  A K.  MON  ] T VS  MII.F.S  IIANC  FONEltE  JVSS1T  AI1AM.  [ll.I.l]  QVAE  FA  BIO 
S VI*T  A EST  NYU  I'll  I S VEX  F.ll.1  XD1S  [fOSYIt], 

A lOiUlicr  "inn cl  in  a ilremn  ilircctol  this  altar  to  be  erecteil.  The  wife  of  Kabiii* 
erected  it  to  the  nr  m|ihi  worthy  of  being  unr..lu]i]>i-il. 


Another  class  of  subordinate  divinities,  nearly  akin  to  the  nymphs, 
demands  our  at- 
tention— the  I )e;c 
Matron  or  mother 
goddesses.  We 
learn  little  respec- 
. , ting  them  from 

Sun,  ukAci  by  6 untKt.  P 

classical  writers  ; and  they  seem  chiefly  to 
have  been  wor- 
shipped in  the 
provinces,  especi- 
ally those  of  Ger- 
many, France.  ^ *»--'>  >»*«>• 

and  Britain.  When  sculptured  these  deities 
are  represented  as  triple,  generally  seated, 
though  sometimes  standing,  clothed  in  flowing 
Sice*  9 iortwi  by  | inrhrt-  drapery,  and  bearing  in  their  laps  baskets 

of  fruit.  The  woodcuts  represent  examples  found  fit  Netherby.  No 
distinctive  name  was  assigned  to  them  excepting  that  of  the  district 
or  country  over  which  they  exerted  their  spell.  Their  influence  seems 
to  have  been  of  a benign  character ; and  they  appear  to  have  resem- 
bled. in  most  of  their  characteristics,  “the  ladies"  or  “good  people" 
of  the  middle  ages. 
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The  fra  ltd  lent  of 


an  altar  here  figured,  and  inscribed  dkaiivs 
matrihvs — to  the  Mother  goddesses — was  found 
at  Hrxxi'M  ; it  is  now  at  Matfen  Hall. 

We  have  already  met  with  a tablet,  in- 
scribed to  the  Three  Woodland  Mothers.  page 
101);  the  fragment  of  an  altar  dedicated  to  the 
same  deities — matrihvs  camphstriiivs — is  shown 
in  the  next  engraving.  It  was  found,  in  IM06. 
wj  at  Gloster  Hill,  near  Wark worth,  and  is  now  in 
the  museum  at  Alnwick  Castle.  From  its 
loealitv,  it  mav  be  presumed  that  the  Romans  used 


ting  the  altar  does  not  appear ; the 
letters  [c]oii.  i.  alone  remaining. 

We  have  also  met  with  an  altar 
dedicated  to  the  Domestic  Mothers, 
page  300;  the  ornate  altar  here  exhi- 
bited. which  was  found  at  Haditaxci  m, 
and  is  now  at  Alnwick,  was  inscribed  to 
Mothers,  from  the  region  of  whose  in- 
fluence the  dedicator  was  separated  bv  the  broad  bosom  of  the 


M AT  II I IW- 
s THAMA- 
'O  Ms  IV  L. 
VICTOR  V.  I,.  M. 

To  tin*  trans- 
marine Mothers 
Julius 

Victor  in  ilisolmr*ro  of  a vow 
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Ocean.  From  an  altar  which  is  now  lost  it  would  appear  that  Julius 
Victor  was  tribune  of  the 
first  cohort  of  Vangiones. 

Visitors  to  the  antiquarian 
museums  on  the  Rhine,  the 
region  from  which  the  Van- 
giones came,  will  observe 
many  dedications  to  the 
Mother  goddesses. 

The  sculpture  of  which 
the  woodcut  is  a copy  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  Society 

of  Antiquaries,  Newcastle.  Sixr,  l le<t  I M<b  t>/  I tuot  6 i tubes. 

It  was  found  in  the  premises  formerly  occupied  as  the  Ttjnr  Mr  min/ 
office,  in  St.  Nicholas'  Church- 
yard. Newcastle,  but  how  it 
came  there  is  not  known.  It 
is  inscribed — df.abvs  mathiuvs 


MIAT  ItlBVg 
OM X I V M 
, OENTIVM 

TKMPLVM 
OLI  If  VET  VS- 
TATE  COM  LA  II* 

SVM  O.  IV L.  CV- 
PITIAXVis  y 

i*  ropria]  pJecvmia]  RKSTITVIT. 

To  tin*  Mother* 

«if'  nil 
nations 
thi#  temple 
formerly  through 
njre  tiilnniilnTetl 
(•flint  Julius  Cti- 
liitinnu?  centurion 
at  nit  own  co-t  re«torcil. 


TRAM  AKIMS  .|*ATRl[l]s  AVREI.IVS 

ivvkxalis — to  the  Mother  god- 
desses of  our  native  land, 
beyond  the  sea.  Aurelius 


Va»,  a feet  1 1 udn  by  t fwn  • «ok>. 
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Juvenalis.  These  indications,  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers  who  manned 
the  Wall,  of  attachment  to  the  land  of  their  birth,  are  exceedingly 
interesting.  Still  more  instructive  is  the  large  hearted  dedication 
of  the  other  drawing.  It  was  found  at  the  Walton  House  station,  and 
is  now  in  the  collection  at  Netherby. 

An  altar  found  at  the  station  of  Coxdeuitm.  and  now  at  Somerset 
House.  London,  is  inscribed,  as  here  shown,  lamiis  tkhivs — to  the  three 
Lamia>.  These  are  supposed  to  be  deities  akin  to  the  Mother  goddesses, 
but  of  a malignant  nature — the  wily  fomenters  of 


evil.  Some  inscriptions  found  in  Carlisle  in  1801  serve  to  connect  this 
class  of  goddesses  with  the  Fates  of  the  Greeks 
ami  Homans.  The  slab  figured  above  proba- 
bly formed  the  base  on 
which  rested  a represen- 
tation of  the  three  ladies 
to  whom  the  destiny  of 
each  individual  of  the 
human  family  was  com- 
mitted. It  is  inscribed 
matrib[vs]  PAitfns]  pro 

SALVT[e]  SANITIAE  (SEMI- 
NAR— to  the  Mothers  the 
Fates,  for  the  safety  of  Sanctia  Gefnina.  The 
other  woodcut  represents  an  altar  found  at  the 
same  time.  The  reader  who  may  wish  for  farther  information  res- 
jKicting  the  Mother  goddesses  will  find  much  that  is  interesting  in 


PA  Hr  is 
PHO  BO  NO] 

DON  AT  A 1.1* 

PATER  V.  S. 

L.  M. 

To  flit*  Futps 
for  flip  welfare  of 
Donntalix, 

his  father  ererted  this* 
in  (iisdiar're  of  u vow,  Jte, 
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Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith’s  “Roman  London”  and  “Collectanea  Antiqua." 
and  Mr.  Wright’s  “The  Celt,  the  Roman, 
and  the  Saxon.” 


deae  To  the  potMess 
K PON  E|KtDU 

AK.  P.  3».  .... 


As  illustrative  of  the  tendency  to 
provide  a separate  deity  for  every  depart- 
ment of  existence  an  altar  to  Epona,  the 
goddess  of  horses,  mules,  and  jockeys,  is 
here  introduced ; images  to  her  were  to  he 
seen  in  most  stables.  It  was  found  at 
Magna,  and  is  now  in  the  High  School  of 
Edinburgh,  where  it  was  taken  by  Dr.  Adam, 
formerly  rector  of  the  school,  and  author  of 
the  “Roman  Antiquities.”  The  last  letters  of  the  inscription  probably 
represent  the  name  of  the  person 
making  the  dedication. 

The  Romans  were  not  a maritime 
people,  and  Neptune  was 
not  one  of  their  favour- 
ite deities.  Only  one 
altar  inscribed  to  this 
god  has  been  found  on 
the  line  of  the  Wall,  and 
it  is  of  very  small  size  and  rude  work- 


DF.AK 
3 B T L O - 
CENIAB 
L.  AHAR- 
EVS  CE  NTVRIO] 
V.  s.  I..  M. 


To  flip  polities* 
»Seilo- 
cenia 

Lucius  A 1 wr- 
ens centurion 

liischfirpcs  a vow,  »t'C. 


manship.  It  was  found  at  Chcstcrholm, 
a station  nearly  midway  between  the 
two  seas,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Fairless,  of  Hexham.  It 
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vrrinis  and  m<h.on. 


may  In-  read — DEO  XT.rrvxo  sakaBO  Sino — to  the  god  Neptune  of  the  bay 
of  Sarabus.  'l’he  second  line  not  being  lone  enough  to  hold  the  whole 
of  Neptune's  name,  the  last  syllable  of  it  has  been  added  to  the  first. 

Several  gods  unknown  to  the  mythology  of  Rome  have  already 
been  presented  to  the  reader;  two  or  three  more  solicit  his  attention. 

The  altar  figured  at  the  foot  of  the  previous  page  was  found  at 
Maryport,  ami  is  now  in  the  portico  at  Nether  Hall.  It  introduces  us 
to  a new  goddess,  Setloeenia. 

Besides  the  altars  which  are  inscribed  nines  veteiuiivs.  to  the 
ancient  gods,  there  are  a series  of  dedications  to  a god  having  as  a 
proper  name  Yitiris.  Vcteris.  or  Vctiris.1  The  example  introduced  on  the 
left  of  the  page  is  from  the  station  of  Cmiixni.  where  it  still  remains. 
The  capital  of  the  altar  was  found  thirty  years  after  the  body  of  it. 


^IK,  I taut  oy  6 IMAM.  1>T  > *BO*  • hlCti. 


In  the  other  altar  here  figured  Yitiris  seems  to  be  associated  with 
another  deity — Mogon,  whose  name  is  apparently  derived  from  Mooox- 
TiAciM,  the  modern  Mavence.  The  altar  was  found  at  Netherbv,  where 
it  still  remains. 

* 1 oo,  sir 
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t ft.  4 k »r  i N.  i in. 


The  goddess  named  on  the  small  altar  of  which  the  next  woodcut 
is  u copy,  and  which  was  found  at  Cu.L'uxi'M,  is  probably  a local  deity, 
connected  with  the  im- 
portant town  of  ItAT.E, 
the  modern  Leicester. 

The  Genii  formed 
another  class  of  minor 
deities.  K very  man  had 

his  Genius,  who  attended 

him  from  his  birth  to  Lis 

death.  Every  place  had  its  Genius—  , t, . ^ 
every  cam]),  house,  and  bath.  We  have  already  had  several  examples 
of  altars  dedicated  to  this  order  of  beings.  To  these  may  be  added 
the  curious  altars  here  engraved,  both  of  which  are  in  the  museum  at 
Newcastle.  One  of  them,  addressed  “to  the  gods  of  the  mountains  bv 
Julius  Kit-minus,  a deeuriori."  was  found  at  Hkkmkml  m ; the  other, 
dedicated  “ to  the  gods,  the  fosterers 
of  this  place,  by  Julius  Victor,  a tri- 
bune,” Wits  found  at  Haiutanctm. 

Every  Homan  family  had  its 
“ penates.”  or  guardian  gods.  The 
images  of  these  were  placed  near  the 
hearth,  on  which  offerings  were  made, 
the  never-extinguished  hearth-fire 
always  burning  in  their  honour.1  On 
the  Wall  small  bronze  figures  are  occa- 
sionally found  which  are  supposed  to 
be  penates.  One  of  these  is  shown  in 
the  margin  ; it  was  found  near  I’urgh- 
upon-Sands.  The  woodcut  on  the  right  hand  represents, 
of  the  full  size,  a terra-cotta  figure  of  Venus  at  the  bath.’ 


1 Dollinger,  Vol.  II.,  p.  60. 

♦One  nearly  the  same  as  this  is  engraved  in  Barkers  J^ires  and  Penates,  p.  11KJ. 

F • 
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It  was  found  at  Bremexiim,  and  is  now  at  Alnwick  Castle.  Images  of 
a character  similar  to  this  were  made  largely  in  Gaul.1 


i«*,  $ i«t  fcr  * t indM*. 


The  reader,  in 
examining  the  altars 
which  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  his  inspec- 
tion, will  have  been 
struck  with  the  fre- 
quency with  which  a 
multiplicity  of  deities 


OKXIO  LOCI 
FOIITVN*  It  ED  VC  I 
KOU.K  AKTKRN.K 
F.T  FATO  BONO 
o[a I Vsj  COHN F.  1.1  V-i 
PBRBGHIXVS 
TRIII  VN Vs]  CO || OR  TI* 

EX  PHOVINCIA 

MAVR  tTAlff iC|  C.CSA  RIF.XF1S 
DO  MO  . . . 


To  the  (ienius  of  the  place 
to  returning  Fortune 
to  eternal  Home 
ami  to  propitious  Fate 
(iaiii.s  Cornelius 
Ferejrrinus 
trilmue  of  a cohort 
from  thp  province  of 
Mauritania  Ciesnriemu*. 
a native  of  ...  . 


are  addressed  on  a 
single  altar.  In  one 
instance  J upiter  is  in- 
voked in  conjunction 
with  all  the  immortal 
gods  and  the  genius 


of  the  pratorium.  The  example  which  is  here  introduced  is  still  more 


‘See  Collectanea  Antiqua.  Vol.  VI. 
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remarkable  ; and  as  the  altar  itself  is  one  of  the  most  ornate  which  1ms 
fallen  under  our  observation,  it  is  a fitting  one  with  which  to  conclude 
the  section  of  this  chapter  which  treats  of  altars.  It  was  found  at 
Marvport,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale.  The 
lower  lines  of  the  inscription  of  this  altar  are  so  much  injured  as  to  lx* 
quite  illegible.  It  would  have  been  interesting  to  have  learnt  in  what 
town  of  Barbary  our  tribune  was  born — possibly  Sitilis. 

The  question  has  often  been  asked — bare  no  Christian  memorials 
been  found  upon  the  Wall?  Christianity  was  early  introduced  into 
Britain,  and.  probably,  some  soldiers  in  the  Roman  army  were  the 
first  to  herald  the  glad  tidings  in  the  Lower  Isthmus ; but  they  have 
left  us  no  records  of  their  faith.  We 
meet  with  the  “ cross  " in  several  of  its 
forms.  Here  is  an  instance  occurring 
on  the  handle  of  a wine  amphora, 
between  the  letters  of  the  makers 
name.’  This  relic  was  found  at  Bin- 
ehester.  But  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  cross,  and  even  the 
famed  cypher  XP,  are  emblems  older  than  Christianity.  That  they 
had  a meaning  different  from  that  which  we  attach  to  them  is  evident  ; 
but  what  that  meaning  was  it  is  difficult  to  say.  It  is  sufficient  for  our 
present  purpose  to  remark  that  their  occurrence  on  monuments  prior  to 
the  time  of  Constantine  cannot  be  regarded  as  emblems  of  the  Christian 
profession.  Neither  do  we  meet  with  any  other  indications  of  the 
adoption  of  the  verities  of  revelation  by  the  Romanised  Britons.  This 
need  not  surprise  us.  During  the  period  over  which  the  inscriptions  of 
the  Wall  extend.  Christians  were  exposed  to  persecution.  It  was 
enough  that  they  bore  meekly  the  reproach  of  the  cross,  and  that  they 
offered  to  their  contemporaries  the  best  of  all  arguments  in  favour  of 
Christianity,  a life  reflecting  the  hopes  and  the  precepts  of  the  gospel. 

DEDICATORY  TABLETS. 

Many  slabs  attached  to  the  buildings  in  the  stations  of  the  Wall 

1 Mr.  C.  Roach  Smith  states  that  what  seems  to  be  a cross  is  merely  the  ligature  Tl.  See 
Collectanea  Anti«|iin,  Vol.  I.,  PI.  L. 
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Imre  already  been  presented  to  the  reader.  The  inscription  which  is 
here  shown,  though  very  roughly  carved,  possesses  much  interest,  and 


Sue,  j 6 metes  by  t f.it  $ inches. 


IMP  F.HATOIIlj  CAES.  M.  AVH.)  (/)  ANTONI  Vn] 

p.  f.  a vo.  (?)  ms  cos.  vexil:lationes] 

LF.<»  I ON  IS  If.  AVO[V8TAEj  KT  XX,  v[aLEI«1AE]  v'lCTIIICIsj 
ITEM  COll  ORTIs"  I.  AEL  IAEJ  Ills  PANOHVM' 

MILL1AH1AF.]  F.q[V|TATAE]  SVB  CVKA  MO- 
Dl[l]  IVLII  LEC.[aTI]  AV0[V>TAL1S] 

PR[o]  PH*A  IITOHIS]  INSTANTE  A El.. 

To  the  Kinperor  C;esnr  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus 
pious,  happy,  august,  consul  for  a second  time,  the  vexillutions 
of  legion  the  second  the  nugpist,  and  of  the  twentieth  \ ulerinn  uud  victorious, 
also  of  the  first  cohort  of  Spaniards  the  .Klian, 
milliury  and  furnished  with  cavalry,  by  direction  of  Modiu* 

Julius  imjH-rial  legate  [and] 
propnetor  [and!-  under  the  superintendence  of  vElius 
. . . [this  temple,  *fce.] 

could  not  with  propriety  be  omitted.  The  obliterations  in  tlie  stone, 
and  other  circumstances,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  Elagabalus  is  the 
emperor  intended ; he  was  consul  for  the  second  time  a.d.  219.  We 
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have  before  met  with  Moditis  Julius — on  a stone  at  Birdoswalil.  The 
slab  was  found  in  the  station  at  Xcthorby.  and  is  preserved  in  the 
museum  of  Sir  Frederick  U.  Graham. 


FI'NEIIKAI.  I X sell  I PTIOKS. 

The  bodies  of  the  dead  were  sometimes  burnt  and  sometimes 


buried  entire.  When  burnt  the  calcined  fragments  were  put  into  a 
"lass  bottle,  earthenware  jar,  or  other  vessel  of  ordinary  use,  and  this 
was  with  due  care  deposited  in  the  ground.  An  earthen  mound  or  a 
stone  monument  frequently  marks  the  spot  where  the  dead  repose.  In 
the  vicinity  of  these  burying-plaees  gravestones  are  often  found  recording 
the  names  of  the  deceased  persons  and  sometimes  giving,  what  is  sup- 
posed to  be.  a rough  sketch  of  their  appearance. 

The  Romans  entertained  very  vague  ideas  of  the  state  of  man  after 
death.  The  departed  were  sometimes  regarded  as  deities.  " When 
onee  I am  dead,''  wrote  Cornelia  to  her  son,  Gracchus,  “ then  wilt  thou 
sacrifice  to  me.  and  invoke  thy  goddess-mother.  Wilt  not  thou  then 
be  ashamed  to  ask  the  intercession  of  a divine  being  whom  living  and 
present  to  thee  thou  hast  not  canal  for  but  despised  V” 

The  monumental  inscriptions  usually  begin  with  an  invocation  to 


the  divine  Manes — 
mis  MAXinvs.  This 
may  frequently  have 
a reference  to  the 
gods  presiding  over 
the  shades,  but  it 
sometimes  evident- 
ly refers  to  the 
departed  persons 
themselves ; of  this 
the  accompanying 
monument  may  be 
regarded  as  an  in- 


u 'it's  >l  nnivs]  s'acbvmj 
[ A M | V r.  liONUK- 
AT[AJK  FAIIll*  IIOX- 
nllATVS  TRIDVN  V- ! 

roll[oHTI<J  t.  VAXOIOX  vm] 
ET  AVltELIA  EULEC- 
TIAXK  V MV It  - 

VST  EIEI [AjE  1>VI.C1aa|1|[a  e. 

Suomi  to  (In*  iliviuc  M urn--  of 
Pnltiti  1 (otiorn* 
tu.  PiiIhiis  Hon- 
onttits  trilpsiih-  of  tliv 
first  i-ohort  of  Vnn"ni[ifS 
mill  Aiiroliu  Ip  ’-A. 
tiimo  rm-ml  Ltlns 
to  their  nio.l  tu-t  liuu^liU'r 


stance.  The  stone  before  us,  it  will  be  observed,  is  an  altar,  not  a 
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mere  slab.  The  temler  expression  with  whieh  the  inscription  closes 
will  not  escape  the  attention  of  the  reader.  The  Roman  soldier  may 
have  had  a fierce  countenance,”  but  lie  had  a breast  that  heaved  with 
human  sympathies.  The  altar  was  found  in  Cuxiintm,  and  is  preserved 

in  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
Library  at  Durham. 


d[ii*|  masiiiv* 
TITVLLIX1A 
PVfrMTTA 
Cl[vi>(!)  IIAETA 
VIXSIT 
AN  NOS  XXXV. 
MENSES  VIII. 
DIE*  XV. 


'l*o  the  divine  Mimcr*. 
Titullinin 
Ihissitta 

II  citizen  of  Leicester 
lived 

thirty -five  years 
three  mouths 
umij  fifteen  days. 


No  reference  to  death 
is  made  on  the  tombstones ; 
but  the  time  that  the  indi- 
vidual lived  is  mentioned 
with  great  particularity.  The  adjoining  stone,  which  was  found  at 
Xethcrby,  and  is  preserved  in  the  museum  there,  is  an  instance  in  point. 
Perhaps  the  most  interesting  sepulchral  slab  found  on  the  Wall  is 
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!»  IIS  M_AXIUVsj 
AN1CIO 
IJfORWVO 
MEDICO 

Olll> [|.\ ARID'  COH  ORTIS) 
t.  tvxok’orvm] 
vixjt]  ax'xob]  xxv. 

To  the  divine  M»m>. 

To  Anicius 
I nyvnuus 
the  duly  appoints  I 
physician  of  cohort 
the  first  of  Tunjrriuns. 
He  lived  twentv-five  rears. 


the  one  shown  in  the  next  woodcut ; it  came  from  Boncovicus,  and  is 
now  at  Newcastle.  From  the  fact  that  an  auxiliary  cohort  had  a regu- 
larly appointed 
medical  officer, 
we  may  judge  of 
the  efficiency  of 
the  ltoman  amn- 
ia all  departments 
of  the  service. 

No  satisfactory 
explanation  has 
been  given  of  the 
animal,  a rabbit 
probably,  which 
appears  at  the 
head  of  the  stone. 

Amongst  other 
modes  of  account- 
ing for  it,  it  has 

been  suggested  that  the  young  man  has  been  a native  of  Spain,  of 
which  country  the  rabbit  was  a badge. 

In  the  stations  on  the  Wall  ornaments  resembling  the  cone  of  the 
Italian  fir  are  of  frequent  occurrence.  An  exam- 
ple from  Ciu  kntm  is  given  in  the  margin.  When 
at  Volterra  the  writer  was  told  by  a person  engaged 
in  excavating  the  Etruscan  tombs  which  abound  in 
tlmt  vicinity  that  these  objects  were  generally  found 
near  to  a place  of  sepulture.  As  the  fir-cone  contains 
a considerable  amount  of  resinous  matter,  and  as 
the  husk  of  it  is  much  used  in  Italy  for  kindling 
fires,  may  not  these  ornaments  be  looked  upon  as  emblematic  of  animal 
life,  and  their  occurrence  in  a tomb  expressive  of  a hope  beyond  the  grave? 

CENTURIAL  STONES. 

Numerous  inscriptions  record  the  names  of  the  different  centuries 
which  have  been  employed  upon  the  Wall.  The  official  badge  of  a 


5 (i  rt  bt  » fcrl  6 
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centurion — who  possessed  the  power  of  inflicting  corporal  punishment 

upon  his  soldiers — was  a vine  sap- 
ling. The  angular  character,  shown 
in  the  cut,  which  is  used  to  express 
the  word  cextviuo  or  centvria,  is 
probably  a representation  of  this. 
Xot  unfrequently  this  ccnturial 
mark  is  rounded  off  so  as  to  assume 
the  appearance  of  a c reversed.  Very  few  ccnturial  stones  have  been 
found  in  their  original  position,  but  they  have  been  picked  up  in  the 
ruins  of  the  Wall,  throughout  its  whole  length.  The  opinion  generally 
entertained  is  that  these  stones  point  out  the  portions  of  work  which 


Size,  i foot  by  I foes.  sue,  I loot  5 iucbn  by  1 foot  I neb. 

have  been  done  by  each  century.  Xot  unfrequently  two  stones  are  met 
with  bearing  the  same  inscription  as  in  the  examples  here  shown  from 
C11.URXUM,  one  of  them  having,  it  is  supposed,  been  placed  at  each 

extremity  of  the  work 
done.  Dr.  McCaul 
thinks  that  “ the  true 
explanation  of  such 
inscriptions  is  that 
they  were  intended  to 
mark  the  space  set  apart  for  quarters  in  an  encampment.”  This 
opinion  is  applicable  to  some  of  them  but  not  the  largest  number. 
The  stone  figured  in  the  woodcut,  which  is  now  at  Xetherby,  has 
doubtless  marked  out  a space  of  ground  occupied  by  the  troops  which 
are  named!  Again,  the  stones  containing  numerals,  of  which  the  next 


pko[atviia]  ci.a’ssis] 
bri[ta.\nicae.] 

Tlie  ground  of  the 
British  fleet. 


1 1 inches  by  6 inebet. 
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woodcut,  is  an  example,  may  has-e  been  used  for  such  a purpose.  The 
number  of  paces  (passus),  or  of  feet  (pedes),  is  too  small  to  be  appli- 
cable to  the  building  of 
a section  of  the  Wall.  y clavi>i;i] 

But  as  the  great  ma  jority  r. xxxx- 

of  the  editorial  stones  The  century  of  Claudius 
are  found  at  points  on  I1"1'1'*  fur,-v- 

the  Wtill  remote  from 
encampments,  it  is  more  probable  that  they  indicate  the  work  done  by 
the  troop  than  the  place  of  their  lodgment.  It  is  true  that  thev  seldom 
contain  the  word  fecit,  or  any  abridgment  of  it,  but  this  is  frequently 
omitted  even  on  stones  of  greater  pretension. 

COINS  AND  01!  N A MENTAL  AllTICLES. 

Coins  must  be  ranked  next  in  importance  to  inscribed  stones  as  a 
means  of  investigation  in  the  hands  of  the  antiquary.  In  artistic  excel- 
lence the  coins  of  the  Romans  are  very  remarkable  ; and,  as  giving  us 
a running  commentary  upon  the  leading  events  of  the  empire,  they  are 
worthy  of  study.  The  number  of  the  pieces  found  in  this  distant  part 
of  the  Roman  dominions  is  such  as  to  awaken  surprise.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  modern  contrivances  for  relieving  the 
metallic  currency  were  then  unknown,  and  that  there  was  no  public  place 
of  deposit,  like  our  banks,  where  money  could  be  kept.  Each  house- 
holder was  obliged  to  carry  on  his  person,  or  keep  in  his  house,  the 
money  requisite  for  his  wants.  In  time  of  danger  the  treasured  store 
would  often  be  buried  in  some  retired  place,  and  the  secret  of  the  deposit 
perish  with  its  owner.  The  tight-fitting  garments  of  the  present  day 
enable  us  to  carry  money  on  the  ]>erson  with  comparative  security  ; the 
civic  dress  of  the  Roman  people  was  less  favourable  to  its  safe  custody. 

Most  of  the  coins  found  in  the  North  of  England  are  much  cor- 
roded, the  nature  of  the  soil  not  being  favourable  to  their  preservation. 

‘ It  cln«eltr  renemWus  od®  found  in  thp  garden  wall  at  Kaworth  Castle,  and  figured  in  tin* 
Gent'*  Mag.  for  The  writer  does  not  know  where  the  .Netbrrby  stone  fame  from,  or  w hat 

has  become  of  the  Na  worth  ntoue.  Though  virtually  the  sftime,  thev  art*  not  identical. 
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Some,  however,  are  in  a perfect  condition.  It  is  impossible  in  a work 
of  1 1 1 i > kind  to  give  a complete  account  of  the  coins  found  upon  the 
Wall.  All  that  is  here  attempted  is  a description  of  a few  of  the  more 
important,  and  a detailed  account  of  one  of  the  " finds,"  as  specimens 
of  tiie  whole. 

Two  of  the  most  interesting  medals  which  have  recently  come  to 
light  were  found  during  the  sewage  excavations  at  Carlisle  in  18.17. 

The  woodcut  repre- 
sents one  of  these,  a 
Greek  medallion  of 
Anton  inus  l’ius.stnick 
apparently  at  Magne- 
sia in  Ionia.  The  let- 
tering on  this  piece  is 
in  part  obliterated  ; 
but  tiie  design  on  the  reverse.  Ceres  drawn  in  a car  by  winged  serpents, 
is  well  preserved.  The  goddess  holds  in  one  hand  a lighted  torch,  in 
the  other  a cornucopia.  This  medallion,  in  its  numismatic  relationship, 
is  of  high  rarity;  and.  moreover,  it  is  very  unusual  to  find  Greek  coins 
at  nil  in  this  country.  The  other  is  a large  brass  coin  of  Vespasian, 
struck  to  commemorate  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  It  is  in  unusually 

good  condition.  On  the  obverse 
is  tin*  profile  of  tiie  emperor, 
with  his  name  and  usual  titles. 
On  the  reverse  is  a figure  of  the 
emperor  dressed  in  a military 
habit : lie  stands  erect,  resting 
his  left  foot  upon  a helmet : 
in  his  right  hand  is  a hasta  pura.  in  In's  left  the  paraaotiium  sheathed. 
At  his  feet  a female,  representing  Jiuhea,  sits  in  a dejected  posture. 
A palm  tree  indicates  an  eastern  dime.  The  coin  possesses  peculiar 
interest  to  the  student  of  Scripture.  It  gives  unbiassed  testimony  to 
the  literal  fulfilment  of  a passage  already  quoted,  page  5.  in  which  the 
Israelites  are  threatened  with  overthrow  bv  a nation  of  a fierce  eoun- 
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tenancc.  from  the  end  of  the  earth,  and  remarkable  for  the  rapiditv  of 
its  nmrelies.  Vespasian  had  fought  thirty  pitched  battles  in  Britain, 
and  there  too  his  son,  Titus,  first  fleshed  his  sword. 

Several  hoards  of  coins  have  been  found  from  time  to  time  along 
the  line  of  the  Wall.  As  we  have  a complete  and  thoroughly  accurate 
account  of  the  “find’’  which  took  place,  near  the  village  of  Thorngrafton, 
it  will  be  convenient  to  select  it  as  an  example.1 

The  attention  of  the  reader  has  already  been  turned  to  the  hill  of 
Barcombe,  which  lies  about  half  a mile  south  of  the  Wall  in  the  vicinitv 
of  the  station  of  Boncovicrs.  This  hill,  which  chiefly  consists  of  free- 
stone of  excellent  quality,  bears  evident  marks  of  having  been  quarried 
in  ancient  times.  In 
the  bottom  of  one  of 
the  old  quarries,  buried 
amongst  stone  chip- 
pings,  a peculiar  skill- 
shaped  bronze  vessel  was 
hit  upon  in  1837.  It  was 
found  to  contain  three 
imperial  gold  coins 
wrapped  up  in  a piece 
of  leather  resembling 
kid,  and  sixty  silver 
coins — being  all  denarii. 

Of  the  silver  coins,  nine 
belonged  to  the  consular 
scries,  the  rest  were 
coins  of  the  empire. 

The  whole  collection 
furnishes  us  with  an  interesting  view  of  what  the  circulation  of  the 
country  was  at  the  time  the  Wall  was  built ; and  brings  forcibly  before 
the  mind  manv  of  the  most  striking  events  in  which  Borne  was  engaged 

1 See  “Treasure  Trove  in  Northumberland,  by  John  Fenwick;"  and  “ The  Thorngraituti 
Find,”  by  its  present  owner,  in  the  Arclneologio  .Klimm,  Vol.  III.,  p.  009. 
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during  the  best  periods  of  her  history,  both  consular  and  imperial,  down 
to  the  year  a.d.  120.  But  the  most  important  use  of  the  treasure  is  the 
evidence  it  affords  that  the  Wall  was  built  by  Hadrian.  This  quarry 
had  not  been  touched  from  the  time  the  purse  was  deposited  until  it 
was  re-opened  on  the  occasion  of  the  formation  of  the  Newcastle  and 
Carlisle  Railway.  Now,  as  the  coins  of  latest  date  belong  to  the  reign 
of  Hadrian,  and  as  these  are  unworn  by  circulation,  the  conclusion  is 
irresistible,  that  the  Romans  ceased  in  the  reign  of  Hadrian  to  resort 
to  this  quarry.  The  woodcut  on  the  preceding  page  represents  the 
bronze  purse  which  contained  the  coins.  It  was  probably  intended  to 
be  worn  on  the  left  arm — the  right  being  left  free  to  protect  the  treasure. 
A similar  purse  was  found  in  the  station  of  Amboglakka  about  the  year 
1820,  and  is  now  in  the  museum  at  Chesters.  Another  was  found  in 
1849  at  Farndale  in  Yorkshire.  The  vessel  is  about  six  inches  long ; the 
lid  has  a hinge  at  one  end,  and  it  fastens  with  a spring  at  the  other. 
The  accurate  list  of  the  coins  which  follows  has  been  kindly  furnished 
by  .Mr.  Clayton,  in  whose  museum  the  treasure  at  last,  and  most  appro- 
priately, reposes.' 


CONSULAR  OR  FAMILY  COINS. 

Xo.  1. — The  Family  of  Aquillia  (Patrician).  Obv.  A hclineted  head  without 
beard,  with  the  legend  viutvs  in.viR.  Jiev.  A 
military  figure  (Manilla  Aquillius),  holding  a shield  on 
his  left  arm  in  an  attitude  of  defence,  whilst  w ith  bin 
right  he  is  raiding  a distressed  w oman  from  the  ground. 
The  letters  aqv  alone  legible. 

X‘o.  2. — The  Family  of  Cudia  (Plebeian).  Obv.  The  hare  and  beardless  head  of 
an  elderly  man,  with  the  legend  c.  COF.L.  liev.  A 
radiated  head  of  Phoebus — a round  buckler  in  front 
and  an  oblong  shield  behind,  with  the  legend  CALl»vs 
111.  VI  it. 


1 Some  of  the  woodcut*  do  not  quite  accurately  represent  the  coins.  They  were  prepared 
at  a time  when  the  find  was  in  the  possession  of  a countryman,  who  rofwspd  to  allow  tin*  artist 
access  to  them.  The  drawings  were  uuidp  bv  Mr.  John  Storey,  from  sealing-wax  impressions  pro- 
cured by  Mr.  Fairless.  A few'  of  the  pieces  have  been  re-engraved  for  this  edition. 
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No.  3. — The  Family  of  Cordia  (Plebeian).  Obv. 
The  diademed  head  of  a female,  looking  to  the  right,  with 
the  legend  ryfv*.  Rev.  The  figure  of  Cupid,  mounted  on  a 
dolphin,  and  steering  by  a bridle,  w ith  the  legend  31.  coRDIVft. 

No.  4. — The  Family  of  Furia.  Obv.  Head  of  Pallas*. 
Rev.  A horseman  spearing  victims.  Legend  illegible. 


No.  5. — The  Family  of  Livineia  (Plebeian).  Obv.  A bare  and  beardless  head,  sup- 
posed to  be  that  of  Regulus,  but  without  legend.  Rev. 
A gladiator,  armed  with  a spear,  contending  against  a lion, 
whilst  another  gladiator  almve,  with  a sword  and  buckler, 
is  fighting  a tiger;  between  the  combatants  is  a squatting 
bear.  Legend  L.  UKGVLVS. 


Nos.  6 and  7. — Obv.  Head  of  Venus. 
Rev.  JKneas  bearing  his  father,  Anehiscs,  and 
bis  household  gods.  Legend  Caesar, 


No.  8. — Family  of  Marcia.  Obv.  The  laureatcd  head  of  Apollo,  w ith  a bare  neck. 

Rev.  A figure  of  Silenus,  bald  headed,  and  standing  by  the 
side  of  a column  on  w hich  is  a statuette  of  a female.  His 
head  and  right  hand  raised  to  heaven,  and  a wine-skin  on 
his  left  shoulder,  with  the  legend  L.  CENSOR. — Lucius 
Censorinus  was  Monetal  Triumvir  under  Augustus. 


No.  9.- 


The  Family  of  ./Ftnilin  or  Plautia.  Obv.  Head  of  Cybole  turreted,  and  tin- 
legend  L.  SALIXATOR  AED.  CVU.  8.C.  Rev.  A camel, 
with  a figure  on  his  knees,  wearing  a pallium,  holding  the 
camel  by  a baiter,  and  presenting  an  olive  branch,  with  the 
legend  BACCHIV8  JVDAEVS. 


IMPERIAL  COINS,  GOLD. 

No.  10. — Obv.  Tl.  CLAVD.  CAESAR  AVG.  GERM.  P.M. 
TRIB.POT.  P.P.  Rev.  NEIIO  CLAVD.  CAES.  DRV8V8  OF. I<M. 
PKINC.  I WENT.  Head  of  young  Nero. 

No.  11. — Obv.  NERO  CAESAR  AVGVSTVS.  Rev.  A 
figure  seated  in  a large  chair,  a patera  in  right  hand. 
salvs,  below. 
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Xo.  12. — Obv.  I Mr.  CAESAR  VKSPAHIAXVS  AVG. 
Rev.  Victory  crowning  with  laurel  a Itoinan  soldier;  in  hi* 
right  hand  a spear,  in  hid  left  n sword.  cos.  vm.  below. 


DENARII. 

No.  13.—  Obv.  IMP.  X KUO  CAESAR  AVGVSTVS.  Rev.  The  dome  a*  No.  11. 


No.  14  — Obv.  IMr.  HER.  G AI.HA  AVG.  Re V.  DIVA 
avgvsta.  A figure  standing — in  right  hand  a garland, 
in  left  a spear. 


Noa.  15  and  16 — Obv.  mr.  HER.  gai.ba  C a Ed  All 
avg.  Rev.  s.r.Q.R.  ob  c.8.  in  a wreath. 


No.  17 IMP.  OTHO  CAESAll  AVG.  Rev.  PONT. 

MAX.  A female  figure,  in  right  hand  a branch,  in  left 
a cornucopia. 


No.  18. — Obv.  IMP.  CAESAR  VESPA8IAXV8  AVG. 
Ren.  IVDAEA.  A female  figure  sitting  desolate  beside 
a trophy. 


No*  19.—  Obv.  IMP.  CAESAR  VESPASIAN  VS  AVG. 
Rev.  ge.vivm  P.  R.  A figure  standing,  in  right  hand  a 
patera,  in  left  hand  a cornucopia. 


Nos.  20  and  21.-0k  imp.  caesau  vkspasiaxvs 
avg.  Rev.  imp.  XIX.  A basket  filled  with  ears  of 
corn. 


Nos.  22  and  23.-Ok  imp.  caesau  vespasianvs  avg.  Rev. 
cos.  it  Eli.  TR.POT.  A female  figure  standing,  in  right  hand  a branch, 
in  left  a caducous. 
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No.  24.—  Obv.  DIVVS  AYOVSTV*  VE8PAS1AXVS.  Rev.  Two  goat* 
supporting  a shield  on  which  is  s.c.,  with  a globe  below. 


No.  25.—  Obv.  IMF.  C’AKS.  VESP.  A VO.  CENS.  Rev.  POXTIF. 
maxim.  A figure  seated,  in  right  hand  a spear,  in  left  a branch  or  flower. 


No.  26.—  Obv.  CAES.  VESP.  AVG.  P.M.  COS.IIII.  Rev.  CONCORDIA 
avgvsti.  A female  figure  seated,  in  right  hand  a patera,  in  left  a 
cornucopia. 


Nos.  27,  28,  and  29. — imp.  CAESAR  vkspasiaxvs  avg.  Rev. 
pox. max.  tu.p.  cos. vi.  A figure  seated,  in  right  hand  a branch. 


No.  30.—  Obv.  IMP.  CAESAR  VESPASIAN  VS  AVG.  Rev.  COS.  VII. 
An  eagle  standing  on  a cippus. 


No.  31. — Obv.  IMP.  CAESAR  VESPASIANVS  AVG.  Rev.  COS  XIII. 
or  xxi 1 1.  Mars,  having  in  right  hand  a spear  slanting,  in  left  s|M>ils. 


No.  32 .—  Obv.  IMP.  CAES.  VESP.  AVG.  COS.  VIII.  Rev.  VESTA.  A 
figure  standing,  in  right  hand  a sinipulum,  in  left  a spear. 


No.  33.— [c]aes.  vesp.  avo.  p.m.  cos. vm.  Rev.  [Victoria] 
AVGVSTI.  A Victory  placing  a crown  of  laurel  on  a standard. 


No.  34.— CAES.  AVG.  F.  DOM  IT.  COS.III.  Rev.  PUINCEPS 
IWENTVT.  A female  figure  standing,  having  in  right  hand  a flower, 
the  left  holding  her  drapery. 
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No?.  35  ami  36.— CAEftAK  avo. 
Pegasus. 


F.  DOMITIANV8. 


Rev.  COS.  IIII. 


No.  37.— IMP.  CAES.  DOMITIAXVS  AVG.  I'.M.  Rev. 
TH.POT.II.  cos. vi in.  dks.x.  Pallas,  in  right  hand  a 
thunderbolt,  in  left  hand  a spear,  with  shield  below. 


Xo.  38.— IMP.  CAES.  DOMITIANVK  A VG.P.M.  Rev.  TH.POT.II. 
COS.viiii.  dks.x.  p.p.  Pallas,  armed,  landing  on  the  prow  of  a galley; 
at  her  feet  an  owl. 


39. —IMP.  CAES.  DOM  IT.  AVG.  CEItM.  P.M.  TIt.P.XlII.  Rev.  IMP. 
xxil.  COS.  xvi.  cens.P.P.P.  A helmeted  figure  standing;  in  right  hand 
a spear. 


No.  40.— CAES.  DOM  IT.  AVO.  GEUM.  P.M.  TR.P-II.  Rev.  IMP. XXI. 
COS.XVI.  CENS.P.  P.P.  Pallas  armed. 


No.  41.— IMP.  CAES.  DO  Mir.  AVG.  GERM.  P.M. 
TR.P.VII.  Rev.  1MP.XIIII.  COH.XII1.  CEXS.P.  P.P.  A 
figure  standing,  in  right  hand  a spear. 


No.  42.  — IMP.  XEKVA  CAES.  AVG.  P.M.  Tlt.p.  COS. III. 
p.p.  Rtv.  foktvn A p.u.  Fortune  seated. 


No.  43.— IMP.  XEKVA  TKAIAX.  AVG.  GERM.  Rrr. 
poxt. max.  Tit. pot.  cos.ii.  A female  figure, ill  right  hand 
ears  of  corn,  in  left  a cornucopia. 


No.  44. — IMP.  CAES.  XEKVA  TKAIAX.  AVG.GEKM.  Re V.  P.M.  TR.P. 
cos.ii.  p.p.  A figure  seated,  holding  in  right  hand  a branch ; left  arm 
resting  on  the  seat. 
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No.  45 IMP.  CAES.  NERVA  TRAIAX.  AVG.  GERM.  Rev.  P.M.  Tlt.P. 

cos.  1 1,  p.p.  A female  figure  seated;  in  right  hand  a patera,  in  left  a 
torch. 


No.  46.— “IMP.  TRAIAXO  AVG.  (IKK.  DAC.  P.M.  TK.P.  COS.V.  P.P. 
Rrv.  s.p.q.r.  optimo  puixcipi.  A figure  seated;  in  right  hand  a rudder, 
in  left  a cornucopia. 


No.  47.— IMP.  TRAIAXO  AVG.  GF.H.  DAC.  P.M.  TR.P.  Rrv.  COS.V. 
p.p.  S.P.Q.R.  optimo  pRixc.  Roma  seated  ; in  right  hand  a victoriola, 
in  left  a spear. 


No.  48.— IMP.  TRAIAXO  AVG.  GER.  DAC.  P.M.  TR.P.  Ret),  COS.V. 
P.P.  S.P.Q.R.  OPTIMO  PltlXC.  Victory  standing ; in  right  hand  a garland, 
in  left  a palm. 


No.  49.— IMP.  TRAIAXO  AVG.  GER.  DAC.  P.M.  TR.P.  COS.V.  DES.VI. 
Rrv.  S.P.Q.R.  optimo  PUixciPl.  A figure  of  Peace  standing;  in  the 
exergue  pax. 


No.  50. — IMP.  TUAIANO  AVG.  GKU.  DAC.  P.M.  Tlt.P.  Rrv.  COS.V. 
p.p.  s.p.Q.u.  optimo  puixc.  A figure  landing;  in  right  hand  scales, 
in  left  a cornucopia. 


No.  51. — IMP.  TRAIAXO  AVG.  GER.  DAC.  P.M.  TR.P.  Rrv.  COS.V. 
p.p.  s.r.Q.R.  optimo  prixc.  A figure  standing;  in  right  hand  a 
branch,  in  left  a cornucopia. 


Nos.  52  and  53. — imp.  tkaiaxo  avo.  geic.  dac. 
P.M.  Tlt.P.  Rev.  COS.V.  P.P.  S.P.Q.R.  OPTIMO  PIIINC. 
A figure  standing;  in  left  hand  a sceptre,  in  right  a 
branch,  beneath  which  stands  a small  camel. 


No,  54. — IMP.  CAES.  XER.  TUAIANO  OPTIMO  AVG.  GER.  DAC. 
Rrv.  P.M.  Tlt.P.  cos. vi.  p.p.  s.p.q.r.  Mars,  carrying  in  right  hand  a 
spear,  in  left  a trophy. 

ii  * 
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Nog.  55  and  56. — imp.  cars.  xer.  traiaxo  optimo  ger.  dac. 
Rev,  P.M.  TR.r.  cos. vi.  p.p.  s.p.Q.ic.  A naked  figure  standing;  in 
the  right  hand  a patera,  in  the  left  ears  of  com. 

No.  57. — IMP.  TRAIAXO  AVG.  GER.  DAC.  PARTII.  P.M.  TR.r. 
cos.vi.  p.p.  lire,  s.p.q.r.  optimo  PRIXCIPI.  A sitting  figure;  in 
right  hand  a rudder,  in  left  a cornucopia ; below,  FORT.  RED. 


No.  58.— IMP.  TRAIAXO  OPTIMO  AVG.  GER.  DAC. 
P.M.  TR.P.  lire.  COS.VI.  p.p.  s.p.q.R.  A figure  stand- 
ing; in  left  hand  a spear,  the  right  hand  stretching  the 
toga  over  a small  figure,  in  whose  right  is  a twig. 


Xo.59. — IMP.  CAES.  KER.  TRAIAXO  OPTIM.  AVG.  GER.  DAC.  PAR- 
TniCO.  Rev.  P.M.  TR.r.  cos.  vi.  p.p.  s.r.Q.u.  A figure  of  Provi- 
dence; in  left  hand  a spear,  at  her  feet  a globe,  at  which  she  points,  and 
PRO  V ID. 


Nos.  GOand  61. —IMP.  CAESAR  TRAIAX.  II  ADR  I AX  vs 
avg.  Rrr.  P.M.  tr.p.  cos. in.  A Victory  laden  with 
spoils. 

No.  62. — IMP.  CAESAR  TRAIAX.  IIADRIAXVS  AVG. 
Rev.  p.M.  TR.P.  cos. ii i.  A figure  seated;  in  right  ham! 
a patera,  in  left  a cornucopia;  below,  fel.  p.r. 

No.  63.— IMP.  CAESAR  TRAIAX.  IIADRIAXVS  AVG. 
Rev.  p.M.  tr.p.  eos.in.  A female  figure  veiled,  in 
right  hand  a patera;  P1ETAS. 


The  region  of  the  Wall  being  a constant  scene  of  war  and  turmoil, 
articles  of  taste  and  luxury  cannot  be  expected  to  abound  in  it.  We  do, 
however,  meet  with  some  indications  of  the  wealth  of  Rome  and  of  the 
taste  of  the  Italian  people.  The  Corbridge  lnnx  lias  already  been  des- 
cribed. In  1745  a service  of  Roman  plate,  elaborately  carved,  was  found 
near  Capheaton,  in  Northumberland.  A number  of  gold  and  silver 
articles  were  offered  for  sale  in  Newcastle  in  1812,  which  the  person 
disposing  of  them  professed  to  have  found  at  Ilackworth,  a village  near 
Newcastle.  Most  of  them  were  bought  by  Mr.  Brumell,  and  are  now 
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in  the  British  museum.'  A gold  chain,  forming  a part  of  this  find,  is 
represented  in  the  accompanying  woodcut.*  A magnificent  gold  chain,  of 


a pattern  similar  to  this,  and  weighing  2 oz.  15  dwts.  12  grs.,  was  found 
upon  the  line  of  the  Wall,  a little  to  the  west  of  Carlisle,  in  December, 
I860.  It  is  in  the  possession  of  William  Forster,  Es<p,  Stanwix,  Carlisle. 


who  was  present  at  the  time  the  discovery 
was  made.  Along  with  the  chain  were  found 
two  or  three  hundred  Imperial  denarii." 
The  silver  fibula  shown  in  the  wood- 


cut  was  found  near  the  station  of  iEsic.\, 
and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Clayton. 


V 


It  bears  the  aspect  of  a style 
subsequent  to  the  Roman ; but 
it  should  be  remarked  that 
one  precisely  similar  to  it  was 


found  in  the  station  at  Netherby,  and  is  figured  in  Dysons’  Cumberland. 


The  small  gold  ornament  here  shown  was  found  at  the  same  place. 


1 Tills  find  is  described  in  the  Journal  of  the  Archaeological  Institute,  Vol.  VII I. 

* For  which  the  writer  is  indebted  to  the  Council  of  the  An*h;rologienI  Institute. 

’Mr.  Forster  informs  the  writer  that  he  secured  sixty-two  of  these  coins;  the  rest  were 
dispened.  Those  in  his  possession  consist  of  the  following  Nero,  1 : Gnlhu,  1 ; Vitellius,  1; 
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Several  .finger  rings  have  Keen  found  on  the  Wall,  made  of  gold 
and  other  metals.  Intaglios,  deprived  of  their  setting,  are  also  dug  up 
in  considerable  numbers.  The  setting  has,  in  these  eases,  probably 
eonsisted  of  some  base  metal,  whieh  has  perished  through  the  lapse  of 
time  and  the  moisture  of  the  soil.  One  example  of  an  iron  finger  ring 
occurs ; it  was  found  at  I5or.rovirrs.and  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Clayton. 
The  small  gold  ring  represented  below  is  in  the  collection  at  Luzonhy 
Hall  : the  stone  is  a purple  amcthvst,  and  on  it  is  engraved  a figure  of 


Mercury.  The  cocK  peeking  at  a head  of  wheat  was  found  at  Chesters, 
where  it  remains;  the  setting  is  of  silver.  The  stone  representing  a 

lion  is  also  at  Chesters.  The  eolleetion  ot 
antiquities  at  Walton  House  is  peculiarly 
rich  in  intaglios;  some  of  them  are  here 
figured,  lint  perhaps  the  most  remarkable 
work  of  art  of  this  description  whieh  has 
been  found  upon  the  Wall  is  that  whieh  is 
represented  in  the  subjoined  cut.  It  was 
found,  in  18.')0.  at  Stanvvix,  Carlisle.  The 
medallion  consists  of  a vitreous,  lavender- 
coloured  paste,  exhibiting  in  high  relief,  and  of  admirable  workmanship, 
the  head,  probably,  of  Antinous.  When  first  dug  up  some  traces  of  the 
metallic  rim.  in  which  it  had  been  set,  were  visible.  It  is  thus  described 
in  the  catalogue  of  the  museum  formed  at  Carlisle  on  the  occasion  of  the 
visit  of  the  Arehatojogical  Institute  to  that  city 


**  A round  medallion  of  lavender  coloured,  opaque,  vitreoua  |*astc.  It  is  an  object 
«»f  great  beauty  and  of  very  uncommon  occurrence,  unique  possibly  in  England;  it 
represent*  a bust  in  high  relief,  nearly  full  face  turned  towards  the  right;  the  hair  long 
and  flowing;  it  appear*  at  first  sight  to  represent  a female,  hut  the  countenance  partake* 
of  an  androgynous  character,  and  the  subject  intended  may  have  been  the  youthful 
Bacchus.” 


Vespasian,  10;  Domitian,  4:  Nerva.  t ; Trajan,  It? ; Hadrian,  4:  Sabina,  i?;  Antoninus  Pins,  .*» ; 
Faustina,  ? ; Aurelius,  t?;  illegible,  1*,\ 
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IlliONZE  AND  IKON  IMPLEMENTS. 

Very  few  specimens  of  the  arms  and  armour  of  the  imperial 
masters  of  Britain  have  come  down  to  our  time.  The  bronze  umbo  of 
a shield  found  near 
Matfen,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  station 
of  HuNNUM,is  shown 
in  the  woodcut.  On 
the  rim  tliere  is  a 
feebly  punctured  in- 
scription, which  Mr. 

Franks  takes  to  be 

3 RVSPI  QVINTI,  the 

century  of  Ituspius  Quintus.  It  appears  that  it  was  not  unusual  to 
order  soldiers  to  inscribe  their  own  and  their  centurions  names  on  their 
shields,  in  order  the  more  readily  to  detect  acts  of  cowardice.1  At 
Thorsbjerk,  in  Sleswiek,  several  bosses  have  been  found  of  the  same 
torn)  as  this,  and  punctured  in  a similar  manner.* 


The  tour  objects  shown  in  the  woodcuts  above  are  of  a military 
nature ; they  are  all  of  bronze  and  are  all  in  the  museum  at  Alnwick 


'•lournnl  of  ArcIneolojHcnl  InMiluU*,  Vol.  \ V „ p,  .V>. 

1 Dmnuirk  in  tin1  Early  Iron  A»n*,  by  Conral  Eiijrelliunlf,  p.  4!>. 
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Castle.  The  one  on  the  left  hand  is  from  the  station  of  Bremexilm  ; 
it  has  the  appearance  of  being  a piece  of  plate  armour.  The  next  is 
believed  to  be  part  of  a standard,  and  was  found  near  the  station  of 
Hi'nxl'm.  The  hand,  the  emblem  of  power,  is  also  supposed  to  have  been 
part  of  a standard,  aud  has  probably  been  inclosed  in  a circular  rim  of 
metal ; it  is  not  known  where  it  was  found.  The  other  object  is 
evidently  part  of  a handle  of  a sword  or  dagger.  During  the  exeava- 

%tions  at  Bkemexii'm,  a lump  of  corroded  iron  was  dug  up. 

which  on  close  inspection  was  found  to  consist  of  a mass  of 
I chain  mail.  The  figures  on  the  base  of  Trajan's  column 
prove  that  chain  mail  was  in  use  at  the  close  of  the  first 
century  of  the  Christian  era.  During  the  sewage  excavations  at 

Carlisle  a few  of  the 
rings  of  a bronze  coat 
of  mail  wcrecxhumed: 
they  are  represented 
in  the  margin  above. 

Bronze  bosses  in 
the  form  of  heads  are 
some t imes foun d ; they 

have  probably  been  attached  to  the  sword 
belts  of  the  superior  officers,  or  some  part  of 
their  armour.  Two  examples  are  here  given  ; that  on  the  left  hand  is  at 

Lazonby  Hall,  the  other  is  at  Carlisle. 

The  very  elegantly  chased  piece  of 
bronze  also  figured  has  formed  part  of 
a clasp  of  some  kind. 

Fibula;  or  brooches  are  among 
the  most  common  of  the  ornamental  objects  which  reward  the  labour 
of  the  explorer.  These  sometimes  consist  of  silver,  and  even  of  gold, 
but  are  more  frequently  made  of  bronze.  The  largest  of  the  objects 
next  introduced  represents  an  enamelled  bronze  fibula,  which  was  found 
at  Habitaxclm.  and  is  now  in  the  museum  at  Newcastle.  Instruments 
of  tins  form  were  doubtless  intended  to  bind  together  the  parts  of  a 
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thick  woollen  garment.  Two  smaller  examples  are  also  figured.  Other 
modes  of  pinning  together  the  edges  of  a garment  were  in  use  amongst 
the  Romans ; the  cuts 
represent  .studs  not  much 
unlike  some  that  are  in 
vogue  amongst  us  at 
present.  The  face  of  the 
circular  stud  or  small 
fibula,  which  forms  one 
of  the  examples  shown, 
is  covered  with  enamel 
of  various  colours.  It 
belongs  to  the  Netherby 
collection. 

The  children  of  free- 
men at  Rome  usually 
wore  suspended  to  their 
necks  a circular  bulla  or  ornamental  box.  containing  an  amulet.  In 
the  case  of  children  of  noble  families,  the  bulla  was  made  of  gold  ; the 
children  of  freemen,  on  the  other  hand,  won*  one  of  leather  attached  to  • 
a thong  of  the  same  material.  The  woodcut 
represents,  of  the  full  size,  a small  box  of  bronze 
found  at  Xctherby,  where  it  still  remains.  It  is 
doubtless  a bulla,  which  has  graced  the  neck  of 
some  Romano-British  youth,  sixteen  or  seven- 
teen centuries  ago.  The  bulla  usually  was  laid 
aside,  together  with  the  pnetexta,  when  the  child  attained  the  age  of 
puberty,  and  it  was  dedicated  to  the  tutelary  gods  of  the  fainilv. 

A small  bronze  cup,  elaborately  chased,  and  still  bearing  some 
traces  of  enamel,  was  found  last  century  in  a well  at  Rudge  in  Wiltshire. 
An  inscription,  running  round  its  rim,  connects  it  with  the  Wall  : it 
is — A MAIS  AB.U.J.AVA  VXKI.ODVMc(Vo)  AMBOCEANs  BAXXA.  There  call  be  no 
doubt  that  there  is  a reference  here  to  Anibogi.axxa,  and  some  other 
stations  near  the  western  extremity  of  the  Wall;  but  the  full  import 
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of  the  legend  has  not  yet  been  aseertained.  The*  vessel  is  now  preserv  ed 
in  the  museum  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  at  Alnwiek  Castle. 
Can  it  have  been  intended  to  lie  dedicated  to  the  nymphs  presiding  over 
the  medicinal  waters  of  Gilsland.  which  are  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Amiiooi.anxa  ? 

The  long  nights  of  a north  of  England  winter  would  sorely  try 
the  patience  of  troops  reared  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean. 
Small  earthenware  lamps  an*  frequently  met  with  amongst  the  ruins  of 
the  castella  and  the  stations.  More  rarely,  lamps  of  bronze  are  discovered. 

of  which  the  woodcut  fur- 
nishes a specimen,  found  at 
Carlisle.  These,  however, 
would  do  but  little  to  dispel 
the  intense  darkness  of  a 
moonless  night.  A slight 
reference  to  some  articles 
of  domestic  use  must  close  this  branch  of  the  subject,  i’ins  for  the  hair 
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obtained  during  the  sewage  excavations  at  Carlisle,  are  introduced. 
All  of  these  are  bronze  except  the  one  marked 
n.  which  is  made  of  horn.  A pin  of  jet.  which 
was  found  at  Brememem.  is  also  figured  of  the 
actual  size.  The  woodcut,  c.  represents  a small 
spoon  from  Bremexiem.  Bells  of  various  shapes 
are  met  with.  One  is  here  drawn  of  half  its 
actual  size  ; it  is  hemispherical  in  form,  and 
made  of  bronze. 


LEAD  AM)  IRON  IMPLEMENTS. 

Both  lead  and  iron  have  been  extensively  wrought  by  the  Homans 
in  the  North  of  England.  The  scoria1  resulting  from  the  smelting  of 
both  these  metals  are  met  with  in  considerable  quantities  in  the  mineral 
districts,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Watling  Street  and  the  Maiden 
Way.  Leaden  pipes  of  considerable  weight  and  diameter  have  been 
dug  up  in  the  station  of  Corchester,  and  lead  has  been  very  freely  used 
in  fastening  the  cramps  of  the  bridge  at  Cilernem  and  in  other  works. 
In  consequence  of  the  tendency  of  iron  to  oxydize.  most  of  the  articles 


made  of  this  metal  that  were  left  by  the  llomans  must  have  disappeared  : 
many,  however,  remain.  Specimens  of  their  hammers,  chisels,  mattocks. 
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and  hoes  have  been  picked  up.  The  woodcuts  represent  some  other 
articles— a is  a knife,  found  at  Carlisle  ; b,  c,  d are  spear  heads 

Sfrom  the  collection  at  Chesters  ; e is  the  spring  catch  of 
a lock  ; f is  the  key  by  which  the  spring  was  held  down 
and  the  bolt  disengaged.  Some  of  the  Roman  loeks  exhibit 
ingenious  contrivances,  which  have  been  made  the  subject  of 
--  patents  in  recent  times.  A Roman  key  for  wearing  on  the 
huger  is  here  figured  ; it  is  of  bronze,  and,  together  with  the  articles  <■ 
and  f,  is  in  the  museum  at  Chesters. 

EARTHENWARE,  l! LASS,  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

However  frequently  the  site  of  a Roman  station  may  be  turned 
over  by  the  spade  or  plough,  it  is  scarcely  possible  entirely  to  deprive 
it  of  the  fragments  of  pottery  which  have  been  deposited  in  it.  As  the 
pottery  of  the  Romans  possesses  features  different  from  those  of  any  kind 
now  in  use,  the  circumstance  referred  to  is  frequently  useful  in  ascertain- 
ing whether  a plot  of  ground  has  been  occupied  by  the  Romans  or  not. 
The  finest  kind  is  that  which  is  called  Samian.  The  manufacture  of  it 
was  carried  on  in  various  parts  of  Gaul,  Germany,  and  other  places. 
Samian  ware  is  of  a bright  coral-red  colour,  and  is  strongly  glazed. 
Some  vessels  are  quite  plain,  others  arc  very  tastefully  embossed.  On 
the  opposite  page  are  some  specimens  of  this  beautiful  manufacture. 
The  potter's  name,  in  the  case  of  plain  vessels,  is  generally  stamped  on 
the  bottom  of  the  inside  ; in  the  embossed  varieties,  when  given  at  all, 

it  appears  in 
relief  on  tiie 
outside.  The 
potters'  stamps 

here  appended,  which  are  from  plain  varieties,  read  uexialis  feci[t], 
capelliv[s]  f[ecit],  and  mvxtvlli  m[anv].  In  the  embossed  examples 
represeuted  on  the  opposite  page  the  maker's  mark  appears  in  three 
instances — lastyca  f[f.cit]  (put  on  the  reverse  way),  cixxam[i],  and 
nivix.  It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  plain  Samian  vessels  have  an 
ornamental  spout,  formed  after  the  model  of  a lion's  mouth,  or  that  of 
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some  other  ravenous  beast;  the  woodcuts  furnish  two  examples.  In 

some  rare  instances 
plain  Samian  bowls 
have  been  subjected 
to  the  wheel  after 
the  manner  of  cut 
"lass,  before  being 
glazed.  T wo  speci- 
mens are  here  given 
found  in  the  station 
of  BuEMKXIUM.  All 
the  Samian  ware 
found  in  England 
has  been  brought 
from  abroad,  chiefly 
from  Gaul.  It  has 
been  very  highly 
valued,  tor  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  fractured  bowls  which  have 
been  carefully  repaired  by  means  of  leaden  rivets. 

Other  kinds  of  earthenware  were  extensively  used  in  Britain,  of 
which  specimens  are  given  on  the  opposite  page.  These,  for  the  most 
part,  are  of  native  manufacture.  One  species  consists  of  vessels  which 
are  perfectly  plain,  and  are  of  a gray  or  slate  colour.  The  peculiar 
hue  has  been  imparted  to  them  by  closing  the  kiln  at  a particular 
stage  and  causing  the  smoke  to  be  absorbed  by  the  glowing  vessel. 
Another  variety  consists  of  jars,  the  sides  of  which  are  indented ; 
these  are  generally  of  a dark  colour,  having  a metallic  gloss.  Amongst 
the  fragments  shown  on  the  opposite  page  are  some  that  are  adorned 
with  representations  of  the  human  figure.  One  jar,  the  lower  portion 
of  which  has  been  lost,  has  a cluster  of  heads  about  its  rim — the 
projecting  chins  of  two  of  them  forming  the  handles.  A fragment 
from  Brememcm  has  for  its  subject  Faustulus  standing  over  Romulus 
and  Remus  and  the  wolf.  Another  specimen  presents  the  peculiarity 
of  having  a ring  attached  to  it,  which  plays  freely  in  its  staple : this 
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was  found  at  Cn.riixnt.  and  is  now  at  Chesters.  The  specimen  a is 
from  Bit emknu'm  ; it  exhibits  a light  ground  streaked  with  patches  of 
a bright  brown  colour.  Bed  vessels  destitute  of  glaze  and  in  every 
respect  inferior  to  the  .Samian  ware,  tire  also  met  with;  b is  an  example 
of  this  kind — it  was  found  at  Tynemouth.  Besides  these  smaller  bowls 
and  vessels,  large  wine  amphoric  and  oil  jars — usually  in  a fragmentary 
state — are  met  with.  Mortaria,  strong  open  vessels  having  a wide  spout 
and  having  the  surface  roughened  by  some  ferruginous  particles,  are 
also  of  common  occurrence.  We  have  examples  of  these  in  r and  <1. 
Much  of  the  grain  used  by  the  Romans  was  probably,  after  being 
soaked  for  some  time,  bruised  in  these  vessels  and  then  cooked. 

Window  glass  is  found  in  the  stations,  though  in  small  quantities. 
It  is  obscure  on  one  side,  and  seems  to  have  been  formed  bv  spreading 
the  molten  matter  upon  a flat  table.  Glass  vessels  are  frequently 
obtained,  though  almost  always  in  a fractured  condition.  Square 
S- « n bottles  of  various  sizes,  formed  of 
light  green  glass,  and  having  a flat 
I 3 handle  going  from  the  shoulder  to 
^ the  rim  of  the  neck,  are  of  most  fre- 
E$,,  ! j quent  occurrence.  The  engraving 

■ exhibits,  of  the  full  size,  an  unusually 
wjjLj.  small  specimen  of  this  kind,  found 

at  Carlisle ; it  has  lost  its  handle. 

Occasionally,  fragments  of  very  pure  white  glass  are 
found,  which  have  evidently  formed  parts  of  vessels  of  light  and  delicate 
workmanship.  The  woodcut  exhibits  a specimen  of  this  kind  from 
the  collection  of  Mrs.  McLean,  at  Lazonbv  Hall;  it  is  “cut”  after  the 
modern  fashion,  and  has.  besides,  the  word  aktaiux  scratched  upon  it.1 

Hand-mills  are  frequently  found  in  the  district  of  the  Wall, 
resembling  the  querns  of  more  recent,  times.  The  most  remarkable 
circumstance  connected  with  them  is  that  manv  of  them  are  made  of  a 


lTbe  artist  bad  tin*  wrong  aide  of  the  glass  before  him  when  he  made  his  drawing,  and  1ms, 
in  consequence,  given  us  the  inscription  the  reverse  wav;  he  tins  thus  furnished  us  with  the  means 
of  judging  of  the  accuracy  of  liis  delineations. 
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volcanic  stone  which  has  been  imported  from  Andernaeh  on  the  Rhine. 
The  ereat  advantage  of  the  Andernaeh  stone  is  that  it  is  light,  hard  as 
cast-iron,  anil  that  being  porous  it  presents  as  it  wears  away  fresh 
cutting  surfaces  to  the  grain. 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  notice  the  Hat  bricks  or  tiles  of 
the  Romans.  Their  texture  is  compact  and  their  durability  extreme. 
Owing  to  the  abundance  of  stone  in  the  district  traversed  hv  the  Wall 
they  have  been  comparatively  sparingly  used  in  these  northern  parts. 
The  only  other  objects  of  earthenware  manufacture  which  need  here 
be  mentioned  arc  the  pipes,  of  various  forms  and  dimensions,  that  have 
been  used  for  the  conveyance  of  water  into  the  stations.  Some  of  these 


resemble  the  draining  pipes  of  the  present  day,  except  that  they  were 
made  so  as  to  fit  into  one  another.  The  specimens  shown  arc  from 
Ncthcrby. 

It  seems  strange  that  many  of  the  Roman  stations  should  furnish 
us  with  examples  of  the  shoes  or  sandals  which  were  worn  bv  the 
occupants  ; yet  such  is 
the  case.  The  woodcuts 
represent  some  from 
Whitley  Castle,  which 
arc  now  in  the  museum 
of  Sir  Walter  Calverly 
Trevelyan,  baronet,  at 
Wellington.  They  are 
always  made  “right" 
and  “left;"  the  soles  are 
double,  and  are  strongly 
studded  with  iron  nails; 
the  upper  leather  is  caught  between  the  soles;  a thong  has  gathered  the 
upper  parts  of  the  shoe  together,  and  bound  it  tightly  round  the  foot. 
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Hire  must  be  closed  this  description  of  the  Homan  Wall  and  its 
iuiti(ji)ities.  Unless  the  writer  has  altogether  failed  in  his  purpose,  the 
reader  will  he  disposed — though  with  the  modification  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  recent  development  of  railway  enterprise — to  adopt  the 
language  of  Sir  Walter  Scott: — “ And  this,  then,  is  the  Homan  Wall. 
What  a people  ! whose  labours,  even  at  this  extremity  of  their  empire 
comprehended  such  space,  and  were  executed  upon  a scale  of  such 
grandeur!  In  future  ages,  when  the  science  of  war  shall  have  been 
changed,  how  few  traces  will  exist  of  the  labours  of  Vauban  and 
Coehorn.  while  this  wonderful  people's  remains  will  even  then  continue 
to  interest  and  astonish  posterity!  Their  fortifications,  their  aqueducts, 
their  theatres,  their  fountains,  all  their  public  works,  hear  the  grave, 
solid,  and  majestic  character  of  their  language;  while  our  modern 
labours,  like  our  modern  tongues,  seem  hut  constructed  out  of  their 
fragments.'' 
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WaLLSKND  wki  the  eastern  termination  of  the  Homan  Wall;  but  as  there  were  subsidiary 
Homan  stations  at  North  Shields  and  Tynemouth,  our  geological  survey  mav  properly  extend 
across  the  island,  from  the  sea  nt  Tynemouth  to  the  Solway  Firth  at  Downes*.  This  is  the 
narrowest  part  of  England,  the  distance  being  only  seventy-four  miles ; and,  though  the  Wall 
passes  over  a series  of  rolling  hills,  the  elevations  rarely  exceed  400  feet,  excepting  along  the 
basaltic  clitfs,  one  of  which,  Win  shields,  is  about  1,000  feet  above  the  sea  level. 

Across  this  isthmus,  the  geologist  finds  many  phenomena  suggestive  of  important  inquiries. 
In  Tynemouth  cliffs,  the  magnesian  limestone  of  the  Permian  formation  is  seen;  the  coal  mea- 
sures occupy  the  low  undulating  land  between  Tynemouth  and  Frenchmen’s  How;  in  the  higher 
grounds  between  this  place  ami  Harlow  Hill,  there  are  great  bed*  of  millstone  grit ; ami  the 
mountain  limestone,  from  Harlow  Hill  to  Lanercost,  constitutes  the  bolder  hill*,  which  derive 
additional  interest  and  picturesqueness  from  the  basalt,  which  Las  been  intruded  among  the  rocks, 
along  the  line  from  Limestone  Comer  to  Thirlwall ; the  triussic  formation,  or  new  red  sandstone, 
fill*  the  plain  of  Cumberland;  and  near  its  western  termination  this  sand-tone  is  overlaid  by  bed* 
lielonging  to  the  lias.  Over  most  of  these  rocky  beds  there  is  a covering  of  boulder  clay  and 
gravel.  Strata  older  than  the  mountain  limestone  do  not  appear ; even  the  lowermost  group  of 
the  carboniferous  system  is  wanting.  There  are  no  secondary  beds  later  than  the  lias,  and  the 
tertiary  bed*  are  entirely  absent. 


CARBONIFEROUS  FORMATION. 

This  important  formation  occupies  the  greater  portion  of  our  line  of  survey,  and  extern!* 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne  to  Lanercost  in  Cumberland;  it  is  the  oldest  we  meet  with,  and  is 
distinguished  by  the  large  amount  of  carbon  locktd  up  in  its  lied*  of  coal  and  limestone,  and  hence 
its  name.  Though  it  presents  one  great  assemblage  of  strata,  marked  throughout  by  the  occur- 
rence of  certain  fossil  plants,  especially  the  stigma  na  ficoul?*,  yet  there  are  changes  of  condition 
indicated  during  the  vast  periods  which  lapsed  while  the  various  beds  w ere  in  course  of  deposition. 
These  beds  iu  Northumberland  may  lie  conveniently  arranged  into  the  four  following  groups,  in 
descending  order: — The  coal  measures,  the  millstone  grit,  the  mountain  limestone,  and  the  Tuedian 
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p.  None  of  the  beds,  however,  in  the  line  of  the  Homan  Wall  is  go  low  down  in  the  series  as 
fast  group,  hut  all  the  others  are  present. 


COAL  MEASURES. 

Starting  at  Tynemouth,  we  enter  at  once  on  the  uppermost  group,  which  extends  westward  a 
distance  of  fourteen  miles.  It  is  seen  in  the  cliffs  at  Tynemouth  below  the  magnesian  lime- 
stone, and  at  Throckley  Colliery  there  is  a coal  about  three  feet  in  thickness,  which  is  the  lowest 
workable  seam  in  the  group.  As  we  proceed,  we  pass  over  many  alternations  of  sandstone,  shale, 
ironstone,  and  coal;  the  weds  ore  of  various  thickness,  from  one  inch  to  more  than  1<M)  feet; 
the  whole  having  an  aggregate  thickness  of  about  *J,000  feet.  'Hie  sandstones  ure  numerous, 
and  several  of  them  of  great  thickness ; the  main  post  is  84  feet  thick.  Usually  they  are  fine 
grained,  lieing  formed  of  grains  of  sand,  chiefly  silica,  and  they  furnish  a beautiful  building  stone; 
hut  others  of  a more  gritty  texture,  though  not  adapted  for  ornamental  designs,  are  nevertheless 
more  useful  and  durable  for  building  purposes;  ami  of  such  many  portions  of  tin*  Roman  Wall 
have  been  built.  The  shales,  interstratified  with  these  sandstones,  are  also  of  considerable 
thickness,  ami  although  differing  in  their  composition  are  all  characterised  by  argillaceous  matter, 
which  is  mixed  with  variable  quantities  of  carbonaceous  and  siliceous  ingredients;  indeed  they 
are  usually  mud-deposits,  more  or  less  indurated.  Each  variety  passes  insensibly  into  another; 
some  have  in  them  so  much  silica  as  to  form  a slatv  sand-bed,  and  others  so  much  carbon  as 
to  lie  capable  of  supporting  combustion.  Not  a few  of  them  are  valuable  in  yielding  the  fire-clay 
from  which  fire-bricks  are  manufactured.  Ironstone  forms,  comparatively,  hut  a small  proportion 
of  the  strata ; it  is  an  argillaceous  carbonate  of  iron,  and  occurs  in  thin  hands,  hut  chiefly  in 
nodules  scattered  throughout  shales. 

In  liestowing  her  minerul  treasures,  nature  has  dealt  bountifully  with  the  district — but  her 
crowning  gift  is  coal.  Then*  are  in  this  field  57  different  seams  of  coal,  from  1 inch  to  8 feet 
thick  ; the  thickness  of  the  whole  is  about  80  feet ; hut  as  mnnv  of  them  are  thin  and  poor,  only 
twelve  are  workable;  but  these  yield  to  the  daring  ami  skill  of  the  miner  about  50  feet  in  thickness 
of  good  coal.  Along  the  line  of  the  Roman  Wall,  we  pass  over  at.  least  nine  of  these  seams;  the 
most  important,  the  low  main  coal,  which  on  an  average  is  OJ  feet  thick,  and  one  of  the  best  for 
domestic  use,  crops  out  in  the  declivity  of  the  hill  leading  to  Denton  Burn.  The  three-quarter 
coal,  which  is  of  poorer  quality,  crops  out  near  Oiwehurn;  other  good  coals,  such  as  the  lieiisham, 
the  Beaumont,  ami  llrockley,  ore  worked  in  collieries  west  of  Newcastle. 

The  strata  rise  gently  to  the  westward  about  one  yard  in  twenty-seven.  We  pass  over  un- 
dulating ground  of  moderate  elevation,  and  we  perceive  that  the  rocks  beneath  have  left  a charac- 
teristic impress  on  the  surface.  The  round-topjied  hills  are  formed  of  the  bard  sandstones,  while 
the  intervening  valleys  have  lieen  scooped  onto!  the  softer  shales  liv  denuding  agencies.  8o  much 
is  the  country  covered  over  w ith  deposits  of  clay  and  gravel,  that  few  good  natural  sections  of  the 
rocks  ore  excised.  In  the  Ouseburn,  and  in  Walbottle  Dean,  the  character  of  the  rocks  mar  he 
studied,  hut  the  most  instructive  section  is  that  seen  in  the  sea  dirts  from  Tynemouth  to  Culler- 
coats.  Wherever,  however,  they  are  exposed,  whether  in  natural  sections  or  in  pit  sinkings,  we 
find  embedded  in  them  multitudes  of  the  remains  of  land  plants,  some  fragments  of  fish,  and 
occasionally  shells. 

Standing  on  Hedilnn  Hill,  let  us  trace  the  western  boundary  of  these  coal  measures.  To  the 
north-east  it  ranges  along  the  borders  of  a lowr  undulating  country  to  Stannington,  thence  to 
Morpeth ; and  then,  in  several  serpentine  curves,  posses  towards  Addington  ami  the  mouth  of  the 
Coquet.  Southward,  it  wends  its  wav  to  Whitron  Hall  and  Shotley. 

By  a singular  fault,  these  coal  measures  are  prolonged  in  a narrow  tongue,  from  Hadley  to 
Halton,  a distance  of  twenty -seven  miles.  Thrust  in  here  among  mountain  limestone  rocks,  by  a 
series  of  slip  dikes,  which  have  thrown  down  the  strata  to  the  north,  it  is  nowhere  more  than  one 
mile  broad,  its  overage  breadth  being  less  than  half  a mile.  The  fault  runs  nearly  parallel  with 
the  South  Tyne;  and  while  it  has  lifted  up  and  preserved  coal  scams  of  some  value,  it  has  impressed 
peculiar  physical  features  on  the  district,  which  an  observer,  standing  on  the  hanks  of  the  river, 
cannot  fail  to  notice  as  he  casts  an  intelligent  eve  up  the  valley.  Here,  indeed,  from  this  cause  is 
the  lowest  level  between  sea  and  sen  in  the  kingdom,  along  which  the  Newcastle  and  Carlisle 
Railway  runs,  the  highest  point  being  nt  (ilenwhelt,  which  is  only  440  feet  above  the  height  of 
the  sea. 
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Besides  this,  there  are  other  faults  which  show  that  the  strata,  after  their  deposition,  had 
been  shaken,  rent,  and  npheaved  by  powerful  internal  forces.  Near  to  the  eastern  port  of  our 
section,  there  are  three  fractures  anu  dikes  near  to  each  other ; the  most,  easterly  displaces  the 
beds  vertically  10*  feet,  the  next  00  feet,  and  the  thin!  64  feet.  A little  eastward  of  Newcastle, 
other  dikes  have  caused  similar  displacements.  The  ninety-fathom  dike,  n secondary  effect  of  the 
force  which  elevated  the  lYnine  chain,  ranges  nearly  at  right  angles  to  this  chain,  and  it  has 
dislocated  the  strata  for  a distance  of  fifty  mile*.  It  crosses  the  Roman  Wall  near  to  Denton, 
whence  it  trends  north-eastward  to  Gostorth  and  Ki  I ling  worth,  and  then  goes  eastwards  to  the 
sea  at  Cullerconts,  where,  on  the  south  of  the  fault,  the  magnesian  limestone  is  brought  in. 
At  Cullercoats  and  elsewhere,  the  relative  displacement  of  the  beds  caused  by  this  dike  is  about 
ninety  fathoms,  and  hence  its  name;  hut  at  other  points  of  its  course  the  displacement  is  greater. 
At  (losforth,  the  beds  on  the  south  side  are  elevated  IKJfl  feet,  and  nearer  the  Penine  chain  the 
upheaval  is  near  to  2,000  feet. 

These  dikes,  which  dislocate  and  cut,  up  a coal  field  are  not  unmitigated  evils;  as  Buddie 
has  phrased  it,  they  sometimes  act  as  coder  dams,  for  lteing  filled  with  clay  they  arrest  the  How 
of  water  and  help* the  drainage  of  mines  ; others  bring  within  the  reach  of  the  skill  of  man 
valuable  minerals,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  Inst  altogether  or  placed  at  inaccessible 
depths;  such  is  one  effect  of  the  ninety-fathom  dike,  for  though  the  dip  of  the  bed*  is  slight  yet  some 
of  the  most  valuable  coni  seams  would  have  cropped  out  near  Newcastle  and  been  lost;  the  low 
main,  one  of  the  best  of  all,  crops  out  in  Denton  Burn,  but  the  fault  brings  it  in  uguin  and  cause* 
it  to  extend  westward  beyond  Walbottle. 

THE  MILLSTONE  GRIT. 

This  group  need  not  detain  us  long;  it  underlies  the  coal  measures,  from  which  it  differs  not 
in  its  organic  contents ; projterly,  it  should  be  included  in  the  coal  measures,  of  which  it  is  the 
base.  Coal  seams  there  are  in  it,  but  they  are  thin  and  of  little  value;  it  is  distinguished  by  its 
thick  beds  of  gritty  sandstone,  which  have  sometimes  supplied  millstones,  and  hence  its  name. 
At  Heddou-ou-the-Wnll,  there  are  extensive  quarries  of  this  rock,  which  furnish  a good  building 
stone,  and  which  is  there  verv  gritty,  being  made  up  chiefly  of  rounded  pebble*  of  quartz  ami 
felspar  bound  together  by  a silicons  cement;  some  of  the  pebbles  are  as  large  as  a nut.  and  some 
few  we  noticed  as  much  a*  one  inch  in  diameter.  Large  trunks  of  sigillariie  occur  in  this  quarry, 
and  in  some  other  beds  there  are  casts  and  tracks  of  worms. 

This  group  firms  a narrow  zone  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  direction  of  the  coal 
measures.  The  breadth  of  the  zone  along  the  line  of  the  Homan  Wall  from  near  Frenchmen’s 
Row  to  Harlow  Hill  is  about  four  miles,  and  the  aggregate  thickness  of  the  beds  may  be  estimated 
near  to  600  feet.  In  some  parts  of  the  range,  as  at  Warkworth,  the  pebbles  are  bound  together 
bv  a calcareous  cement,  and  occasionally  we  hod  protoxide  of  iron  and  garnet*. 

Before  entering  on  a new  scene  we  may  pause  aw  bile  in  our  progress,  and  view  thp  groups 
we  have  surveyed  in  their  organic  aspect.  In  the  sandstones,  and  especially  in  the  shales,  there 
are  embedded  the  remains  of  multitudes  of  plants,  the  wreck  of  the  ancient  forests,  which  furnished 
the  carbonaceous  matter  of  our  coal  seams.  That  such  is  the  origin  of  coal  is  proved  by  con- 
clusive evidence,  for  many  beds  of  coal  retain  the  external  forms  and  internal  structure  of  the  plants 
of  which  they  are  formed ; even  the  ashes  of  cool  show  vegetable  tissues  when  examined  by  the 
microscope ; most  coal  seams  rest,  on  a fire-clay,  which  is  permeated  by  Mtiffmaria  ficoulcs,  the 
root  of  tnej rioillaria;  this  under-day  being  the  surface  soil,  on  which  the  enormous  vegetation 
grew  of  widen  cool  is  formed.  This  ancient  flora  differed  widely  from  that  of  the  present  {terioiL 
There  were  no  true  dicotyledonous  trees,  such  as  adorn  our  forests.  A few  conifers  clothed  the 
higher  ground*  skirting  ihe  district,  which,  however,  was  for  the  most  part  low  and  swampy,  and 
covered  with  a vegetation  of  a dark  hue  and  succulent  texture,  Sigillariie  were  most,  abundant — 
large  branchless  tree*  with  fluted  stems  crowned  with  long  pendant  leaves  and  springing  from 
great  roots  (Stiffmaria  ficoidet)  immersed  in  swampy  ground,  and  having  a remarkable  quadri- 
partite arrangement ; and  yet  these  huge  forms  wen*  allied  to  the  evens  and  the  humble  clule- 
iii o*s  (Lycopodium)  which  trails  on  mtr  moors.  Lepidodemlrn  were  also  abundant,  the  stems  and 
branches  Wing  covered  witli  scale-like  imbricated  leaves,  and  the  fruit,  an  oval  or  cylindrical 
cone,  developed  at  the  extremity  of  the  branches  ; though  having  a near  affinity  to  the  club-moss, 
with  only  a distant  relationship  to  the  conifer;*,  the  lepidodendru  resembled  in  magnitude  anil 
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appearance  tilt1  stately  araucaria.  The  graceful  calamitftft  were  pretty  numerous — tail  reed-like 
trees,  thirty  or  forty  feet  high,  jointed  anil  furrowed  like  the  sugar-cane,  and  with  whorls  around 
the  nodes  or  joints;  their  structure  lx*in *r  n wonderful  comhination  of  characters  connecting  them 
with  the  three  great  divisions  of  the  vegetable  kingdom.  We  catch  a glimpse  of  a more  singular 
form  still — the  ulodendron — a tree  with  the  same  kind  of  structure,  stem,  leaves,  and  rhontboidal 
leaf  scars  as  the  lepidodendron,  but  having  two  rows  of  large  oval  or  round  scars,  one  row  on 
each  side  of  the  stem  opposite  to  each  other,  arranged  vertically,  and  eoutiuueil  even  along-  the 
branches  of  the  tree;  these  appear  to  have  been  points  of  attachment  of  masses  of  inflorescence, 
or  fruit,  which  had  consisted  of  sessile  cones  of  imbricated  scales,  similar  to  a fir-cone.  The 
darker  hues  of  the  vegetation  would  lie  somewhat  relieved  by  the  bright  green  herlwiceous  ferns, 
which  grew  in  rank  abundance;  while  u few  tree  ferns  appeared,  crowned  with  long  overarching 
fronds. 

Now,  all  these  plants  grew  upon  the  land  or  in  marshy  ground ; they  occur  more  or  less  in 
every  zone  of  the  coal  measures  and  millstone  grit,  and  occasionally  remains  of  fish  and  molluscs 
are  associated  with  them  of  a genus  indicating  generally  fresh  water,  and,  in  a few  cases,  estuarine 
conditions. 


MOUNTAIN  LIMESTONE. 

At  Harlow  Hilt  we  enter  upon  the  mountain  limestone,  which  extends  westward  to  Laner- 
cost  in  Cumberland.  In  this  group  we  have  sandstones,  shales,  and  ironstones  almost  identical  in 
mineral  character  with  those  in  the  coal  measures,  and  containing  the  same  kind  of  plants.  Coal, 
too,  we  have  here,  hut  neither  so  richly  bituminous  nor  so  abundant  ns  in  the  coal  measures.  A 
few  seams,  such  as  that  at  Shilbottle,  and  others  at  Lowick  and  Scrcmerston,  are  of  a good 
quality ; hut  generally  the  seams  are  blit  poorly  adapted  for  domestic  purposes.  Still,  it  is  useful 
and  not  to  la*  despised  when  richer  qualities  are  not  easily  obtainable.  This  coal  is,  for  the  most 
part,  light  and  slaty. 

iStigmuriu  rootlets,  sigillnrise,  lepidodendra,  cslamite*.  ulodendrons,  and  other  plants  appear: 
and  specimens  may  readily  be  obtained  in  the  channel  of  the  Irtliinc,  below  (•ilsland,  out  id 
blocks  of  sandstone  and  shale,  which  have  tumbled  down  from  cliffs  forming  the  Imnks  of  the 
river.  Wo  miss,  however,  the  l>euutiful  ferns  so  abundant  in  the  coal  measures.  None  have  we 
met  with  along  the  line  of  the  Wall ; indeed,  excepting  xphcnopteri*  Johnxtonlnnn,  and  a very  few 
others  at  Budle,  Litidisfurne,  Kyloe,  and  Newton-on-the-Moor,  we  have  not  seen  them  in  the 
mountain  limestone  of  Northumlx'rliimL  We  can,  however,  scarcely  venture  to  infer  any  climatal 
change  from  this  marked  disproportion  in  the  distribution  of  ferns  in  the  two  groups. 

The  chief  new  feature  we  meet  with  is,  however,  the  intercalation  of  several  beils  of  lime- 
stone and  calcareous  shale  among  the  sandstone,  shales,  and  coal : and  these  contain  undoubted 
marine  organisms,  furnishing  evidence  of  repeated  changes  of  condition  and  of  level.  The  sea  at 
one  time  rolling  its  deep  waters  over  the  district,  at  another  estuaries  were  gradually  filled  up  by 
detritus  swept  from  the  land ; and  afterwards  the  sea  bottom  was  raised  above  the  waters,  and 
clothed  with  the  same  dense  and  dark  vegetation  as  grew  during  the  era  of  the  coal  measures. 
Corals,  entomostrueans,  crustaceans,  enennites,  annelids  bivalve  molluscs,  especially  brachio- 
pods,  gasteropoda,  cephalopoda,  and  ganoid  fish  abound  in  Ix-ds  of  this  formation  in  Northumber- 
land; they  synchronise  these  beds  with  the  scar  or  lower  limestone  of  Yorkshire. 

At  Harlow  Hill,  eleven  and  u-lialf  miles  westward  of  Newcastle,  the  first  limestone  of  the 
group  appears,  in  a quarry  south  of  the  Wall  near  to  the  village,  and  it  is  above  twenty  feet  in 
thickness,  dipping  south-eastward,  capped  with  a sandstone,  and  makes  a good  lime.  Many 
fossils  may  be  obtained  here.  We  noticed  the  following: — Pivutuctus ffiguntrux,  a small  variety  ; 
product**  latusiniv*,  product um  *rmi  reticulata*,  and  product**  coxtutu*  ; of  corals  we  found  lit  ho- 
demlron  junceum  and  irregular?,  species  which  formed  great  reefs  in  these  ancient  seas;  but. 
we  were  especially  interested  in  finding  lithoxt  ration  Porttoekn  in  large  circular  masses,  attached 
by  their  base  to  the  rock,  in  the  same  position  as  when  those  compound  corals  lived  in  the  seas  of 
the  mountain  limestone  era.  This  limestone  sill  is  traceable  tor  u considerable  distance  northwards, 
curving  toward*  Stamford  ham,  and  tlience  north-eastward  towards  Almuouth;  it  is  known  to 
extend  southward  from  Harlow  Hill  to  Newton-on-the-Tyne, 

Leaving  Harlow  Hill,  we  traverse  undulating  ground,  but  few  good  sections  are  seen.  On 
the  summit  of  Carr's  Hilt  is  a sandstone;  nnd  at  Down  Hill  we  find  a limestone  twenty  feet  in 
thickness,  dipping  south-eastward,  hut  only  one  of  the  beds  yields  good  lirne;  tho  others  are 
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impure,  and  contain  magnesia.  Here  wo  observed  no  fossils.  Above  it  is  an  excellent  sand- 
stone, well  adapted  for  building  purposes,  ami  which,  doubtless,  furnished  stones  to  the  Homan 
builders.  Southward  of  Stagslinw  Hunk  another  limestone,  dipping  south,  runs  parallel  with  the 
Wall,  but  is  not  seen  crossing’  it,  having  apparently  been  twisted  out  of  its  regular  course  by  a 
fault. 

Between  Down  Hill  and  the  North  Tyne  few  rock  sections  are  exposed  in  the  line  of  the 
Wall;  but  at  Little  Whittington, near  to  Stagshaw  Bank,  a coal  twenty-three  inches  in  thickness 
is  worked  at  die  depth  of  twenty -three  fathoms  from  the  surface,  and  in  sinking  to  it  a limestone 
is  passed  through.  At  Hew  cl  ay,  one  mile  northward,  another  limestone  fifteen  teet  in  thickness  is 
quarried,  having  the  ordinary  south-eastern  dip  of  the  district.  Before  reaching  North  Tyne, 
however,  two  interesting  facts  require  notice.  About  seventeen  and  a-lialf  miles  westward  of 
Newcastle,  a vein  of  galena  (sulphuret  of  lead)  traverses  the  strata  in  a direction  of  north-east  to 
south-west;  and  about  two  miles  further  westward,  a basaltic  dike,  sixteen  feet  in  width,  crosses 
tJie  line  of  the  Wall  in  a direction  of  N.  4t)°  E.,  to  8.  40°  W.  These  extraneous  minerals  fill 
fissures  which  have  been  caused  by  volcanic  forces  rending  and  displacing  tile  strata ; for  we  find 
that  the  lieds  on  the  northern  side,  both  of  the  vein  and  the  basalt,  have  been  lifted  up  twenty  feet 
aliove  those  on  the  other  side.  The  lmsaltic  dike  is  well  exposed,  in  a field  a little  northward  of 
Hrunton  Quarry,  where  its  character  and  relation  to  the  strata  can  be  examined. 

We  turn  aside  before  descending  the  steep  hunk  of  the  North  Tyne  to  visit  Hrunton,  when 
we  shall  see  a characteristic  mountain  limestone  sill,  pick  up  a few  good  fossils,  and  then  examine 
an  interesting  black  bind  of  ironstone.  This  limestone,  which  is  locally  called  the  “ Big  Lime- 
stone,” is  twenty-one  leet  in  thickness,  and  is  one  of  the  Lost  and  most  important  for  a lime  supply 
in  the  district.  Here  we  found  the  cephalopud,  nautiUu  globulus — the  brnchiopods,  protluctu* 
lttfi**iinus  and  punctata*,  and  rhgnchonrtla  phtt  ration — and  the  corals  Uthoxt ration  irregulars,  and 
eyatkohiu  eoxtata.  This  valuable  sill  is  traceable  for  a considerable  distance.  Southward*  it 
crosses  the  Tyne  to  Farnlmm  Fells  or  Fours  tones,  thence  to  Allerwusli,  and  afterwards  it  bends 
westward,  following  the  course  of  the  great  basalt  The  black  iron  band  is  less  than  half  a mile 
westward  of  the  quarrv,  and  is  entitled  to  an  examination,  both  from  it*  economic  value  and 
|MH*uliar  organic  contents.  It  is  black,  slaty,  and  carbonaceous,  and  resembles  die  celebrated 
iron  band  of  Glasgow,  which  is  valuable  on  account  of  the  excellent  metal  it  produces,  and  because 
the  carbon  it  contains  helps  the  fusion  of  the  rock.  A large  quantity  of  the  Hrunton  bund  had  lieen 

3 Harried  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  but  its  farther  extraction  had  been  suspended,  a*  it  was  supposed 
lat  the  smelting  of  the  ore,  in  the  place  where  it  is  found,  evolved  noxious  vapours  which  damaged 
the  vegetation  of  the  fertile  valley  of  the  North  Tvne.  The  new  railway,  however,  will  give 
facilities  for  conveying  the  ore  to  localities  where  its  reduction  to  iron  can  be  effected  without  much 
injury  to  vegetation.  The  intermingling  of  fresh  water  or  estuarine  with  marine  remains  gives 
great  intere-t  to  this  dtqtosit.  Here  we  have  scales  nnd  other  reliouiu*  of  fish  of  the  ganoid  order, 
allied  to  the  lepiilotfeut  o**ru*,  the  bony  pike  of  rivers  and  lakes ; the  small  bivalved  entomostracan 
JJegriehia  Tatei (Jones),  in  greut  numbers  ; anthrocosiie,  analogous  to  Unio,  a fresh  water  shell : and 
with  there  is  associated  lingula  ngunnti format,  which  belongs  to  a genus  of  hrachiopmls,  still  living 
in  modern  seas.  A similar  assemblage  of  organisms  has  been  discovered  in  the  coal  measures  at 
Rvhope,  by  Mr.  Kirkby;  and  such  a combination  indicates  that  the  deposit  was  made  trader 
estuarine  conditions,  when  the  water  was  brackish  and  fitted  to  support  animals,  whose  organisation 
enabled  them  to  live,  even  when  the  stute  of  the  water  was  to  a certain  extent  changed  from  that 
which  their  ordinary  habit  required. 

Tliis  i*  n favourable  point  in  our  survey,  before  entering  on  the  basaltic  region,  to  view  the 
physical  features  of  the  district  and  observe  the  succession  of  the  beds.  The  scenery  presented 
liv  the  mountain  limestone  here  differs  but  little  from  that  of  the  coal  measures  and  millstone  grit; 
the  vales  are,  however,  deeper,  nnd  the  hills  somewhat  higher.  We  pass  over  no  mountains,  und 
the  name  of  the  formation  is  here  uot  descriptive;  and  this  arises  from  the  coiiqHirutive  thinness 
of  the  limestone  beds,  none  much  exceeding  thirty  feet  in  thickness ; hut.  in  Derbyshire  nnd  York- 
shire the  formation  is  true  to  its  name,  for  limestones  there,  hundred*  of  feet  in  thickness,  rise  up 
like  mountains  and  expose  great  cliff*  to  the  storms,  and  give  marvellous  picturesqueness  to  the 
scenery. 

Section  3 on  the  Map,  shows  the  succession  of  the  strata  from  the  level  of  the  river  to  Fal- 
lowfield  Fell,  in  a S.E.  direction. 

There  beds  occupy  the  middle  portion  of  the  mountain  limestone  group,  there  being  five  or 
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six  other  beds  of  limestone  cropping  out  above  them  towards  the  S.E.  The  some  strata  are  con- 
tinued beyond  Chollerford,  in  the  west  honk  of  the  river,  till  we  reach  Limestone  Corner,  where 
the  great  basaltic  range,  called  the  Whin  .Sill,  crosses  the  line  of  the  Wall.  The  ditch  is  here 
cut  out  of  this  hard  and  tough  hasnltic  rock,  nnd  on  one  side  large  blocks  are  lving  which  have 
Keen  excavated  by  the  Romans.  So  durable  is  the  rock,  that  sixteen  centuries  have  effected  hut 
little  change;  ami  yet  in  some  parts,  the  iron  in  the  basalt  has  been  oxidised  and  a alight 
decomposition  has  resulted,  as  if  to  prove  that  even  the  miwt  durable  material  objects  must  yield 
to  the  corroding  influence  of  time.  We  soon  lose  the  basalt  as  it  curves  away  southward,  while 
the  Wall  follows  a straight  course;  and  we  pass  over  the  usual  mountain  limestone  rocks,  and 
at  Tepper  Moor  see  a limestone  sill  twelve  feet  in  thickness,  marie  up  of  several  thin  beds,  and 
containing  troohites  or  wheelstones — the  broken  stems  of  encrinite*.  A little  westward,  however, 
of  .Shield -ou-the-  Wall,  we  come  agnin  upon  the  great  basaltic  range,  ami  from  this  point  to  near 
Thirlwall,  the  Wall  runs  along  its  summit.  Though  deeply  impressing  tire  physiognomy  of  the 
district,  and  suggesting  many  speculations  nnd  inquiries,  this  basalt  is  hut  an  iutruder  into  the 
formation,  and,  therefore,  we  leave  it  for  a while,  that,  we  may  trace  the  course,  and  mark  the 
limits,  of  the  characteristic  strata. 

At  the  western  extremity  of  the  basalt  there  is  a sandstone  quarry,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tipnlf,  whence  the  Roman  builders  procured  stones  for  the  Wall  in  this  neighborhood.  From 
the  Tijwilt  to  the  Poltrosa  Burn,  the  Wall  ruus  acmes  a succession  of  low  swelling  hills,  formed 
of  gravel  and  rolled  blocks  ; but,  in  the  Foltross,  we  see  hard  sandstones  overlying  limestone  and 
calcareous  shale,  w hich  contain  the  follow  ing  characteristic  fossils : — Productu x gigantcus  nnd 
Martini,  rkynchoncUa  plvurtnlon , tpirifrr  linctitus , and  adculo-pectcn  varii-ornatug,  a species 
found  also  at  Bellingham. 

Gravel  and  boulder  deposit*  fill  the  space  between  this  burn  and  the  Jrthing;  the  hanks  of 
the  river  present  not  only  bold  scenery,  hut.  instructive  sections  of  the  rocks.  At  Gilslund,  it 
flow*  in  a deep  rocky  gorge,  with  high  precipitous  hanks,  in  which  are  seen  alternations  of 
agillaceous  shales,  and  thin  cherty  limestones,  blunging  to  the  lower  |mrtion  of  the  group.  'ITic 
sandstone*  and  shales  contaiii  many  fragment*  of  carboniferous  plants,  such  as  gtignwria  ficoidr*, 
sigiilaria,  Icpubnlcndron,  and  cahnnitr*.  Flaggy  arenaceous  beds  show  the  tracks  and  fossilised 
forms  of  worms,  which  crawled  and  burrowed  along  the  ancient  shores.  Lower  down  in  its 
course,  the  Irthing  winds  round  a tongue  of  land,  on  which  stands  liirdoswuld  or  Ambglanna, 
about  six  hundred  feet  above  the  sea  level.  The  upper  portion  of  the  banks  is  formed  of  drift; 
hut  as  it  flows  in  a gorge  from  this  point  till  it  escapes  into  more  level  land  near  Lunereost,  the 
bed  of  the  river,  and  the  lower  portion  of  the  banks,  present  good  sections  of  the  strata. 
Opposite  Jlirdosw  aid  a good  limestone,  thirteen  feet  in  thickness,  is  overlaid  by  slude,  ironstone, 
and  sandstone,  dipping  south  eastward  10°;  in  the  sandstones,  gfigmurin  nnd  gigillaria  occur; 
in  the  limestone,  a small  variety  of  productu*. t aigontcus ; and  in  the  ironstone  and  shales, 
rhynckoncHa  plrurodon  and  upirifer  trujvnuh*.  The  river  runs  over  some  of  the  limestone  bed*, 
and  show  s the  joints  by  which  these  beds  are  divided  into  large  cubical  blocks,  the  leading  joints 
being  from  E.  flu0  t>.,  to  W.  0(1°  N.,  with  smaller  joints  at  right  angles.  So  regular  are  the 
forms,  that  the  surface  of  the  limestone,  washed  over  by  the  river,  bus  the  appearance  of  an 
artificial  pavement. 

Doubtless,  every  archieologist  will  turn  aside  at  Wall  Rowers,  to  see  the  Roman  inscription 
on  Combe  crag;  let  him  look,  also,  at  the  inscriptions  nature  has  left  on  the  rocks  exposed  in 
this  beautiful  and  picturesque  gorge  of  the  Irthing.  The  cliff*  are  formed  of  sandstones,  slaty 
sandstones,  and  a lew'  arenaceous  shales,  of  which  there  are  one  hundred  feet  or  more  dipping 
away  S.Ji.E.  20°;  beneath  these  is  on  arenaceous  shale,  with  ironstone  nodules,  twelve  feet  thick, 
and  these  overlie  a limestone  eighteen  feet  in  thickness.  In  the  slaty  sandstones  there  are  trucks 
and  casts  of  annelids,  besides  others,  the  cra*u$ipodia  Embletnn'ui ; the  limestone  abounds  in 
product uh  gigantcug,  and  yields  large  masses  of  cyothophyUum  bugaltiforme,  standing  up  in  the 
rock,  in  the  position  it  occupied  when  a living  coral.  As  the  river  has  worn  away  the  softer 
matrix  surrounding  the  fossils,  the  natural  position  of  the  organisms  is  instructively  shown. 
Here  we  have,  also,  ckartefes  *cj>to*u/ »,  litho*trotiun  Portlocnii,  gyringopora  ramulota , and  u few* 
remains  of  fish.  'lliese  bed*  range  further  westward  for  more  than  a mile,  and  the  limestone 
crojw  out  in  the  hill  side,  near  to  the  Plough  Inn,  which  is  on  the  line  of  the  Wall.  Fine 
specimen*  of  iitkoftrotion  Moccoyii  may  readily  lie  obtained  out  of  a calcareous  slmle  above  the 
limestone.  These  beds  are  among  the  up]»er  strata  of  the  mountain  limestone  group;  the 
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organisms  are  similar  to  those  in  n lied,  well  defined  as  to  position,  at  Bead  n ell,  and  which  is 
traceable  from  the  sen  shore  at  Chiswick,  Northumberland,  as  far  ns  Rothley.  Taking  organisms 
as  a means  of  synchronising  deposits,  we  have,  therefore,  a particular  limestone  lied  extending 
through  the  district,  a distance  of  at  least  sixty  miles,  in  u direct  course. 

Another  limestone,  lower  in  the  series,  is  seen  in  Bankshurn  associated  with  a coal  seam 
two  feet  in  thickness,  hut  divided  by  an  intercalated  shale.  This  limestone  can  lte  better  examined 
in  the  same  lieck,  where  it  has  been  quarried,  not  far  from  Harehilt,  close  to  which  the  high  frug-, 
ment  of  the  Wall  remains,  and  where  it  is  thirty  feet  in  thickness ; hut  the  lower  beds  only  can  tie 
burnt  into  lime,  the  upper  being  slntv  and  impure.  It  is  foswiliferous,  and  we  find  product  us 
giganleiut  in  abundance,  t-uomphalu a tabulatux  and  lithoxtrotiou.  The  mountain  limestone  group 
extends  as  far  westward  as  Lanercost  Abbey,  for  we  find  strata  belonging  to  it  in  the  Irthing,  at 
the  Abbey  Bridge ; hut  the  great  I’enine  fault  here  cuts  off  the  group,  and,  westward  of  Laner- 
cost,  the  plains  of  Cumberland  are  filled  with  new  red  sandstone. 

We  must  retrace  our  steps  to  Chesterlwlm,  one  mile  southward  of  the  Wall,  which  most 
archeologists  will  lie  disposed  to  visit,  os  here  was  the  Roman  station  of  Vindolana.  After 
examining  the  camp  anil  other  traces  of  the  Romans  remaining  her**,  we  wander  for  a short 
distance  down  the  Cliineley  Burn,  ami  find  in  the  rocks  numerous  remains  of  mountain  limestone 
organisms.  From  Hanlon  Mill  to  Cliesterholm,  the  rocks  are  exposed  in  the  cliff's  and  steep  hanks 
of  a deep  valley;  the  higher  grounds  ore  formed  of  thick  sandstones,  which  extend  to  liorcuni, 
where  stones  were  quarried  by  tfip  Romans  to  build  the  Wall.  A coal  seam  is  interstratified  with 
them,  and  below  them  is  a limestone.  Other  shales  and  sandstones  in  descending  order  succeed, 
and,  close  to  Cliesterholm,  we  have  fossil iferous  calcareous  shales  and  limestone,  the  former  lieing 
twelve  feet  and  the  latter  thirty  feet  in  thickness,  and  dipping  south -east ward  15®.  In  the  lime- 
stone we  find  the  common  form,  product  ux  gigantrux,  Uthoxt  ration  tor  mb,  and  ct/atkop/iglluni 
fungite x.  Hut  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  the  calcareous  shale  yields  the  greatest  variety  of 
organisms.  Hie  following  we  procured  >— Product**  Uni,  xpirifer  trrgonalu , Unralu x,  and 
glubcr,  rhynchoHclla  plcurodon,  orthix  rexupinaia,  c ho  net  ex  Ilardrenxis,  lingula  tquamif'ormix, 
m omphalus  cnrbonariu x,  orthocera x undulatum.  The  fossils  synchronise  tlies©  calcareous  beds 
with  others  of  the  same  character  at  Howick,  Beadnell,  and  Lintlisfurne. 

We  must  not  leave  unvisited  the  interesting  flagstone  quarry  on  the  Haltwhistle  Hum, 
which  is  less  than  a mile  southward  of  the  Wall.  Five  different  limestone  sills,  and  a coal  seam 
two  and  a-half  feet  thick,  with  interstratified  sandstone  and  shale  beds,  lie  below  this  flagstone, 
which  is  fifty  feet  in  thickness.  It  is  u hard,  fine-grained  sandstone,  made  up  of  numerous  thin 
layers,  which  split  readily  into  flagstones  of  an  excellent  quality.  .Now.  on  the  surface  of  several 
of  these  layers,  there  an*  numerous  tracks  ami  casts  of  worms.  Two  different  forms  have  been 
particularly  discriminated,  craxxipodia  Embletonia  and  Eionc  annvlata ; the  former  is  jointed 
and  has  fine  seta'  on  each  side  of  the  body,  and  the  latter  has  articulations  on  the  upper  surface; 
and  both  are  contorted,  and  meander,  as  it  were,  over  the  rock  in  irregular  loops.  They  are  found, 
also,  at  Howick,  Bendticll,  Scretnerston,  and  other  places  iu  Northumberland.  Plants,  such  as 
sigillarin  and  lepidodendron  Stern  bergii  occur  in  this  remarkable  deposit  ; and,  in  the  lowermost 
bed,  product  ux  Unningii , a marine  shell.  Here  we  have  evidence  of  a shallow  ><*n  or  estuary,  in 
which  but  a few  marine  animals  lived,  and  into  which  the  wreck  of  the  land  vegetation  was 
drifted,  while  worms  crawled  over  or  burrowed  into  the  dandy  shore  and  sea  bottom. 


BASALTIC  WHIN  SILL. 

We  must  now  turn  to  the  wild  craggy  district,  where  the  Wall  runs  along  the  basalt,  and 
notice  the  character  of  the  basaltic  whin  sill,  it.*?  range,  and  its  relation  to  the  strata  among  which 
it  has  been  intruded.  No  geological  phenomenon  in  Northumberland  has  attracted  more  of  the 
attention  of  scientific  men.  Sedgwick,  Philips,  Hutton,  (Jibson,  and  others,  have  described  it, 
and  indulged  in  different  hypotheses  os  to  its  age  and  origin.  Anyone,  with  even  a limited  know- 
ledge of  rocks,  must  perceive  that  the  great  rude  pillared  masses  of  basalt,  forming  the  cliffs  from 
near  Shield-on-the-\Y  all  to  Thirlw'all,  are  different  in  external  features  and  mineral  character  from 
the  other  rocks  along  the  line  of  flic  Wall.  A fresh  fracture  of  the  basalt  presents  n dark  grey 
colour  and  crystalline  structure.  It  is  both  tough  and  hard,  and  hence  its  excellence  for  making 
roads;  and,  where  the  mass  is  thick,  it  is  made  up  of  irregularly  formed  angular  pillars.  8ucn 
characters,  along  with  the  effects  produced  on  rocks  in  contact  with  it,  in  hardening  them  and 
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rendering  tliein  crystalline,  converting  soft  shales  into  hard  cherts  and  jaspers,  and  common  lime- 
stones into  marbles,  prove  this  basalt  to  lie  on  igneous  rock,  which  at  a former  jieriod  has  beeu 
like  lava  in  a molten  state,  hut  which  in  cooling  down  lias  assumed  a crystalline  structure,  and  a 
jointed  and  pillared  external  form. 

The  louir  ami  tortuous  rmi}re  of  this  basalt  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  its  history.  Southward, 
it  is  first  seen  in  the  Lune,  not  fur  from  Rrough,  in  Westmoreland.  It  winds  its  way  in  the  up|»cr 
parts  of  Trcsiiale  and  Weanhile,  and  sweeps  round  the  western  escarpment  of  the  iVnine  chain, 
by  Cross  Tell  and  the  fell  lands  of  Tyneilule,  and  joins  the  Homan  Wall  at  Thirlwall,  whence  it 
liends  eastward  to  near  Sbield-nn-tlie-Wnll,  where  it  curves  nwav  from  the  wall  southward,  hut 
crosses  it  again  at  Limestone  Corner.  Mere  it  finally  leaves  the 'Wall,  and  procmlg  in  a north- 
east. direction  across  the  valley  of  the  North  Tvne  to  Gunnerton,  where  it  forms  a lofty  cliff. 
Near  to  Little  Swinhtirn  it  divides,  as  it  were,  into  two  streams,  one  flowing  on  to  Throekington 
and  West  Wlielpington,  and  the  other  to  Hnvingtnn  and  the  I -If  Hills;  lmt  from  Harrington 
there  is  lmt  one  ridge,  wliich  extends  to  Ward's  Hill  and  Mngglesburn,  in  tlie  valley  of  the 
Coquet,  where  it  is  lost,  proliohlv,  by  denudation;  but  it  reappears  in  the  high  ground  Iwtween 
the  valleys  of  the  Coquet  and  Alu,  at  Sliieldykes,  Hujrley,  and  Swansfield,  near  to  Alnwick.  It 
is  next  wen  near  to  the  Ain  at  Lough  House,  and  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ain  nt  Rntcheugh  it 
forms  a Wild  cliff,  and  prewnts  one  of  the  most  instructive  sections;  for  here  two  pseudo-strata  or 
dikes  are  seen  intruded  among-  limestones.  From  this  it  winds  away  to  Longhoughton  and 
llowick.  where  it  enters  the  sea,  and  runs  along-  the  coast  to  Uunstanlmrgh,  forming'  another 
Wild  cliff,  on  which  stand  the  ruins  of  n noble  raediieval  castle;  it  then  bends  inland,  keeping  near 
the  coast  till  it  ] Misses  KniWeton,  and  tlience  along-  the  const  to  Hcadnell  Hay.  The  range  is  pro- 
longed seaward,  and  reappears  in  the  rockv  islets  of  the  Fame,  and,  Iwnding  tlience  to  ]luinhurLrh, 
forms  another  towering  cliff  erpsted  with  a medieval  castle.  From  this  jioint  it  takes  a north- 
westerly direction,  ami  u succession  of  rocky  eminences,  in  a broad  belt,  leads  us  past  .Spindle*Ton, 
He] ford,  and  Detehniit,  to  its  termination  in  a fine  mural  cliff  at  Kvloe.  Throughout  this  long 
range  the  rock  is  essentially  the  same,  being  composed  of  felspar  and  angite;  the  iron  entering 
into  its  composition  is  usually  in  the  state  of  protoxide,  ami  hence  it  is  magnetic,  and,  indeed 
occasionally,  as  at  the  Fame,  it  possesses  polarity.  At  Hudlo  it  is  anivgilaloidnl,  and  at  Rat- 
chough  some  portions  are  porphyritic,  having  large  felspar  crystals  emWdded  in  it.  In  thickness 
the  basalt  is  very  variable,  being  only  a few  feet  in  some  places,  and  as  many  us  two  hundred  feet 
in  others.  It  appears  at  all  elevations,  from  the  sen  level  to  one  thousand  feet  above  it,  as  at 
Whin-Shields,  flic  basaltic  range  along  the  line  of  the  Homan  Wall  may  lie  described  as  a 
succession  of  rugged  precipices,  with  great  gaps  or  “ nicks,”  as  they  are  locally  called,  at  intervals 
in  the  ridge,  with  cliff  faces  to  the  north  or  north-west,  and  with  a rapid  dip  or  sIojh*  to  the  south 
or  south-east. 

The  pillared  structure  of  the  rock  is  one  of  its  most  striking  features.  The  columns  are 
rude  prisms,  irregularly  jointed;  and  yet  some  of  them  approach  the  symmetrical  forms  of  the 
hexagonal  pillars  of  Fin  gal's  ( 'ave.  They  are  grand  and  impressive  objects,  massive,  though  rude; 
and  towering  majestically  to  a great  height,  one  might  imagine  they  had  been  oiled  up  bv  the 
fabled  giants  who  charmed  nur  youthful  fancy.  This  wonderful  mineral  ridge  overlooks  wild  and 
dreary  moorlands  which  roll  awav  northward  in  long  hills  of  tame  outline;  but  these  rocks 
when  viewed  from  their  base  on  a bright  sunny  day,  present  a combination  of  rude  grandeur  and 
picturesque;  beauty.  'Die  masses  of  grey  columns  are  much  varied  in  form  and  gronpiug;  some 
tower  high  upwards — others  are  broken  and  fragmentary — some  are  overhanging  and  seem  ready 
to  fall — others  are  isolated  and  stand  out  from  the  mass;  ami  others  again  resemble  ruitied  towers 
and  tottering  walls.  Lichens,  for  the  most  part  grey,  but  sometimes  green ish-veilow,  spread  over 
the  rocks  and  give  variety  to  the  surface  colouring;  many  rare  and  lovely  plants  find  favourite 
habitats  in  crevices  of  the  cliff  ami  in  drbri*  at  its  base,  so  that  the  face  of  the  crags  is  adorned 
with  small  trees  and  shrill  is  and  multitudes  of  herbaceous  plants.  Mori*  especially  were  we 
charmed  with  the  effect  of  large  tufts  of  the  parsley  tern,  which  with  their  vivid  green  and 
elegant  fronds  lighted  up,  as  it  were,  the  dark  masses  with  a peculiar  life  and  lieautv. 

We  must  now  look  at  the  relation  of  this  basalt  to  tuo  stratified  rocks,  fgneous  rocks 
generally  occur  as  perpendicular  or  highly  inclined  dikes ; or  as  cones  with  the  strata  through 
which  they  have  pierced  mantling  around  them;  but  this  basalt  overlies  or  is  intercalated  with  the 
mountain  limestone  lieds,  and  for  some  distance  has  the  same  inclination  ns  the  beds  among  which 
it  is  intruded,  and  hence  it  has  beeu  called  the  “Whin  Sill,”  the  term  sill  meaning  a lied  or 
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stratum,  nnd  whin  being  applied  to  hard  rocks.  It  is,  however,  not  a true  stratum;  for  it  is  of 
irregular  thickness,  and  the  parallelism  of  its  upper  and  under  surface  is  preserved  only  for  very 
short  distances ; and  though,  us  we  have  noticed,  its  extension  in  the  line  of  direction  is  great, 
yet  its  extension  in  the  line  of  dip  is,  so  far  os  lias  been  observed,  inconsiderable.  The  debt  it  at 
tiie  base  of  the  cliffs  and  the  covering  of  soil  above  obscure  the  junction  of  the  basalt  with  the 
stratified  beds,  yet  in  a few  places  this  can  he  observed.  At  one  of  the  “ nicks,"  a little  west- 
ward of  Cockni’ount,  a limestone  at  least  twelve  feet  in  thickness  underlies  the  basalt;  the  upper 
layers  are  metamorphosed,  being buff^  crystalline  and  magnesian ; the  lower,  however,  are  blue  and 
little  altered.  A shale  is  generally  interposed  lietween  this  limestone  and  the  basalt;  anil  the 
rocks  are  seen  thus  related  near  to  \Vall  'I own,  at  Hot  Hunk  and  Rapishaw  Clap:  the  shale  being 
always  highly  metamorphosed,  hnrd  and  cherty  at  the  point  of  contact.  At  (Jllalee  a good  blue 
limestone,  aliout  ten  feet  in  thickness,  lies  niotr  the  basalt,  and  this  stratum  extends  eastward 
along  the  slope  of  the  hill,  and  is  seen  near  to  Hoiisestouds  and  Sewingshields;  hut  at  this  last 
place  a metamorphosed  shale  comes  between  the  basalt  and  the  limestone.  At  Bradley,  however, 
die  basalt  is  overlaid  by  u sandstone.  These  facts,  apparently  trivial,  have  a direct  bearing  on 
the  question  affecting  the  origin  of  the  Whin  Sill. 

The  mechanical  effects  of  the  basaltic  eruption  nro  less  marked  along  the  line  of  the  Wall ; 
hut  at  the  Fame  Islands  there  are  ninety  feet  ot  displaced  limestones,  sandstones,  ami  shales,  which 
have  been  torn  from  their  original  position  arid  metamorphosed  and  crushed  by  this  liasalfie 
eruption;  and  at  Dtuutanburgh,  Howick,  and  Hamburgh  other  beds  have  been  dislocated  by  it. 
One  very  singular  case,  however,  occurs  lietween  Hot  Hunk  and  Rapishaw  (»ap,  where  a limestone, 
eighteen  feet  in  thickness,  is  seen  in  the  cliff  enveloped  in  the  basalt,  and  dipping  as  a stratum 
E.S.E.  at  the  high  angle  of  44)°.  There  are  several  layers  of  this  limestone,  hut  all  of  them  are 
mefsimorphosed — in  some  parts  being  hard,  crystalline  nnd  huff  in  colour,  and  iu  others  dark  grey 
and  crumbling,  nnd  feeling  gritty  like  a sandstone.  This  bed  has  been  torn  from  its  place  by  the 
outburst  of  the  basalt,  and  enclosed  within  it,  when  the  igneous  rock  was  in  a plastic  and  molten 
state. 

At  Wall  Town  Crags  there  is  a good  section  of  the  rocks.  The  great  basaltic  cliff  is  over- 
laid by  a limestone,  and  nenenth  the  (wisalt  there  are  a metamorphosed  shale,  then  a limestone, 
a soft  shale  bed  forms  a swampy  hollow,  and  beneath  this  comes  out  another  limestone,  about 
twelve  feet  in  thickness,  and  this  is  succeeded  by  a thick  sandstone,  which  swells  into  a hill  to 
the  northward. 

Taking  our  stand  on  the  cliffs  at  Housesteads  or  Borcovicus,  we  have  a more  favourable 
point  for  observation;  nnd  looking  across  the  country  in  the  line  of  the  rise  and  dip  of  the  strata, 
we  see  on  both  sides  of  the  basaltic  outcrop,  a succession  of  rolling  hills  with  intervening  hollows, 
marking  not  only  the  lines  of  outcrop  ot  the  various  strata,  but  also  the  character  of  the  ro*-ks 
below  the  surface ; for  the  harder  sandstones  and  limestones  form  the  hills  anil  rising  grounds, 
while  the  valleys  have  been  scooped  out  of  the  softer  shales  by  floods  and  currents.  The  diagramic 
Section  2,  in  the  line  of  dip  from  near  West  Stone  Fell  to  Borcutn  Hill,  a distance  of  three 
miles,  shows  the  succession  of  these  lieds.  Thick  sandstones  predominate  both  above  and  below 
the  basalt;  three  different,  sills  of  limestone  come  out  from  l»eneath  it;  ami  then*  is  a coal  seatn 
among  the  beds  ranging  from  Scotch  CoiUthord,  where  it  is  now  worked.  Above  the  basalt  there 
are  also  three  limestone  sills,  ami  a coal  seam  three  feet  in  thickness.  All  these  lieds  belong  to 
the  mountain  limestone  group,  and  remains  of  encrinites  are  found  iu  the  limestones. 

Now  comes  the  question,  what  is  the  ago  of  this  basalt  f Was  it  erupted  during  the 
mountain  limestone  era,  and  poured  over  the  rocks  below  it  t/efurr  the  other  rocks  above  it.  were 
deposited  ? or  was  it  ejected  aubtt  yumth/  to  the  deposition  of  the  whole  group,  nnd  forced  among 
them  us  a dike,  lietween  the  surfaces  of  stratification  ! The  former  view  is  countenanced  by  the 
stratum -form  of  the  rock,  us  seen  in  snmp  places  intercalated  umong  the  lieds,  and  dipping  with 
them ; hut  still  it  is  onlv  a psuedo-stratum,  one  in  appearance  and  not  in  reality,  for  the  two 
surfaces  preserve  parallelism  for  only  short  distances,  ami  it  varies  greatly  in  thickness,  swelling 
out  from  a few  feet  to  upwards  of  two  hundred.  Indeed,  the  rock,  as  intruded  among  the  strata, 
appears  to  be  wedge-shaped,  for  at  Ratcheugh,  one  of  the  basaltic  masses,  in  the  course  of  a few 
hundred  yards,  dwindles  down  from  ninety  teet  to  thirty  inches  in  thickness,  while  a second  mass 
overlaps  the  other,  and  is  separated  from  it  hv  twenty-two  feet  of  intervening  limestone  and  shale. 
It  has  been  supposed  to  occupy  pretty  nearly  the  same  relative  position  among  the  strata  throughout 
its  course ; hut  this  is  true  only  us  respects  great  groups  of  rocks ; it  traverses  no  strata,  save 
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those  of  tin*  mountain  limestone;  and  in  Yorkshire,  the  basset  edges  of  the  basalt  are  among'  the 
upper  lied*  of  the  lower  or  scar  limestone,  but  its  jwsition  in  the  mountain  limestone  group  of 
Northumberland  alters  very  much  in  its  course.  Let  us  take,  as  a test,  its  relation  to  a limestone 
with  well  defined  organisms,  and  which  can  la*  traced  a distance  of  more  than  thirty  miles.  Now, 
at  C raster,  this  limestone  is  a little  but  at  Dunstan,  one  mile  northward,  it  is  a little  below 

the  basalt.  At  Hurley  and  Shieldykes.  the  basalt  nmiears  nearly  two  miles  westward  of  the 
outcrop  of  this  limestone;  but  at  Ward’s  Hill,  south  of  the  Coquet,  it  rests  upon  it.  From  these 
facts  it  follows  that  the  basalt  cuts  throuirh  the  stratified  beds  among:  which  it  is  intruded,  ami 
was  erupted  subsequently  to  their  formation  ; and  this  conclusion  is  strengthened  by  the  mechanical 
displacements  of  the  strata,  produced  bv  the  eruption,  and  by  the  metamorphic  effects  on  the  beds 
nboer,  ns  well  ns  on  those  lielow  the  basalt. 

Where,  it  may  be  asked,  are  the  vomitories  of  this  igneous  rock  ? Along  the  whole  range 
no  crateriform  hollows  or  wines  appear;  but  many  perpendicular  dikes  of  basalt  cut  through  the 
l»eds  in  a direction  transverse  to  that  of  the  whin  sill,  and  these,  though  never  seen  in  actual 
junction  witli  it,  are,  as  Philips  remarks,  “ geographically  related  to  it,”  These  dikes  are  too 
small  to  have  been  the  vomitories  of  the  wliiu  sill;  and  supjMising  they  are  of  the  same  age,  they 
do  not  help  us  much  to  determine  the  period  of  the  eruption.  The  greenstone  dike  at  Tynemouth 
cuts  through  the  reel  and  yellow  sand,  members  of  the  coal  measures,  but  is  not  seen  to  pass 
through  the  magnesian  limestone.  The  whin  sill,  however,  as  Professor  Philips  has  shown,  is 
anterior  to  the  east  and  west  veins  of  Tynedale,  for  it  is  divided  by  these  veins  of  fissure,  and  us 
these  fissures  have  reeui ted  from  the  Penine  fault,  the  whin  sill  is  older  than  the  trinssic  or  new 
ml  sandstone  beds.  Subsequently,  then,  to  the  carboniferous,  and  prior  to  the  triassic  era,  this 
district  was  convulsed  and  rent  by  volcanic  action,  most  probably  while  beneath  the  sea,  and  at 
remitting  intervals,  molten  lava  was  poured  out  of  fissures  generally  running  from  N.N.E.  to 
8.8.  W.,  partly  over  the  lied  of  the  sen,  and  partly  thrust  in  among  the  stratified  nicks,  which  it 
metamorphosed,  and  cooling  slowly,  under  the  influence  of  considerable  pressure,  this  lava  assumed 
the  stony  crystalline  character  of  basalt.  Mr.  Hopkins  has  shown  how  minor  fissures  are  formed 
transverse  to  the  chief  line  of  fracture;  and  it  is,  therefore,  highly  probable  that  the  transverse 
basaltic  dikes  are  due  to  the  same  causes  which  produced  the  whin  sill. 

THE  PERMIAN  FORMATION. 

We  must  wander  now  far  eastward  to  the  sea-shore,  to  look  at  the  Permian  Ms,  which  end 
the  Palieosoic  system.  Two  small  patches  only  are  left — one  capping  the  coal  measures  in  the 
cliff  on  which  Tynemouth  Priory  stands — the  oilier  is  preserved  at  Culler  coats,  by  the  downcast 
of  the  strata  connected  with  the  great  ninety-fathom  dike.  So  little  is  seen  of  this  formation, 
that  we  shall  be  very  brief  in  our  exposition,  especially  as  able  descriptions  of  its  physical 
characters  have  been  given  by  Sedgwick,  and  of  its  organisms  by  Professor  King,  Mr.  Howse, 
and  Mr.  Kirkby. 

The  section,  however,  along  the  sen-shore,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne  to  Cullercoats,  is  full 
of  interest  and  instruction,  mid  ought  to  lie  examined  bv  every  student  of  geology;  for  there  we 
not  onlv  have  a series  of  beds  characteristic  of  the  coal  measures,  but  we  can  observe  their  relation 
to  another  newer  formation  ; and  wo  have,  besides,  examples  of  an  intruded  igneous  rock,  and  of 
a mighty  fracturo  of  the  strata,  which  has  displaced  them  vertically  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred 
and  forty  feet. 

Let  us  look  at  the  section  in  the  cliff  below  Tynemouth  Priory.  Reginning  at  the  top,  we 
have,  in  succession — First..  A buff  magnesian  limestone  conglomerate,  in  which  are  pebbles  and 
fragments  of  compact  magnesian  limestone,  of  various  sizes ; tliisis  about  twenty  feet  in  thickness. 
Second.  Slaty  magnesian  limestone,  about  eight  feet.  Third.  “ Yellow  sand  ” — usually  incoherent 
and  yellow,  but  sometimes  grey,  and  of  variable  thickness,  from  ten  to  twenty  feet.  Fourth.  Red 
sandstone,  sometimes  variegated,  the  reck  being  grey,  and  covered  with  red  blotches ; some  of 
the  beds  are  slaty,  and  ripple  marked  ; of  this  there  are  about  twenty  feet.  And  lielow  the  whole 
the  regular  coal  measures  dip  to  the  southward.  These  four  beds  have  an  extensive  range  through 
Durham,  Yorkshire,  and  Nottinghamshire. 

The  magnesian  limestones  are  unquestionably  Permian,  and  the  "yellow  sand”  and  red 
sandstone  have  usually  lieen  classed  in  tne  same  formation ; for  it  has  been  inferred  that  the  red 
sandstone  and  the  coal  measures  are  unconfunnable,  because  the  same  eoul  seem  is  found  ut 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


TRIASvSIC  FORMATION. 


451 


different  depths  below  the  red  sandstone,  along  the  line  of  outcrop.  Mr.  Wm.  Hutton  considered 
that  the  total  absence  of  vegetable  organic  remains  distinguished  the  red  sandstone  from  a coal 
grit.  There  is,  however,  no  uiiconfortuabilitv  between  this  bed  and  the  coal  measures  at  Tyne- 
mouth ; indeed,  from  the  very  variable  thickness  of  the  “yellow  sand"  within  short  distances,  it 
would  1m*  more  readily  inferred  that  this  was  unconfbrmable  with  the  overlying  magnesian 
limestone ; and  yet  this  conclusion  would  b©  very  doubtful,  for  the  variation  of  thickness  may 
have  been  occasioned  by  denuding  agents;  and  in  like  manner  it  is  possible  that  currents  in  the 
ancient  carboniferous  waters  mav  have  denuded,  in  particular  localities,  portions  of  the  strata. 

The  argument,  from  the  absence  of  organic  remains,  has  now  no  force.  Professor  King,  in 
his  “ Monograph/1  records,  as  found  in  a quarry  in  the  red  sandstone,  between  South  Shields  and 
Wes  toe,  Ogracanthu*  formosu*,  a fish  spine  common  in  carboniferous  beds,  and  undetermined 
species  of  lcnidodendron,  calarnites  anti  sigillariu,  genera  abundant  in  the  same  bed*.  Fuller 
information,  however,  was  obtained  in  1854 1,  when  the  red  sandstone  was  quarried  for  stones  to 
erect  a pier,  for  then.  Mr.  Armstrong,  of  Tynemouth,  found  a number  of  fossil  plants  in  this  ImnI, 
all  of  which  have  the  general  facies  of  coal  measure  plants,  and  such  species  as  have  been 
determined,  are  the  same  as  those  in  the  coni  measures.  Mr.  Richard  Howse,  in  his  “ Notes  on 
the  Permian  System"  (185?),  notices  tli©  following  species : — Finite*  Brandlingi,  trigonocarpum 
N iiggeratliii,  sigilluria  reniformis,  calarnites  approximate.  Most  of  these  species,  us  well  ns  a few 
others,  we  also  have  examined.  From  so  many  distinct  coal  measure  plants  being  present  in  this 
lied,  Mr.  Howse,  with  good  reason,  proposes  to  include  the  red  sandstone  and  yellow  sand  in  the 
carboniferous  formation ; and  this  accords  with  the  view  originally  taken  by  Dr.  Wm.  Smith,  the 
father  of  English  geology.  The  magnesian  limestone  at  Tynemouth  is  fossiliferous — producfti* 
horrid i r*,  and  a few  other  forms  may  be  extracted,  but  specimens  are  not  numerous ; yet  here. 
Professor  King,  after  repeated  visits,  found  twenty  species,  chiefly  of  molluscs,  with  a few  corals, 
and  one  crinoid. 

Before  leaving  Tynemouth,  a glance  may  1m*  given  at  the  Greenstone  Dike,  which  cuts 
jierpendiculurly  through  the  red  sandstone  and  yellow  sand  ; it  is  twelve  feet  in  width,  but  con- 
tracts a little  at  the  top,  and  runs  in  a direction  of  E.  40°  S.  to  W,  40°  N\,  which  is  somewhat 
different  from  the  direction  of  the  basaltic  dikes  in  Northumberland,  for  they  run  pretty  nearly 
from  east  to  west. 

Little  more  than  one  mile  and  a-hulf  northward  the  ninety-fathom  dike  has  preserved  on  the 
sefk  shore,  and  at  Whitley  two  other  patches  of  magnesian  limestone ; they  occur  on  the  north 
side  of  the  fault.  The  fracture  is  not  perpendicular,  hut  slopes  or  hades  to  the  north  35°.  At  the 
liottom  of  the  limestone  at  Whitley,  there  is  a marl  slate  in  which  has  been  found  a number  of 
guuoid  fish. 

The  organisms  of  the  magnesian  limestone  are  similar,  ns  a whole,  to  those  of  the  mountain 
limestone;  indeed,  some  six  species  of  brachiopods  are  found  in  both.  It  is  a marine,  and  for  the 
most  ]Mirt  a deep  sea  deposit.  Striking  off  from  the  Permian  formation  of  the  north  of  England, 
both  the  red  sandstone  and  Yellow  sand,  it  become#  reduced  to  insignificance ; there  w ill  remain 
but  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  vertical  thickness ; and  taking  in  connection  with  this  the 
analogy'  of  its  organisms  to  those  of  the  mountain  limestone,  it  ought  not  to  rank  as  a distinct 
system,  but  to  be  classed  as  the  uppermost  or  fifth  group  of  the  carboniferous  formation. 

TRL\SSIC  FORMATION*. 

We  must  away  now  from  the  eastern  shore  to  the  borders  of  Cumberland.  The  mountain 
limestone  ends  near  Lanercost,  and  the  ground  from  thence  sinks  to  the  westward,  nnd  stretches 
before  us  a plain  with  low  undulating  hills.  Rocks  are  rarely  seen  in  tifii,  for  they  an*  covered 
up  bv  clay  and  gravel,  of  which  the  tow  hills  ore  formed,  and  which  were  left  by  one  of  the  last 
movements  widen  moulded  the  surface  of  the  earth. 

The  substrata  of  this  plain  consist  of  sandstones,  conglomerates,  and  marls,  which  belong 
to  a newer  system.  We  here  step  from  the  puheozoic  into  the  mesoxoic  or  Secondary  era,  and  enter 
upon  the  triame  formation,  which  commences  that  era.  In  the  direct  line  of  the  Wall,  we 
however  meet  with  but  few  sections  of  the  rocks ; they  are  exposed  on  the  Cam  beck,  near  new 
Irthington,  at  Stanvrix,  and  below  Carlisle,  on  the  Eden ; but,  between  the  Eden  and  the  Cambeck, 
all  are  concealed  by  gravel  and  sand  deposits.  There  is  not  much  to  interest  in  any  of  the 
sections,  but  as  every  archaeologist  will  visit  and  linger  over  the  “ written  rock/’  on  the  river 
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Gelt,  near  to  Brampton,  where  the  Roman  (piarrymen  left  a record  of  their  labours,  he  will  also 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  triune  sandstone.  The  river  runs  here  in  a deep  gorge, 
which  has  tx*en  hollowed  out  of  the  soft  sandstone  by  the  force  of  the  water;  the  banks  are  formed 
of  bright,  red  rocks,  which  in  some  parts  are  broken  into  ledges,  while  others  are  steep  and 
precipitous,  but  being  clothed  with  trees  ami  shruhs  they  present  pleasing  and  varied  pictures. 
The  sandstone  is  usually  of  a brick-red  colour  and  rather  soft  ; sometimes  it  is  blotched,  and 
occasionally  of  u greenish  hue.  As  a budding  stone  it  is  not  so  durable  as  the  grits  of  the  carboni- 
ferous formation,  vet  it  was  used  to  build  the  Roman  Wall,  and,  ns  building  stone  is  rare  in  the 
plains  of  Cumberland,  the  Wall  has  there  been  a quasi-quarry  whence  stones  have  been  taken  to 
erect  houses,  staldes,  and  even  dikes. 

No  fossils,  so  far  as  we  know,  have  been  found  in  the  triassic  beds  of  Cumberland ; but  in 
the  sandstones  of  this  formation  in  Warwickshire,  there  occur  the  footprints  and  some  of  the  bone* 
of  the  labvrinthodont — a strange  extinct  reptile,  which  resembled  a gigantic  toad.  The  formation 
in  Cheshire  is  of  great  economical  value,  for  rock  salt  is  disseminated  through  some  of  the  beds 
there  in  flattened  irregular  masses,  some  of  them  ns  much  as  ninety  feet  in  thickness.  The  relation 
of  the  plains  of  Cumlierland  to  the  mountainous  regions  on  the  west  is  the  most  important  phe- 
nomenon which  appears  in  this  part  of  our  survey,  ami  we  at  once  ask  what  has  produced  so  great 
a change  ? On  the  east  side  of  the  plain  there  is  an  immense  disruption  of  the  strata  along  u line 
ranging  from  near  the  Wall  and  Brampton  to  Kirby  Lonsdale,  a distance  of  fifty-five  miles,  and 
having  an  average  direction  of  north  to  south.  The  carboniferous  beds  are  lifted  up  on  the  east 
side  of  this  line,  and  form  a range  of  mountains  and  hill  fells  whose  culminating  point  is  Cross 
Fell,  where  the  relative  displacement  is  three  thousand  feet  above  the  lieds  on  the  west  side.  Now, 
this  disruption  took  place  after  the  Permian  and  before  the  triassic  era ; and  we  hence  find  the 
almost  level  boils  of  the  Cumberland  new  red  sandstone  overlying  the  depressed  mountain  lime- 
stone beds,  at  the  base  of  the  elevated  strata,  am!  they  thence  spread  over  the  plains  of  Cumberland. 

LIAS  FORMATION. 

Until  lately  our  survey  of  the  rocky  strata  would  have  ended  with  the  trios;  but  Mr.  Kiehd. 
B.  Brookbank,  in  making  search  for  coal  in  the  neighhournood  of  Aikton  and  Ongbterby, 
discovered,  in  18o0.  shales  in  Thornbv  Brook,  south-west  of  Aikton,  belonging1  to  the  lin*  font m* 
(ion.  Until  that  time,  no  beds  later  than  the  trias  were  known  to  exist  in  the  west  of  England, 
farther  north  than  Audlem,  in  Cheshire.  Mr.  Binney,  along  with  Mr.  Brookbank,  subsequently 
made  farther  investigations,  and  found  evidence  showing  that  the  lias  extended  under  the  rising 
ground  between  Crofton  and  Orton  on  the  south,  and  the  Solway  on  the  north.  The  Wall, 
therefore,  passes  over  rocks  of  the  liassic  era  for  some  distance  westward  of  Carlisle;  but  these 
rocks  an*  tlipre  concealed  by  the  thick  deposit  of  drift.  Onlv  a few  feet  of  lias  shales  and  argilla- 
ceous limestones  are  seen  at  Thornbrook  and  Quarry  Gill,  but  they  contain  fossils  determinate  of 
their  age.  Besides  ammonites  communis,  ostrea  uud  other  bivalve  shells,  gryphtra  ineurca  occurs 
in  abundance. 

SUPERFICIAL  DEPOSITS. 

No  hard  stratified  rocks  more  recent  than  the  lias  appear;  but  over  the  whole  district, 
excepting  mi  the  summits  of  the  higher  hills,  there  are  accumulations  of  clay,  gravel,  and  sand  in 
layers  of  irregular  thickness  and  extent.  Though  these  boulder,  drift  and  superficial  deposits 
have  no  certain  or  uniform  .sequence,  we  may  recognise  generally  two  divisions.  The  lorcrr  is 
usually  a tough  red  or  blue  clay,  sometimes  exceeding  fifty  feet  in  thickness;  but  either  un- 
stratihed  or  with  an  irregulnr  or  imperfect  kind  of  stratification.  Through  this  are  distributed 
fragments  of  rock,  both  small  and  large,  many  of  them  weighing  several  tons;  and  some,  which 
an*  hut  little  rounded,  are  polished  and  striated.  Generally  these  block*  have  been  derived  from 
rocks  in  *il&  in  the  district,  but  u few,  such  as  granite,  nave  travelled  a considerable  distance. 
Sections  of  this  boulder  clay  may  be  seen  in  the  valleys  near  Newcastle,  and  on  the  sea  coast  near 
Tynemouth  ; lmth  Newcastle  and  Shields  are  built  upon  it.  The  nicks,  on  which  this  clay  rests, 
have  been  found  polished  like  marble,  striated,  and  grooved;  this  is  the  case  at  Be Isav,  Iluwkhill 
near  Katcheugh.  Lhinstnn  burgh,  the  Fame  Islands.  Abb’s  Head,  and  other  places  in  Northnnilier- 
Innd  and  the  borders;  and  the  striations  and  other  dressings  evidence  the  movement  of  a powerful 
abrading  agent  tu  u southerly  direction.  So  far  as  is  at  present  known,  moving  ice  is  the  only 
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natural  agent  which  produces  such  effects;  and  therefore  it  may  be  inferred  that  during1  the 
boulder  day  period  the  .North  of  England  had  an  Arctic  climate,  and  that  the  glaciation  of  these 
rocks,  and  the  accumulation  of  cloy,  hud  l>een  produced  either  by  glaciers  protruding  from 
mountains,  or  by  great  icebergs  moving  and  grinding  over  the  sea  bottom,  or  by  an  ice-covering, 
over  an  extensive  area  of  land  with  n gentle  slope,  ns  in  Greenland,  moving  slowly  towards  the 
sea.  The  upper  division  consists  of  irregular  beds  of  grovel  ami  sand,  forming  marked  features 
along  the  borders  of  the  two  counties  and  on  the  Inking.  The  holm  between  Polrross  liurn 
and  the  Irthing  is  a succession  of  low  rolling  hills  made  up  of  such  materials,  which  an*  cut 
through  by  the  river,  and  a bold  section  is  exposed  where  the  Wall  crosses  it;  at  the  base  there 
are  about  ten  feet  of  gravel,  with  a few  large  rolled  stones;  next  follows  a stratum  of  similar 
gravel  with  many  larger  blocks  embedded ; and  then  succeed  about  twelve  feet  of  sand  and  tine 
gravel  beds,  all  distinctly  evidencing  the  action  of  water  Westward  of  Carlisle  large  blocks  of 
granite  appear  among  the  superficial  deposits,  and  as  we  proceed  westward  we  find  their  numlier 
to  increase;  especially  are  they  abundant  about  Burgh-on-the- Sands.  They  are  grey  and  of  the 
common  granitic  tyjte,  and  of  the  same  character  as  that  of  Critfel,  in  Dumfriesshire,  whence  they 
hail  been  transported. 

This  era  gave  the  last  finish  to  the  general  contour  of  the  surface,  ami  so  reformed  and 
moulded  it  as  to  cover  the  naked  skeleton  ot  the  rocks  with  soft  materials  which  have  imparted  to 
it  a rounded  outline  and  pleasing  form.  8ilice  then  there  has  been  little  change  in  its  physiog- 
nomy. .Some  valleys  have  been  deejicned,  and  some  shallow  lakes  and  marshes  drained.  Where 
the  condition  of  moisture  has  been  combined  with  cold,  peat  has  been  formed;  ami  near  the  Wall 
at  Glasson  there  is  a deep  peat,  in  which  many  oak  trees  lie  prostrate  in  a northerly  direction. 
Such  accumulations  suggest  how  coal  may  have  formed ; for  it  this  deposit  were  covered  over 
with  layers  of  mud  and  sand,  and  subject  to  pressure,  the  metamorphisms  and  chemical  changes 
would  gradually  go  on,  which  would,  in  the  course  of  ages,  convert  the  vegetable  debris  into 
mineral  coal. 

A brief  resumf1  of  the  succession  of  pvents  must,  now  conclude  our  geological  survey.  The 
long  era  of  the  Cambro- Silurian  system  bad  passed  away,  leaving  its  records  along  the  Hanks  of 
the  Cheviots.  The  porphyry  of  that  mountain  range  had  been  protruded  from  the  depths  of  the 
earth,  and  a tumultuous  sea  had  ceased  to  surge  against  its  sides,  and  heap  up  old  red  sandstone 
conglomerates,  when  the  carboniferous  era  dawned,  and  the  border  counties  Im-cuiuc  the  scene  of 
repeated  oscillations  of  level.  At  one  period  it  presented  extensive  swamps,  and  low-lying 
grounds,  covered  with  a dense  and  sombre  vegetation,  and  at  another  the  land  had  sunk  I**ueai)i 
a sea  teeming  with  auimal  life,  info  which,  from  distant  lands,  now*  partly  covered  by  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  sediment  was  carried,  and  deposited  over  the  vegetable  matter  as  beds  of  mud  and  sand, 
along  with  other  layers  of  calcareous  matter  precipitated  out  of  the  waters.  After  the  lapse  of  a 
long  period,  the  sea  bottom  was  lifted  up  and  became  dry  land,  on  which  again  there  was  an 
abundant  vegetation.  Another  chan  ire  succeeded — the  laud  sunk  airain,  and  was  covered  by  the 
sea;  and  these  changes  often  recurred  during  this  era,  but  in  the  latter  portion  of  it  the  vegetation 
was  enormously  abundant,  and  we  lose  the  evidences  of  marine  conditions;  and  the  district, 
when  lieneatli  the  waters,  was  covered  with  extensive  lagoons  and  fresh  water  lakes.  Materials 
for  affording  heat  and  light  to  later  eras  were  then  stored  up,  pressure  consolidated,  and  various 
chemical  actions  transmuted,  the  wreck  of  ancient  forests  into  lignite,  and  afterwards  into 
bituminous  coal,  which  remained  in  its  dark  recess  till  the  skill  and  during  of  man  drew  it 
forth  to  add  to  his  comfort  and  power — to  enable  him  successfully  to  buttle  with  the  w inds  and 
waves — to  annihilate,  ns  it  were,  distance — to  set  in  motion  his  numberless  mechanical  con- 
trivances— and  to  bring  within  the  reach  of  millions  the  blessings  and  refinements  of  civilisation. 
During,  the  era  which  succeeds,  volcanic  power  rends  the  whole  district,  long  fissures  open,  and 
molten  rock  pours  from  lieneatli  and  fills  up  the  fissures,  and  partly  overflows  the  surtnee,  and 
partly  pierces  laterally  into  the  strata.  A more  powerful  strain,  in  a line  from  north  to  south, 
rends  tlie  rocks,  and  lifts  up  mountain  masses  to  the  height  of  three  thousand  feet.  Tumultuous 
action  and  upheavals  cease  for  a while.  Morthuudarlaud  becomes  dry  land,  and  continues  so 
for  many  ages,  while  Cuinlierlnnd  is  depressed  and  covered  with  the  sea,  beneath  which  are 
accumulated  the  sandv  beds  of  the  triadic  formation  now  filling  the  plain  of  Carlisle.  Along  the 
south-west  boundary  of  this  plain,  at  a subsequent  period,  another  sea  breaks,  in  w hick  lived  the 
strange,  fish-like  reptiles — the  ichthyosaurus  and  plesiosaurus.  We  have  no  records  of  the  Inter 
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secondary,  or  of  the  tertiary  epocha,  for  the  north  of  England  appein  then  to  have  been  above  the 
wo.  Hut,  after  the  lapse  of  these  Ions'  ages,  we  have  evidences  of  an  Arctic  climate;  ice  either 
covered  the  whole  land,  or  surrounded  the  little  island  shun1*,  and  icebergs  floated  in  the  seas, 
and  strewed,  when  they  grounded,  irregular  heaps  of  stones  and  gravel  along’  the  sea  bottom. 
This  glacial  era  too  comes  to  an  end,  and  the  district  emerges,  slowly  it  may  be,  until  hill  and 
vale,  mountain  ami  plain,  appear  as  we  have  them  at  present. 

All  these  successive  revolutions  seem  preparatory  for  the  advent  of  man.  Coal  had  been 
stored  up  for  him  in  the  depths  of  the  earth — minerals  in  the  bosom  of  the  mountains — repeated 
changes  had  broken  and  pulverised  the  hard  and  stubborn  rocks  to  form  a soil  to  yield  for  him  an 
incrmise.  He  is  the  last  of  a series  of  great  events  ; but,  in  his  origin,  he  cannot  la?  linked  with 
any  of  the  creatures  which  preceded,  for,  whatever  modifications  of  Ixidily  form  may  bo  made  by 
physical  conditions,  natural  selection,  or  nnv  secondary  law,  such  is  the  great  gulf  between  the 
highest  brute  and  man,  that  we  cun  refer  the  introduction  of  an  intellectual  and  moral  being, 
capable  of  generalising,  and  of  indefinite  progression,  and  endowed  with  a sense  of  responsibility, 
to  no  other  than  to  the  divine  Sovereignty. 
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Altar,  Matribus  Tramarinis  patriis,  4**3. 

Altar  to  Mother  Goddesses,  llalton,  till. 

Altar  to  Mithras,  Rntchcstcr,  127. 

Altar  to  Mogon,  High  Rochester,  332;  Netlierby,  408. 
Altar  to  Neptune,  Chest  erholm,  407. 

Altar,  Numinibus  Augustor.,  Renwell,  113.  394. 

Altar,  Numinibus  Aug„  Honsesteads,  06,  194;  Benwell, 
111 : Walton  House,  279.  283  ; Lanchcstcr,  3311 
Altar  to  the  Nyuiplia,  Risingbam,  4o2. 

Altar,  Landis  Tribus,  Benwell,  4**6. 

Altar  to  other  immortal  gods,  Chcstcrholm,  213. 

Altar  to  Roma  .Etema.  Maryport,  391,  41Q. 

Altar,  Sancto  Cocidio,  Netherby,  357. 

Altar  to  Sctlocenia,  Maryport,  407. 

Altar  to  Silvanns,  Newcastle,  !<*.'> ; Birdoswald,  27.*L 
Altar,  Silvano  invicto,  Stanhope,  393. 

Altar  to  Silvanus  Coeidius,  Housesteads,  193. 

Altar  to  tbc  Standards,  Birdoswald,  262. 

Altar  to  Tyrian  Hercules,  Corchestcr,  340. 

Altar  Victoria;  Augusta?,  Great  Chesters,  237. 

Altar  to  Village  Deities,  Old  Carlisle,  389. 

Altars  to  Vitiris,  Chesters,  408. 

A M BOG  I.  ANN  A,  Binloswahl,  253. 

Amphitheatre,  Chesters,  1 38  ; Honsestcnds,  190. 
Ancient  British  encampment,  174,  321*. 

Andemnch  Stone,  230.  438. 

Anicius  Ingenuus,  physirinn,  415. 

Anociticus,  Altar  to,  Benwell,  114. 


Antinomy  medallion  of,  428. 

Antistius  Advcntus,  Imperial  legate,  1S2* 

Antoninas,  M.  Aurelius,  slab  to,  339. 

Ant-minus  Pi u«.  dedication  to,  Buemkxu'M.  17:  Man  - 
port,  368 ; Altar  for  safety  of.  111. 

Afsdlo,  the  Sun,  Altar,  Rut  Chester,  128. 

Apollo,  Altar  to,  Cbestcr-lc-Strcot,  31 1 ; Haltwhistlc 
Fell,  31*7- 

Aqueducts,  valne  of,  131. 

Aqueduct  at  nalton  Chesters,  134  ; Great  Chesters,  234 ; 

Birdoswald,  261 : Lanchcstcr,  349. 

Aquitani,  Inscription  by,  PttOCOUTlA,  171. 

AUOKIA,  373. 

A read  ins  and  Honoring  3£, 

Archers,  Uamian,  244. 

Architectural  peculiarities,  1 17. 

! Arthur,  King,  Traditions  of,  12fi 
Astatic,  Altar  to.  Core  best  er,  344). 

Asturcs,  First  Ala  of,  Benwell,  1<>9. 

Aatvres,  Second  Ala  of,  Chesters,  64*  158. 

.Vat ores.  Second  Cohort  of.  Great  tThcstcrs.  68,  23 3. 
Audactus  Romnnu.s,  centurion,  245. 

Aullhlins  Aiitidinnus  392. 

Auddius  Rufus,  century  of,  173. 

C,  Aulns  CmciliuM,  331. 

Aulus  Platorius  Nepoe,  on  slab,  171 ; account  of,  94  *4  a, 
Aldus  Plant ius  sent  against  Britain,  iL 
Anrelia  Eglectianc,  413. 

Aurelia  Fata,  243. 

Aurelia  Imputa,  331. 

Aurelius  Amiigcr,  a deeurion  of  prineiftes,  283. 
Aurelius  Juvenalis,  403. 

Aurelius  Marcus,  243. 

Aurelius  Quintus,  tribune,  321. 

M.  Aarelitts  Quirinus,  348. 

M.  Aurelius  Sulvius,  tribune,  3781. 

Aurelius  Victorious,  129. 

Baal,  394. 

I tack  worth  Find,  the,  427. 

Badges  of  Second  Legion,  339. 

Badge  of  Twentieth  Legion  (see  •*  Boar"),  Mary- 
port, 369. 

Bavarian*,  Cohort  First,  Maryport,  3£3  m,  3!»2. 
Ballistarium.  Ilonscst cads.  189;  High  Rochester.321.322. 
Balusters,  the  type  of  Saxon  style.  1 32. 

BASXA.  2Z1L  351. 

Banks  Head  Mile-cast lc,  268, 

Banks  Hill.  26!*. 

Barrow,  or  Borough,  Walls,  321 
Barrows,  near  St.  Oswald's,  1 41. 

Basilica,  Lancbester,  349. 
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HntiUca  equfttrit  rxerritatoria,  Nctherhy,  3341. 
Batarians,  First  Cohort  of,  Carrawburpli,  G3*  1 T«i ; 
Carvoran,  1*44. 

Hath.  Altar  on  the  completion  of,  333. 

Hath  and  Basilica,  Lanehester,  3 4 it. 

Baths.  their  frequency  questioned,  1 33. 

Heantnont,  298. 

Berk,  Villa pe  of,  28.3. 

Ho!  at  Header,  Altar  to,  Carvoran.  24? ; Loiiphurph.  301 ; 

Plumpton,  804. 

Hells,  4 .Tl. 

Bellino*,  304. 

Bcllonn.  Altar  to,  Old  Carlisle,  393. 

Belted  Will,  21.10, 

Ben  well,  Station  of,  107. 

Hcvvcustle,  Station  at.  334. 

BF.  COS.,  bcnejiciariut  coiwt/arit,  3U1L 
Binchostor,  Station  of,  333. 

BinloswnM.  Station  of.  233. 

Blarkcart*  Farm,  Wall  at,  107. 

Black  Dike,  the,  177. 

Black  Pasture  Quarry,  142. 

Blake  Chesters,  308. 

Blatcm  Bploipm.  Middlcbj,  300. 

Blcatarn,  289. 

Boadicca,  iL 
Boar  on  Altar,  23S. 

Boar.  badRC  of  Twentieth  Lcpion,  217.  327. 

Boar,  capt  ure  of  a fierce  one,  393. 

Rojrlc  Hole,  228, 

Bona  Dca,  her  nature  many-sided,  401. 

Boasas,  ornamental,  430, 

Boncovicrs,  Honsestcads,  112. 

Bovoea  Station,  303. 

Bracer,  on  arm  of  soldier,  197. 

Brampton  Old  Church,  Fort  at,  284. 

Brampton  Station,  near.  2*4. 

Hnr.MKMfM,  Hiph  Rochester,  31 3. 

HrEJIKTKXRACPM.  3410. 

Bretiei  at  Rremempm,  32i 
Bridges,  Trajan'*,  LL 

Rridpe,  the  Roman.  Newcastle.  102:  Cl  LIBS  PM,  ill. 
Bridge,  Remains  of  Ancient.  Lanercost,  270. 

Britain  ascertained  to  ho  an  Inland,  7 a, 

Britain  forsaken  hy  the  Romans,  39. 

Britannia.  Coins  of,  1^  Hi. 

British  Camp,  274;  Vi llapc,  329. 

Britons.  Cohorts  of,  .*1 47  «. 

Britton  es,  129. 

Brixia,  213, 

BBOCAVVM,  Hroupham.  3ni-». 

Bronze  Bosses,  LkL 


Brown  Dikes,  173. 

Brunton,  Wall  at,  14. 3. 

Brutus,  on  Rock  Inscription,  270. 

Builders  of  the  Wall,  Who?  374. 

Bulla,  iHL 

Burph-upon-Sunds,  299. 

Burial  Ground,  Housestciul*,  iiii;  (1  real  Chesters,  2X1 ; 

Carvoran,  248. 

Burn -Deriot,  22!*. 

Bumswark,  339. 

Humus  Antistius,  prefect, 

Burt  holme  Beck,  273. 

Busy-Gap,  178- 
Bvker  Hill,  2iL 

Cseoilius  Clemens,  century  of,  142. 

Ctecilius  Donation*,  the  exjunction  of  his  faith,  4*)' . 

L.  Ctecilius  Opt  at  us,  319. 

Ciocilius  Procnlua,  centurion,  I hi, 

C.  Gapio  Chant  inus,  tribune,  314. 

D.  Cmrellius  Victor,  prefect,  218. 

Oicsar,  Julius,  arrival  in  Britain,  i 
Caius  .Klinnux,  297. 

Cnius  Tutor,  prefect,  392. 

Calpurnius  Agricola,  Iiu|>erial  tepate,  2*1,  244.  4tii. 
Camhcck  Hill,  2*3. 

Camden,  his  Visit  to  the  Wall,  31,  178. 

Camps,  small,  opf>usite  the  Mile-castle*.  Hi, 

Camps,  temporary,  1H7,  Hit*.  173.  231.  249.  2'.o. 
Capheaton  Find,  the,  42«1. 

Curacalla,  Dedication  to,  Hiph  Rochester,  32Q;  Whit- 
ley Castle,  3il. 

Caracal  I a,  Altar  for  safety  of.  Net  her  by,  ; nid 

Carlisle,  3*13. 

('aransins,  1L 
Carlisle,  Roman,  293. 

Carr  Hill,  132. 

ClflBW,  172. 

Carrawhurph,  Station  of,  D19. 

Carvoran,  Station  of,  241. 

Cassius  Snliininnus,  trihuue,  313. 

Castle,  Sewingshiclds.  173. 

Costle-N'ick  Ca«tellnm,  223, 

Cast  lc*t  ca«  Is,  27*1. 

Caatra  Kxploratorpm,  Netlicrhy,  339. 

Cats'  Stairs.  227. 

Catuvcltauni,  Inscription  hv.  Hoirpill,  273. 

Cnwficlde  Castvllnm. 

Caw-Gap.  229. 

Celts  at  Wethcral.  281*, 

Censorius  Corneliami*.  centurion.  Jlrtfi. 

Centnrial  Stones,  1 1 3. 

M # 
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Oentnrial  Mark.  4 PL 
Century  of  Aufidiua  Rnfu«.  ILL 
Century  of  Cased;  us  Clemens,  ILL 
Century  «f  C'landiu*.  ILL 
Century  of  Florintu,  178. 

Century  of  Cot) in*  Philtppus,  17ti. 

Century  of  Hostility  Lupus,  129. 

Century  of  .lu'iin*  Tertullianos,  2*7. 

Ccntary  of  Julius  Bttfon,  110. 

Century  of  Lunin*,  230. 

Century  of  Mnridu*.  239. 

Century  of  FrobiantU',  2t»l. 

Century  of  Silvia*  Prisms,  21**- 
Century  of  Borionuis,  24 s. 

Century  of  Valerinnus,  LLL 
Century  of  Valeri  oat  Verna,  Lili. 

Ccrce  <>r  Cybele,  Statue  of,  Chesters,  ILL. 

CihV  for  out,  I 42. 

Chain  of  Fort*,  Agricolu’a,  1!  a. 

Chapel  Field,  2siL 

Chape!  House,  Walbottlc,  122  ; (Silsland,  2LL 
Cbenter-le-Strcet,  310. 

Chest  orholru.  the  Station  at,  210. 

Cheat  cm,  the  Station  at,  I4‘J : Museum  at.  167. 
Ciittfun  Ornament,  222. 

Chew  Green,  Camps  at,  313. 

Chinclcj  Ilum,  210. 

Chives,  ‘-‘.tO. 

Christian  Memorials  absence  of,  411. 

Christian  Monogram,  1 2*. 

ClLUKCllI,  Chesters  149. 

Cippi  at  RKEMKMrM,  37W. 

Cit.  Jtaeta.  4 1 1. 

Cistern,  Ink,  270,  31*. 

Civic  Drew,  Sculptures  showing,  II1*. 

Civitas  Dutnni,  Inscription,  2.'>0. 

Ciritas  Dumnoni,  Inscription,  2ufl. 

C.  L.— 'Citium  Latinnrvm  O.  279 
Classis  Britannica,  4 IQ. 

< 'iaudinniiB,  Prefect  of  Second  Cohort  of  Tungrinns,  279. 
Claudius  Modest  us,  Prefect  <*f  Fourth  Cohort  of  (Sauls 

2srt. 

Claudius  lamb  in  Britain,  4j  Coin  of,  G Inscription 
to,  at  Rome,  1 
Claudia  Turhinilla,  492. 

Claudius  centurion,  417, 

C.  Claudius  Apellininm  Imperial  legate,  321. 

Tib.  Claudius  Decimus  Antoninus,  prefect,  1 2*. 

Tib.  Claudius  Paulinns,  Imperial  legate.  322. 

M.  Claudius  Menander,  tribune,  2-V,'. 

Clifton,  Altar  found  ut,  3G1. 

Coadlcy  Cate.  209. 


Coal  Workings,  11*1. 

Coal  fonml  in  the  Station  of  Houacatcad*,  1*3 ; at 
Uisingham,  33.j. 

Cbal  Ashes  Walton  I!>>ose  Station.  276:  Carvormn,  24>. 
Cocidius,  Altar  to,  llouscstcads  Mile-castle,  2iiA  : 
Hnrdriding,  21  * : Banks  Head.  2<k*  : near  Blcatam. 
2*9:  Net  her  by,  ri.~.7. 

Coeiditw  in  conjunction  with  Silrann*.  Honaeateada,  193. 
Cocidius  in  conjunction  with  Mars  on  Altar.  2M7. 
tWeianu*  imperial  legate,  ILL 
Cockatrice,  on  Sculpture,  22). 

Cock  mount.  239, 

Co)i.  I..  iW.  Decorum  (numerous  in^cri|*tions),  Bird**, 
wahl,  27, 1,  Ac. 

Coh.  L,  Aquitanorum,  Carrawburgli,  171. 

Cob.  IT,  Asturnm,  (ircat  Chesters,  tis. 

Coh.  IU  Arinina.  8. A.,  2 lilu 
Coh.  Lj  Bn-tariorum,  liaryport,  392, 

Coh.  Lj  Batavorum,  Carrawburgb,  Co.  17'* : Carmran. 
liiL 

Coh.  L.  Br.,  Ebcbfrier,  340. 

Coh.  niL,  Br.,  Bhcbcater.  LllL 

Coh.  — , Brcucorum  at  High  Rochester.  327,. 

Coh Comorii.  Newcastle,  )03, 

C*>b.  Lj  Dacorura,  Birdoswald,  234,  Ac. ; Old  Wall.  2*7. 
Cub.  I.,  Dclmatarum,  Marypurt,  740s. 

Coh.  II.,  Dclmatarum,  Carvuran,  <>•*.  242. 

Cnh.  I_,  Frixagoruro,  Halt  on,  12C. 

Coh.  IV.. Oallornm. Chc<terholm. 07,  US;  Walton  House 
Station.  2*  1 : Beck.  2*fi  ; Risinpham.  333. 

Coh.  L*  Hnmiorum  sa.rittar,  Carvoran,  244.  440. 

Coh.  LlHis{*anoruin,  Mftm»»rt.  3i9>;  Xctherbv.  M.‘C.  412. 
Coh.  L.  Lin i:.,  High  Rochester,  17^  Lanch ester.  744*.  349. 
Coh.  IV'.,  Linponum,  W’allsend,  92, 

Coh.  L,  Ncrvana,  Xctberbr,  87,7. 

Cob.,  Ncrvana  German o rum.  Beaumont,  299. 

C*>h.  II..  Nerviorum,  Hardriding.  21*. 

Coh.  III.,  Nerriorum,  Chcsterbolm,  21  s ; Wliitlcy 
Castle.  37,4. 

Coh.  VI.,  Nervi*, nun.  Great  Chest  era,  237. 

Coh,  I.,  Raetnram.  Great  Chester*,  237. 

Coh,  I..  Thracam,  Newcastle,  Inn. 

Coh.  II„  Thracam,  Moresby,  .372. 

Coh.  L,  Tungmrum,  Hou-e-tea*K  CC,  103,  l!G,  749C,  H.Y 
Coh.  II..  Tangrontot,  Walton  House  Station.  279.  2xo, 
C-oh.  Vangion„  Risinpham,  3.V.,  .‘4.' 48 ; Chesters,  4 1 3. 
Coh.  Ij  Vanlullorum,  High  Rochester,  320.  32 1 , 322 

Coin  of  Antoninus  Pius,  12. 

Coin  of  Commoilu*,  Houses*  rads,  200. 

Coinage,  native  British,  2 a*, 

Coins  of  the  Romans,  417. 
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Delta*  Yetcribus(?),  Altar,  Chcster-le- Street,  :;t  I, 

Ik’tc  Matron.  Bonscsteads  1 05 : Birdoawabl,  260 : 
Carlisle,  29G.  207 : Nctherby,  UK?. 

Dcse  Mat  res  Altar,  Unit  ■ «d.  404- 
Dcsc  Hamia*,  Altar  to.  CarToran,  400. 

Dcao  Rat.,  Altar  to.  Chesters  4o9. 

Dead,  the,  deified,  41.?. 

Deed  us,  Altar,  dedicated  by,  238. 

Or  curio  principal*,  283. 

Dccurion,  1^  Brut  ns  270. 

Pedioo.  scratched  on  Samian  Bowl,  203- 
Deities  bound  by  chains  193. 

Denihcsbnrn,  Battle  of,  1 12. 

Denton,  Wall  at,  East,  119. 

Dibu*  Yeteribns  237,  23*. 

A.  Didin*  Callus  Imperial  legate,  H 

IhjTut'u  Pror in.  Tirit.,  3tKt. 

Iiiit  tiro bujjfur  trcuiuiuvi  intrrprrfat  ionrm  oraruli.  ;197- 

Di i>i  Mauibus  Dedication,  Chester*,  130 : Cheaterbolm, 
22o  ; Carvoran,  243,  213:  Carlisle,  2111 ; Risingliam. 
334:  Chester*,  413;  Ketherby,  414:  Hon*e*tcads  4 1 3. 
Piodnra,  341. 

Dionysius  Fortunatn*,  334. 

Disctplina  Aug.,  on  Coin  of  Hadrian,  4Sj  2' s2. 

Dis  eultoribu*  hujo*  loci.  Altar,  4<t9. 

Divinity,  pretension*  to,  tbe  result*  of,  293. 
Discipulinm  August],  Altar,  Walton  House,  282. 

Do»0,  213. 

Donat al is  406. 

Down  Hill,  Vallum  at,  1 32. 

Prawdikcs  Castle.  29Q. 

Dreaming  AHar,  4U2. 

P.  R.  S.  Dr<r  /lomtr  *acrum  314. 

Pramhnrgh  Station,  3I>1. 

Du  plait**  numcri  exploratoram,  High  Rochester,  MU. 


Coin*  found  on  the  Antoninc  Wall,  LB. 

Coins  testimony  of,  against  Gildas,  Hi  a. 

Coins  found  at  Benwell,  HI ; Heddon,  HU ; near 
Kntcbcster,  123:  Hal  ton  Chesters,  133 : Chesters 
11*1 ; Chesterholra,  211 ; Great  Chesters  248:  Bird"*- 
wald,  260;  Walton  House  Station.  277;  Shields  Lowe, 
308  ; Chcster-le-Street,  3Uj  High  Rochester,  328; 
KUinpbam,  338;  Lanchcster,  331 : Maryport,  370. 
Cotonring  of  Walls  133,  242. 

Columns  fragments  of,  Honseslcads  120. 

Commodns  Medallion  of,  22^  reverses  in  Britain,  21 ; 

assuming  the  character  of  Hercules  2L&. 
Ommilifonum  barbarorum , 203. 

COimncni,  Benwell,  1<>7. 

Conduits  277. 

Contort  ibaa  tin  JJerculu,  2113. 

Constant  im;  the  Great.  Ql : Dedication  to,  240. 
Constantins  a common  Soldier,  elected  Emperor,  JUL 
Constantins  Imperial  legate,  30. 

Coome  Crag,  Inscription*  on,  26C. 

Coping  Stones  211. 

Corchcuter,  Coi»topitu»,  339. 

G.  Cornelia*  Peregrin  os  tribune,  Uii. 

Cornelius  Victor,  standard  bearer,  22LL 
Coraovii,  Cohort  of,  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  U)3. 
CoitSToi'iTt'M,  Corche*ter,  3314. 

Cousins'  House, 

Cragjfle  Hill,  215. 

Crags  why  the  Wall  built  upon,  2QG. 

Cr<*v»,  Maltese,  carved  on  door-heads  183. 

Cross  on  altar,  319, 255, 

OroM(0  on  wine  amphora,  411. 

Crypt  at  Hexham,  343. 

Cuddy’*  Crag,  2Q6. 

Culvert,  under  the  Wall,  120. 

Cumrnnton,  2 *6. 

Curator  Ala-,  HL 
C.  Valeria*  Tullus  213. 

Dacians,  First  Cohort  of,  Birdo*wald,  231. 

Dagvaldus  a soldier  of  Pannonia,  231. 

Dalmatians  First  Cohort,  nt  Maryport.  368. 
Dalmatians,  Second  Cohort  of,  Canroran,  68.  242. 

Date  of  Altar,  A.D.  13G-138,  244  ; Inscription,  about 
A.D.  162.  244;  Insertion,  A.D.  162-169,  237;  Altar, 
A.D.  191,  .W.3 ; Altar,  A.D.  19lj  368;  (Quarry.  A.D. 
210,  267;  Altar,  A.D.  213,  363;  Slab.  A.D.  214^  320; 
Tablet,  A.D.  219,  412;  Inscription,  A.D.  220,  322 ; 
Inscription,  A.D,  221,  161  ; Inscription,  A.D.  222. 
337 : Inner i pi  ion.  A.D.  222-233.  2:M;  Altar,  A.D.  237, 
233  : Inscription.  A.D.  237.  63 ; Altar,  A.D.  241.  373: 
Altar.  A.D.  2iL  279:  Altar,  A.D.  232-234,  3Q4 : 
Inscription,  a.d.  306,  216. 


Far  Pendant,  gold,  200. 

Earthenware,  supposed  manufactory  of,  218. 

I Earthen  wire,  Roman.  434. 

Ebchcster,  Station  at,  346. 

Ecclesiastical  Polity  of  the  Romans  fN7. 

Kdward  L at  Bradley  Hall,  2* -7  ; at  Nawortb.  274  : 
Monument  of,  .'too. 

C.  Egnatin*  Lncilinnus  Imp.  legate.  313.  349. 

A.  Egnutius  Pastor,  369. 

Egnalius  Voreenndus.  prefect.  363. 

Elagabaln*,  Dedication  to,  139.  320.  321.  322.  412. 
Emperors,  Roman,  who  visited  Britain,  15, 

Emperors  worshipped,  390. 

Enamelled  Fibula.  226. 

C.  Epaphrnditus  Claud ianns  348. 

Epithets  Gordian  amt  Antoninian,  UHL 
Epona,  Altar  to,  Carvoran,  467. 
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Rrdeswick,  Samson,  Account  of  Wall,  juL 
F.rrington  Hill  lirn<t,  lilt, 

Er-rracato  jutiatina,  337. 

Ej-  tit w,  -M. 

Fubia  lionoratu,  413. 

Fallowficid  Fell,  Rock  Inscription  on,  141. 

Kate*.  Altar  to,  Carlisle,  4<rt'». 

Fato  Bonn,  Altar,  M»rri»*rt,  410. 

Fnnstinn*  un<)  Unfit*,  onnsul*,  on  2>i7. 

Fibula,  enamelled,  *220  ; silver,  £21 ; bronte,  4.31. 
Figure  «>f  a Soldier,  Hou*e*teads,  in". 

Fi pares,  uncotith,  327. 

A if  tar  tivlcittimir,  413. 

Finger  Rings,  i2± 

Fir-cone  Ornament,  415. 

Flavin*  Gamut i»us,  HI. 

Flavin*  llilarin*.  9*4. 

Flavin*  il  ygitiua,  34&. 

T.  Flavin*  Bccandoa,  prefect,  244. 

Flavin*  Severinus,  tribune,  3%. 

T.  Flavius  Titiaiws,  331. 

Florin  us,  century  of,  IT4. 

g.  Florin*  Miitcmn*,  prefect  of  Tunisian*,  193. 

Fori,  Artificial,  errojui  the  Tyne,  121. 

Fortune,  Altar  to,  Hatton  Chester*.  137:  Carruwborgb, 
1 rr>;  Chotterholm.  II 1 : Carroran,  £44,  245 ; Birdo*- 
wal<l,  20.1 ; Bisinpbam, 335, 301 ; lfaryport, 301,  tlo. 
PrawG  of  W all,  iiL 

Ftwue  of  Wall  ami  Vallum  cut  through  Basalt,  D»S, 
Fosse,  content*  of,  piled  on  north  side,  Hit*. 

Fosse  of  Vallum,  double,  203. 

Foundation*  of  Wall,  hJj  in  the  rood,  1 ♦!.“». 

Frixagi,  First  Cohort  of.  Rut  Chester,  1 2<i. 

Fufgvr  Diram,  on  Slab,  I 30. 

Funeral  Monuments,  121J,  13^  134^  21*L  22^  231, 
234,  243,  945.  24-3,  291,  342.  413,  414.  ILL 
Fylfot,  on  Altar,  2t»3. 

M.  flaiu*  Seeundinu*.  332. 

Oalpacus  Defeated,  10. 

tlallus  and  Yolusiauus,  Altar  f«rr,  .'Mil. 

Gamtnadion,  on  Altar,  2(13,  3 lit. 

Gap,  25  I ■ 

Gateshead.  310. 

Gateway  Slab,  at  Risinghatn,  dd!» : I -an  Chester,  M47. 
Gateway*  of  llotiscstcad.s  1*1 ; Blrdoowald,  957. 
Gauls,  Fourth  Cohort  of.  Cbcrierholm,  87j  Riaingham, 

313. 

Gel! in*  Philippna,  century  of, 

Gelt,  Written  Rock  of.  &L 
Gomel] ica,  2H3.  . 

Geniu*  of  First  Ala  of  Asturc*.  Dedication  to,  109. 


Geniu*  of  the  Camp,  Net  her  by,  35K. 

Gcnitu  of  Cohort,  Altar  to,  Lanche-ter,  330. 

Genius  and  Standards  of  Cohort,  High  Rochester.  806. 
Geniu*  of  the  College,  Altar  to.  High  Rochester,  319. 
Gcnms  of  Emperor  and  Standard*,  High  Rochester.  31 
Geniu*  of  the  Place,  Altar,  Murr)>ort,  41t>. 

Genius  of  the  Pnctorium,  Lauch  ester,  34H. 

Geology  of  the  Mural  District,  441. 

German  in  Superior,  3‘.t7. 

Gcta's  Name  obliterated,  336,  343. 

Gildaa,  hi*  Account  of  Britain,  111 
Gi Island,  252. 

Gladiators,  British  Captive*,  £. 

Glass,  URL 
Glcnwhclt,  212. 

G<h1s.  Ancient,  Altar  to,  Great  Chester*,  237,  23s. 

God*  of  the  Mountain*.  Altar  to.  High  Rochester,  4tr.». 
(•old  Ornament,  427. 

Gold  Chain,  42". 

Gold  Ring,  found  at  Ilalton  Chester*,  1 36. 

Gordian,  Dedication  to,  344.  349,  3fl2. 

Gordian  and  Fonipeinnus,  consuls,  279. 

Gordian  a,  Epithet,  Coh.  L Dacians,  255 : Cob.  II. 
Tung.,  212. 

Granary  Restored,  235. 

Graiian,  ILL 

Great  Chesters,  Station  of,  232. 

Greek  Inscription*.  340,  351,  369, 

Greek  Medallion,  41K, 

HauitaXCUH,  Rssinghom,  331. 

Hadrian  comes  to  Britain,  1_L 

Hadrian,  Dedication*  to,  10,  201,  20 S 217,  230,  230, 
231.  354.  357,  372. 

Hair-Pin*,  432. 

Hal  ton  Chesters.  Station  of  OUXNUM,  132. 

Hamii,  Cohort  First,  at  Carve  ran,  243,  -It  hi. 

Haminn  Godde**,  Altar  to,  Carvoran.  H*». 

Hare  Hill,  2LLL 
Harlow  Hill,  130. 

Haylon  Gate,  275. 

Head*,  dctachi.il,  3.59. 

Heddon-on-tbc-Wall,  12L 

Hercules,  Statue  of,  10J  ; Figure  of,  21M. 

Hercules  and  Jupiter,  Figure*  of,  274. 

Hercules,  Altar  to,  Chestorbolin.  2 Hi:  House-steads. 
31M? : Risingham,  33*. 

Hercules,  Dedication  to  Companions  of,  Carlisle,  294 . 
Hercules  the  Tyrian,  Altar,  Corcbaster,  34b. 
llcxbam,  31 3, 

High  Shield,  209. 

High  Stead,  2 4 9. 

Horseman,  Figure  of,  Stanwix,  22& 
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if'.- rili tt*  Lupus,  century  of,  121>. 

Ilot  Rank,  20*. 

HnusestearU,  Station  of  Doitcovicira,  17'J. 

Howpill,  273. 

Ilnntcru,  the,  of  Banna,  273. 

Huxnum.  Holton  Chesters,  132. 

Hurtleton,  2*ti. 

Hutton,  Wm,  hi*  Viirit  to  the  Wall,  1 10. 

Hyi»ocaust«  at  Chester*,  151  ; Cbcsterbolm,  212:  Bin- 
cheater,  352. 

Hyssop- Holm  Well,  203. 

II  put  for  E,  142. 

Imaginifer,  fift, 

Imperator,  Title  of,  321a. 

Incense  Box,  34»1>. 

Inducius,  3<W. 

Inscription*,  the  Value  of,  K'4). 

Inscription  to  Marcus  Aurelius  and  Lucius  Vents, 
Groat  Chester*,  2:;t;. 
fntnplio*,  42*. 

Inn,  433. 

Iron  Cramps  in  Masonry,  1 IS, 

Inn  Tools  in  IT'insistencl*  Mile-castle.  2»>3. 

Irthinp.  River,  233. 

•Jar  used  in  Rnrial,  2 IS. 

Jarrow,  30*. 

•let.  Pin  of,  432. 

Jwhca  Capra,  Coin  of  Vespasian,  l IS. 

Julia  I.ucilla,  325. 

Julia-  Aupustalls,  3!»4. 

Julius  Rarbarns,  prefect.  Sixth  Cob.  of  Ncrvii,  237. 

0.  Julius  Cupitianus,  centurion,  4 03. 

Jul in*  Ferminus,  decurioti.  4(i:i. 

Julius  Frontinas,  Imp.  legate,  L 
Julius  Lupus,  prefect,  31>4. 

Q.  Julius  Maximus,  prefect,  rU5, 

Julius  Paster,  standard  bearer,  G£L 
C.  Julius  Ralticus,  centurion,  211. 

Julius  Rufus,  centurion,  llti. 

Julius  Severn*,  recalled,  LL 
Julius  Saturnine*,  tribune,  273. 

Julius  Tcitultiamis.  century  of,  2*7. 

Julius  Victor,  401,  4o'.«. 

L.  Junius  Victorinas,  2P7. 

Jupiter,  Altar  to,  Watlscnd.  02  ; Ren  well,  l'*Q;  Rmise- 
s tends,  104 ; Ilouscsteads  Mile-castle.  203 ; Cbcnter- 
holm,  213,  213  : Homdadii  4U> ; Birdoswahl,  234, 
2 .'ill.  203 ; Underlie  neb,  203  : Lancrco-t.  273 ; Walton 
House  Station.  27*.  2*0;  Caml>eek  Hill,  2*0:  Bourne**, 
304  Marypnrt,  3447  : Old  Carlisle,  3*0. 


ilil 

Jupiter  Aupustu*,  Altar  to,  Marypnrt,  -'!♦»*» 

Jupiter  Dolicbcnu*,  Altar  to,  Rcuwcll,  1 lo. 

Jupiter  Heliopolis,  Altar  to,  Carvoron,  247. 

Jnpitcr  and  Hercules,  Figures  of,  Lanercost,  274. 

h'arrituma  conjur,  2tH. 

Key,  434. 

Kind's  Well,  230. 

Kirkaudrew*,  207. 

Knap  Bum,  ISO, 

Knife,  433. 

I Lainiamu,  303. 

Lakes,  the  Northumbrian,  207. 

, Lam  i is  Tribn*,  Altar,  Uenwcll,  40»'.. 
i Lamp,  found  in  Castellum,  22ft. 

Lamp.  Bronte,  432. 

Lanrhcster,  Station  at,  347. 

' Lancrowt,  ifftib 
| Lato  claro  ex^rnatvt,  111. 

, Lanx.  Silver,  341. 

I -cad,  ULL 

Lepiouary  C'iuu[r*,  320. 

Lep.  II.,  arrival  in  Britain,  1 a;  Radies  of,  at  Ches. 
ters,  103. 

Lep.  II.  anil  VI.  withdrawn,  30. 

Lep.  II.  Aup.,  Memorials  of,  at  Wallscnd.  ill;  Ben  well, 
1 11.  115:  CHctcr-lc- Street,  31 1.  312  ; Haiti  m,  137  : 
Hewinphields,  1 7*i : Huuscstcad*  Mi1c-ca«llc,  2*  U . 2n.'.: 
Cbestertiolm,  211;  Castle-Nick,  Id : Carvoran,  243  . 
Banks  Head,  2liS ; Walton  House  Station,  2(41 ; New- 
town  of  Irthinpton.  2*<> : Old  Wall,  2£l ; Rewcasllc. 
334  ; Netherby,  33‘,».  412  : Bourne*-.  304  : Maryport, 
3tilL 

Lep.  VL,  Yictrix,  ami  sometime*  I’ia  tide  I -.  comes  to 
Britain.  Li, 

Lep.  VI.  at  Tynemouth,  .‘407  ; Rm chest er,  127 : Hexbitin, 
313  ; Corchcstor.  3144 : Ycxillation  of.  Carraw,  173  : 
Houscstcads  Hilc-ca*tle,  2tla;  Chester  holm.  21 1 : 
Haltwhistlc  Fell,  232 ; Carvoran,  243  : RirJ.-ivuld. 
Sftl,  2li2:  Vexillation  of,  Howpill,  Walton 

House  Station.  2*1  : ltleatam,  2*2 : Kirkandrcws, 
2Vi7  ; Dykcsticld,  ;KK>;  Vexillation  of.  Hipli  Rochester. 
32ft. 

Lep.  IX.,  Arrival  in  Britain.l  a ; Sup|M*ed  Campuf,  24L«. 
Lep.  X..  Arrival  in  Britain,  1 a. 

Leg.  XX.,  Vulcria  Victrix,  Arrival  in  Britain,  1 « ; 
Withdrawn,  3Hj  Memorials  of,  Benvrcll,  112.  113. 
Lanchcster.  347 ; Chest rrb-.lm.  217 ; Carvoran,  243  : 
near  Cawficlds,  2'.".* : Chajs-l  H<<u-c.  23 1 : Bank- 
Head,  2i’»* ; Netherby,  412;  Beaumont.  2'.»*  . Vexilla- 
tion  of,  at  Maryjsirt,  3jj2;  Moresby,  372. 
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I .eland'*  Account  of  the  Wall, 

M.  I.iburnius  Frnnto,  centurion,  1 1 1. 

Lieinius  Clemen.**,  2JL. 

A.  Lieinius  Clemen*,  prefeet,  4fi). 

T.  Lieiniu*  Valcrianu*,  tribune,  393. 

Limestone  Bank.  167. 

Line*.  by  Scott,  to  a Lady,  ‘.‘41. 

Line*  addressed  by  Hadrian  to  hi*  S**ul,  3*3. 

IsTrnte*.  Imperial,  in  Britain,  Aulu*  Plant iu*.  3_£ 
<Kti»riu*  Scapula,  3j  Avitu*  I>idiu*  Gulins. .'» ; Sueto- 
nius Paulinos,  Petiliu*  Cerealin.1;  Julius  Fron- 
tinu*.  I ; C.  Julius  Agricola,  I;  A.  Plat.  Ncjios,  I6_; 
Julius  Serenas,  11 ; Q.  Loll  ins  Urbicas,  17j  Cal. 
purnlus  Agricola.  21.  400:  A minting  Adventaa.  850: 
Vi  tins  Lupus,  24j  C.  Claudius  Appel  I ini  ns,  381 1 Tib. 
Claiidiu*  Pun  I inn  s 322;  M**lios  Julius,  939;  Marius 
Valerinnus  1 39.  336;  Cocci  ann*  (?).  63  ; C.  Egnatius 
Lurdinnas,  315.  319;  Mauri  3 ins  Fusco*.  34* : Tbco- 

do*iu*,aiL. 

LiniMnes,  Find.  Coliort  of.  High  Rochester,  17^  Lan- 
Chester,  34*.  349. 

Lingoncs,  Fourth  Cohort  of,  Tynemouth,  93. 

Lions,  Figures  of,  probably  Mithraic,  13h. 

Li  tori  us  riicatianus,  399. 

Little  Chesters  or  Cbesicrholm,  Vindolana,  2Q9 
Locks,  HL 

Q.  Lolline  Urbicua,  Irojierinl  legate,  1L 
Lingbqrgh,  3U1. 

Liicanus,  prefect  of  Ala  Petriana,  27 1 . 

Lucius,  century  of,  2;if>. 

Lucius  ziilius  Creaar,  914. 

Lucius  Vcrus,  reign  of,  2LL 
Liter v ALi-i cm,  Carlisle,  293- 
Luis. bole*  in  Sinuex,  9H3. 

A.  Lusima,  20  L 
Lyons,  Battle  of,  £L. 

Mteaia*.  the,  23. 

Mauritius  Fuscos,  Imperial  legale,  31*. 

M.  Mien  in*  Agrippa,  LL 
M.  Mienius  Agrippa.  tribune,  3*17. 

Maun  a,  Carvoran,  241. 

Magncntius,  32. 

Maiden  Way,  the,  73,  211,  264. 

Malbray,  Fort  at,  305, 

Marcus  Aurelius,  Reign  of,  2ll 

Marcus  Aurelius  and  Lucius  Vcrus,  Inscription  to* 
Great  Chesters,  236. 

Maridu*.  century  of,  2:19. 

Mars,  Altar  to,  Chwterhulm,  218. 

Man  Militaris.  Altar  to,  Maryport,  392. 

Marti  Aug.,  on  Gold  Plate,  399. 


Marti  Cocidio,  Dedication  of  Altar,  Old  Wall,  2*7. 
Marti ua,  centurion,  2*7. 

Marius  Valcrinnu«,  legate.  130,  336. 

MnryjN-irt,  Station  at,  Jiia. 

, Masonry  of  Wall,  filL 

Mut  ri  bus  Camped  rihu*.  Dedication  to,  Ben  well,  lu'.i 
Ghwter  Kill,  4i»4. 

Matribus  Domestic}*,  Dykesfield,  .loo. 
j Matribus  Parvis.  Altar,  Carlisle.  406:  SWinburne-**,  865 
i Matribus  Suis,  on  Altar,  Port  Carlisle,  LilAL 
Matribus  Traiuarinis,  Attar,  Habitancum,  4fH. 

I Matribus  Tramarinis  Patrii*.  Slab,  493. 

Matnnu*.  Altar  to,  Ebnlou,  331. 

Mntbriauus,  Inscrilicd  on  Rock.  267. 

Mauritania  Cmaariemria,  a tribune  from,  410. 

Maximus  proclaimed  Erajicror  in  Britain,  33. 
Maximinus,  Dedication  Us 
C.  Jnl.  Maximinus,  307. 

Mrd  irm  <rrti.,  4 1.'. 

Melureinius  Marcellas,  prefect  C*ih.  L Batavians.  170. 
Mclonius  Senilis,  397. 

Mercury,  Figure  of,  103 : Che*terbolrn,  217. 

Moe-orius  Magnus,  a duplarius,  136. 

Middleby,  339. 

Milc-eastlcs  described,  72. 

Milc-castlc,  interior  arrangements,  178, 

| Milc-castlc.  H»m*c»tcada,  201 ; at  Castle-Nick.  223 ; at 
Cnwficlds,  230- 

Milestonc.  R* •■man.  in  position,  222. 
j Military  Way,  Roman,  73*  174. 
j Millstone*,  <3*. 

I Milliary  Cohort.  1*-H- 
i MiUiaria  n/uitata,  279. 
i Milking  Gap,  208. 

| Minerva,  Altar  to.  High  Il»chu*tort  319.  3m; ; Figure  of. 
Camus*.  172. 

Mithras,  Altar  to,  Rutclie*tor,  127. 

Mithras,  the  god  the  Sun,  Altar  to,  Housentead*,  399. 
Mithraic  (supposed)  Sculpture,  Chcsterholm,  291. 
Mithraic  Temple  at  Rutchester,  127. 

Mithraic  Cave,  House-dead*.  lid. 
i Mithraic  Worship,  398. 

' M-  din*  Julius,  Imperial  legate,  239. 
i M^dius  Julius  (.*),  Kctherhy.  412. 

! Mopnn,  Altar  to,  Uisinghnm,  ; Nethcrby,  40*. 

, Money  Holes,  274. 
i Morbidi.  3 IX 
Moresby,  Stat  ion  of,  371. 

Mortnria,  438. 

j Mote  Hills  of  Rlsdon,  3: 10- 
! Mother  Goddesses,  High  Rocfacutcr,  327. 

. Mother  Goddesses,  Figure*  of,  1 >3. 
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Mothers  of  atl  Nations,  Altar  to,  Nuthcrby,  103. 

Mon  Kennel,  1 79. 

Muck.leli.mk  Crag,  239. 

Mulier,  363. 

Mural  Garrison,  number  of,  H, 

Mursn,  a Native  of,  362. 

Muscle-shell*  in  Stations  13*. 

Nails,  Iron,  276. 

Navy,  British,  Rise  of,  13. 

Na worth  Castle,  274- 
Needle*.  132. 

Nemesis,  Wheel  of,  on  Altars,  281. 

Neptune,  Figure  of,  at  Carraw,  172. 

Neptune,  Altar  to,  Chesterholm,  407. 

Nero,  Britain  during  hits  Reign,  fi, 

Nervnna,  Coh.  h,  Netherby,  337. 

Nenrii,  Cob.  II.,  nardriding,  218 ; Coh.  III.,  Chester- 
holm,  218 ; Whitley  Castle,  334  ; Cob.  VI„  Great 
Chester*,  S3". 

Nether  Hall,  Maryport,  370. 

Netherby,  Station  at,  ,V>3. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  .Station  of,  98. 

Kewhum,  a Roman  Post,  121. 

Nine-Kicks  of  Thlriwall,  240. 

Nismcs,  a Native  of,  366. 

North  Tyne,  Remains  of  Bridge  over,  I 1 1. 

Notitia,  Account  of, 

Ntimcrn*  Exploratorura,  High  Rochester,  31. V 
Xuincrus  Frisiotium  Abnllnvenriuni,  373. 

Naminibns  Aug„  Renwell,  111,113;  Walton  House,  279. 
N.  Aug.,  Altar  inscribed,  Walton  House,  2*3, 

Nurainib.  Angustor.,  1 indication  u>,  Risinghatu,  333. 
Nnmin.  August!,  on  Altar,  Lanchcrter,  330. 

Numinibus  Augustorum,  Altar  to,  394 . 

Nymphs  at  their  Ablations,  3 is. 

Nymphs,  Altar  to,  Blcnkinsop,  102. 

Nymph  is  Ycncrandis,  Altar,  Kisingkam,  402. 

Orlatiniu*  Advent  as,  330. 

Offerings  to  God  a,  scanty,  3*9. 

Offset*  and  Insets  of  Wall,  207. 

Old  Carlisle,  Station  of,  362. 

Old  Penrith.  Station  of,  360. 

Old  Walker, 

Old  Wall  2 £L. 

Olenacum,  37Q. 

Ollatee,  239. 

Omnium  fil.  Iladr on  Slab,  309. 

Oracle  of  Apollo,  House  steads,  .‘KIT. 

Orkneys.  Roman  Standard  planted  on,  L 
Ostoriua  Scapula,  Imperial  legate, 


Oswald,  King,  112. 

Ouselmrn,  97. 

Oyaicrshclls,  2:H>. 

Paces  marked  on  Ccnturial  Stone,  17*. 

Pan,  Figures  of  (’\  High  Rochester,  327. 

Pan  in  mi  a,  a Soldier  of,  231. 

Punnnniau*,  Scomd  Cohort  of,  Malbray,  .hi.-,, 
1'apcastle,  Station  of,  373. 

Patcntias  Matemus,  tribune,  337. 

Pcdatnra,  3u 1 . 

1‘rdatnra  CltusU  liritmuiett,  416. 

Peel  Crag,  227. 

Penates,  409. 

Perpetuus  and  Comelinnus,  consuls,  Jii, 

Pcrviea  tilia,  on  Toml«stonc.  231. 

Petilins  Cercalis,  Iiu|«rial  legate.  L 
Petri  ana,  27o. 

Q.  Petronius  lirbicus,  prefect,  213, 

Picrae  Bridge,  Station  at,  37,3. 

Pins,  432. 

Pituaniu*  Sccimdns,  prefect  •*(  Cohort  IV.  of  Gauls,  67. 
Planctree*  Field,  142. 

Plants,  medicinal,  24». 

A.  Platoriti*  Ncpdi,  Imperial  legate.  16^  2m>. 

I'l uiup* < >ti,  Station  at.  36Q. 

Pohnw*  Bum,  232. 

Posts  -Kl.il,  Hainan's  Bridge,  LL 

Pons  -Eui.  Newcastle-niion-Tyne,  an. 

Port  Carlisle,  302. 

iWuniiann,  Epithet  of  First  Cohort  of  Dacians, 

P.  P<K*tumins  Acilianus,  prefect,  3t9*. 

Ntettf  Marks,  434. 

Princtpt,  27*9,  2*0.  361. 

Probianus,  century  of,  264, 

Procolitia,  Carrawburgh,  169. 

Publius  -111 ins.  322. 

Pulcher,  340. 

Purse,  Bronze,  419. 

Pueinna,  the  Wife  of  Dagvaldus,  231. 

dssignatu*.  1 14. 

Quarries,  K<  mini.  so,  1 19.  1 32,  167. 

Quarry.  Black  Pasture,  142. 

Querns,  433. 

Randclonds,  27, V 
Rapi.-diaw  Gap,  206. 

Rescripts,  the  Sydenham.  Malpia,  and  Hireling,  l'.*4. 
Reseri|»t,  the  Kiveling.  171.  272. 

Restoration  of  Decayed  Tem|>lc,  16*'. 

Bluet iuns.  Cohort  of.  Great  Chesters,  237. 
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Ilmiiurix.  on  Funereal  Slab,  3f>9, 

Hiding  ScluMtl  at  Xetherby,  356, 

Kidley's  Sir  Christopher,  Account  of  the  Wall,  &L 
Ki*ingham,  Haiutaxci'M,  331. 

Hiver  (lod,  North  Tyne,  1 ,‘>2. 

R-wd.  Brunch  from  I'ur.MKXirsi.  322. 

Hob  of  Hi*ingbani,  338. 

Rurlc  ln-cription,  Gelt,  K2j  Fallowficld.  Ill;  Halt- 
whi-tle  Fell,  2.T2 : Bank*  Hum,  270 : Wctlicral,  2*3. 
ic*  *11111.  a (itKliUiw, 

Itijiua:  .Kternas,  Altar,  Maryport,  IHi- 
lUmana,  Altar  dedicated  by,  Great  Chester*,  2.1  a. 
iy-mnn  Way,  the  Direct,  2.10. 

Homnuo-Gaiilixh  C<i*lumc  on  Figures,  lit*. 
lb*e  Hill.  2iL 
Kmlirc  Cup,  431. 
ttoftnus  prefect,  31>*». 

Hines  42,s. 

Ratehexter,  Station  of,  1 g.y 

Hut*  in  Gateway  at  Ho«w.**tcads  l*i  ; Maryport,  36,y 
Rnxpin*  Quintus  century  of,  l?3. 

Stffulartt,  :nm. 

St.  Cuthlxtrt"*  Cron*  on  Slab,  3Q!«. 

Salona.  a City  of  Dalmatia.  213. 

Savininrt  Ala  ut  Tlnitnn  Che*tcn*,  l.‘Wi. 

Samian  Ware,  43 1. 

Salictift  Gemina,  406. 

Sandy»lko,  27.r>, 

Sandal*,  Homan,  333,  t:t!». 

Saxon*.  Arrival  of,  in  Hritain,  44. 

Scene  in  A tnphi theatre  represented.  1 38, 

Seboninn  Cavalry,  near  Stanhope.  333. 

Sea  Coat  and  I'epaBU*.  Badge?  of  Lcp.  II.,  1 13. 
SrrMointa  for  Sexayinta,  363. 

Skrrdusum.  Wall  send,  £>L 
L.  Semin*  Caxtus  deenrinn,  127. 

Scptimin*  Nilns  prefect.  15U. 

Serpents  on  Altars,  1*3*.  238. 

Sctlocenia,  a goddess  Maryport,  4n7. 

Severn?,  8cpM  Arrival  in  Hritain.  £L. 

Severn?  and  hi?  Sons  Inscription  to,  336,  3t3. 

Severn*,  Altar  for  safety  of.  Old  Carlisle,  363. 

Severn?,  Memorial*  of,  enumerated,  383. 

Severn?*?  Restorations  at  IIou?e?tcads  i *m». 

Scvcnw'a  Bridges  147.  , 

Severn?,  Alexander.  Inscriptions  to.  l.V.t,  233,  336. 

K.  A.,  Srcrriana  Alexandriana,  233. 

Sewer  in  Station  at  Hatton,  1 35. 

I*.  Sextant  ins, 

Srwingpbiclds  174. 

Shield-on -the- Wall.  173.  Sift*. 


Shield?  LaWe,  3lt*. 

Shihlon  Hill.  13L 

Shoes  (**e  Sandals),  Homan,  217. 

Signis,  Altar  dedicated  to,  262. 

Signet  lting,  Hot  j*c*  tends  gmt. 

Signlfcr,  22t  i. 

Si  l van  ua,  Altar  to,  Newcastle,  Hl^  : Birdoawald,  273. 

Si  Ivanna  invictus,  Altar  t»>,  Stanhope, 

8ilvanri«  Cocidiu?,  Altar  to,  1 33. 

Silvios  1’riscuH,  century  of,  21*. 

Si  nr  vita  warn  In,  24  ;t. 

Hkinburncxs,  Fort  at,  303, 

Soldiery.  Figure?  of,  137,  1 
Horionus,  century  of,  24 s. 

Spaniards  First  Cohort,  Maryport,  300;  Net  her  by,  412. 
Speaking  Tula*.  £3, 

S|iear  Heads  433. 

Spoon,  stnoll,  132. 

Htap,  viewing  Net,  200. 

Rtap  in  a Wood,  Sculpture,  222. 

Standards  portion*  of  (?},  423. 

Stanwix,  Station  of,  2;m. 

Stations  Account  of,  QQ, 

Station*,  “ Per  lineam  Valli,”  <21 

Stations  b«nir  identified,  ILL 
Station,  larger  on  the  Wall,  2.‘»4, 

Steel- Hip  Grounds  Wall  at,  225. 

Stilicbo,  ib>. 

Stones  enormous  quantity  of,  in  Stations  1 *3. 

Stone*  for  Bnlli?t«.  323. 

Stork*  on  Altar,  214. 

Stote’a  Hon***,  ill 

Stnkeley,  opinion  of  the  Design  of  Wall,  ot^  3*0. 

S.  T.  T.  L„  nit  tiki  trrra  terra,  334. 

Street*  in  camps  narrow.  2-Vj. 

Subcurator  Vim  Flaminirc,  323. 

Subterranean  Forest,  302. 

Suburban  Buildings  Hooacntearls  101. 

AueLoniu?  Pan  I inns  Imperial  legato,  1L 
Sun,  Altar  to,  Rntehestcr,  12*. 

Sun  the,  companion  of  Emperor,  Dedicated  t<«,  High 
Rochester,  320. 

Snlpiciu*  Srcundiamis  3n4. 

Supporting  Stations  306. 

Sword,  Dacian,  2 r»s. 

Syrian  Gmldens  Altar  to,  Carvoran,  4i*li. 

Tablet,  Mithraic,  338. 

Tancorix,  Monument  to,  363. 

Tank  for  Water,  Rir«l(>*wahl.  2fil. 

Tanks  underground, 

Tnrraby,  2,.*t>. 
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Telesplionu,  Figure  of,  361. 

Temple  Btitored,  iQ3. 

Tenninalion  of  Wall  at  Rowne**,  30"». 

Teririu*,  408- 

TetTOOtt  for  cult  i vat  ion,  1H1- 
L Tertis '.lianas,  387. 

C.  Tetius  Votnrins  Micianus,  prefect,  3112. 

Tetri  ciana,  Epithet  of  First  Cohort  Dnelan*,  2.73. 
Theodosia*  arrives  in  Britain,  23. 

ThirJuall  Castle,  UJiL 

Thorngrafton  Find,  t'  e,  -IIP. 

Thorny- Doors,  233. 

Thracians,  First  Cohort  of,  at  Newcastle,  103. 
Thracians,  Second  Cohort  of,  Moresby,  373. 
Thunderbolt,  on  Altars,  381. 

Tincius  Longa*,  prefect  of  cavalry,  ILL 
Tipnlt,  the,  241*  212. 

Titnlliuin  Punlttn,  414. 

Tit.ulvm  pewit,  -'.31. 

Tita*  in  Britain,  CL 

Tombs.  Roman,  at  Bremk.ni  cm.  .3’tU. 

Torquato,  Epithet  of  Ala  Pet.,  371. 

Tower  Taye,  Itifl. 

Trajan,  State  of  the  Empire  at  the  death  of,  ]_L 
Trajannpolin,  235. 

Trout  Vallum  pm* pert  grttnt.  337. 

Tribunvt  in  prtrfeeto,  4»1. 

Trough  in  tho  Solid  Rock.  137. 

Troy,  View  resembling  Site  of,  25: 1 
Tumult  near  Oreat  Chesters,  333. 

Tumulus  at  Bleatarn,  383. 

Tunic,  Scale  Armonr  of,  21ILL 

Tungri,  Cob.  L*  Honsesteads,  66*  132.  134.  336. 337.  4 1 5. 
Turrets,  IL 

Turret,  Remains  of,  Birduswald,  265  ; near  Hare  Hill, 

374. 

Twentieth  Legion,  its  jiart  in  Building  the  Wull,  ILiliil. 
Tynemonth,  3U7. 

Tgpttm  (?)  cum  has.',  2111. 

Tyrants  the  Thirty,  3£L 

Ulpins  Marcellos,  Imperial  legate.  21.  114. 

Umbo  of  Shield,  433. 

Vn  briu*,  2£1*L 
Valent ia,  22. 

Valent  inian,  23. 

Valent iniati  II.,  2L 
Valeria  ricirhr,  1 12. 

Valeriana*,  century  of,  331. 

S.  Valeri ii*  Apollinaris,  princep*,  36 1 
Valeriu*  Longinuft,  tribune,  331. 


Valerias  Vera.*,  century  of,  2.T.*. 

. Vail  am,  the.  Account  of,  £& 

Vallnrn,  why  Constructed,  58. 

Vallum  at  Mom  Kennel  Farm,  173. 

Vanauntls,  Altar  to,  Walton  lloasc.  -‘>:t 
Vangioncs,  Cob.  1*  at  Hi*  i ogham,  336.  3718 ; Choker*. 
ILL 

Vardulli,  Coh.  L*  High  Rochester,  32JL  231.  232.  23 1. 
23  .V 

Vcnatores  Bun  me,  372. 

Q.  Venus  Snperrtin,  prefect  ««f  Omnia,  LiL 
, Verulam,  L 
l Vespasian  in  Britain,  a. 
i Veter  is,  Altar  to,  Carroran,  ul 
Vctia  Mansucta.  4 32. 

Vcxillation  of  Leg.  VI.,  Carraw,  1 72  : lligh  Rochester. 

23C  ; Corbridge.  24D;  Leg.  XX.  at  BremeXIUM,  237. 
Vcxillutioncs  QL  Hexham.  243. 

Vianna,  Vienna  (?),  Vienne,  313. 

Victory,  Figure  of,  Honsesteads,  1M.  i 36  : Walton 
House,  3n4  ; Stanwix.  233 : (flying)  Rosehil),  37.2. 
Victory  the  August,  Dedication  to,  Croat  Chester*.  237. 
VSfaU  for  r Irit,  3Ck 
\'iid»rum  magUtri,  3>3. 

Vindoraoruci  (?L  2U2. 

Vine  Branch,  Badge  of  Centurion'*  Office,  116 
V INDORALA,  Rutchester.  1 23. 

Vixdolas A,  Cbceterholm,  210. 

Violence  done  to  Scalptarc*.  IBS. 

Villus  Lapas,  Imperial  legate,  3L 
VooeiDPX,  370. 

Viteris,  Altar  to,  Carvoran,  247. 

Vitiris,  Altars  to,  C’ilcbnl  m,  4u>. 

Yirsit  for  eirit,  411. 

Walhottlc  Dean,  122. 

Walby,  230. 

Wall,  the.  repaired  by  Ulpius  Marecllu*.  33. 

Wall,  the  Parts  of.  AIL 
Wall,  Name*  of,  AIL 

Wall  and  Vallum,  Characteristic  Features  of,  7.1, 

Wall,  Places  named  from  it,  ILL 

Wall,  why  built  on  the  North  Side  of  River,  122 

Wall  end,  2.51. 

Wall  foot,  230. 

Wellhead,  23u. 

WallknoU, 

Wall  town,  323. 

WalUuwn  Mill,  321L 
Wall  send.  Station  of,  ai_ 

Walton,  3LL 

Walton  House  Station,  276. 
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Wnlwick,  1 
Wanlen  Hill,  I 
Wolcbcnnw,  Station  of,  2W*, 

Watch  Kill.  uUii. 

Watch  Tower  on  Maiden  Way,  'lul. 

Water  Cunive**,  La n che^rcr  (we  A'lmiiud),  34'A 
Water  Piptw,  till1. 


Watling  Street,  the,  £i  I : W. 
Welton  Hall,  !;». 

Whv.it  Burnt  in  Elation,  -*77. 
Wheel,  Remain*  of  Ancient,  * «. 
Whitley  C’a*t!e,  Station  at.  -^l 
Willow  font, 

WmidiieM*  Cm  if.  J-7. 
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